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Text:  “I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as 

a cloud, thy sins: return unto Me; for I have redeemed thee.” Isaiah 44, 

verse 22 

 

 It is a most blessed fact that the Old Testament patriarchs were 

saved in the same way as the New Testament gospel proclaims. True – 

the dear Saviour had not yet come. True – the blood of Calvary had not 

been shed. But, nonetheless, the way of salvation in the Old Testament 

was just the same as in the New. They looked forward to the coming 

Saviour. I hope we look back. As the hymnwriter says: 

 
“My soul looks back to see 

         The burdens Thou didst bear, 

              When hanging on the accursed tree, 

         And hopes her guilt was there.” 

I. Watts 

 

Now firstly, there is a natural thing we must say about the chapter, 

before we come to the words of our text themselves. In one sense, they 

were a promise that the Lord, at the end of the captivity, would return 

His ancient people to their land. In that sense, He would cover all their 

faults and follies that had brought the captivity upon them; that was yet 

to come in Isaiah‟s day. And so clear was this promise, that God, even 

one hundred and forty years before Cyrus was born, named him. He 

said what his name would be, and that he would be the one that would 

be used of God to unlock the gates of captivity, release God‟s people 

and let them return to their ancient land. In that sense, they would know 

the forgiving love and forbearing mercy of a covenant God, in a 

national way. That lies, as it were, in the context of our verse this 

evening. 
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But, dear friends, surely we want to go somewhat deeper than that, 

because the things of God are for the spiritual Israel. What Isaiah was 

speaking of here went much deeper than the foretelling of the return 

from captivity. He is speaking here about the greatest of all blessings, 

and that is the pardon of our sins. “I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, 

thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto Me; for I have 

redeemed thee.”  

 

So first of all, this evening hour, we must dwell for a moment or 

two on what this word „transgression‟ means, and what the word „sin‟ 

means. Notice it is: “thy transgressions” and “thy sins.” They are 

spoken of here as a thick cloud, a lowering cloud, a dark cloud, a heavy 

cloud, an impenetrable cloud that needs to be dealt with. “Thy 

transgressions.” First of all, that word „transgression‟ brings before us a 

principle. God, when He created man, made him accountable to His 

Creator. And, in so doing, He gave him a boundary to live within, 

which, if he did so, there would then be approbation. There would be 

peace and there would be prosperity. That boundary was God‟s holy 

law. But, as you know, sometimes when you go out into the country, 

you read that sign – “Trespassers will be prosecuted.” If you stay the 

right side of that notice, no one can lay a hand on you. But, if you cross 

over into that forbidden territory, you are under the penalty of being 

arrested, and fined for crossing the boundary that you should not have 

intruded upon. You say: „But many people do that, and are never found 

out.‟ Yes, dear friends, that is quite true, but God sees them. And we 

come to deeper things. Yes, every day, all day, sinners are transgressing 

God‟s holy law; crossing the boundary. You say: „But they are not all 

brought to book. They go on sinning, and breaking down the hedges.‟ 

Yes, but God will bring them to account – if not this side of the grave, 

certainly the other – remember that. Sooner or later, every sin that has 

ever been committed on the face of this earth must be dealt with; either 

in the way in which our text wonderfully describes, or in the Day of 

Judgment when (it will be a most solemn, dreadful thing) your sins like 

a millstone around your neck – all those transgressions when you broke 

through the hedge of God‟s holy law – will plunge you down into an 

eternal abyss of misery where you will join the lost for ever and ever. 
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Ah! Men may laugh. They may cavil. They may say we should not 

speak about such things to frighten people. The Word of God is clear. 

There is such a place as I have just described. The Word of God says, 

“the way of transgressors is hard.” And it certainly will be hard in 

eternity to come, if repentance is not known and experienced by that 

transgressor. 

 

We read in another place: “Whoso breaketh an hedge, a serpent 

shall bite him.” And a child of God has to prove that. If you break 

through the hedge of God‟s holy law, and God‟s holy commands, you 

can be sure, sooner or later, a serpent will bite you. Your conscience 

will become bitten and smitten. It will indeed. Take warning, then. This 

word „transgression‟ is a solemn word; a word that you and I should 

take much note of. I remember when I was at school, there was a hedge 

around the playing field that we were not supposed to break through. It 

was a short cut into the school. But, first one boy went through it, and 

he got scratched pretty badly. Then the next boy would follow, and he 

would get scratched a little bit. And, after nine or ten boys had gone 

through, it became wide enough for everyone to go through, and no one 

was scratched. Did that make it right? No. And, my dear friends, 

repeated sin does not make it right. You may keep breaking through 

that hedge and say: „Well, nothing happens. No one has brought me to 

book. Others are doing it; it seems to be a free way.‟ But, friends, it 

does not make it right. Sooner or later, He whose hedge it is will bring 

you to book. “Thy transgressions.” 

 

Then we have this word: „sins.‟ What about those? It is very 

interesting to notice that the word „sin‟ comes (at its root) from „a 

deceitful bow.‟ You know if you shoot a bow and arrow, (some of us 

did that when we were younger) you expect the arrow to go in a 

straight line. If the bow is a good bow, it will do. But if the bow is 

malformed, then the arrow will go astray. And that is what sin is. It is a 

deceitful bow, and it goes astray. It does not send the arrow in a straight 

line; it goes astray from the straight and the narrow. The little word 

„sin‟ is easily spelt, but the most important letter is the one in the 

middle of it: „i.‟ Sin is personal. Cain tried to offload his sins in an 
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ungracious way. The Lord said: “Sin lieth at the door.” And unless God 

remove it, sinner, sin lies at your door, and mine. However young you 

are; however old you are, unless God remove it from your door, it lays 

there waiting to be dealt with. “Thy sins.” It is very personal, because 

we are all personally accountable to our God in this great matter of sin. 

Therefore it becomes a personal thing. It is a very individual matter – 

conviction of sin. 

 

Well, through the dear prophet here, the Lord says, concerning the 

sins of the transgressions of Israel, they have been blotted out. “I have 

blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy 

sins.” Now, what has God done to accomplish this? First of all, did 

Israel deserve it? Not a bit of it. And friends, nor do you deserve it, and 

nor do I. If our forgiveness depended on our deserts, we would never be 

forgiven. Mercy would never reach us. No. But, bless God, mercy is in 

the heart of God. It comes to the undeserving and the unmeriting. Yes, 

“the vilest sinner out of hell, who lives to feel his need,” proves the 

mercy of it. “Thy transgressions”; “thy sins.” How does God do it? 

First of all, notice God must blot them out. You say: „Well, I have 

forgotten most of my sins.‟ God hasn‟t! Remember that. 

 

“I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a 

cloud, thy sins.” Yes, there are a people to whom God says: „I will 

remember them no more,‟ – we will come to that in a moment. I am 

speaking now of the sinner before he knows the gospel; before he is 

brought to the Remedy. He has to prove that God has remembered his 

sins; sins you might have forgotten years ago – sins of your youth, sins 

of your childhood days, more recent sins. Because your memory is 

short – conveniently short – you have forgotten most of them. You 

think that because they have been forgotten by you and by others, that 

God has forgotten them. No, that is not right. The Word of God tells us, 

in The Revelation, that there are books written with the lives of all that 

have ever lived on the face of this earth. What a solemn account is 

being written of your life, and mine! Bless God there is another book 

called “the book of life”; “the Lamb‟s book of life.” And all who are 

found in that blessed book, there is One who has given an account for 
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them, who stands up for them and presents His merits and blood on 

their behalf as we will notice in a moment. But, just think, your sins 

and your transgressions in thought, and word, and deed have been 

recorded in God‟s book. They have! Just because your memory is short 

– conveniently short – God‟s is not. 

 

So, what is to be done, then? What is to be done with these sins? 

How are they to be blotted out? Well, dear friends, we come now to the 

very essence of the gospel. You have heard it so many times. You say: 

„Well, we know what you are going to say.‟ You may well do. But do 

you know it in your heart? Have you proved it? Have you experienced 

it? What will blot out our transgressions and our sins? Just a word here 

about the interpretation of our text, because it may be looked at in two 

ways. Some have suggested that the thick cloud, as it were, is God 

bringing a thick cloud between us and our transgressions, so that the 

transgressions are hidden. But I rather like it another way. The cloud is 

our sins, and it is just like when the sun rises. It disperses the cloud, 

doesn‟t it? It scatters it and the light breaks through. The other day I 

was driving on the motorway, I wasn‟t far from the Severn Estuary. It 

was a beautiful day where we were, but a thick cloud was hanging right 

over the Severn Estuary. You couldn‟t see across it. When we came 

back, it had gone. What had done it? The sun had burnt it off; the thick 

cloud had been dispersed. Well, dear friends, so it is when the Sun of 

Righteousness – He who is the gospel – arises in the hearts of poor 

sinners who feel the things I have been speaking about this evening 

hour. Perhaps, even tonight, there is a thick cloud of transgression in 

your conscience, in your heart and in your mind. And every time you 

try to pray, there is that thick cloud. You come to God‟s Word, and it 

stands between you and the Word of God. You come into God‟s house 

– you are guilty, guilty, guilty! You cannot penetrate through, can you? 

Well, if the Sun of Righteousness arise, with healing in His wings, it 

will blot out that cloud. It will disperse it, it will no more be seen. And 

you will know what our text means. 

 

But, how does the Sun of Righteousness do it? What will hide our 

sins from God‟s sight? First of all, dear friends, that law, that you and I 
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have transgressed, needs to be satisfied. It needs to be pacified. It 

needs, in all its demands, to be met, both in obedience and in payment. 

So, first of all, you need a righteousness to cover your sins. Adam and 

Eve got very busy when they first sinned, didn‟t they? They wove those 

fig leaves together and quickly made some garments to cover 

themselves. And a man-made religion is very quickly assembled, and 

serves the purpose well for those who look only on the outward 

appearance. But – “the LORD looketh on the heart.” When God came, 

they soon found that their attempt to cover their sin was nothing but 

shame. That word in Proverbs tells us about that, doesn‟t it? “He that 

covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh 

them shall have mercy.” I draw a bow at a venture. Is there one here 

tonight, a young one, perhaps, and you know you have sinned and you 

have tried to cover it up? You have woven a web of deceit and lies to 

try and hide it from those with whom you have to do; your parents, 

perhaps, or those at school, or those at work. I know not – I draw a bow 

at a venture. Friend, you are taking the wrong path altogether with that 

transgression and that sin. The Word of God says, „confess it.‟ First to 

God Himself, whose law you have broken, and then to whoever it is 

you have offended by it, and the Word of God says you “shall have 

mercy.” May God give you the grace of confession; humbling yourself 

under God‟s mighty hand in this great matter; not hiding from Him 

what you really are. 

 

We come back to our text. How is it blotted out? Well, the dear 

Saviour Himself, came under that law. That is why He became a Man, 

that He might redeem sinners that are under the law. Mankind is under 

the law. To redeem His Church, who were among the sons of Adam, 

the Saviour must assume their nature – body and soul – to be under the 

same law that they were under. “For verily He took not on Him the 

nature of angels; but He took on Him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore 

in all things it behoved him to be made like unto His brethren, that He 

might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, 

to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.” (Hebrews 2 verses 16 

&17). And, wonder of wonders, sinners are saved! What a great 

mystery! A deep mystery, and neither you nor I can explain it, except in 
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the words of divine sovereignty. But, in order to redeem sinners, the 

dear Saviour takes the nature – sin excepted – of sinners. Bone of their 

bone, flesh of their flesh, and, as it were, soul of their soul – the same 

in every sense. “Like unto His brethren.” And He came to blot out the 

transgression of His dear people by living under the law of perfect 

obedience. Not for Himself; He did not need a righteousness for 

Himself. He was the holy Son of God. His human nature was holy. He 

did not need a righteousness for Himself, but His Church needed it. So 

He sat, as it were, under that law. He humbled Himself under it until all 

the righteousness was completed and done, the work finished, the robe 

completed – blessed robe, complete robe! And when that covers the 

sinner, it blots out their transgression, and God the Father looks on 

them through His dear Son. Then He sees no fault in them. “Thou art 

all fair, my love;” He says, “there is no spot in thee.” 

 
“And, lest the shadow of a spot 

     Should on my soul be found, 

       He took the robe the Saviour wrought, 

     And cast it all around.” 

I. Watts 

 

Oh! Blessed work this, then, of the dear Saviour, is it not? 

 

 But then, something else the dear Saviour came to do. Not just to 

weave out that robe of righteousness to cover your poor, guilty soul, 

sinner. But, what about the payment? The law demands payment; 

satisfaction. I think I have told you about those boys who were playing 

football, and the ball went through a window. And there is the window, 

smashed. The little boy went home to his father and told him what had 

happened. „Well,‟ said the father, „you must go and say sorry.‟ So they 

went to the man whose window it was, and knocked the door. „We have 

come to say sorry.‟ „Yes,‟ said the man, „that‟s quite alright. I freely 

forgive you. But someone will have to pay.‟ And the father said: „I will 

pay for it. I will pay for that window that has been shattered.‟ And thus 

the boy was freed from his obligation by his kind, loving father. So did 

the dear Saviour, knowing the law had said: „Somebody must pay.‟ 
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And who could pay such a price as the law demands? Only the precious 

blood of Christ would do. Only the blood of God incarnate could do. 

No other blood could do, no other efforts could do, no other name 

would do, no other substitute would do, no other surety would do, but 

the dear Redeemer. “The Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 

the world.” It is the blood of Jesus Christ, God‟s Son, that cleanseth us 

from all sin. No other blood, no other name, no other hope but this. 

Dear friends, may you know this – the water and the blood. 
 

“Let the water and the blood, 

         From Thy riven side which flowed, 

         Be of sin the double cure, 

            Cleanse me from its guilt and power.” 

A.M. Toplady 
 

So, if we are in Christ, (and we will come to that in a moment) God 

looks down on us through His dear Son. He does not behold our 

transgressions, our follies, our failings or our faults, but He views us in 

Christ. What did you sing in this morning‟s hymn?  

 
“To Christ for help I fly, 

         The Friend of sinners lost.” 

J. Berridge 

 

Oh, poor, guilty sinner, that is where you must be fleeing! May the 

Holy Ghost help you so to do. To the cleft in the Rock; to this Jesus, 

that receives sinners, and eateth with them. He, who will not turn away 

 
“The vilest sinner out of hell, 

         Who lives to feel his need.” 

W. Gadsby 
 

Oh! The wonder of this word: “I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy 

transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins.” 
 

 I now want to look at this as the work of the Trinity, and you will 

see a following through. First of all, this work was no afterthought of 
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God. When I was a student, I was talking to a fellow student, about 

religion. He was what we would call an Arminian – a person who 

believes in the freewill of man. He made this statement: „When God 

made Adam and Eve, they were created with an ability to fulfil the law, 

and to do what God commanded them. But they were a disappointment 

to God. So He had to think again, after Adam and Eve had sinned.‟ I 

said: „That cannot be. Yes, God hated Adam and Eve‟s sins; He hates 

your sins and mine. But He did not have to think again about the 

method of salvation. It was not as though Almighty God‟s plans lay in 

ruins. The devil thought they were, perhaps – but they were not. Oh! 

Blessed be God – even before man sinned, (you sung of it in your 

opening hymn) [633] even before the world was formed – in the 

covenant of grace, God the Father made this provision of forgiveness 

for poor sinners in a precious Christ. Even before they had sinned and 

broken the law, He viewed them in His dear Son. He gave them to His 

dear Son to redeem. The decree of forgiveness went forth from all 

eternity. As I said this morning – what the Lord said to Jeremiah – “I 

have loved thee with an everlasting love.” He did not love Jeremiah‟s 

sins. No. But, friends, He loved him so much as to put away his sins; 

He decreed it should be done from everlasting. You say: „This is high 

doctrine.‟ It is. It is like a mountain top that we cannot often see – it is 

hidden in the clouds. But it is there, nonetheless. It is the truth – the 

covenant of grace. So, the Father, here, in a sense, says: „I have blotted 

out. It is My decree. In the covenant of grace I have ordained it should 

be so. I have made this provision.‟ 
 

 Secondly, as I have already spoken, the dear Son blots out our sins. 

It is His obedience and blood that accomplishes it. Nothing else could 

do it, and God the Father will be satisfied with nothing less. That is 

why He sent His only begotten Son. “For God so loved the world, that 

He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
 

    But then thirdly, what about the blessed Spirit? He blots our sins out. 

How does He do it? Friend, this is the work of application. There are 

those here tonight who I believe can say: „Yes, I do believe that in the 
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covenant of grace this great blessing was ordained. The Word of God 

tells me it was so, and it is so. Yes, I do believe the dear Lamb of God 

came to save sinners – I know it from His own Word, and I see it in the 

gospel. I believe what you say about His obedience and His blood.‟ 

But, sinner, you must go one step further, by God‟s grace and God‟s 

help alone. You need now, by the Holy Ghost, to be able to lay your 

foundation hope, as it were, on this precious Christ. You need now the 

help of the Holy Ghost, as it were, to cast anchor in Christ. That is what 

you need now. You need what we call „application‟ – the blessed Spirit 

leading you to the cross, and through the cross of Christ, yes, to those 

blessed decrees of the Father. Oh, we want this work now! You just 

sang in our hymn: 
 

“Assure my conscience of her part 

      In the Redeemer‟s blood; 

         And bear Thy witness with my heart, 

      That I am born of God.” 

I. Watts 

 

Now, how will we know if our sins are blotted out and if our 

transgressions have been removed? What marks accompany 

forgiveness? How may we know if we are a forgiven sinner? Well, of 

course, there is that which we read of in Acts 3. We read of two things 

that accompany forgiveness. I will just remind you of what we read in 

that very precious chapter, when Peter was so enabled to preach the 

gospel with Pentecostal power. “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, 

that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall 

come from the presence of the Lord.” You will notice there are three 

things there: repentance, conversion and times of refreshing. Those 

three things accompany forgiveness. Repentance – that is a godly 

sorrow over sin. Not just a godly sorrow over the punishment of sin. 

You can be sorry for a punishment, but not for the sin. No. God‟s 

people are sorry for the sin. But especially they are sorry when they get 

a faith‟s eye view of Calvary; of what sin cost the Saviour. That is real 

repentance. Yes, there is a measure of terror under the law, when it 

demands what we cannot give, and threatens eternal misery. 
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“And if my soul were sent to hell, 

         Thy righteous law approves it well.”  

I. Watts 

 

That is, in measure, a right feeling. But, friends, the depth of repentance 

is when, by faith, we see Christ on the cross; when we see the just One 

bearing the sins of the unjust; the Guiltless bearing the sins of the 

guilty! Oh, to see the strokes of divine justice fall on Him and not on 

the guilty sinner – that is when we begin to know what repentance is! 

And to know more of what our sins cost the Saviour. This is “godly 

sorrow” that “worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of.” 

May you not be satisfied with anything less than that “godly sorrow.” 

Oh, a faith‟s eye view of Calvary will bring it! 

 

 Secondly, it speaks of conversion. What does that mean? Not that 

we can convert ourselves, any more than we can give repentance to 

ourselves. Peter knew that. He knew that was the Holy Ghost‟s work; it 

is very evident in that chapter. What is conversion? It is a complete 

change of life. It is a leaving of those sins. It is a turning your back 

upon them, so that Saul „the destroyer‟, becomes Paul „the worker‟. 

Zacchaeus, who was a defrauder, restores fourfold all that he has taken 

and gives half of his goods to the poor. That is repentance. That is 

conversion. A complete change of life. The heart changed, the will 

renewed, the feet turned to Zion‟s hill – that is repentance; that is 

conversion. Oh, that we might see more of this in our day – the great 

change that grace brings! A change of heart, a change of spirit, a 

change of mind, a change of attitude, a change of affection – 

conversion. 

 

 But then: “the times of refreshing.” That is a beautiful word, isn‟t 

it? “The times of refreshing.” But what will refresh this soul? Why, a 

smile from a once offended God. A smile of forgiveness; a smile of 

reconciliation – that refreshes. What refreshed the prodigal son most of 

all when he returned to his father? It was that kiss, wasn‟t it? I know 

there were the other things brought forth; we could speak at length 

about those. But it was a wonderful thing that the father kissed him in 
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all his rags, with all the smell of the swine. That poor, guilty man, 

reaping where he had sown, was embraced by his father. There was a 

smile of forgiveness. A time of refreshing. Have you ever had a time of 

refreshing like that, under the Word of God? Has the Lord smiled on 

you through His dear Son? It was a smile of forgiveness. He may not 

have said: „Thy sins, which are many, are all forgiven thee,‟ in as many 

words. But His actions, (I say that most reverently) His manner toward 

you was such that you could rightly infer, by God‟s grace, and with the 

Holy Ghost‟s witness, that you had an interest in the gospel; in the 

blood and the righteousness of Christ. Oh, that the Lord may bring us 

into these things with these times of refreshing! When some sweet 

gospel promise comes from the lips of our Beloved: “Come unto Me, 

all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Or a 

word like this: “But this Man, because He continueth ever, hath an 

unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore He is able also to save them to the 

uttermost that come unto God by Him.” That is a time of refreshing. 

There is forgiveness in it, and there is mercy in it. 

 
“And when we are wounded by sin, 

         And scarcely a prayer can repeat, 

         The mercy that heals us again, 

         Is mercy transportingly sweet.” 

R. Burham 

 

Oh, for more restoring mercy! “I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy 

transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto Me; for I have 

redeemed thee.” Blessed words of welcome to this returning sinner, 

here, are they not? 

 

 One further thing about this blotting out which is so important. That 

is that this sinner has an Advocate. In a court of law, when there is 

someone accused, he has a barrister. The barrister argues that man‟s 

case. Sadly, in the day in which we are living, they often call black 

white and white black, to try and convince the jury of the innocence of 

the accused, whether it is so, or not. In this case, of course, dear friend, 

the sinner is guilty. No extenuating circumstances, no excuses 
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whatsoever. And the great Advocate I am going to speak of does not 

make an excuse for the sins of the one He is appearing on behalf of. 

No. And you must not make excuse, either. Sin is inexcusable – make 

no mistake about it. But what this dear Advocate does, is to say: „Yes, I 

know this sinner is as black as the law declares him to be. I know it 

more than he himself knows. But, I present here, on his behalf, a 

perfect obedience – My righteousness; a perfect payment – My blood.‟ 

It answers for him. And the great Judge of all says: „I am satisfied. I am 

well pleased. Let that sinner go. In My account there is nothing against 

his name whatsoever. He is viewed in Christ.‟ “We have an Advocate 

with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous.” And when we come down 

to die, and we launch from time into  eternity – the most solemn step 

we will ever take – how blessed it will be when we launch into that 

unknown, and stand before that great white throne, to find we have an 

Advocate with the Father! Dreadfully solemn, sinner, if not! I know, in 

some courts of law, some people argue their own case. They are so 

confident they can convince a judge and a jury without any help from 

an advocate. You will never convince almighty God, in your own 

standing, of your „innocence‟, I tell you. If you have no Advocate, no 

High Priest and no Daysman, you are lost. You need what one good 

man said: 

 
“But since my Saviour stands between, 

      In garments dyed in blood, 

         ‟Tis He, instead of me, is seen, 

      When I approach to God.” 

J. Newton 

 

Now, that blots it all out. “He, instead of me, is seen.” Yes, I am guilty, 

vile, unworthy, filthy, wretched – words cannot describe me. But: “He, 

instead of me, is seen.” The loveliness of Christ, the perfection of 

Christ, the merits of Christ, the mercy of Christ, the love of Christ and 

the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ answers for this sinner. 

 
“Justice cried, “I‟m satisfied, 

             Now, henceforth, for ever.” ” 

J. Hart 



14 

 

 

“I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a 

cloud, thy sins: return unto Me.” You have every reason, pardoned 

sinner, to return, have you not? This is the greatest of all loves that has 

ever been shown. “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 

down his life for his friends.” The dear Saviour has done it. “Return 

unto Me,” He says, “for I have redeemed thee.” And so, every 

quickened soul, by the Holy Ghost, will be brought into this state of felt 

sinner-ship, but, in God‟s time, and in God‟s measure, will be brought 

to know the Remedy for sin. 

 
“Convince us of our sin, 

        Then lead to Jesus‟ blood; 

              And to our wondering view reveal 

        The secret love of God.” 

J. Hart 

 

„I have redeemed thee; bought thee back.‟ And friends, if God has 

bought back something, then He will have that purchase. He will. He 

will not lose it. “There shall not an hoof be left behind.” 

 

One further thought, and I will leave it. A forgiven sinner is a 

forgiving sinner. I want you to remember that. Those of you who 

profess to have been forgiven, should be forgiving. We read of the man 

who owed a tremendous amount of money. He pleaded for mercy, and 

he was forgiven. Then he went out and grabbed a man who owed him 

just a pittance, and tried to get it from him. He was solemnly dealt with 

because of his unforgiving spirit. The Lord Jesus Christ says: “If ye 

forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 

trespasses.” One thing is certain – if the gospel I have been trying to 

preach tonight, in my poor way, touches your heart, you will be a 

forgiving sinner. You will be so aware of the debt you owe, that you 

will be more than willing to forgive others who owe you a pin prick 

compared with the mountain you owe to your Saviour. Friends, here is 

the spirit of the gospel, and may we see more of it. “I have blotted out, 

as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return 
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unto Me; for I have redeemed thee.” I leave you with this blessed word: 

“All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh 

to Me I will in no wise cast out.” That is the gospel. May we be 

beneficiaries of it, by grace – free grace – alone.  

Amen. 


