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Text:  “I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt  
go: I will guide thee with Mine eye.” Psalm 32, verse 8

Here  we  have  a  promise  given  by  almighty  God.  A  promise, 
friends, that if He failed to fulfil, not one sinner would ever safely reach 
heaven at last. But, blessed be God, when God makes a promise, God 
fulfils it.  There are numbers, even now, around the throne of God –
some of whom sat on the very seats that you are sitting on this morning, 
while they were here below – who are in that hallowed congregation 
above, because their God fulfilled this word for them while they were 
here below. God fulfilled it for them in their providential path, in their 
family life, in their business life, and in the various concerns they had 
as they trod the pilgrim way. But, more especially, their God fulfilled it 
in their soul, when He began the work of divine grace in their heart. He 
carried it on and performed it until they were safely landed, when the 
work  of  grace  was  done.  I  am  persuaded  that  there  are  here  this 
morning, some, I hope many – it were a great mercy if it were all, but I 
dare  not  assume  it  and  I  am not  to  preach  as  if  it  were  so  –  but 
nonetheless,  I  trust  there  are many here who are already under  this 
divine  instruction.  We  might  say  they  are  already  in  the  school  of 
Christ. You say: ‘Are there other schools?’ Yes, there are. The devil 
has got a whole academy of schools in which he is educating sinners 
for eternal misery. Wealth, pleasure, lust, corruption – you name it – 
the devil has many schools in which he is educating sinners. He has 
many willing scholars, as well, who are only too ready to be educated 
by him for hell. Solemn, isn’t it? All of us, by nature, are as the Word 
of God says: “children of wrath.” We are ready to be educated for hell, 
rather than heaven. But, blessed be God – and how we thank God for 
this – that He who has purposes of mercy and grace toward a number 
“which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues,” has determined that this one, and that one, and another 
will be so taken from the devil’s school and put into Christ’s school. 
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And, when once you are put into Christ’s school, you will never – bless 
God for it – you will never escape from it. There may be some times of 
backsliding,  undoubtedly  there  will  be,  because  we  are  all  natural 
backsliders; there may be times of rebellion, and yes, there are. But the 
heavenly Teacher will never grow weary of instructing His children; 
although (I say it reverently) they may cause Him much grief, (as we 
often do grieve the Spirit) yet He will never abandon His scholars. We 
read  in  the  daily  papers  of  children  excluded  from school  for  bad 
behaviour,  and  some  expelled  altogether.  Well,  dear  friends,  I  am 
thankful  for  this:  this  heavenly  Teacher,  though  He  will  chastise, 
though He will correct, and though He will discipline, He will never 
expel any of His dear children from His school. I am thankful for that. 
“I will instruct thee,” He says, “and teach thee in the way which thou 
shalt go: I will guide thee with Mine eye.”

Now, the first question for us this morning is this: are we under 
divine instruction? It is a question, isn’t it? I wonder how many of us 
could answer that question and say: ‘Yes, there are those things that 
God has taught me.’ First of all, if we are to be under divine instruction, 
we need a teachable spirit. You cannot teach someone who has not got 
a teachable spirit.  I  have told you before,  that  when I  was a school 
teacher, there were those who were very difficult to teach. There were 
those who thought they knew it all (and there are quite a few of those 
around). Then, on the other hand, there were those who just did not 
want to learn, and were determined not to learn. Friends, may you not 
be like that  in  your  natural  life,  because it  is  nothing but pride and 
arrogance. It is not godly, it is not Christ-like, it is not the meekness 
and gentleness of Christ. It is something you should be ashamed of, and 
even be seeking grace to repent of, if that is your spirit. But, on the 
other hand – bless God for this – God gives to His dear children a 
teachable spirit as we read Psalm 25; perhaps you noticed it. That well 
known Psalm is really a sermon on our text this morning. If you look in 
verse 8, and then verse 9, you will find two things said: “Good and 
upright is the LORD: therefore will He teach sinners in the way.” That is 
how God begins. He does not find us teachable; He does not find us 
malleable and ready to be taught; He finds us as rebels. But, in verse 9 
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we have: “The meek will He guide in judgment: and the meek will He 
teach His way.” The difference between verse 8 and verse 9 is this. In 
verse 8, God lays hold of the sinner. In verse 9, we find the fruits of 
God’s teaching – made meek, made teachable. Friends, that means that 
you need a nature other than what you were born with. No amount of 
teaching of the old nature will alter it. It is a very solemn condition to 
have to recognise, but my Bible tells me most clearly that “the carnal 
mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be.”

Again, we read that the things of God are foolishness to the world. 
The carnal mind thinks they are. That is why we have so many atheists 
and  agnostics  around  in  our  day,  to  whom  the  things  of  God  are 
foolishness. That is why there are London buses going around at the 
moment with that solemn, dreadful blasphemy: “There's probably no 
God. Now stop worrying and enjoy your  life.” Why are such things 
paraded  before  us?  Because,  friends,  there  are  many  in  their  carnal 
state. They have not got that new nature that I am trying to speak to you 
of, this morning, and, left to the wisdom of their fallen nature, this is 
the  conclusion  they  come  to.  I  say,  friends,  we  need  something 
different to our old nature. We need grace in the new nature. It comes 
back  to  the  well-worn,  but  not  worn-out  truth:  “Ye  must  be  born 
again.” We may have had a religious upbringing, like Nicodemus did, 
or be irreligious, like the woman of Samaria – two sinners in chapter 3 
and chapter 4 of John’s gospel. Both sinners; both in the wrong school, 
until the new birth changed them. That religious man became a seeking, 
humble suppliant, and so did that woman, who had lived in sin all her 
life.  She  also  became  one  who  drew  “water  out  of  the  wells  of 
salvation.” She was made teachable; made meek under the teaching of 
the heavenly Instructor.

The second thing we must notice is, as we go on in our subject, that 
you will not give much attention to things that are not important to you. 
This is one of the reasons why men discard the Bible, and disregard the 
Truth and the God of the Truth. In their fallen state, these things are not 
important to them, or so they think. They are irrelevances. But, I will 
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tell you this, that if ever you come into Christ’s school, the things of 
this blessed Book will take pre-eminence in your life. They will take 
pre-eminence over your studies, you children and young people. They 
will take pre-eminence over your relationships, over your family, over 
your business. Your soul will become all important. Some years ago, in 
the  University  of  Oxford,  there  was  a  young  graduate  who  was 
studying, and getting very near his finals. He was a very able graduate, 
and had given all his very powerful intellect to get him the very best 
grades. But, only a few weeks before his finals, the Lord wrought upon 
his soul, and he became a convinced sinner before God. And, instead of 
studying his books, he was studying the Bible. He was on his knees, 
seeking for  mercy,  night  after  night,  though  the  finals  were  getting 
nearer and nearer. So important was his soul, that it had to come first. It 
had to take precedence over everything else. And God, in His mercy, 
revealed  Himself  to  that  young  graduate  as  his  Saviour,  and 
wonderfully helped him through his exams so he did not suffer for this 
change of  priorities.  “Them that  honour  Me I  will  honour.”  That  is 
what the Word of God tells me, and it is true; it is still true today. 

Those who are enabled, by grace – whatever your age, young or old 
– to put God first, will prove in the end that they do not suffer for it; not 
in the outworking of it. Some thought Moses must have suffered a lot 
when  he  left  Pharaoh’s  house,  with  all  its  luxury,  wealth  and 
popularity. But friends, he counted those things but dung and dross that 
he might win Christ.  He did; Christ  came first  in his affections. He 
esteemed even the reproach of Christ – even those things that would 
come  upon  him  in  this  world  because  he  was  Christ’s  follower, 
persecution, opposition, ridicule, many things came upon Moses – but 
he even valued that reproach as something better than he ever had in 
Pharaoh’s court. Why? Because he esteemed “the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the 
recompense of the reward.”  Have you got  that  grace,  this  morning? 
Well, if you have, then bless God for it, because you are in the school 
of Christ. And it will soon be evident. Those who have to live with you 
at home will know the difference. They will soon detect it. And those 
with whom you have to work or study, they will soon notice a change. 
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It will be known where you live, as well. It will be known in the House 
of God that you are different. No longer will you be waiting for the 
‘Amen’; waiting for the pastor to sit down, so you can go on in your 
carnal  way. You will  want  something for  your  soul.  You will  want 
something  for  your  heart;  you  will  want  something  for  your 
circumstance.  And  when  a  trial  comes  in  your  life,  you  will  want 
direction concerning it; you will want the Lord to speak about it. You 
will come as a hungering and thirsting sinner; you will come asking for 
instruction, asking for teaching, whereas before you didn’t think you 
needed  it.  You  could  manage  your  own  affairs  pretty  well,  so  you 
thought,  until  God  shone  with  divine  light  on  your  wretched,  sin 
forfeited life. Then you saw it for what it was in God’s sight – nothing 
more  than  a  terrible  failure.  Pride,  unbelief,  rebellion  and  all  the 
corruptions  of  nature  had guided  your  steps  up  to  that  point.  What 
folly! What failure! What need of covering! What need of mercy! 

So friends, let me ask you these questions, this morning. Are you in 
Christ’s school? You will notice there are four things in this chapter 
that the psalmist had to learn in Christ’s school. I will take you through 
them, with God’s help. The first thing we find is this; he had to learn of 
his  sin.  We read that  in verse 4.  “For day and night Thy hand was 
heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought of summer.” 
The hand of God in conviction. There are none who teach like God, 
concerning conviction of sin. Before you were called by grace, your 
parents perhaps, your friends or others in your hearing at home, or your 
pastor from the pulpit, may have pointed out your sins in one way or 
another,  but you took no notice. You thought they were out of date and 
rather narrow-minded in their views. But, when God opened your eyes, 
you  saw  sin  as  God  saw it.  That  is  conviction  of  sin,  and  what  a 
difference that makes! Friends, have you been taught your sinnership 
before God? There are no excuses when you are taught your sinnership 
before God. Before we are called by grace, we make excuses. We are 
glad of short memories that forget sins so we can go on, as it were, we 
think with a clearer conscience, when the conviction has died down. 
But, when God convinces of sin, He creates a wound that will not be 
healed until the gospel has healed it. That is where David was. God’s 
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hand was heavy upon him. And sinner, you will not shake the hand of 
God from you. Is there one here this morning and you are trying to 
shake the hand of God off  you?  You know what it  is,  you younger 
friends,  perhaps; you grow up and you wish for your  independence, 
when the hand of your parents is not on you to hold you back from 
what you want to do. Well, you must be careful, young friends, in that 
thought. But, I tell you this, if God’s hand is on you, you will not shake 
that off. It is a very solemn thing to have God’s hand upon you. It will 
follow you by day and night. There will be such an oppression in your 
spirit, such a darkness over it, such guilt will cling to your conscience, 
that though you might outwardly try to maintain a cheerful demeanour 
so others don’t know, yet inwardly, your heart is bleeding, it is broken, 
it is condemned, under the curse. Eternity looms, and you are not ready 
for it. You are not prepared for it. You know if you were to die in that 
state, you would be lost. That is how you feel – under the hand of God: 
you have been taught this great truth – conviction. 

Secondly,  the  psalmist  was  taught  confession.  Confession  is  a 
wonderful word. We have it in the Proverbs. “He that covereth his sins 
shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy.” ‘But,’ you say, ‘in Psalm 32 verse 1, doesn’t it say: “Blessed is 
he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.”?’ Yes, but 
who covered the sin of David? David did not cover it. God did. There is 
the difference.  We try and cover our sins up, left to ourselves, with a 
few good works and a quick prayer and a letter confession, or a short 
memory. We try to cover it all up. But, dear friends, God’s covering is 
not like that. God exposes the sin first, then He covers it. What with? 
The obedience and blood of Christ. Oh! Precious covering.

“Hide me, O my Saviour, hide,
  Till the storm of life is past;
  Safe into the haven guide;
  O receive my soul at last!”

C. Wesley
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Oh! To be covered by the obedience and the blood of Christ! Sinner, 
you are safe there. I may say that with the warrant of Almighty God. If 
there is a guilty sinner here this morning, upon whom the hand of God 
has been laid, then, dear friend, it is to Calvary you must pursue. You 
cannot  cover  your  sins.  You  cannot.  There  is  a  place  where  sin  is 
covered; it is at the foot of the cross, beneath the droppings of the blood 
of Christ. That covers the sin; it covers the sinner. The sin is imputed – 
not to the sinner – but to the Saviour, who bore, in His own body, the 
curse of it. He took it to the cross, and nailed it there. The work was 
done; the atonement made. (That word ‘atonement’ means ‘covering.’)

So, the second thing is, the psalmist learned confession. When God 
opens the mouth in confession, it is a wonderful thing. The heart is then 
pouring out its woe, its tale before the Lord. Making no excuses; hiding 
nothing of its shame, humiliation and degradation before the Lord. He 
pours it all out. But, he is suing for mercy. His one last plea is this: 
“God be merciful to me a sinner.” We were reminded, in the vestry this 
morning, by one of our deacons, that we might come into the House of 
God – not as the Pharisee – but as the publican. Such a difference! The 
Pharisee tried to cover his sins. He had quite a good reputation, hadn’t 
he? He had quite a good reputation, certainly in his own estimation, and 
in the estimation of others as well. He was considered a holy man. But 
in  God’s sight, he was but a whited sepulchre.  Solemn, isn’t it? No 
different from the fig leaves with which Adam and Eve tried to cover 
their sin. But then, blessed be God, the publican pleaded for mercy. He 
went home covered, justified and pardoned; forgiven for Christ’s sake. 
He found that the Lord forgave the iniquity of his sin, so he learnt the 
value of confession and repentance.

“Come, then, repenting sinner, come;
Approach with humble faith;

  Owe what thou wilt, the total sum
Is cancelled by His death.”

J. Hart
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“Owe  what  thou  wilt.”  You  know  what  Paul  said  to  Philemon, 
concerning Onesimus’ sin. “If he…oweth thee ought, put that on mine 
account.”  So  says  a  precious  Christ,  infinitely  better  than  Paul  the 
apostle. ‘If that sinner, coming to Me for mercy,  owes anything,’ He 
says to His dear Father, ‘put it to My account. I will repay it.’ And He 
has.  He  has,  in  the  shedding  of  His  own  blood.  Precious  fountain, 
which is open for sin and uncleanness!

The next thing that the good psalmist was taught was the value of 
prayer. Have you been taught that? This is the mark of a believer. I 
think it  was George Swinnock, the godly Puritan, who said this:  ‘A 
Christian can as soon as live without prayer, as a natural man can live 
without breathing.’ There is a lot of truth in that, isn’t there? 

“Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath,
  The Christian’s native air,
  His watchword at the gates of death:
  He enters heaven with prayer.”

J. Montgomery

Now, I am not saying we are always prayerful. We are not. There are 
times when the hands of prayer become slack. We know it, we confess 
it; we should be ashamed of it. But, the mark of a believer is that sooner 
or later,  he is  either  constrained or  forced to his  knees to  plead for 
mercy, and to plead for God’s help, because he cannot do without Him. 
The hand of God is so heavy upon him, that he must pray! He has no 
other recourse. Go to 1 Peter 5. Oh, blessed words! Is this a word for 
someone here, this morning? “Humble yourselves therefore under the 
mighty hand of God,” – there is that hand, again, on the sinner – “that 
He may exalt you in due time: Casting all your care upon Him; for He 
careth for you.” Have you been taught the value of prayer? You little 
ones; you younger ones – have you begun to pray yet? You say, ‘I am 
too young to pray.’ Are you? Who told you that you are too young to 
pray? Who told you? I was in the home of some godly friends in the 
Midlands, only this past week. There, on their wall, was a picture of a 
little boy, only about four years old, taken a few weeks before he died. 
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That godly couple told me he was a praying lad. Only four years old – a 
praying lad! We read, even in God’s Holy Word, of one in an ungodly 
home. His mother and father were king and queen, but they were the 
most ungodly of all the kings and queens that had reigned previously 
on that throne. But there was found in that young lad in their home, 
“some good thing toward the LORD God of Israel.” God had put it there. 
He died young, and he went home to glory young. Friends, “with God 
all things are possible.” And, you dear aged friends, here this morning. 
You say: ‘But what about me? Have I grown past, as it were, the day of 
grace?’ (as some would put it.) ‘Is it too late for me to begin to pray?’ 
Well, I knew of a man in Sussex. He lived to ninety years old, and he 
had never prayed in his life. Never. He attended chapel, but that was all 
he  had  done.  He  thought  that  was  enough.  He  called  himself  a 
Christian, and a Strict Baptist, no doubt, at that. But, though he was 
ninety, he was an active man. And there he was, out in his garden on 
his ninetieth birthday. He was cutting down a tree. He saw the tree fall. 
And as it fell, those words dropped in: “Where the tree falleth, there it 
shall be.” He suddenly realised eternity was near, and he wasn’t ready! 
But he began to pray. And the Lord showed him mercy, as well, in the 
few remaining days of his life. Yes. So age is nothing in this. God is no 
respecter of age, or of persons, in this great matter. But oh! To be in the 
school of Christ! That is the point. The psalmist was taught to pray.

Then,  in  the  latter  part  of  this  Psalm,  he  was  taught  the  grace  of 
obedience. “Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy power.” In 
verse 9 we have horses and mules “whose mouth must be held in with 
bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee.” Do you know what that 
is? Dear friends, God’s people are not held in like that. No. They are 
held in by the reigns of love. Those reigns of love are so precious. They 
are wrought by the Holy Ghost  within,  so the soul is  made  willing.  
Willing, in the day of God’s power, to do things he never would have 
done  otherwise.  Willing  to  pray;  willing  to  humble  himself  at  the 
footstool of mercy; willing to come to the House of God seeking mercy 
through God’s grace; willing to read God’s Word, hoping to be led and 
fed by it; willing to go the way God would have him go, now. We read 
in Psalm 25: “What man is he that feareth the LORD? Him shall he teach 
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in the way that he shall choose.” I have often pondered –  who is doing 
the choosing? When David said “that he shall choose,” who is doing 
the choosing? Well, first of all, God does. But the wonderful thing is 
that  this sinner, now under divine instruction, chooses the very ways 
God would have him go. Like Ruth, who chose to leave Moab, because 
God constrained her will so to do; to choose the path He had ordained 
for  her.  Likewise  Abraham chose  to leave Ur  of  the  Chaldees,  that 
idolatrous home, and go out to a land he had never yet seen, because 
God put it in his heart so to do. Has God taught you to choose the ways 
you once abhorred? Has He? It is a wonderful thing to be made willing. 
God’s  people  are  not  dragged  along.  You  sometimes  see  a  mother 
dragging her child along. The mother wants to go one way, the child 
another. Of course, the mother wins; she has stronger arms, stronger 
determination, but it is not a very pleasant sight, is it? But that is not the 
way God leads His children. They are drawn by love. “I drew them 
with cords of a man, with bands of love.” “With lovingkindness have I 
drawn thee,” He said to dear Jeremiah. 

How wonderful it is to see one of God’s people, who by nature are 
“as the  horse,  or as  the mule,  which have no understanding,” made 
willing in  the  day of  God’s  power!  Saul  of  Tarsus  was  a  wretched 
character before grace touched him. He was a bitter,  malicious,  evil 
man. He confessed it later on in his life. The times he looked back with 
shame upon the way he treated God’s people and fought against God 
Himself. But do you know what his first prayer was? You read it in 
Acts 9. “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?” He had never asked that 
question before. He always knew what he wanted to do. He was a man 
of  action.  Saul  of  Tarsus  was  a  man  of  determination,  and nothing 
would  stand  in  his  way.  He  had  never  asked  that  question  before. 
Perhaps  you have  never  asked  it  before.  But  you  have  a  solemn 
obligation, before God, to ask Him what He would have you to do. You 
younger friends – I feel persuaded I must speak to you younger ones, 
this morning, a little bit more closely. When you look for work, have 
you asked what God would have you do? Have you, on your knees, 
said: ‘Lord, open a door that Thou wilt provide’? And when you seek a 
husband, or a wife, (and, God willing, I hope you may do that – some 
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of you may yet be doing that) are you asking God to provide? Some of 
us have been very thankful God did provide. His provision is the best, 
I’ll tell you. And so it must go on in all your life. You dear parents with 
children; to guide them aright – do you ask what God would have you 
do to direct them aright; to show them what is right? In your business 
tomorrow – you dear friends who have got to go back to the workplace; 
there is this matter before you and you do not know what to do. Have 
you asked God to help you? You say, ‘I never thought we could ask 
God about those things.’ Why not? He is the Ruler of the universe. All 
things belong to Him. All hearts are in His hand. I think it was George 
Rose, that godly man, who, on one occasion had something to do that 
was very difficult, something he had not done before; but he asked God 
to help him, and it was done better than anyone had ever done it before. 
That was in his natural employment.  My dear friends, “with God all 
things are possible.” That is why a child of God, in Christ’s school, will 
be seeking Christ’s wisdom. When you have a difficult day before you, 
then you will ask for Christ’s help, and Christ’s presence, and Christ’s 
strength. You are made dependent. The world may laugh at you, but it 
is a wonderful thing to be tender in God’s fear, isn’t it?

As I thought about this, my mind went to God’s servant, David. If 
ever there was a man who knew the fear of God, it was the very man 
whom  God  used  to  write  our  text  this  morning.  But,  you  will 
remember,  when  David  was  first  made  king,  the  Philistines  came 
against him pretty quickly. They remembered what had happened with 
Goliath of Gath, and they also remembered what had happened in those 
later  days  of  his  exile,  when he had been destroying  the Philistines 
cities. They had found out, and he was their number one enemy now he 
was king. They came against him, and God, in answer to prayer, gave 
him  a  remarkable  victory.  You  can  read  of  it.  Then  we  find  the 
Philistines came again. What did David do? He went on his knees and 
asked God how he should handle it this time. He did not presume that 
because God had done it that way the last time, it would be the same 
the  next  time.  Nor  did  he  presume to  go  out  without  asking  God’s 
permission, thinking God was sure to be with him. Friends, he went on 
his knees again. He was tender in the fear of God, in those days. He 
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wouldn’t  take  one  step  without  God’s  permission.  On that  occasion 
God said: “Thou shalt not go up; but fetch a compass behind them, and 
come upon them over against the mulberry trees. And let it be, when 
thou hearest the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, that 
then thou shalt bestir thyself.” Mulberry trees were very common in the 
land of Israel in those days. And when he heard a breeze going through, 
rustling those leaves, then he would know God had gone out before 
him. He obeyed God’s command. He took the compass round about, as 
it were, in a different direction altogether. He waited. We do not know 
how long he had to wait, but he had to wait. And you may be having to 
wait,  this  morning,  for  the  Lord’s  move.  Your  poor  impatient  spirit 
says: ‘Lord, is it not time now?’ “My time is not yet come: but your 
time is alway ready,” the Lord Jesus Christ said. “For the vision is yet 
for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it 
tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.” It will 
come, in God’s time. It will. Then what will you prove, dear friends? 
His  time  is  always  best.  “The  sound of  a  going  in  the  tops  of  the 
mulberry trees.” David heard the breeze rustling the leaves, and out he 
went. And God went before him. He gained such a victory, that the 
Philistines did not molest him any more for the rest of his days. He had 
other troubles, and so will you, but that trouble was silenced for David 
at that time. God did it. “I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way 
which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with Mine eye.”

So you find here, friends, first of all, in coming to a conclusion, 
some precious principles. The first principle is as I began with – God’s 
promise. Here is such a help for those venturing into new paths. This 
word is such a mercy! It does not matter what problem you might face, 
what difficulty might be around the next corner, what fresh trouble may 
come – this promise will stand good. God knows what is before you in 
the unknown way. He knows all about it. He knows, even down to your 
dying moment, what you will need. “I will instruct thee.”

The next thing we notice is “teach thee.” In other words, you will 
be  taught.  “All  thy  children  shall  be  taught  of  the  LORD.”  God has 
promised it. And they will be. Perhaps there is one here this morning 
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who says: ‘Lord, can I ever be taught? I have been such a rebel! I have 
kicked against the Word of God, and I have done so many things I 
ought not to have done. There is so much to confess, and what is more, 
dear  Lord,  I  am  such  a  shame  to  myself.  I  seem  unteachable, 
untameable. And my poor old nature – I cannot keep it under.’ “I will 
instruct thee and teach thee.” God can do it. All others may have failed, 
but God can do it. 

What  else  do we learn  here?  “In  the way.”  Not:  ‘a way.’  “The 
way.” God does not set before His people options. There is only one 
right way. I know He did say through Joshua:  “Choose you this day 
whom ye will serve,” but there was only one right way, wasn’t there? 
And so there is. “The way.” There is only one way of salvation. “I am 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no man cometh unto the Father, but 
by Me,” says the dear Saviour. “There is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.” “There is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” It 
is one way.

But then, it is “the way” in your path. God has ordained a way for 
you to walk. “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD.” Not 
by chance, not by fiction, but by God. “The way which thou shalt go.” 
Grace will be given for you to go. Strength will be given, wisdom will 
be given, humility will be given, patience will be given. “Thou  shalt 
go.” God has determined thou shalt go. He has commanded you in it, 
child of God, in this way “Thou shalt go.”

But  then,  you  say:  ‘I  have  made  so  many  mistakes.’  The  Lord 
knows that, but: “I will guide thee with Mine eye.” Blessed eye! It was 
sweet to me, in meditation, to think of the eye of the Lord. One or two 
scriptures – let me just remind you of them.  It may help one here this 
morning, who feels to need God’s eye to guide them. They feel to be in 
the dark. Blind, as it were, not knowing what to do, where to go or how 
to manage. Listen. “The eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the 
whole earth, to shew Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart 
is perfect toward Him.” I have been thankful for that in my travels, 
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sometimes,  when  travelling  to  the  other  side  of  the  earth  in  God’s 
name.  Sometimes  alone  in  airport  lounges,  waiting  for  planes  in  a 
strange country. “The eyes of the LORD are in every place,” – at home, 
at  school,  at  work,  in  the  street,  alone,  in  company.  “Every place.” 
Bless God for it.

But again, there is another solemn side. “The eyes of the LORD are 
in every place, beholding the evil and the good.” Now, that is a word 
you need to remember. You will never be away from the all-seeing eye 
of God. There will never be a place where you can say: ‘Well, I can sin 
without restraint, because God will not see me.’ Because God will see 
you.  God does see you. “Thou God seest me” is a restraint in the heart 
of God’s dear people. It is. It is one of the essences of “the fear of the 
Lord.” 

But then, there is this beautiful word: “The eyes of the LORD are 
upon the righteous,  and His ears are open unto their cry.”  That is a 
mercy, wherever the righteous may be found. Even if it is like Jonah, 
down in the belly of the whale. You say: ‘A righteous man down there! 
Dare you call him righteous?’ Well, friends, in his own state, of course 
he  was  not.  He  was  a  poor,  sinning  rebel.  But,  he  was  still  in  the 
covenant. I told you – God does not abandon His scholars.

“Rebellious thou hast been,
  And art rebellious still;

         But since in love I took thee in,
  My promise I’ll fulfil.”

H. Fowler

His eye was upon Jonah down in the belly of the whale, and He heard 
his prayer.  His prayer  went  up to the very throne of  God,  and was 
heard.  Bless  God  for  that.  “The  eyes  of  the  LORD are  upon  the 
righteous.” Those who plead for Jesus’ sake; those who come in His 
name; those who shelter beneath His blood, His righteousness, His love 
and His mercy.  “I will guide thee with Mine eye.”  It  is an eye that 
never sleeps, it is an eye that never errs, it is an eye that is perfect in 
wisdom  and  knowledge,  and  it  is  a  tender,  loving  eye.  “He  that 
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toucheth you toucheth the apple of His eye.” That is how tender His 
love is towards His dear children.

Well,  here  is  a  wonderful  word  for  you  to  plead,  this  morning, 
trembling child of God, who watches and waits to see what the Lord 
would do for you. “I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which 
thou shalt go: I will guide thee with Mine eye.” And friends, when we 
get right down to the last step of the journey; that last, solemn step, 
which is  from time into eternity,  how blessed to be even instructed 
there, and taught how to die! And, if God has taught you and I how to 
live, He will teach us how to die, as well. He will. And how to praise 
Him through all eternity.  One thing is certain – everyone in Christ’s 
school will get safe home to glory, without exception. Even that last 
hoof that we read of in the Book of the Exodus got safely across the 
Red Sea, and so will that last hoof here this morning –. the least in 
Christ’s school, the slowest of all scholars, the one who has taken so 
much time to learn when others seem to learn much more quickly. “I 
will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will 
guide thee with Mine eye.” Take it home, dear friend; pray over it and 
plead it. But beg God for a witness from His own lips that you are in 
His school, and not the devil’s.

Amen.
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