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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 17
th

 January, 2010 

 

Text:     “There is but a step between me and death.”1 Samuel 20: last 

clause of verse 3. 

  

Dear Friends, although we may not be in the peculiarly difficult 

circumstances that David was in, in one sense our text is true of all of 

us here this morning, from the youngest to the oldest:  
 

“Only this frail and fleeting breath 

  Preserves me from the jaws of death; 

  Soon as it fails, at once I‟m gone, 

  And plunged into a world unknown.” 

J. Newton 

 

It would be much more profitable, for you and I, if we considered this 

fact more often than we do. Too often we go about this world as if we 

are assured of tomorrow and make our plans as if there were no 

eternity. But, what David said here is most certainly true of us each this 

Sabbath morning: „There is but a step between us and death.‟ True – 

that step cannot be taken without God‟s permission. True – it will not 

come (especially I speak to the children of God here) before the work 

of grace is finished. But, nonetheless, we are reminded of our 

vulnerability and our fragility. This frail, fleeting breath is all that 

preserves us in time from eternity.  

 

 Now David, of course, was reminded of it in a very powerful way. 

The circumstances are well known. Saul had been anointed the king 

over Israel and, as we read in the Old Testament: “I gave thee a king in 

Mine anger, and took him away in My wrath.” In other words, that 

which came from God‟s hands was not a blessing. It was meant as a 

chastening hand, because they asked for a king for the wrong reason. 

We must be very careful in our praying, in asking God to do things for 

us. What is our motive? Is it that God be glorified? Or is it just some 

prayer that is to satisfy the carnal wants of our poor, fleshly mind? On 
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what ground are you asking for your desires this Sabbath morning? I 

often think of Hannah. It was when she was brought to a right spirit 

concerning the child that she so longed for, in that she would give him 

back to the Lord, that the Lord granted her request. Then she was 

asking aright. What grace we need to ask aright! 

 

 So, the reign of Saul began and, though it began well, because there 

was something wrong at the root of Saul‟s heart, it soon began to 

manifest itself as a disaster for Israel. Nothing was more apparent than 

when David came on the scene – the one who had been anointed in 

Bethlehem by Samuel, in his father Jesse‟s house. God brought him to 

the fore; firstly when he played the harp to Saul, and then later on in the 

valley of Elah, when he overcame Goliath. One sentence from the lips 

of the women of Israel was going to haunt David and Saul for many a 

year. How careful we have to be as to how we speak, do we not? Just 

one sentence did it. “Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten 

thousands.” Immediately, in Saul‟s heart, a spark of jealousy was 

raised. That fire was to burn for the rest of Saul‟s ungracious life until 

at last he was taken from the scene. How sad and how solemn is the 

spirit of jealousy! It has caused men to go to extremes that have 

brought much havoc in families, in churches and in nations. Who can 

tell the dreadful things that jealousy has wrought? It is “cruel as the 

grave” the Word of God says. If that is one of your besetting sins, dear 

friends, do pray against it. Pray for a spirit of humility. “Let this mind 

be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of 

God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made Himself of 

no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made 

in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, He 

humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of 

the cross.” Look how low the Son of God stooped! Have you and I any 

reason to be envious of another? “Consider Him that endured such 

contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in 

your minds.” 

 

 Now, the matter had got to such a pitch in Saul‟s court that it was 

no longer safe for David to be there. In this chapter we see those things 
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coming to a crisis. But we have something very beautiful before us as 

well – the friendship between Jonathan and David. What a wonderful 

example of grace does Jonathan show! I think this dear man stands out 

on the pages of Scripture as one of the most godly men that has ever 

lived. Think of the difficult circumstances this man was in! First of all, 

he had Saul as his father. The Word of God says: “Honour thy father 

and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land.” There was a 

certain allegiance he had to show to his father, and yet he could not 

condone his father‟s erratic, irrational, ungracious, hot-tempered 

behaviour for one moment. Again, what a love he had for David – this 

man whom he knew would take the throne after Saul, and not himself! 

Had he been of the same spirit as his father, he would have wanted 

David out of the way. He would have been as jealous of his rise as Saul 

was, but no, Jonathan could see the will of the Lord was to be done 

here. He humbled himself. He did as the Word of God commands us to 

do at such times. “Be still, and know that I am God.” He had sweet 

humility for the cause of truth‟s sake, for God‟s sake – we may say in 

New Testament language – for Christ’s sake. Jonathan laid aside all his 

earthly ambitions, and put the things of God first. He walked in the 

spirit of that hymn: 

 
“Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

  That were an offering far too small; 

  Love so amazing, so divine, 

  Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 

I. Watts 

 

Although he lived in Old Testament days, I am persuaded that Jonathan 

had a view to the coming Messiah. He realised that the events in 

David‟s life were the links in the chain that would bring that about, in 

due season. However shadowed his vision was in this; though he saw 

“through a glass, darkly,” nonetheless, he had enough light to know 

that these things were for the honour and glory of God, and he humbled 

himself under them. What grace! But what a difficult path for him! He 

loved David as his own soul, yet he had to honour his father. Are you 

placed in similar circumstances? Some of God‟s people are. It brings 

them into great straits, great loneliness. Often like “a sparrow alone 
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upon the house top,” needing to pray everyday as to how to behave and 

what to say, to behave discreetly and prudently without compromising 

the truth, and yet fulfilling the path God has put them in. Is there one 

here this morning feeling you have got to the end of your tether with it? 

Well, my dear friends, remember how Paul lived with a thorn in the 

flesh. Jonathan lived the same. “My grace is sufficient for thee: for My 

strength is made perfect in weakness.” There is sufficient grace for you 

to continue in whatever path – it may be rather different from Jonathan 

and David‟s – but whatever path God has called you to walk, remember 

– His grace is sufficient. We bless His holy name for it. Were it not so, 

we could not – any one of us – continue in any path that God has put us 

in. 

 

But now we come to David in our text. He realises that he must 

flee. He has to convince Jonathan of that fact and Jonathan is convinced 

of it by the end of the chapter, when his own father hurls a javelin at 

him. So David says – as our text says; “There is but a step between me 

and death.” That step could not be taken without God‟s permission. All 

of Saul‟s javelins, and all the enemies of David that came after Saul 

(and there were many of them) could not bring this step to pass. No. 

Why was that? The first reason was that God had promised David the 

throne of Israel, that ‟ere his days were done, he would sit on that 

throne. In that sense, as one of the godly Puritans said concerning 

David, „He was immortal until that promise was fulfilled.‟ A strange 

thing to say – not immortal in the deepest sense, but it means his life 

could not end until God had fulfilled that which He had promised. He 

said to Jacob: “I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have 

spoken to thee of,” and God did not leave David until he had done that 

which He had spoke to him of. Nor will He leave you either, and 

friends, when He has done that which He has spoken to you of, He will 

not leave you, either. Matters will not end there. He has said: “I will 

never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord 

is my Helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.” 

 

 On the other hand, that does not mean that David‟s faith was not 

greatly tried. If you have faith in your heart, given by the Holy Spirit, 
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your faith will be tried. There is a hymn we rarely sing. I pondered it 

last evening: hymn 297. In that hymn you have this expression time and 

time again: 
 

“But grace, though the smallest, shall surely be tried.” 

J. Kent 
 

However small your grace is – even if your faith be as a grain of 

mustard seed – you must expect it to be tried. Here was David in the 

trial of his faith. Fires were burning around the dear man. Javelins were 

literally whistling past his ears. No wonder he said: “There is but a step 

between me and death.”! Yet, how secure he was! How safe he was! 

We read that beautiful word in the Psalms concerning Israel: “He led 

them on safely, so that they feared not: but the sea overwhelmed their 

enemies.” “Safety is of the LORD.” 
 

“A sovereign Protector I have, 

      Unseen, yet for ever at hand; 

      Unchangeably faithful to save, 

      Almighty to rule and command.” 

A. M. Toplady 
 

“There is but a step between me and death.”  

 

There were three things that shielded David; first of all God‟s 

promise to him. Now, if God has given you a promise, that is like a 

shield. The arrows of unbelief, Satan, doubt – they all come against it, 

but they will never break through it; and God‟s Word is a shield for 

God‟s dear people, it comes between them and all that would hinder the 

fulfilment of that promise. Although David was not, perhaps, in his 

own soul, in the enjoyment of the promise at that moment, it was still 

there. God had made the promise and God fulfilled it. Friends, if God 

sends you forth in any path in His own service and in His own cause, 

He puts a shield around you. Yes – a blessed shield. We sometimes 

sing: 
 

“Be Thou still my Strength and Shield.” 

W. Williams.  
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Here God was a Shield to David. “Behold, O God our Shield, and look 

upon the face of Thine anointed.” 

 

 Secondly, there was this that surrounded David: a covenant. God 

had made a covenant with him. So sadly, in our day, it is one of the 

marks of the last times that is exceedingly evident that men are 

covenant breakers. We read in the Epistles of how it will be: 

“trucebreakers….lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God.”  As 

such they become covenant breakers. There was a time when the 

Englishman‟s word was his bond. You could go anywhere in the world 

– if you were an Englishman, people trusted you. Such was the moral 

fibre and character of our land in much better days than now. But now, 

sadly, it is not so. Those of you who have dealings in business and in 

the world – how few there are you can really trust! If you do find 

someone you can really trust, he is worth his weight in gold. But, dear 

friends, we can leave men aside. One thing is certain – when God 

makes a covenant, God will fulfil it. He had covenanted with David 

that He would not leave him. He would put him on the throne of Israel. 

Later on He revealed that He would do much more for him. That is 

what God‟s covenant is like. He gradually unfolds it. “The secret of the 

LORD is with them that fear Him; and He will shew them His 

covenant.” It is a blessed thing when the Lord does that. It was 

covenant mercy, covenant blessing and covenant love that secured 

David. Just as Jonathan and David had made a covenant to secure 

Jonathan‟s family, (and David adhered to that covenant) so much more 

does God adhere to the oaths and the promises He has made. Rest in 

that promise He has made, yes, rest in that oath He has made, as well. 

He cannot deny it. For God to deny it would be to deny Himself. 

Covenant mercy secured David.  

 

Now I want to come to this in a very special way because I find this 

is where we come into the gospel. “There is but a step between me and 

death.” Something else came between David and his enemies that they 

could not penetrate. What was that? I believe it was the Blood of the 

Covenant. Come with me in your thoughts back into the Book of the 
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Exodus, and see that momentous night when the children of Israel were 

about to leave Egypt. The destroying angel was coming over. If ever 

there was danger and peril in a land, there was then. The firstborn of 

every family, even of the beasts, was to be slain from Pharaoh down to 

the meanest of the people in that mighty land. But, there were houses 

that God‟s destroying angel would pass over. Not because they were 

locked or barred, not because they bore the name „Israel‟. No, none of 

that. Only one thing came between them and death. True – there was “a 

step between” them “and death.” What came between them and death? 

It was the blood that was sprinkled on the lintel and on the doorposts, 

speaking of the blood of Christ that was to be shed at Calvary. David 

was one of those who were looking for that precious blood. He knew 

what it was to go to the tabernacle and there see the offering made on 

behalf of sinners. He knew it. He looked beyond the blood of bulls and 

of goats to that of the coming Saviour. Now that secured him. Oh, to be 

under the blood! To be under the blood! “When I see the blood, I will 

pass over you.” Not: „When I see your family name, or your 

denominational label.‟ Not: „When I see your good works.‟ Not: „When 

I see all your efforts to do this, that and the other.‟ But: “When I see the 

blood, I will pass over you.” 

 

Now, sinner, (and we are all sinners) when God looks on you, and 

me, this morning, is He looking upon you and me as being under the 

blood? Put it another way. Are you among those who have fled for 

refuge to the blood? Is it your only plea? Is He your only hope? It may 

be “but a step” between you and death, but under the blood you are 

safe. Safe while life endures and safe when life comes to its end, as it 

must surely do so, eventually. But are you under the blood? I ask you, 

dear friends, to examine yourselves this morning. Where is your hope? 

One day this step must be taken – make no mistake about it. One day 

God‟s providential care will end concerning you and He will decree 

your soul must leave your body. It must then enter the highest court of 

heaven, and you must stand before your Maker. Then there will be but 

a step between you and eternal misery, were it not for one thing – the 

blood of Jesus Christ, God‟s Son. You need a Mediator now, but you 

will certainly need one then. How beautiful are the words of the 
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Apostle Paul in that respect! “And as it is appointed unto men once to 

die, but after this the judgment: So Christ was once offered to bear the 

sins of many; and unto them that look for Him shall He appear the 

second time without sin unto salvation.” Friends, this step we are 

speaking of this Sabbath morning, I ask you – is it one you are 

concerned about? True – in David‟s case this step could not be yet. God 

had promised it would not be yet though the poor man was greatly 

troubled about it. But when David did come to his end, he died well. 

“Although my house be not so with God; yet He hath made with me an 

everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure.” It was a covenant 

written in lines of blood. “There is but a step between me and death.”  

 

 As I pondered this matter, my mind went to a man on the wrong 

side of this – the rich man in Luke‟s Gospel. We read he had so much, 

so many goods that he decided to retire. He said: „I will take my ease, I 

will eat, I will drink, I will be merry. My barns will be full. I can build 

bigger barns so that all is preserved and insured for me in the days of 

retirement that I am looking forward to, when I am hoping to have my 

best fill out of this life.‟ But what did God say to him? We have no 

right to call each other fools; the Word of God forbids us to do so. He 

who does that is “in danger of hell fire” – the Word of God says so. 

Remember that. Be careful with your tongues as to how you use them. 

But – almighty God has a right to call a man a fool! “Thou fool,” He 

says, “this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall 

those things be?” In other words, there was but a step between that man 

and death. That step was taken that night, and he had no Advocate. All 

his money had to be left behind, all his earthly prospects were suddenly 

cut off and all his pretentions were but as airy dreams, castles in the air 

literally. He appeared naked before his Maker – unready, unprepared. 

The step between him and death was taken, and all his money could not 

alter that fact. You read, in some of the newspapers, a list of the 

legacies. It seems that some people have great joy in making sure that 

when their will is published, others can glory in how much money they 

left behind. What earthly good did it do them when they left this earthly 

scene? None whatsoever! What did Peter say about it? “Forasmuch as 

ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver 
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and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your 

fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without 

blemish and without spot.” That is the blessed redemption price – the 

blood of Christ. Those who seek to hoard up their money to leave a 

good legacy for people to glory in, are not living as God would have 

them live. You say: „In what way should they be living?‟ The Word of 

God tells us how the Christian should be living. 

 
 “The worldling prospers laying up, 

   The Christian laying out.” 

 

I had not thought to say that, this morning. I am not throwing stones at 

anybody. I have no reason to do so. But may we remember that fact:  

 
 “The worldling prospers laying up, 

   The Christian laying out.” 

J. Hart 

 

I tell you this, dear friends: God gives good interest – far better than 

this world can ever and will ever give. When all is said and done, when 

it comes right down to what the godly preachers of old used to say: 

„bedrock truth‟ – what is to be compared with a hope in the blood of 

Christ? “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, 

and lose his own soul?” It would be a solemn thing if I was preaching 

this morning to one whose soul will be lost, wouldn‟t it? How solemn! 

Oh, I hope it may not be so! I hope the warnings from God‟s Holy 

Word will sound like an arrow, and like the mark of “a nail in a sure 

place.” Oh, that it might stir us up! Are we ready for this step that 

David was so troubled about? “There is but a step between me and 

death.” 

 
          “Then, O my Lord, prepare 

     My soul for that great day. 

     Oh wash me in Thy precious blood, 

     And take my sins away.” 

H. Bonar 
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You say: „Would to God I knew my sins were put away!‟ Well,  

 
“The vilest sinner out of hell, 

       Who lives to feel his need, 

       Is welcome to a Throne of Grace, 

       The Saviour‟s blood to plead.” 

W. Gadsby 

 

We may say this to those of you who have tasted that God is gracious, 

in this respect. He will never go back on what He has said – never. I 

was reading, only the other day, of a godly surgeon. He had a private 

practice. On his books he had some people who could not pay but he 

still treated them, and against their name in his account book he wrote 

these words: “Too poor to pay – debt cleared.” Well, this dear surgeon 

died. Sadly, his wife was not of the same spirit. She got hold of his 

account books and said: „I am going to recover these debts. I don‟t see 

why I should be deprived now of what could have been mine.‟ So she 

went to her solicitor. She took the account books with her. She said: 

„You can see what my husband has written. Can I recover these debts? I 

think I ought to.‟ Her solicitor said: „Let me ask you one question. Is 

the handwriting against these debts that of your husband, or of 

somebody else?‟ „Undoubtedly it is the handwriting of my husband,‟ 

she said. „If that is the case,‟ he said, „there is no court in this land that 

can reverse what has been done.‟ Oh! I see the gospel there, dear 

friends, don‟t you? Nothing can reverse what has been done in paying 

the debts for God‟s dear people! The world would love to reverse it, 

and the devil would love to reverse it but it cannot be reversed. God has 

given commandment to bless these forgiven souls, and they shall be 

blessed: 

 
“If once the love of Christ we feel 

       Upon our hearts impressed, 

       The mark of that celestial seal 

       Can never [no never, no never, no never] be erased. 

 

W. Hammond. 
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We are wandering from our subject, but these are fundamental things; 

what one man called „the last things.‟ These are the things that should 

matter most in our life. „Is it well with me – with my soul?‟ “There is 

but a step between me and death.” 

 

 I now look at our subject in another way altogether, and that is the 

wonderful overruling providence of God. This was a very strange path 

for both Jonathan and David. Here they were in a labyrinth of 

difficulty. However could they live with it and walk through it? Only, 

as they had that wisdom, that you were singing of just now. [Hymn 

692]. I don‟t know, but there may be one here this morning, and you 

feel to be in a labyrinth, a maze. There are so many difficult things in 

your life at the moment. Perhaps in your body, perhaps in your family, 

perhaps in your circumstances, and you have told the Lord: „I don‟t 

know how to manage these things or how to live with them. I seem so 

vulnerable. It seems that any moment these things will crush me, and 

I‟ll sink to rise no more.‟ Well, dear friend, both Jonathan and David 

came through this trial. The Lord brought them through it. 
 

“The righteous shall hold on his way.” 

H. Fowler 

 

Don‟t despair! Remember Isaiah 40 – a beautiful word: “Every valley 

shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and 

the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain.” The 

Lord will do it. “Stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which 

He will shew to you to day.” You may be as hedged in as Israel was at 

the Red Sea, but: 

 
“Jesus Christ, your Father‟s Son, 

       Bids you undismayed go on.” 

J. Cennick 

 

There may be but a step between you and death in your feelings. You 

may feel to be on the verge of catastrophe and despair, but the Lord 

will preserve you from that step and bring you safely through this 
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difficulty that harasses and perplexes you, that tries you and tests your 

very faith to its extreme. You will come out of it. 

 
“A time He has set to heal up your woes, 

       A season most fit His love to disclose; 

       And till He is ready to show His good-will, 

       Be patient and steady, and wait on Him still.” 

J. Berridge 

 

 My second point, in this line, is this. When we are as vulnerable as 

David was, how we need to be kept from taking wrong steps to escape 

that step between us and death! You have only to read the next two or 

three chapters and you can see how David took wrong steps in trying to 

escape. How he had to be taught that his goings were of the Lord and 

not of man! He had to learn what Jeremiah had to learn: “It is not in 

man that walketh to direct his steps.” Go back to your second hymn 

again [692] – that need of wisdom. Solomon was in his best spirit when 

he prayed for wisdom, and you need wisdom to handle this matter that 

has hedged you in, don‟t you? Take a lesson from David‟s book. What 

did he say about it when he came out of this trouble? “This poor man 

cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles,” 

all of them, He will – in every aspect of them. There will come a day 

that you will look back on this trouble and see it closed and finished. 

When the Lord closes up a trouble, the devil cannot open it up again, as 

Job proved. The end of Job was better than his beginning, and so it will 

be with you. 

 

  This brings me to my third point in this respect and that is this: 

what you are passing through, and what David was passing through, 

was very necessary. In David‟s case it was essential preparation for the 

throne. You say: „Surely, God could have put him in a different school, 

an easier school!‟ Perhaps you have told the Lord that. „Lord, must this 

school be such a harsh one?‟ 
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“And must it, Lord, be so? 

  And must Thy children bear 

  Such various kinds of woe, 

  Such soul-perplexing fear? 

  Are these the blessings we expect? 

  Is this the lot of God‟s elect?” 

J. Hart 

 

Is that what you‟re saying, this morning? Friends, it is so. You can be 

sure your heavenly Father never causes you a needless tear. No, the 

devil will, and unbelief will, and the world will. But your heavenly 

Father will not. If He has caused a tear or two, it is necessary. It is 

essential – it must be so. He caused a few tears in Martha and Mary‟s 

house, did He not? But He said concerning it: “This sickness is not unto 

death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified 

thereby.” He then made this remarkable statement: “I am glad for your 

sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe.” Sometimes we 

have to walk that path where it is the Lord‟s sovereign will to hide His 

face – behind a cloud of frowning providence, behind some difficulty, 

behind Saul‟s javelins. Yet dear friends, behind it He hides a smiling 

face. “To the intent” – and this is the end God has in view – that “ye 

may believe.” That is the end God has in view; that you might be a 

firmer believer, more established in the truth, leaning more heavily 

upon the arm of your Beloved, more dependent on that wisdom you 

were singing of just now. That is the end He has in view. These things 

are: 

 
“Not in anger, 

       But from His dear covenant love.” 

J. Kent 

 

“There is but a step between me and death.” 

 

Then, dear friends, we come to this. Sooner or later we must take 

this step. The point on my burdened soul this morning is that it might 

be much sooner than any one of us thinks. We live in a day when we 

are told we are going to live much longer. In my young days if 
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someone got to eighty years of age, that was considered very old. But 

now ninety is common, and people live to one hundred more and more. 

They are even talking about certain medication that can extend man‟s 

life almost indefinitely. But, as is always the case, in the solemn day in 

which we live, they have forgotten the Word of God and what God‟s 

thoughts are in the matter. “It is appointed unto men once to die.” It is 

in God‟s diary (I say that reverently). A day, an hour, a moment is fixed 

by almighty God when your little life and mine will end. True, it is 

hidden from us – the circumstances that appertain to it; the time and the 

moment is not told us. That is kind of God and wise of Him, in that 

respect. But, appointed it is and sometimes, short is the warning. You 

think, for example, of the many in Haiti, who, this time last week were 

living their lives quite contentedly (though there are many poor out 

there; it is a very poor nation). Then suddenly, in a few dreadful 

seconds, they are plunged from time into eternity. How many were 

ready, we know not. But those things are a warning to us each. The 

Lord Jesus Christ was asked a question concerning those on whom the 

tower in Siloam fell. Apparently it was a very large tower, but it fell, 

and many people were killed. They tried to ensnare the Lord, and trap 

Him in His words, but they could never trap our Lord in any of His 

words. He told them that they must not think that those men who were 

killed were more wicked sinners than anybody else. He said: “Except 

ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”  

 

So, there is something you and I need before we take this vital step 

– repentance. For, impenitent souls are lost souls. Repentance is 

needed, that is, a sorrow for sin, a hatred for it, a fleeing from it. That is 

what is needed. I lay it before you this morning. I think it is, perhaps, 

your greatest need and my greatest need, that we should be repenting 

souls. How can we be repenting souls? God‟s Word commands it, 

rightly so, but it is God‟s gift. May it be, dear friends, our urgent, 

unceasing prayer that we be not destitute of the repentance that saves. 

We read that the Lord Jesus Christ is exalted “to give repentance to 

Israel, and forgiveness of sins.” Notice the two are joined together – no 

repentance – no forgiveness. The two are joined together. It is 

repenting souls that are forgiven souls. Our great need with this step 



 15 

between us and death and before us all is this: „Lord, give us true 

repentance‟ – we might call it „evangelical‟ repentance – „that comes 

from the foot of the cross. May we be mourning over the dear, suffering 

Saviour and over our sins, but pleading the blood that did once for sin 

atone.‟ If that be, by the blessed Spirit‟s teaching, our privilege, we 

need not fear this step, whenever it comes. 

 
“‟Tis well with them while life endure, 

      And well when called to die.” 

J. Kent 

 

Amen. 


