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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 27
th
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Text:  “Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But 

where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” Romans 5, verse 

20. 

 

 You will notice that, in our text this morning, the apostle brings 

before us four things. He speaks of sin, he speaks of offence, he speaks 

of the law and he speaks of grace. In our discourse this morning, with 

the Lord‟s help, I hope we may understand just what the apostle means 

when he speaks of those four words – sin, offence, the law and grace. 

 

Paul was writing to the Church at Rome. It might amaze us to think 

there was even a Church of Christ at Rome in the day in which Paul 

lived. Rome was an exceedingly wicked city. At the time that Paul 

lived, it was at the zenith of its power. But already the seeds of its own 

decay were beginning to show themselves. In fact, every empire that 

this world has ever known, in the end has destroyed itself. This nation 

is no exception to that. At one time the British Empire spread across the 

face of this world; now where has it gone? And why has it gone? 

Because we have sown the seeds of our own destruction. It was very 

true of Rome. While there was much power, much authority and much 

apparent prosperity, yet immorality and ungodliness of the worst kind, 

were rampant in the city of Rome. Rome was a byword for that which 

God hates. So it should surprise us, in one sense, that in that mighty 

city (which was, we might say, the very seat of antichrist), God – and 

note what I am just saying – God planted a Church. Friends, “with God 

all things are possible.” There is no place on the face of this earth too 

dark, too sin-ridden, too sin-infested, too Satan-dominated, but God, if 

it be His sovereign will, can and will establish a Church there. We go 

further. Friend, there is no heart too black, too base, too vile, too far 

into Satan‟s thrall, too unclean, too unrighteous, too ungodly, but if 

God determine to save that soul, saved it will be, in the method of 

which our text speaks. Oh, may we never sit down in despair! We live 
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in terrible days; dreadful days. And the days are going to get worse and 

worse, as the Lord Himself has said: “Iniquity shall abound, the love of 

many shall wax cold.” And: “men‟s hearts failing them for fear.” We 

are living in such days. But the message of the gospel is just the same 

today as it was in wicked and evil Rome. It is by grace God saves 

sinners. It is by grace God plucks them as brands from the burning, 

prepares them as heirs of glory, and takes them home to adore His dear 

name for ever and ever. 

 

So we may on the one hand, be amazed there was such a Church at 

Rome: on the other hand, we should praise God there is such an 

evidence in Holy Writ of what God can do in the most uncongenial of 

circumstances and the most barren of environments. He can and He 

will, according to His will, establish a Church for the honour and glory 

of His dear name. 

 

Is there one here this morning, who feels so barren, so dead, so 

dark, so un-Christlike, so ungodly, so unspiritual and so lacking in all 

the evidences that you believe belong to Christ‟s Church? Well, my 

dear friend, may not you take encouragement in what I have just said? 

If God is so pleased to visit sinners in the way I have described – why 

not you? We sometimes sing: 

 
“And if free grace, why not for me?” 

C. Cole 

 

It does not come because we deserve it, it does not come because we 

earn it, it does not come because we have merited it, it does not come 

because we have been this, that, or the other. It comes from the 

sovereign will of a sovereign God. John Newton says: 

 
“Determined to save, He watched o‟er my path, 

     When, Satan‟s blind slave, I sported with death. 

     And can He have taught me to trust in His name, 

     And thus far have brought me to put me to shame? 

J. Newton 
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 Now, let us, with God‟s help, consider these four words found in 

our text, for they are very important words. They are vital words. If you 

are to be saved by the grace in our text, you need, by grace, to 

understand what they mean, and have, by the Spirit‟s own teaching, an 

understanding of them. 

 

First of all, we take that word „sin.‟ What is sin? What does the 

Word of God tell us sin is? And where did it have its origin? Why is 

there such a thing as sin on the face of this earth? And we come closer 

– why is there such a thing as sin in your heart and mine, that is at 

times so evident? It is so obvious that we are sinners. What is sin? And 

why is sin in us, as it is? The Word of God tells us what sin is. “Sin is 

the transgression of the law.” That word „transgression‟ means that God 

has put a bound around man for his good, and for God‟s honour and 

glory, which we call the law. While man remains within that bound, he 

will reap the benefits of being under the law, in a good sense. But every 

time he crosses that bound, he sins. And friends, it is not just 

outwardly; it is inwardly. By nature we are sinners in thought and word 

and deed continually, as we cross that bound which God has put within 

us, and the law around us. And though the law says: “Thou shalt not” 

(and it justly says that) yet we find there is a dreadful antipathy in our 

will to that “thou shalt not”; a determination to do what the law forbids, 

and not to do what the law commands. 

 

Why are we like that? Do you understand why we are sinners? 

Where is sin‟s origin? When God created man, on the face of this earth, 

He created him innocent and pure. There was no uncleanness in him. 

There was no rebellion in him. There was no falsity in him; nothing 

fickle. There were no evil thoughts, no malicious ambitions. There was 

no unkindness; nothing ungodly within him. He was made “in the 

image of God.” Adam and Eve came forth from the hand of God in that 

purity which was indeed an honour to their Creator. It was their great 

happiness. But, in the mystery of God‟s Word, we read of one called 

Satan. He is called, by the hymnwriter, the prince of darkness. We 

know from God‟s holy Word that is not a myth, not a legend, not a 

fable, not even an allegory. It is an actual fact that this fallen angel, 
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Satan (for that is what he is) entered the Garden of Eden, and 

introduced this dreadful word „sin‟ into the vocabulary of man. First he 

tempted Eve to be disobedient, and then Adam. And when they partook 

of those fruits, they became sinners. It was not just that they had sinned 

– it was more than that. Their very nature became sinful. Just as when 

you hold a ball in your hand and let it go, it goes down (gravity pulls it 

down) – so is your nature and my nature, too. As we are born in Adam, 

our natural propensity is to sin against God, because we are sin; we are 

sinners. It is what Paul is telling the Church at Rome, and those to 

whom he is writing. Whether they be Jew or Gentile, he spends the first 

three chapters pointing out that they are sinners; sinners in danger of 

eternal perdition, who deserve eternal misery and who, under the law, 

are condemned and cursed. This is the word „sin.‟ It is like a dreadful 

infection. At the moment, there is this great danger of Swine Flu.  How 

infectious it is! What great precautions are being taken here, there and 

everywhere to try and preserve men from it! Don‟t mistake me – that is 

right. But, friends, none can be preserved from this infection – sin, 

because we are born in it. We have inherited it from Adam. We have 

come forth, as David said, from the womb, “speaking lies.” We come 

into this world as sinners; even those little babes who lie in their 

mother‟s arms, and look so innocent. When Eve looked on Cain, that 

newborn son, what a lovely boy he must have looked! How innocent! 

“I have gotten a man from the LORD,” she said; and she had. Little did 

she know she was holding in her arms a murderer! Who would have 

thought it? But he inherited from his parents a sinful nature. And we 

have passed on our sinful nature to our children, and they will to their 

children, and so it goes on. “As in Adam all die.” “By one man‟s 

disobedience many were made sinners.” 

 

I said just now that “sin is the transgression of the law.” It is God’s 

law. We live in a day when men hate God‟s laws. In the last ten or 

twenty years particularly, our nation has spent many hours in 

Parliament sinfully passing legislation which contradicts God‟s laws; 

legislation which makes it, according to man‟s law, quite alright to 

disobey God‟s law. In so doing, they think they are discarding the law 

of God, and are somehow free from it. They are certainly not, and nor 
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are you, and nor am I. God‟s law, like Himself, is unchangeable. 

Whatever foolish man may do in passing his resolutions, and his Acts 

of Parliament, to try to satisfy a fallen nature, God‟s law remains 

inviolate. Now, do remember that. We are not in any way to think that 

God is going to adapt His laws to the fallen nature of man. It would be 

an offence to His holy majesty. It would be an abrogation of His 

justice, were He to do so. He would cease to be God if He did that. Oh, 

dear friends! We must ever remember that. God loves His holy law, the 

justice that has decreed it and the holiness which it enjoins. But – and 

here is the dreadful thing we have to confess – by nature men do not 

see sin as God sees it. That word „offence‟ in our text is something that 

men know nothing of, until the law enters. We may speak of that in a 

moment. Sin is not offensive to man by nature. It is not offensive to 

man to be a liar, a drunkard, to be wordly or carnal. It is so pleasing to 

his fallen nature, that he foolishly calls it happiness. What folly and 

what stupidity! But there we are; by nature we are fools – the Word of 

God says so. How, then, is sin going to become an offence? How are 

we going to see it as God sees it? That is the great point. Until you see 

it as God sees it, you will never know your need of the blessed word 

„grace‟ that is in our text.  

 

So, how does God make men see sin as He sees it? Our text tells us. 

“The law entered, that the offence might abound.” It would seem that 

the great majority of men (and there may be some here this morning, 

and I am not throwing stones in saying this) are walking about this 

earth like criminals who have not yet been apprehended. They have 

broken the law, but, as yet, the hand of justice has not laid its hand 

upon them and brought them to book. The offence has not yet been 

revealed, in a judicial sense. That is what man is, generally speaking, 

by nature. Friends, it would be wrong for me to assume there are not 

some here, this morning, who are just in that solemn and dreadful state. 

You are sinners – we all are. You have offended divine justice. But as 

yet, you do not realise the offence. You are not concerned about it. You 

do not realise the debt you owe to justice, nor the offences caused to 

your Creator, nor the certainty with which He will deal with it. All this 

you are ignorant of. Peter says: “they willingly are ignorant.” You are 
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willingly ignorant of this solemn, dreadful fact that God hates sin, and 

must deal with it. It would be a great mercy if this aspect of our text 

this morning stirred some sleepy hearts, some dead hearts into divine 

life, to begin to ask that question: „where have I offended God?‟ There 

is a prayer that we sometimes read at the end of Psalm 139. It would be 

a great mercy if you were led to pray this prayer. Verses 23 and 24: it is 

a prayer for us all, this morning. The living will certainly be praying it. 

It would be a mercy if God stirred dead hearts to begin to live and pray 

a prayer like this: “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and 

know my thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead 

me in the way everlasting.” Are you willing to have your heart 

searched, this morning? Your home searched? Your life searched? 

Your thoughts searched? Your ambitions searched? Your workplace 

searched? “Search me, O God, and know my heart.” It is a big prayer; a 

tremendous prayer. If God begin to do that, dear friends, you will then 

learn what John Newton meant when he said: 

 
“Since I can hardly, therefore, bear 

           What in myself I see; 

        How vile and black must I appear, 

     Most holy God, to Thee!” 

 J. Newton 

 

It is my desire that those among us this morning, who yet know 

nothing of this word „offence,‟ may learn something of it. It is 

absolutely essential if you are to understand the gospel. Be sure of this 

– if you do not know what that word „offence‟ means this side of the 

grave, you will the other. But then, there is no gospel to be preached to 

a lost sinner the other side of the grave. There are no arms of mercy to 

gather them in. There is no precious blood to plead in a lost eternity. 

Do remember that. I say again, friends – it would be a great mercy, if 

you have never prayed before, that you might go on your knees when 

you get home (if not literally, in spirit) and say: „Lord, search me out. 

Show me where I am wrong. Show me what offends Thee in my life, in 

my relationships or in my attitude, in my spirit, in my words, in my 

ways. Lord, leave nothing unturned. Show me what I am, Lord.‟ There 
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is the well known story of that godly kitchen maid. (She wasn‟t godly 

when the minister first met her.) He went to do the usual round of 

catechism, which they do in the Scottish Church. Calling at a certain 

house, he wanted to know if all the family were there. They said: 

„There is just the kitchen maid, but we do not usually include her in the 

family.‟ The minister said: „Let me speak to her.‟ As he began to speak 

to her, he found her in total ignorance of God and sin, and all that I am 

talking about this morning. She was absolutely ignorant of it all. He 

said: „I want you to pray a prayer. Ask God to help you to pray it: 

„Show me myself.‟‟ She began to pray it. And God answered that 

prayer in such a way for her that she was rendered almost unable to 

work. The burden of sin and the offence of her fallen nature were such 

a burden to her. She dragged herself around, trying to do her duties day 

after day, almost crushed by the burden until the godly minister came 

again. He asked to see the kitchen maid. She told him how she felt, and 

the offence she felt her sins had caused her Creator, and how hopeless 

she felt. „Now,‟ he said, „I want you to pray this prayer: „Show me 

Thyself.‟‟ In due time, that is just what God did. He showed her the 

way of salvation in a precious Christ. He showed her that One, standing 

between her and an offended God in garments dyed with blood, whose 

inoffensive life answered for her offensive life. And that is what you 

and I need, friend – the inoffensive life of the blessed Redeemer – 

“holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners” – for that life to 

answer for our poor, sin-forfeited lives. That is what is needed. Nothing 

less will do. This is salvation. We read: “For as by one man‟s 

disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of One 

shall many be made righteous.”  

 

So, we have this word „offence.‟ How is it effected? When the law 

enters. The law is there, but it has got to enter. Where has it got to 

enter? Your heart; my heart. That is what we call „conviction of sin.‟ 

That is what the Lord Jesus Christ meant when preaching those 

precious sermons that preceded His suffering. “And when He” (that is 

the Spirit of Truth) “is come, He will reprove the world of sin.” That is 

His work; His first work – opening up the offence of sin to the sinner, 

making him realise how he is accountable to God, how solemnly 
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indebted he is to that law which he has broken, and that a great weight 

of guilt lays on his conscience. But, that is only part of the work. “The 

law entered, that the offence might abound.” And abound it does. “But” 

– oh, blessed be God for the „but‟ in our text – “Where sin abounded, 

grace did much more abound.” Perhaps there is one here this morning, 

and that is where you are. Sin has abounded in your heart – the guilt of 

it, I was going to say, the stench of it; the offence of it. You say: „Lord, 

is there any hope? Is there any answer to this? Any remedy?‟ Grace – 

“Grace did much more abound.” I pause there a moment. It is not just 

the aboundings of grace in pardoning sin – that we certainly need. But 

friends, this blessed word, „grace,‟ can conquer sin. Whenever grace 

takes root in a sinner‟s heart, that will be its blessed tendency; to 

conquer sin. That does not mean that sinner will be without sin while 

he is this side of the grave. He still has that offensive nature, he knows 

it, it is his chief grief. But, there is something that can conquer it, that is 

mightier than it is. It is that word „grace.‟ And those of you who have 

loved ones whose souls you are burdened over, this is the answer. 

Nothing else can conquer that fallen nature you see in them, but grace. 

Coming closer – those of you who are concerned over your own fallen 

nature; your state of alienation from God, in Adam. This is the answer 

to it: this blessed word „grace,‟ which we will understand, with God‟s 

help, in a moment. “Grace did much more abound.” Much more; 

overwhelmingly more, “abound.” 

 

Now, let me take you through the Word of God in three or four 

successive stages, and you will see how grace did much more abound. 

First of all, we go back to the Garden of Eden. We see our guilty first 

parents, standing before their Creator. They are naked, ashamed, 

condemned and guilty; about to be banished from the Garden of Eden; 

the fiery, flaming sword guarding the way to the tree of life; about to go 

into a world cursed by their sin. Thorns and thistles it will yield unto 

them, and by the sweat of their brow were they to labour in it. Then, at 

the end of their sin-forfeited life: “dust thou art, and unto dust shalt 

thou return.” (Of course, the soul returns to God who gave it). This is 

what faced them. But, blessed be God! He did not send them out of that 

garden hopeless, in despair. No. He did two wonderful things which 
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gave them a ray of hope – a blessed ray of gospel hope. First of all, He 

promised that One would come who would be mightier than the one 

who had deceived them, and the sin that had brought them so low. The 

Seed of the woman would bruise the serpent‟s head. Who was the Seed 

of the woman? It wasn‟t Cain, was it? Nor was it Abel. It was years, 

generations later, when that blessed word was fulfilled: “When the 

fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a 

woman, made under the law.” Yes, that very law that condemns you, 

curses you and convinces you; He was made under that law. But He 

obeyed it, He magnified it and He honoured it. “Under the law, to 

redeem them that were under the law,” by suffering in their place, by 

answering the laws demands for them, by carrying their cause before 

His heavenly Father and presenting His own wounded hands on their 

behalf. This is what the Seed of the woman came to do. You read, in 

this very epistle, these beautiful words: “The God of peace shall bruise 

Satan under your feet shortly.” He will soon do it. Some of you can see 

the work of Satan in your own heart and life, perhaps, and you see it in 

the life with those whom you have to do. Friends, here is a word for 

you to plead: “The God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet 

shortly.” The Seed of the woman will do it. He has all-conquering 

power, blessed be His holy and great name. 

 

The second thing God did, as our first parents were banished from 

the Garden, was to take an innocent beast, and before their very eyes, 

He slew it. For the first time, blood sprinkled the sin-cursed earth. With 

the skin of those animals, He clothed our first parents. In so doing, the 

first sacrifice and offering was made on the face of this earth, pointing 

the way. “Without shedding of blood is no remission.” I pause there a 

moment. Dear friends, it is not enough that that blood was shed where I 

have just said; on the ground in the Garden of Eden. Nor that infinitely 

more precious blood was actually shed on Calvary‟s cross. It is not 

enough just to know it. You need the shedding of it in your heart. That 

is where you need it. Isn‟t that where sin abounds? Isn‟t that where you 

know the offence? Then that is where you need the remedy – in your 

heart. And that will change your life. We will come back to that in a 

moment, God willing. 
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Come with me now to Mount Sinai, where God enumerated His 

holy law in such a way as to make even Moses tremble, (godly man 

though he was). That law was like a mirror. Why do you look in a 

mirror? You younger ones – you look in the mirror, sometimes; not for 

vanity‟s sake, I hope! You look to see if your face needs washing. The 

mirror does not wash it. It is no good shutting your eyes and going 

away thinking the mirror has told a lie, and that you are not as dirty as 

you look. The mirror will tell you the truth. So will God’s holy law. The 

more you look into it, the more unclean your features and your life will 

be. but the law itself cannot cleanse you. The mirror does not cleanse 

you, it shows you where you have gone wrong. It shows you the 

offence. So it was with Moses. He trembled and he shook at the bottom 

of Mount Sinai. The mirror had been put before him. He felt as vile as 

all the rest; even worse than all the children of Israel, who shook and 

trembled around him. But, when he was called up that holy mount, 

what do we read? “Behold, there is a place by Me, and thou shalt stand 

upon a rock: And it shall come to pass, while My glory passeth by, that 

I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with My hand 

while I pass by.” What did Moses see in the clift of the rock? He saw a 

type of the coming Saviour, of whom we sometimes sing: 

 
“Rock of Ages, cleft for me; 

       Let me hide myself in Thee; 

       Let the water and the blood, 

       From Thy riven side which flowed, 

       Be of sin the double cure, 

       Cleanse me from its guilt and power.” 

A.M. Toplady 

 

He saw, by faith, the coming Saviour, whose holy heart would be riven 

by the holy law of God on account of the sins of the sinners for which 

He would suffer, bleed and die. In so doing, He opened up a refuge; a 

place of safety where they may hide, and hide securely. “Rock of Ages, 

cleft for me; let me hide myself” – my guilty self, my sinful self, my 

polluted self, my unclean self, my worldly self, my wretched self – “let 
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me hide myself in Thee.” It is a place for sinners. Aren‟t you thankful 

for that? It is for sinners: 

 
“Not the righteous, 

Sinners Jesus came to call.” 

J. Hart 

 

 Go a little further on in our meditation. Remember that time when 

they needed water. The angry Israelites picked up stones to throw at 

Moses. They said that it was all his fault, and his God‟s. What rebels 

they were! What was Moses to do? He was to take the rod. He wasn‟t 

to smite the children of Israel, though they deserved it. They deserved 

severe chastisement, but he was not to smite them. He was to smite the 

rock. As Moses smote it, the Lord opened the rock, and “the waters 

gushed out; they ran in the dry places like a river.” The “much more” 

abundance of the grace in our text, set forth in a wonderful figure. “The 

water gushed out.” And the very rebels who had wanted to stone 

Moses, who had murmured, grumbled and repined, were the very rebels 

who drank that water. That is grace, isn‟t it? You and I do not deserve 

anything from God‟s gracious hand. We are fallen sinners. But that is 

the wonder of grace. It comes just where it is needed. 

 

 Go a little further on in the holy Word of God. Step back to 

Gethsemane. You say: „Does sin abound there?‟ Yes. Not Christ‟s sin. 

He had none, blessed be His holy name – there is our hope. But, in 

Gethsemane‟s garden, the sins of His Church abounded. That is why, 

with His holy hand (we say this most reverently) there was a holy 

trembling as He took into His hand that cup His Father gave Him to 

drink. It contained the wrath of God; the „offence of God‟ against the 

sins of His Church. But it was such a cup, that He saw He had to drink. 

Friends, He knew He would need all the strength of incarnate God to be 

able to drink it. Such was God‟s hatred of sin. Yes, you may say you 

see it at Mount Sinai. But you see it far more clearly at Gethsemane and 

Calvary. There you see its nature clearly. You see the holy, just One 

suffering for the unjust. There you see it. “Sin abounded.” 
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And, how it abounded at Calvary, when all the dreadful wrath of 

God against sinners was poured out upon the dear head and soul of the 

dear Saviour! “Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” 

What were the first words of the dear Saviour, as He hung in agony on 

the cross? “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” 

Listen to His words to the dying thief, who, but a few moments before, 

(according to Holy Writ) had been railing, blaspheming and swearing 

angrily at Him. But the grace in our text arrested that man, and showed 

him the offence of his sin. We know that, because he said: “We indeed 

justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this Man hath 

done nothing amiss.” What have you just been singing in your hymn, 

about the fear of God? [832] The dying thief said to the other thief: 

“Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 

And we indeed justly.” The fear of God in his heart had been like that 

mirror which showed him what a guilty sinner he was, how offensive 

his crimes were, and how he was deserving of eternal misery. “We 

indeed justly.” “But this Man hath done nothing amiss.” He turns to 

Him; this is grace, surely, working in the heart: “Lord, remember me 

when Thou comest into Thy kingdom.” What did the dear Saviour say? 

Friends, I marvel, yet we should adore the gracious words that fell from 

His lips there. “Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with Me in 

paradise.” What a day that was for the dying thief! When he woke up 

that morning, he knew he faced a cross. He was a guilty sinner; he was 

an unrepentant one, as well; a rebellious one! By the end of the day he 

was a sinner saved by grace in glory, washed in the Redeemer‟s blood, 

and carrying a palm of victory before the Throne of God and of the 

Lamb. All done in one day! What God can do, none can hinder, none 

can limit. You cannot hinder it. It may take years in some cases; a 

moment in another. But, the principle is the same. The law enters; the 

offence abounds. What does the sinner do? He cries for mercy. He 

pleads for forgiveness. He flees to the cross. He flees to the blood. “But 

where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” Oh, the “much 

more” than our sin! I want to come to that now, dear friends, because 

that is what we need: “Much more.” Something to overwhelm our sins; 

overwhelm our guilt; overwhelm our need. “Much more.” “Grace did 

much more abound.” 



 13 

 

What is grace? I have often told you what grace is. „God‟s Riches 

At Christ‟s Expense.‟ What is grace? You read of another definition – 

God‟s own definition, we may say – in 2 Corinthians 12. Paul is being 

instructed concerning his thorn in the flesh. He thought he could not 

live with it; it was the thing that was making him feel such a sinner. 

The Lord said to him: “My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength 

is made perfect in weakness.” God defines grace as the power of Christ. 

That is what grace is. It is the power of Christ; the power of Christ‟s 

blood to cleanse the vilest, blackest, filthiest sinner. It is the power of 

Christ‟s righteousness to answer for that sinner in heaven‟s highest 

court. It is the power of Christ‟s blessed grace itself, in the heart, to 

conquer sin.  

 

In our family reading this morning, we read of that man who had a 

son, who, the Word of God says, was a lunatic. He kept throwing 

himself into the fire. No one could handle him. When they brought him 

to the disciples, they couldn‟t handle him either. But, when the dear 

Saviour dealt with the matter – what a difference! Let me read just what 

took place. They are blessed words. As I read them this morning, I 

thought, what power does God‟s grace have when the Lord begins to 

work! “There came to Him a certain man, kneeling down to Him, and 

saying, Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatick, and sore vexed: 

for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water. And I 

brought him to Thy disciples, and they could not cure him. Then Jesus 

answered and said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall 

I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to Me. 

And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child 

was cured from that very hour.” Jesus did it. Friends, when all other 

resources fail, and all other methods fail, this is the one that will not 

fail. “Grace did much more abound.” Grace is free. We bless God for it. 

It is not cheap, though. It is free, because man could never buy it: its 

currency is so infinite in value, that nothing on earth could ever buy it. 

It is an insult to God if you think you can buy grace. It is free, because 

in the everlasting covenant of grace, God has decreed it should be free, 
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through the merits of His dear Son, and the precious application of His 

blood to poor sinners‟ consciences. “Grace did much more abound.” 

 

Now, you go through the Word of God, and you see the great 

changes this grace has made. My mind goes to Joseph‟s brethren. What 

hateful creatures they were! They hated him; we read “they hated him 

yet the more.” The hatred grew and grew, till they would have 

murdered him, had not God intervened. But years later – and 

sometimes it takes years; God does not move in our time scale – years 

later we find them bowing before Joseph. He hears them say: “We are 

verily guilty concerning our brother.” What had happened? Joseph had 

taken Simeon and bound them before their eyes. Their memories were 

stirred. More than that – their consciences were stirred. Conviction had 

entered their heart. They realised the dreadful offence of their sin 

against their younger brother all those years before. God brought them 

to book. He apprehended them. “We are verily guilty concerning our 

brother.” Grace began to reign. Oh, the great change that God brings 

when grace begins to reign!  

 

And if you had met the author of this epistle, Saul of Tarsus, before 

he was called by grace, by his own confession he was “exceedingly 

mad.” He was irrational in his hatred of Christ. I pause here a moment. 

Speaking of the day in which we are living, the irrational hatred of the 

name of Christ is becoming more and more apparent. I heard, only last 

evening, from a good friend in the United States. He said he was 

horrified to hear that, only last week, in the House of Representatives, 

they had a prayer meeting. Not that he was horrified that they had a 

prayer meeting, but this is what was said. They could pray in any name 

they like, but they were not to mention the name of Jesus. That once 

great nation that was built on such a good foundation, were forbidden 

to pray in the name of Jesus, in the House of Representatives. Well, 

dear friends, there is no hope for the USA if that is now the principle 

they begin to operate on. But this is irrational hatred of Christ. His 

name; His holiness; His truth; His Godhead; His humanity – men hate. 

It is an irrational hatred, but very deep, and exceedingly sinful. But 

there it is. Can it be conquered? Well, you ask Saul of Tarsus about it. 
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That very One whom he hated, arrested him on the road to Damascus. 

“Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?” The law entered then. The 

offence abounded. He became a guilty sinner, needing mercy. Saul the 

destroyer became Paul the worker. Saul means „destroyer,‟ and Paul 

means „worker.‟ Grace made the difference. Friends, may we never 

despair of what grace can do. It is the only answer to the needs of our 

generation. Politicians suggest this, that and the other, and they all 

think they can do better than the ones before. They won‟t be able to. 

Friend, it is grace that is needed. That is what is needed in your heart 

and mine. It is what is needed in our families, needed in our Church, 

needed in our business. It is needed in this town of ours – grace. That 

will make the difference. Grace is something communicable from 

almighty God to poor sinners. We say in the benediction: “The grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.” It is something that is 

communicated by the Holy Ghost down into the heart and the life of a 

poor sinner. That is what is needed. 

 

So, is there a poor, feelingly graceless, sinner here this morning? 

You feel so graceless! Here is your answer. “God is able to make all 

grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all 

things, may abound to every good work.” This is the answer to it – 

more grace. Bunyan‟s Pilgrim, while he was happy to live in the City of 

Destruction, was called „Graceless.‟ That was his family name. And it 

is your family name, and mine. „Graceless.‟ But oh! What a mercy 

when he became a Christian! When his eyes were opened, the law 

entered; the offence abounded. “But where sin abounded, grace did 

much more abound.” He bore that heavy burden. He carried it for some 

while in his pilgrimage, didn‟t he? He met more than one person who 

thought he could be rid of it. „Cut it off!‟ they said. „No,‟ he said. „It is 

tied in such a way that no power on earth can loose it.‟ Thus he bore it 

until he came to a place where he saw a cross, with One hanging 

thereon. As he gazed on that blessed scene, the burden fell off his 

shoulders, rolled down a steep slope and was swallowed up by a 

sepulchre. He gave three leaps for joy, singing: “Blessed cross! Blessed 

sepulchre! Blessed rather be the Man that there was put to shame for 

me!” Friends, that is grace. And, if you ever get that glimpse, your life 



 16 

will never be the same again. Blessed change! Yes, you will have to 

combat with indwelling sin till your dying moment, but: 

 
“Grace once received can ne‟er be lost, 

        Nor hell from Christ thy soul divide.” 

J. Kent 

 

It came from God in the first place, and it brings the soul back to God 

in glory. 

Amen. 


