
 1 

Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 7
th

 March, 2010 

 

Text:  “But the anointing which ye have received of Him abideth in 

you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing 

teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath 

taught you, ye shall abide in Him..” 1 John 2, verse 27. 

 

 God’s servant, the Apostle John, was that disciple who was 

favoured with the closest communion with the dear Saviour while He 

was here below. He, along with Peter and James, was, more than once, 

admitted into things that the other disciples were not, at that time, 

permitted to enter into. For example; on the Mount of Transfiguration it 

was Peter, James and John who were drawn aside and taken up to 

witness that amazing event. It was Peter, James and John, who, having 

witnessed the glory of the Lord in the mount, had a closer view of His 

humiliation in the Garden. It does seem that the Apostle John was one 

who was peculiarly blessed with a great measure of the vital thing of 

real religion which is fellowship; what we call ‘communion’. When we 

speak of that word ‘communion’ we are speaking of something (if we 

put it in simple terms) that has been communicated from God to the 

sinner, and, as a result of that communication from above, there is in 

measure, a communication in return. There is a blessed fellowship 

between God and that favoured sinner. This is the essence of real 

religion. All else is but peripheral – it is like the chaff which surrounds 

the wheat while it grows, but when fully grown it is separated from the 

wheat, and burned. Friends, we need to be very careful lest we think 

our religion is real and right when all the while it may lack this vital 

thing, communion; fellowship. Though it is good to see each other here 

this morning – and we are thankful for the good numbers that attend 

Old Baptist Chapel, may the Lord continue to be with us so that we 

may grow in that way, but a social gathering will not do. A mere 

association one with another under some name will not do. If we are to 

be a living people then we need the soul to be kept alive, we need the 

ministry to be kept alive and we need the Church to be kept alive. We 
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need every living soul here to be kept alive. The Word of God tells us 

most clearly: “None can keep alive his own soul.” So, on this great 

matter, we are dependent, but let us not be fatalistic. Knowing we are 

dependent, may we be much in earnest that we know this anointing of 

which, with God’s help, I am going speak this morning. 

 

 The New Testament Church had been formed after the day of 

Pentecost, and God had abundantly blessed those early labours of Peter, 

James, John and the other apostles. Like a spreading flame, it had 

spread north, south, east and west. But then, as is always the case – 

wherever the prosperity of the gospel is to be found – Satan will be at 

hand to try and hinder, and, if he could, quench the spreading flame. 

Satan has more than one way of opposing the Church of Christ. One 

way is outward persecution. That was very much the case in John’s 

day. He himself was later exiled on the Isle of Patmos for the truth’s 

sake by the Roman emperor who hated the very name of Christ and of 

Christian. 

 

But there was another more subtle way in which the enemy of the 

Church, Satan, was seeking to destroy it: that was by infusing error into 

the Church of God. The error that was prevalent in John’s day, in 

particular, was a denial of the real humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

They were denying that He had come in the flesh, and they were 

denying that He, whom we know, the Lord Jesus Christ – verily God 

and verily Man – was a real Man. Some others were denying His 

Godhead. All these things were shaking the Church of God in John’s 

day. But John here tells us how the true and living people of God are 

preserved from error. The only preservation from error is this – the 

anointing.  He says, in the previous verse: “These things have I written 

unto you concerning them that seduce you.” That is those who would 

introduce heresy and error. “But the anointing which ye have received 

of Him abideth in you.” You may say: ‘But that was in John’s day.’ 

Well, dear friends, we need the same anointing in our day. There are 

many, many errors; many, many antichrists on every hand – some more 

subtle than others. We need preserving. What will preserve us? You 

say: ‘Well, if I’m well-read with John Gill and John Owen, surely that 
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will do it! If I read my Bible well, that will do it!’ Dear friends, I come 

back to where I started. The only thing that will preserve you from error 

is the “anointing” in our text. It is, as we sometimes sing in hymn 983, 

 
“Spirit of truth, come down, 

       Reveal the things of God; 

             O make to us salvation known, 

       And witness with the blood.” 

C. Wesley 

That is real religion. That is what the apostle was contending for here, 

in a very encouraging way. 

 

No doubt there were those, in the Church of Christ in John’s day, 

who were greatly disturbed by these things, and wondered where the 

scene would end and whether their little faith would endure. Well, John 

says that if you have this anointing; if you have this blessed unction, 

this fellowship, this communion with God, you have something that 

cannot be destroyed. Neither sin, nor Satan, nor the world, nor the 

flesh, nor all the errors that hell has ever invented can undo what God 

accomplishes by the anointing, and that is what I want to bring before 

you this morning: the nature of this anointing. Where does it come 

from? What are its effects? We need to examine ourselves as to 

whether we have this anointing. Can you say this morning, with John: 

“But the anointing which ye have received of Him abideth in you”? 

How much of your religion has been received of Him? That is a big 

question. We have received a lot from our parents, and a lot from our 

background, but how much has been received from Him? That, and 

only that, is that which will 

 
“Stand every storm, and live at last.” 

 J. Hart 

       Now, in the Old Testament, we read of prophets being anointed, of 

priests being anointed, and of kings being anointed. If that anointing 

was ordained of God, those various characters were set apart by God 

for the work He had ordained for them. David was anointed to be king 

over Israel. Elisha was anointed to be the successor of Elijah. Aaron 

was anointed to be the high priest, and so we could go on. This was the 
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way God outwardly showed that He had set them apart for a specific 

work in His Church. Now, in the Church of Christ, in measure, 

everyone is anointed. That does not mean all will be ministers of the 

gospel, but it does mean that every child of God has, within them, the 

essence of our text – the unction. He speaks of it in verse 20. “But ye 

have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.” What was 

it, in the outward sense that anointed? What, for example, did Samuel 

use when he anointed David? We read he “took a vial of oil, and 

poured it upon his head.” That outward oil was emblematic of inward 

oil that was received in David’s heart. Samuel could not give David 

that inward oil but God gave it to him. If we think of that outward oil 

for a moment – you know how it comes from the fruit of the olive tree. 

When the olives were ripe, the olive gatherer would gather them into 

sacks and take them to the olive press. (I am speaking of Old and New 

Testament times.) There he bore a tremendous weight upon those sacks 

of olives, and the virtue; the juices were squeezed out. That olive oil is 

used for various things even now, and was used for many things in 

Bible days. 

 

So, dear friends, now come with me, for a moment, to a sacred and 

a solemn scene. You will see the source of the anointing I am speaking 

of. Come with me to Gethsemane’s Garden. Its very name means ‘the 

olive press.’ There we see the dear Lord Jesus Christ, who is the 

incarnate Son of God in a nature like our own - sin excepted. There we 

see Him under an invisible load; a press much, much mightier than any 

literal olive press. What is it that presses this holy Person to the ground, 

so that even from His holy body, sweat and blood pour out? What was 

it? It was three things in particular. Firstly, it was the knowledge of His 

people’s sins; the full knowledge of the guilt that accrued to His 

Church. It was a weight, dear friends that were He not incarnate God, 

He could not have borne. If you have the anointing I am speaking of in 

our text, then your sins were part of that load - your guilt, your 

transgressions. As we read in Isaiah 53, “All we like sheep have gone 

astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath 

laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” Friends, think – those of you who 

know a little of conviction of sin, here this morning – what a weight 
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your guilt and transgressions bring; what sleepless nights they bring! 

What a load you carry around in your conscience, until the precious 

blood of Christ is revealed and you find pardon at Calvary’s cross! 

What a weight it is! Well, you think of the weight of the whole election 

of grace laid upon the shoulders, the soul and the heart of the dear 

Redeemer! All their sins, without exception, from Adam’s day until the 

end of time, lay upon that dear, holy Person. 
 

 The second thing that lay with weight upon His dear Spirit was the 

debt that had to be paid. He knew, with the infinite knowledge He had 

as the Son of God, what justice would require – that there must be a 

payment made. He knew that the payment must be His own. In the 

covenant of grace, as the Surety, He undertook to make that payment. It 

was now required of Him. He knew that the pains of hell, the pangs of 

hell must get hold of Him. The very punishment due to the sinners 

whose sins He was bearing must now be borne by Him. That weight – 

that anticipated weight – presses His holy soul to the ground.  
 

Thirdly, there was this to it. It was His Father who was to pour out 

that wrath upon Him. Yes, it was the vengeance of almighty God that 

He was to bear. He was to enter into that dark, dark, dark scene: “My 

God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” This was the ‘olive press’ 

for the dear Saviour, just as it was in the literal olive press. As the 

weight bore down on the olives, so the virtue of those olives was 

pressed out producing the oil, so (we say it most reverently) as this 

heavy, intolerable, immeasurable weight bore down upon the dear 

Saviour, so is pressed out of His holy body and soul, in a spiritual 

sense, the unction of our text; the anointing which every living child of 

God must have. To put it in another language (we have it in one of our 

hymns): 

 
“Every grace and every favour 

      Comes to us through Jesus’ blood.” 

J. Hart 

And I reiterate; I make no apology for reminding you of it – sinner, 

listen; do listen – if your soul is to be saved your religion must come 

from Gethsemane, and it must come from Calvary. There is the source 
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of it. It must be that anointing. No counterfeit will do. No outward 

ordinances, in and of themselves, will do. God has ordained ordinances 

in His Church – Believers Baptism and the Lord’s Table are indeed His 

ordinances, and we would not, in any way, disregard them. But friends, 

they are but types and shadows, as it were, pointing to what I am trying 

to speak of this morning: your need of unction, your need of 

fellowship, your need of communion and your need of Christ. It must 

come from the Source I have been hinting at, as He came under that 

olive press. This is the anointing which God’s people receive.  

 

 My next point is this. “The anointing which ye have received of 

Him.” You will remember, in Psalm 133, we read of Aaron and that 

holy oil and ointment that poured down over his head and over his 

beard, down to the very skirts of his garments. There we find a type of 

the Lord Jesus Christ, the great Head of the Church. That ointment 

flowed down from the head to the skirts of the garments. So we see 

again the same point I am trying to set before you this morning: it must 

come from Christ, by His blessed spirit. That is real religion. That is the 

anointing of our text. It flows down – we bless God – to the very skirts 

of His garments, to those who feel to be the very least, the weakest 

believer; those who feel to be nothing more than a worm. But down this 

anointing goes and reaches those very cases: those in the dust. They 

have nothing to plead, nothing of their own, no good work. You come 

in with good Augustus Toplady: 

 
“Nothing in my hand I bring; 

       Simply to Thy cross I cling; 

       Naked, come to Thee for dress; 

             Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 

       Foul, I to the Fountain fly; 

       Wash me, Saviour, or I die.” 

A.Toplady 

These are those who benefit from the anointing. 

 

What then, is the anointing in our experience? First of all, it is the 

giving of the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost is given as the fruit of 

Christ’s sufferings. Do remember that. Every quickened soul here this 
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morning (they may not realise it, but many of them do) has an interest 

in the blood of Christ - the very breath that quickened your soul and 

gave it life in a spiritual sense, that taught you to pray, that taught you 

to mourn over your sins, that made you ache and long for the anointing 

that I am speaking of: that soul has an interest in the blood of Christ.  

 
“O ye who long to feel and see 

       Your interest in His blood, 

       This thing is proved beyond a doubt, 

       Because you thirst for God.” 

 D. Herbert 

Every thirsting soul who in the language of the poet can say: 

 
“Visit, then, this soul of mine; 

       Pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 

       Fill me, Radiancy Divine! 

       Scatter all my unbelief; 

       More and more Thyself display, 

       Shining to the perfect day.” 

C. Wesley 

is alive unto God. What the hymnwriter was seeking was God Himself, 

in light, life and love in his soul. “As the hart panteth after the water 

brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for 

God, for the living God.” That is the ache. It is the sigh, it is the groan 

and it is the cry of a living soul. That living soul will live to prove that 

very life in his soul has come because of his interest in the blood of 

Christ. The two cannot be separated. Those for whom Christ died must 

and shall be quickened by the Spirit, and those who are quickened by 

the Spirit must have, shall have and do have an interest in Gethsemane 

and Calvary. The anointing is the work of the Holy Ghost. It is His 

blessed work, authority and ability to bring into our hearts the blessings 

we need for salvation. In various ways, the Holy Ghost comes with this 

anointing and teaches the sinner the way of salvation, and: “who 

teacheth like Him?” 

 

First of all, we have that anointing in prayer. Many of us were 

brought up to say a prayer. I do not decry that in its place. But, dear 
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friends, there came a day (with some of us) when saying a prayer was 

not enough. We began to pray in our prayers. There is the difference. It 

is when you begin to pray in your prayers that you have evidence that 

this anointing has touched your heart. When you cannot be satisfied 

with a mere written prayer, just to pacify a passing guilty conscience, 

and tell the Lord you will do better tomorrow than you have done 

today. That will not do any longer. But rather, your cry now is this: 

 
“Give me Christ, or else I die.” 

W. Hammond 

 

It is this: “God be merciful to me a sinner.” It is this: ‘Lord save, or I 

perish.’ It is this: “O LORD, I am oppressed; undertake for me.” That is 

what it is. Such a soul has been anointed by the Spirit to pray. That is 

why, when Ananias was called to visit Saul of Tarsus, (remember, Saul 

of Tarsus had come to kill, to imprison and to exile believers) Ananias 

received that astounding news. “Go into the street which is called 

Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of 

Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth.”Ananias could not believe it. ‘Lord, 

this man has come to kill us! He has come to slay us! He has come to 

imprison us!’ “Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto Me.” (We 

will come back to that in a moment). But listen: ‘Do you want a proof, 

Ananias, that he is one of My people?’ “Behold, he prayeth.” Now 

Saul, as a Pharisee, had probably prayed more than any man. He stood 

on the street corners praying out so loudly that people could hear him 

and admire him for his prayers. But they were not prayers in God’s 

sight. They were dead works, needing to be repented of. But, oh!, when 

the Holy Ghost began to work in his heart, when that anointing reached 

his heart, he began to pray from the bottom of his heart. He had a need. 

He had a desire. Have you got that? “The anointing which ye have 

received of Him.” 

 

 Again, it is a wonderful thing when the Holy Ghost brings the 

precious blood of Christ into the heart. That is, when He applies the 

gospel to your wounded soul. That, in and of itself, is an anointing. 

When that soul, for the first time, sees the way of salvation, sees the 
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Lord Jesus Christ as the sinner’s Friend, beholds Him as “the Lamb of 

God, which taketh away the sin of the world,” and flees for refuge to 

hide under the shadow of His wounds, His name, His righteousness and 

blood: that is an anointing. That first revelation of Christ, in whatever 

way the Holy Ghost may see fit to give it, is an anointing. Can some of 

you remember that first revelation of the gospel-way to your soul, and 

how it came with power and with authority? I am not saying that you 

perhaps had the full assurance at that moment, but you were not 

without hope from that moment. You said that this way of salvation 

was the only way in which you could be saved. Christ must be the 

Way. Some of you can remember the day when you were given the 

assurance of it. When you heard Him say: ‘Son, thy sins, which are 

many, are all forgiven thee,’ you felt the power of that blood cleansing 

your conscience, washing it clean in God’s sight. Oh, blessed, sweet, 

precious moment! “The anointing which ye have received of Him.” 

 

 Again, whenever a precious promise comes into our heart with 

power; that is an anointing. Especially it anoints God’s people for 

whatever may lay before them. So, Moses had this anointing: 

“Certainly I will be with thee.” Jacob had this anointing: “And, behold, 

I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and 

will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have 

done that which I have spoken to thee of.” So, likewise we may look, 

dear friends, into our hearts and lives. Some of us can remember a day 

of an “anointing”, when the Lord gave us a specific word and promise 

concerning what He would have us do. How we have to go back to that 

anointing still, as we walk out the path that God has put us in! We 

plead the promise He gave, and there is still power in that promise – 

bless His holy name for it. As I meditated upon this thought, my mind 

went to the occasion on which the Lord Jesus said to His disciples: “Let 

us pass over unto the other side.” If you understand me aright – in the 

context of what I am saying this morning – with that one sentence they 

were anointed to pass over Galilee to the other side. It did not mean 

they would not have trouble. It did not mean there would not be a 

storm. It did not mean there would not be fears, doubts and peril – there 

were! But friends, the storm and the darkness and the fears and the peril 
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could not undo the anointing. They reached the other side. They got 

there safely, because of the anointing. So it is spiritually speaking, child 

of God. He who anointed you in the beginning of the work of grace, He 

was saying to you: ‘Let us pass over to the other side to reach that 

heavenly Canaan.’ Reach it you will, because of the anointing. Not all 

the temptations that come, nor the opposition of this world, nor the 

opposition of your wretched heart can undo what God has done in that 

anointing. Now, do remember that. 

 

It is so in the other paths of life that God may give you. I think of 

dear Joseph, and the anointing he received in those dreams God gave 

him concerning his future pathway and what God would do for him. 

The only thing that kept that dear man’s soul alive, under the Spirit’s 

power, was that which God had promised him. When he was in the pit, 

he only had one thing to cling to; that with which God had anointed 

him, that promise. When he was sold as a slave he had to cling to the 

promise, though everything seemed against it. When he was in 

Potiphar’s house at first he seemed to succeed, but then everything 

went wrong, as we may look at it. But the anointing still remained. 

Down in the prison cell the anointing was still there. It wasn’t 

destroyed, though “the word of the LORD tried him.” The Word of God 

says so, but in the end, His word came, and the anointing was proved. 

There may be one here this morning, and you remember the day you 

felt the anointing in these things. How assured you were it would be so! 

How your soul leapt at the voice of your God! You felt the unction of 

it, you felt the power of it. But now! What did you sing just now? 

 
“If today He deigns to bless us 

     With a sense of pardoned sin, 

     Perhaps tomorrow He’ll distress us, 

     Make us feel the plague within; 

        All to make us 

      Sick of self and fond of Him.” 

J. Kent 

 

We need to cling to Him who gave the anointing. Our frames and our 

feelings vary very much. We must not rest on them. As good Martin 
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Luther said: “Feelings come and feelings go, but God’s Word shall 

stand forever.” Friends, that anointing of His Word – that imparting of 

it to your soul – cannot be undone. 

 
“Nor sin, nor Satan, can o’ercome 

       The arm that vindicates thy cause. 

    God, thy own God, will lead thee home, 

       In spite of all that may oppose.” 

W. Gadsby 

 

“But the anointing which ye have received of Him abideth in you.” 

It is there: God has put it there, God will maintain it there and God will 

sustain it there, until that of which the anointing speaks is 

accomplished. Friends, in the vital, final analysis of it, what does it 

mean? It means this: “In My Father’s house are many mansions: if it 

were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And 

if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 

unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” Now, dear friends, 

that is the outworking of the anointing in its final and blessed 

consummation. That is what God has in view, that is the end He has in 

view. Nothing that intervenes between the anointing and your crowning 

can undo it. No. What a mercy! But you will need the anointing, 

especially when things come against you. You will need that word to 

plead and that blessed God who gave it, to go to. But you will find this: 

(again it is something you sang of in our hymn just now) that it is often 

in the fiery trials and the difficulties where you find the anointing most 

precious. What did you sing?  
 
 

““I am with thee, 

      Israel, passing through the fire.”” 

J. Kent 
 

We read, in the Book of Daniel, of those three Hebrews who would 

not compromise one iota for conscience sake, and were thrown into that 

fiery furnace, bound. Bound by man, but we find there that the only 

thing they lost in the fire was their bonds. They did not lose their God. 
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They did not lose their religion. They did not lose their hope: they lost 

their bonds. They had much more liberty in the fire than out of it, and 

some of us here today have to say that our sweetest moments, and our 

most precious moments, have often been when we were in the fires. 

That is when we have been most assured “it is well”, when strangely 

enough, everything seems against us. “But the anointing which ye have 

received of Him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach 

you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, 

and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in Him.” 
 

 Now, there are three or four blessed inferences from our text that 

we must notice this morning. The first is this, that God will leave no 

anointed soul short of that which is necessary for his or her salvation. 

That is a comforting word, especially to some of you who feel to be 

more like the little children in this chapter. It speaks of young men; it 

speaks of fathers. But you say: ‘I can’t come as far as that. I’m one of 

those little children.’ Yes, but note, it was to those little children he 

wrote, “your sins are forgiven you for His name’s sake.” He could have 

written that to the fathers and the young men, but he did not. He wrote 

it to the little children. That is a mercy, is it not? How low the Word of 

God comes! Do not be ashamed if all you can say this Sabbath morning 

is: ‘I am a little child.’ “I am but a little child: I know not how to go out 

or come in,” said Solomon. He was never wiser than at that moment, he 

was never stronger than at that moment. Yes.  
 

“Make me like a little child, 

       Of my strength and wisdom spoiled, 

       Seeing only in Thy light, 

       Walking only in Thy might.” 

J. Berridge 

Now, listen, dear friends. The point I want to make this morning is: 

“He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day 

of Jesus Christ.” In other words, the Holy Ghost will not leave you 

short. No. Man may leave you short, ministers may leave you short, but 

the Holy Ghost will not. No. “All thy children shall be taught of the 

LORD.” That is what is needed: the Holy Ghost’s religion. 
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 The second thing is this: it says here; “ye need not that any man 

teach you.” It is an important principle that our religion, as I said at the 

outset, must come from God. God may, and God does use ministers and 

pastors. We hope He uses this poor man sometimes, among you, 

though we wish we could see more evidence of it. Having said that, 

dear friends, we are but instruments. We are but tools. We are only 

useful as God picks us up in His dear hands and uses us. It is He who 

does the teaching. It is He who has the power and the authority and the 

application. It is His will that is being done, if anything is being done at 

all. That is what John means. We are not to rest on anyone short of 

Christ.  

 

 The next thing we must notice is this, that this anointing has an 

effect. We read, in our Lord’s ministry, of Mary who anointed our 

Lord’s feet with that ointment of spikenard. A very wonderful 

expression is used by the Holy Ghost in describing that scene. “The 

house was filled with the odour of the ointment.” He could not be hid 

because “the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.” One 

thing is certain, if you and I are blessed with this anointing, according 

to the measure of that anointing; so there will be an ‘odour’ in our life, 

too. Here is something to test whether we have the anointing or not: 

“By their fruits ye shall know them.” We may profess much, we may 

talk much, but dear friends, where is “the odour of the ointment” in 

your fellowship, in your communion, yes, in your religion? Where is 

the odour of it? Is it a sweet savour unto God? Is it known by men 

whose you are and whom you serve? In this chapter John is very clear. 

For example, if we have the anointing, we will not love the world. 

“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man 

love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the 

world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 

life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” Friends, this is a vital 

thing. This anointing will wean you from the love of the world: its 

fashions, its dress, its company and its pursuits will become something 

you want to be distanced from. You will find they are harmful to your 

soul. You will find that spirit, which wants your poor old flesh to 

amalgamate with the world and make it your friend, brings a loss into 
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your soul. What does the Lord say to you? “Wherefore come out from 

among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 

unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, 

and ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” The 

child of God proves this: that the communion with Christ, by the 

blessed Spirit and the dear Father, is something infinitely more to be 

desired than the false communion and fellowship of this dying world. 

Do remember that, but “Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” You say: 

‘What do you mean by that?’ Friends, you cannot have fellowship with 

God in this precious anointing and at the same time have fellowship 

with this dying, lost world. It is impossible. If you think you can make 

the Word of God untrue by pretending it can be otherwise, you are 

deceiving yourself. I say it again; this anointing will have its effect, and 

one of the effects is that you will be seen to be separate from this world. 

You will not be copying it. It will not be your chief desire to make sure 

people think well of you by not being different from it. Although you 

will not go around saying: ‘I am holier than thou,’ – God forbid you 

should do that – because you are not. You know, by your conscience, 

that you are the worst of sinners; the vilest of them. 

 
“No sinner needed mercy more, 

       That ever sought Thy face. 

J. Fawcett 

 

On the other hand, you see what the Saviour suffered in 

Gethsemane, and you see what He bore there, and you see your sins 

there: then will you play with sin now? Will you play with the world 

that brought such guilt on your conscience? Will you play with the 

devil who has so often ensnared you? ‘No,’ says your poor soul, your 

favoured soul, while this anointing is active in your heart, under the 

blessed Spirit’s influence. ‘I must walk separate. I must come out. I 

must be like Ruth, who turned her back upon Moab, saying to Naomi: 

“Thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God: Where thou 

diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the LORD do so to me, and 

more also, if ought but death part thee and me.”’ What was the 

difference between Orpah and Ruth? Very simple, but very solemn – 
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Ruth had the anointing, and Orpah did not. Orpah went back to her 

gods, little ‘g’ gods: that were no gods. She went back to that idolatrous 

land, Moab, and was content to do so. Though she must have naturally 

missed Ruth and Naomi – I am not saying she did not, but friends, she 

had not got the anointing. She was not kept in the day of temptation. 

She went away backward, and became an apostate. How solemn! Oh, 

how we need to be kept! But the anointing does keep. It says: “Ye shall 

abide in Him.” It keeps God’s dear people: it preserves them. 

 
“The righteous shall hold on his way.” 

H. Fowler 

 

 Again: “But the anointing which ye have received of Him abideth 

in you.” If you have this anointing, you will find fellowship with God’s 

people. You will find an affinity with those who have the anointing. 

You may find them in some surprising places. I have been amazed at 

some of the places where I have found a child of God, in my days. It is 

a very precious thing when you suddenly come across one who fears 

God, perhaps in a most unexpected place. Your soul finds there is 

communion and fellowship with them. I remember being on the beach 

at Swanage many years ago. It was absolutely packed out. My wife and 

I (our children were very young at that time) sat down while the 

children were playing, as they do on such occasions. A man came up to 

me and said: ‘I believe you love the Lord.’ ‘Yes,’ I said, ‘I do. How do 

you know that?’ ‘Well,’ he said. ‘I just felt in my soul that you did, and 

so do I.’ For a few minutes, we had a very nice conversation. Friends, I 

tell you, there will be an affinity between God’s people. But listen: can 

you come in here, this morning? “We know that we have passed from 

death unto life, because we love the brethren.” You love their prayers 

and you love their conversation when they are in the spirit. Yes, I know 

they have got their faults, and none more than the one in the pulpit, but 

when they are in the spirit, when this anointing is blessedly active 

within, how you love their spirit, their humility, their love and their 

desires! ‘This is my people,’ you say. ‘This is what I want.’ Like our 

dear friend, Mrs Wilderspin, said not long before she died: 
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“With them numbered may I be 

       Now, and through eternity.” 

J. Humphreys 

 

Child of God, you will be with them, because of the anointing: without 

it, you cannot be, but with it, it is certain you must be. 

 
“Where Jesus is, there they must be, 

       And view His lovely face; 

       And sit to all eternity, 

        In chanting forth His grace.” 

W. Gadsby 

 

Amen. 

 

 


