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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 28th March, 2010 

 
   Text: “And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith 

and love which is in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of 

all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of 

whom I am chief.” 1 Timothy 1, verses 14 & 15. 

 
The Apostle Peter tells us, in his first epistle, that we should be ready 

to give a reason of the hope that is in us. That is, if we are asked by any 

man, whether he be a godly man, or even ungodly; if he challenge us as to 

why we have faith and hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, we should be ready 

to give an answer to such an one. Now, of course, if we are to give a right 

answer, we need the Lord to be with our mouth and with our tongue, so 

that we speak aright. But I wonder how many of us here this Sabbath 

morning, if we were asked, could give a reason of the hope that is in us? 

Let me come a little deeper. Have you a hope to give a reason of? It would 

be very solemn if your silent tongue and your shut mouth were because 

there was no hope, no knowledge of God, no knowledge of self, no 

knowledge of Christ and no preparation for that last step that must come 

from time into eternity. Those of you whose mouths are silent in this 

respect – do examine yourselves why you are silent! Then, those of you 

who do have “a good hope through grace” – examine it and weigh it 

according to the scales of our text this morning. 

 

Here we have Paul‟s reason of the hope that is within him. Paul is 

giving the testimony to his son in the faith, Timothy, of his call by grace; 

of how the Lord plucked him as a brand from the burning, showed him 

himself as a guilty, hell-deserving sinner, and then revealed to him the 

only way of salvation. That very name he once despised and hated, now 

became his only hope. He says, in the very first verse concerning our Lord 

Jesus Christ: “which is our hope.” Without Christ he had no hope. And, 

friends, without Christ you have no hope either, and nor have I. And those 

who are yet in their sins – the Word of God tells us in Ephesians 2 – are 

„without God, without Christ, and without hope.‟ Very solemn! Though 

Paul was not now without God and not now without Christ, so he was not 

now without hope, he tells us this morning in our text how God dealt with 
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him, how God found him, and how God brought him into this precious 

knowledge of salvation. 

 

What was Paul before he was called in this way? He tells us in verse 

13. Listen to Paul‟s description; his confession of what he was. “Who was 

before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious.” There is Paul‟s 

confession of his unregenerate state. But notice he put it in the past tense. 

He is no longer a blasphemer, no longer a persecutor and no longer 

injurious. You might say: „Has not Paul still got an old nature that would 

be blaspheming, persecuting, injurious?‟ Yes, as he wrote to Timothy he 

certainly had that old nature. He tells us in Romans 7 that he has. But that 

wonderful word „grace‟ proved in Paul‟s life to be abundant. He speaks of 

„an abundance‟ in verse 14 – the first part of our text. “The grace of our 

Lord was exceeding abundant.” It abounded – not only over the guilt of 

Paul‟s former life, but also over the power of that old nature that was so 

strong in Paul that it would have dragged him into eternal perdition. 

„Grace‟, that wonderful word: it was the only word that could do it. And 

there are some here this morning, perhaps, looking back to their 

unregenerate days and mourning because their own heart has still that 

same potential. It hasn‟t changed. And they are despairing of salvation. 

Remember this glorious word, „grace‟. Paul tells us in Romans 5: “where 

sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” Go to the Epistle of James 

and hear these words, “but He giveth more grace.” May our first point this 

morning be this: in reviewing what he was and what he is now, Paul gave 

all the honour, and all the glory to that word „grace.‟ 

 

What is grace? How are we going to define grace this Sabbath 

morning? How could we define it? In one sense, it has to be experienced to 

be known. You can talk about it. Men have written books upon it. Sermons 

have been preached about it. Theologians have debated about it. But, dear 

friends, really, you will only know what grace is if you have „tasted it, 

handled it, felt it and proved it‟. How many here, this morning, really 

know what grace is? Can you say with Paul, that it “was exceeding 

abundant”? „It changed my heart, it renewed my mind, it turned my feet in 

a way they never went before.‟ What has grace done in your life? I ask 

you, before God, to lay it before Him and ask Him to confirm it. As you 

have been singing that beautiful hymn just now: 
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“Thou shalt see My glory soon, 

  When the work of grace is done.” 

   W. Cowper 
 

But it must be begun first. Has there been a beginning? “He which 

hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus 

Christ.” „Oh,‟ but you say, „that day may be a long way away yet. Need I 

be worried about it and concerned about it?‟ I‟m sure the oldest among us 

here this morning, whoever that may be, will tell you how short life is. 

You younger ones might not believe me. You say: „Well, I‟m only ten or 

fifteen. I have yet got seventy years I hope, perhaps even eighty years left. 

Oh, I hope my life has yet only just begun.‟ Well, I hope it has only just 

begun, in one sense. But you ask the dear aged ones among us here this 

morning, and they will tell you how quickly life passes. “It is even a 

vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” It is “as 

a tale that is told.” It has a beginning; a few chapters – some tales are 

longer, and some have more chapters than others – but then there comes 

that final word: The End! And you are living, friend, a life like that: “a tale 

that is told.” Paul was, too. But – blessed be God‟s holy name – although 

Paul could say that tale had begun so badly – and it did begin badly, and 

your tale began badly, and my tale began badly, as well. We were sinners, 

unregenerate, unbelieving, unhoping and unloving. We were alienated 

from God and godliness, although some of us thought we were not, yet we 

were. And Paul thought he was not, but he was. But then that great change 

came. Grace intervened and grace took hold of him. And friends, if grace 

takes hold of you, it will never let you go. Never. The hymnwriter said:  

 
“Oh, Love that will not let me go.” 

G. Matheson  
 

It is a mercy, isn‟t it? Think of it. Why ever should God lay hold of a 

blasphemer, a persecutor, and an injurious man? Whatever was there in 

him to give God, as it were, the motive (I say that most reverently) to 

begin a work of grace in him? Friend, the motive was in God. The love of 

God in Christ Jesus – the only way God could lay hold of such a sinner, 

such a wretch, such a beggar, such an undeserving man as Paul was. And 

some of us, friends, must join with Paul this morning. And the only 

argument we have with him is that he says he was the chief of sinners. 
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„Well, Paul, we must argue with you there. We don‟t debate anything else 

with you. We acknowledge all else you have said. But this we must ask 

you to yield to us: we feel to be “sinners, of whom I am chief.”‟ 

 

Now then, this word „grace‟ is a divine intervention of Almighty God, 

proceeding from eternal transactions ere time began. God intervening. 

 
“The appointed time rolls on apace, 

        Not to propose, but call by grace, 

        To change the heart, renew the will, 

        And turn the feet to Zion‟s hill.” 

    J. Kent 

 

What no other could do, God did. Who else could have tamed Paul when 

he was Saul of Tarsus? Who else could have subdued that bitter, 

revengeful, malicious, self-willed, self-righteous, angry man that he was? 

Friend, no one could do anything with Saul of Tarsus, but God. God could. 

 

I just make two comments here. Oh, poor sinner here this morning, 

who feels their wretched heart and says, „Who ever can do anything with 

it?‟ God can. And those of you that have loved ones over whom you 

mourn and weep – „Can anybody do anything with them?‟ God can. God 

can. Plead this word, „grace.‟ “The grace of our Lord was exceeding 

abundant with faith and love, which is in Christ Jesus.” It is stored up in a 

precious Christ, for Paul and for all called by grace. “This is a faithful 

saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners; of whom I am chief.” Those of you who have been here 

over the thirty years I have been your pastor will have heard me try and 

preach from this word more than once. We have never exhausted it. 

Friends, if a thousand sermons were preached from this text, it would still 

be only like a thimble-full out of the ocean depths. May we get just a 

thimbleful, this morning. It is a faithful saying, a worthy one, an 

acceptable one, that “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of 

whom I am chief.” 

 

I want to speak, for a moment, about another man, a man in the Old 

Testament called Manasseh. Manasseh was the son of Hezekiah. Hezekiah 

was a most godly man. He had his faults like we all have, but he is 
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probably one of the most gracious men that ever sat on a throne. He did 

much to reform religion in his day and sought to put God first in so many 

ways, and God honoured him. We know that he had to wait long for a son, 

and we know that, eventually, God gave him a son named Manasseh. God 

had promised that this son, Manasseh, would be a child of God. But when 

Hezekiah died, Manasseh was only twelve years old, and most evidently 

not called by grace. He was, like Saul of Tarsus, a blasphemer, a 

persecutor, and injurious. The Word of God tells us that he made 

Jerusalem‟s streets run with blood, and no doubt he had advisors around 

him at that time who were counselling him. He was falling in with their 

advice, and no doubt they were guilty as well for telling a twelve year old 

how to run the nation‟s affairs. It was not only Manasseh who was guilty; 

we know that, because the sins of Manasseh‟s reign were visited long after 

Manasseh died. 

 

Eventually, the Lord, in solemn judgment, sent Manasseh an enemy. 

He was overcome by a foreign power and taken hundreds of miles away 

from his land; bound not with normal chains, but with thorns which were 

tearing his flesh as he was taken on this long journey. Eventually, on 

reaching Babylon, he was thrown into a prison there. An outcast! A 

castaway, it seemed. And there one would have expected him to end a 

miserable life in a miserable death, and enter a well-deserved eternity of 

wrath. But no! The word „grace‟ is now to intervene, for while he was in 

that prison cell, many things came back to his mind. Not only was his body 

torn with the thorns – and that was an affliction God sent – but friends, his 

soul was torn with guilt and with conviction. God rent his soul with a 

solemn realisation of the terrible life he had been living. No doubt he 

remembered his father‟s prayers, and the wise counsel his father had given 

him in the early years of his life. Then he remembered how he had 

trampled underfoot what his father had told him, and turned his back on 

his father‟s prayers, and brought idolatry into the temple and all sorts of 

other abominations. Oh, friends! His heart sank under the sense of guilt 

that he now felt. And then we read that most memorable word: “Then 

Manasseh knew that the Lord He was God.” There comes a moment for 

every sinner born of God, called by grace, that he will know that: that God 

is God. He is accountable to Him, he is answerable to Him. He has to stand 

before Him in the day of judgment. He knows, in that solemn moment, if 

God were to deal with him justly on account of his sins, he would be lost, 



 6 

and lost eternally. This is a solemn condition to come into. And Manasseh 

came there. But he sought mercy. He sought forgiveness, and it was 

granted. God gave it to him. God covered his sins. God cast them behind 

His back, as He had his father Hezekiah‟s sins. He was restored to his 

kingdom. His life was changed, and the latter years of his reign were so 

different – all because of this word: „grace.‟ 

 

Many years ago there was a very godly man who, nonetheless, had not 

got the assurance of faith. And although he could see others (as he felt) 

entering into the kingdom of heaven, he seemed lost and cut out every 

time. His poor heart seemed overwhelmed with the thought lest he should 

be left out. But God gave him a very remarkable vision. The vision was 

this. In his dream he saw a large company entering the celestial city, 

Heaven. As he watched people entering those golden gates, he saw 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and the dear patriarchs, and then dear David and 

the good prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah – all the Old Testament saints. And 

he thought: „I cannot go in with them. No, they are much too far advanced 

in religion and godliness for me. I dare not join that company.‟ Then he 

saw another band coming up and entering the gate. They were the New 

Testament saints: Paul, John, Peter, and many others who were wrought 

upon in the New Testament days. But no, he felt he could not join with 

them either! Then he saw the noble martyrs going in, who had laid down 

their lives for Christ‟s sake. He did not feel worthy to join that noble band 

either! Then he saw some of his own generation, whom he had known to 

be God-fearing people who had gone before, and oh, he dare not join them 

either! He thought, „There seems no hope for me.‟ And then he espied, 

right at the very end of this vast company, a man on two crutches, 

hobbling along a long way behind, but nonetheless crawling along toward 

the gate. He thought: „I think I shall perhaps join this man.‟ As he drew 

near to him he saw, written on him, his name: Manasseh. He awoke with 

these words: “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.” 

 

Now, dear friends, this is the way sinners are saved: as sinners. Some 

of you, I think, are looking in the wrong direction. You know you should 

be a believer, you know you should be penitent, you know you should be 

upright and you know you should be godly, but you do not find these 

things in your heart. They are not there by nature. So you cut yourself off. 
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„There is no hope for me!‟ But, dear friends, have you ever thought of 

this? “Christ died for the ungodly.” Note that: the un-godly. Have you ever 

thought of this? “That, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” So 

says the Word of God concerning God‟s dear saved people. Oh! If there is 

no other door you may feel able to knock at this morning, then knock at 

that door marked, „For Sinners.‟ That is where Paul came in, and that is 

what he has to tell us this morning. “This is a faithful saying, and worthy 

of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of 

whom I am chief.” 

 

What is it to be a sinner? A sinner is one who has transgressed and 

broken God‟s law. There are men‟s laws – and they are very often infirm. 

Many people judge their righteousness and merit on what other people 

think of them. They compare themselves with others, like the Pharisee did 

with the publican. He thought that because he was comparatively (so he 

thought) more upright and more consistent, that he was well on the way to 

heaven. Friends, he missed the way altogether. And so will you if you 

judge your way to heaven in that way. No, the way of conviction of sin, 

and the way of the Holy Ghost with a sinner He is saving, is this. He 

brings him to that solemn condition: „It is God‟s law I have broken, it is to 

God I am answerable, and unless I can get this matter cleared by God and 

none other, I am lost.‟ You dare not even rest on your parents‟ opinions, 

your husband‟s, your wife‟s, your friend‟s, your pastor‟s or your minister‟s 

opinions. Although they may be well-meaning, and perhaps they are 

praying over you, you cannot rest there. You want it from God‟s own lips. 

 

The Word says, in our text: “saying.” Who is to say it? Well, preachers 

are to preach it, undoubtedly. And those who give a reason for the hope 

that is in them; they say it, too. It is good for them to say it. But, dear 

friends, do not you want it said by the blessed Spirit in your heart? “Say 

unto my soul, I am thy salvation.” Is there someone in Psalm 101 this 

morning? You say: „What about Psalm 101?‟ There is a very eloquent 

prayer in the second verse of Psalm 101: “O when wilt Thou come unto 

me?” How personal that was! It was as if he had seen the Lord coming to 

others, but – “when wilt Thou come unto me?” Like the man at the pool of 

Bethesda. There he was. Others went down to the water before him, but 

there he was, left those thirty and eight years! Untouched, unhelped, 

unhealed. „Oh when will it be for me Lord?‟ And that is what some of you 
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are waiting and watching and longing for. You want the blessed Spirit to 

speak to your heart. Not that you would be unbelieving – unbelief is not a 

grace. But, on the other hand, you dare not just snatch these things with a 

carnal, religious mind. That will not do either! You want the witness of the 

Holy Ghost. 
 

“Tell us, Lord, and make us feel it, 

         We are Thine, for ever Thine. 

       Take each wounded heart and heal it, 

         Let Thy glory in us shine.” 

    W. Gadsby 
 

„Lord, I want to know that when Thou cried, “It is finished” that my sins 

were cast forever behind Thy back. I want to know that now, at the right 

hand of the Father, it is my case that Thou art taking in hand. I want to 

know that the work I hope is in my heart has been begun by none other 

than God the Holy Ghost. I want that witness, Lord‟. Well, you are on 

good ground if you want that witness. And oh! I do pray that you may not 

be left short, because these are solemn things. When all around your soul 

gives way, dear friends, you will want something certain; you will want 

something substantial – a foundation. That is why our text says, “this is a 

faithful saying”. It is something to be relied on. And how we want 

something to be faithful, do we not? And friends, the foundation of our 

hope depends on the faithfulness of God in His promises. Do remember 

that. It does not depend on the faithfulness of your poor, fickle heart. No. 

You will be in bondage if you look that way. Ah, what can our poor, fickle 

heart bring before God? Nothing. 

 

As I pondered this, my mind went to one of our hymns – it is not often 

sung. Perhaps it is something we ought to sing, if God lead us to it. Listen 

to these words as I read the whole hymn. It is written by good Joseph Hart, 

who understood these things very deeply: 
 

“If ever it could come to pass, 

        That sheep of Christ might fall away, 

        My fickle, feeble soul, alas! 

        Would fall a thousand times a day; 

        Were not Thy love as firm as free, 

        Thou soon would‟st take it, Lord, from me. 
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        I on Thy promises depend; 

        At least I to depend desire; 

  That Thou wilt love me to the end, 

        Be with me in temptation‟s fire; 

        Wilt for me work, and in me too, 

  And guide me right and bring me through.” 

 
Now, listen to this. This is the hope of a sinner: 

 
“No other stay have I beside; 

        If these can alter, I must fall; 

  I look to Thee to be supplied 

        With life, with will, with power, with all. 

        Rich souls may glory in their store, 

  But Jesus will relieve the poor.” 

J. Hart 

 

Friends, that man, Joseph Hart, knew that his soul‟s salvation depended on 

the faithfulness of God in His promises. “If these can alter, I must fall.” 

 

You think of the children of Israel on the night of the Passover. Their 

deliverance depended on God‟s faithfulness to His promise. “When I see 

the blood, I will pass over you.” God could not be unfaithful to any 

promise He gives. But, had it been that that promise was not from God, 

they would have all perished! Again, when they went through the Red Sea, 

they depended on God‟s faithfulness to hold back the sea on either side as 

they went through. And so it is with all of God‟s promises: they depend on 

God‟s faithfulness, God‟s unchanging and unchangeable love. We have it 

in Malachi chapter 3. “I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of 

Jacob are not consumed.” 

 

Oh, we have a changing world! Some of us have had a very 

changeable week. Some things have happened in our own life this week 

that we never thought would happen. Chapter after chapter has come upon 

us. We wondered where the scene would end! But friends, we have had a 

faithful God, who loves at all times – in prosperity and adversity, in 

sickness and in health, in joy and in sorrow and in loss and in gain. He is 

“the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” A faithful God. We do not 
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know what next week will bring, do we? None of us know that. But 

friends, one thing is certain. This faithful God will be there, and this 

faithful saying will be there. What is it? “That Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.” No wonder Paul says it is 

“worthy”! It is a worthy saying. It cost the dear Saviour – not just that 

transaction in the covenant of grace – but it cost Him His life. It cost Him 

His heart‟s blood. It cost him the agony of Gethsemane and the judgment 

hall, the loneliness and the isolation of Calvary. It cost Him all that, and 

His dying breath; it cost Him that, sinner. 

 

It is a worthy saying. Then do not trample it underfoot. How solemnly 

Paul speaks in the Hebrews to those who count the blood of the covenant 

as an unholy thing, and trample it underfoot! God will not look lightly on 

those who treat the gospel so lightly. Friends, may God deliver us from it. 

May He give us that grace to understand, as all His people are led to do, 

the exceeding value of this statement. It is an invaluable word, speaking of 

invaluable blood, and it speaks of an invaluable Saviour. Let us not trifle 

with these things. This is the only way of salvation. There is no other door 

God has ever provided than this door. God has never devised any other 

means of salvation but this means. 

 

I was reading yesterday of remarks made by one of the leading men in 

the Vatican, in the Catholic church, at this time. The reasoning of this man 

was so fallacious: all depended on the church for salvation. It was the 

church that was right, and everything had to be done, as it were, for the 

good of the church. No mention of Christ! No mention of the honour and 

glory of the dear Son of God! It was all the idolatry of their so-called 

church. Dear friends, how careful we have to be. Christ must bear the 

crown, Christ must have all the honour, and Christ must have all the glory. 

He alone is worthy, and He has made this worthy saying available to His 

dear people, and not only available, but He will apply it to their hearts. He 

will seal it home. 

 

“Worthy of all acceptation.” This means three things. First of all, the 

whole saying is blessedly worthy to be received by sinners taught by the 

Holy Ghost, without exception. Secondly, sinners of every kindred, tribe 

and tongue, wrought upon by the Holy Ghost – as Paul was – will find it 

an acceptable word. And thirdly – how wonderful it will be in that great 
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day when God gathers His dear people at His right hand! How they will 

acclaim this glorious word! They do so in glory this morning. “Worthy is 

the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 

strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.” That is their anthem. They 

are speaking, they are praising and they are meditating upon this glorious 

word. Eternity will not be long enough to thank God for it: “that Christ 

Jesus came into the world.” Not to make salvation possible – that will not 

save me. He does more than that – to accomplish it, to bring it to pass for 

those sinners in our text, “of whom I am chief.” “This is a faithful saying.” 

It is like that scarlet cord on which those spies hung with all their weight 

as they descended the wall of Jericho. So, dear friend, a sinner may hang, 

with God‟s help, all the weight of his soul, all the weight of his life and his 

eternity, his death, his sins, his guilt and his needs. All the weight may be 

borne by this blessed cord of salvation, “that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.” 

 

Now, who came? “Christ Jesus came.” Two blessed names of the 

Saviour were given here. The name Jesus, of course, is the name given to 

Him by the Father. Remember how the angel visited Joseph and told him 

and Mary how that dear Babe was to be named. You dear parents, do you 

ever pray that God would guide you about the names you give to your 

children? Not that there is anything in a name. But certainly, dear friends, 

Joseph and Mary were not left to make any decisions of their own, were 

they? No! God commanded them. It was, after all, the dear Father‟s right 

to do so.  It was His Son whom He was sending in the holy tabernacle of 

His holy humanity. He had a divine right to name the Child: “thou shalt 

call His name Jesus.” Why? “For He shall.” It is not, “He might,” not “He 

perhaps,” not “He might nearly.” “He shall save His people from their 

sins.” Who are His people? Those sinners in our text, given by the Father 

to the Son ‟ere time began. 

  
                  “Determined to save, He watched o‟er my path, 

    When, Satan‟s blind slave, I sported with death. 

    And can He have taught me to trust in His name, 

    And thus far have brought me to put me to shame?” 

    J. Newton 

No! God forbid you should think so. 
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“Christ Jesus”, blessed name! And friends, He fulfilled that name in all 

His life, in His dying, and in His rising. Jesus – the name He bears at the 

right hand of His Father this Sabbath morning, this Lord‟s Day morning. 

“Jesus” – it makes the heaven‟s arches ring with joy. It is the odour of the 

ointment that fills the house: the name of Jesus. 

 
“How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 

      In a believer‟s ear! 

      It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 

      And drives away his fear.” 

J. Newton 

     
If it does that on earth below, dear friends, how much more will it do it in 

heaven above! “The house was filled with the odour of the ointment.” It 

filled the house, and it fills heaven: the name of Jesus. 

 

But then, it is “Christ Jesus”. What does that tell us? The anointed 

One. Yes, within His holy humanity dwelt all “the fulness of the Godhead 

bodily.” What an anointing! Now, there are those of us here this morning 

who humbly hope – if we are not solemnly deceived – that we have an 

anointing of the blessed Spirit; the Spirit of Christ. We are not children of 

God if we have not got that anointing. But, dear friends, it is only in 

measure. But, with Him it was without measure. The Holy Spirit dwelt 

without measure in Him, the whole of the Godhead dwelt within him, 

bodily. “It pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell.” Christ 

Jesus. He came with a commission to save sinners, and how blessedly He 

fulfilled the law that they had broken, satisfying its demands of obedience, 

yes, and payment. Blessed, precious Saviour, this Christ Jesus! He “came 

into the world to save sinners.” 

 

And then, where did He come? Into the world. That tells me, friends, 

three things about this condescension of the dear Saviour. First of all, He 

did not come as an angel. He came as a Man, a real Man. That is a 

wonderful thought, is it not? “He took not on Him the nature of angels;” 

we read, “but He took on Him the seed of Abraham.” Yes, His human 

genealogy (we say that most reverently) could be traced back to Abraham 

himself, as God had promised Abraham all those hundreds of years before. 

Yet we must also add something else, and this is vital. Although, in a 
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sense, He was miraculously the seed of Abraham, yet He was sinless. 

Abraham was not sinless, nor was Jesus‟ mother, Mary. But, the Holy 

Ghost overshadowed her in this amazing transaction so that He came forth 

from the womb as “that Holy Thing”, and so He came into the world. 

 

Now think of it. You and I are sinners, and we are so used to being 

sinners that the sinfulness around us does not affect us like it ought to. But 

friends, the dear Saviour was holy. He was like that “Lily among thorns” 

that we read of in the Song of Solomon. A lily surrounded by thorns. 

Think of it. What a comparison! There is the dear Lily, the dear Son of 

God in our nature – pure, holy, harmless, undefiled, verily God and yet 

verily Man – and He had sin all around Him. Everywhere He looked He 

saw sinners and the fruits of sin. That is why He was “a Man of sorrows” 

all His days. There was a shadow over His holy life, from His very earliest 

breath, because of this solemn fact: He was the “Lily among thorns”. How 

wonderful to think he lived those thirty-three years like that! What a cross 

he took up! What uncongenial circumstances He condescended to dwell 

among! You think of it. We read of missionaries who go into the slums – 

and, friends, we admire them for it. But that is a very, very faint 

comparison with Him, who left His radiant throne on high, and stooped 

down into this sin-cursed earth to dwell among sinners. “Sinless, yet for 

sin He bled.” He “came into the world.” 

 

Secondly, we come closer. Dear friends, you and I have the world in 

our hearts. That is a solemn thing that is true of us all by nature. How 

wonderful to think that there is a people into whom the dear Saviour 

comes, right into their hearts, bringing that great change I have been 

speaking of! He came, not just bodily into this world, but He comes by His 

Spirit into the hearts of His dear people, who, by nature, are worldly, 

worldly-minded and of this world. But oh, the great change His Spirit 

brings! It translates them from the kingdom and power of darkness into the 

kingdom of His grace. What a great change! 

 

And then, thirdly. He “came into the world.” For what reason? He 

came with this blessed purpose: to save sinners. This was the one motive 

of His holy life. Now, you younger ones are growing up. Some of you are 

now going out into life, and you have plans and ambitions. You are setting 

your sights on those, and, yes, with God‟s help, I hope you may attain 
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them. But, (and I say this most reverently) think of what lay before the 

dear Saviour. The object of His life – Gethsemane, Gabbatha and 

Golgotha. Think of it! “I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I 

straitened till it be accomplished!” Think of it! We read: “He stedfastly set 

His face to go to Jerusalem,” knowing the things that were to be 

accomplished there. He came into the world for this very end: born to die. 

He took up a life to be able to lay it down. That, dear friends, is the 

Saviour in our text. 

 

Now, what did He come to do? He came to “save sinners”. And how 

did He do it? Well, one of our hymns puts it like this, and expresses it just 

in four lines much better than I can: 
 

“In guilt‟s dark dungeon when we lay, 

       Mercy cried, “Spare;” and Justice, “Slay.” 

       But Jesus answered, “Set them free, 

       And pardon them and punish Me.” 

J. Hart 
 

Now, poor guilty sinner, here this morning – you have come into the 

House of God, and the only quarrel you have got with Paul is the last few 

words: „I am the chief of sinners.‟ You say: „I am that chief sinner. I have 

blasphemed, I have wandered and I have strayed. All the marks of the fall 

are upon me. I am nothing but a filthy wretch.‟ Or, as one of the deacons 

said in the vestry prayer this morning: „a beggar.‟ Is that who and what 

you are this morning? Is that how you came into this house? These are the 

very characters for whom the dear Saviour came. This is the very case He 

came to take up, the very need He came to address, the very want He came 

to satisfy – the need of sinners. “I came not to call the righteous, but 

sinners to repentance.” You may have no other qualification for the gospel 

this morning than this – your feeling sense of being a sinner. Then friend, 

you have got all that you need. 

 
   “Let not conscience make you linger, 

         Nor of fitness fondly dream; 

         All the fitness He requireth, 

         Is to feel your need of Him, 

         This He gives you, 

         ‟Tis the Spirit‟s rising beam.”              J. Hart 
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You say: „But do I feel my need enough?‟ Friends, none of us do. But, it is 

a mercy to know just a little of that felt need. As the work of grace 

progresses, (I use that word aright) one thing you will feel more and more 

of is your need as a sinner. You will not outgrow that word „sinner.‟ You 

will know it more deeply. What a mercy! 

 
      “All the fitness He requireth, 

      Is to feel your need of Him, 

      This He gives you, 

      ‟Tis the Spirit‟s rising beam.” 

 

 
“Come, ye weary, heavy laden, 

      Lost and ruined by the fall; 

      If you tarry till you‟re better, 

      You will never come at all. 

      Not the righteous, 

      Sinners Jesus came to call.” 

J. Hart 

 
“Jesus ready stands to save you.” What a mercy! Yes. It is sinners He 

receives; the sinner in our text whose eyes have been opened, whose heart 

has been broken, whose life has been arrested by this word, „grace.‟ This is 

the one for whom the dear Saviour came to die. Chief of sinners you feel 

to be, but here is the Chief of Saviours; the only Saviour. 

 

My dear predecessor, the pastor here, when first convinced of sin, said 

to his dear brother, who had been called by grace before him: „I am such a 

big sinner!‟ „Yes, that is quite true, his brother said. „But, He is a great 

Forgiver.‟ And so He is.  

 

Poor, guilty soul this morning, what is there to hinder you? Your guilt? 

Why, the blood of Jesus answers for that. You say: „My impotence!‟ His 

strength answers for that. You say: „My lack of faith, and hope, and love, 

and all that I ought to be!‟ Yes, dear friend, but the supply is in Him. You 

must come as a beggar. You must come depending on charity. You must 

come leaning on this word; pleading it: 
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“No sinner shall ever be empty sent back, 

     Who comes seeking mercy for Jesus‟s sake.” 

J. Stocker 

 
You say: „Can you prove that from Scripture?‟ Yes, I can, and I will close 

with it. “All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that 

cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.” That is a faithful saying, and so is 

the one in our text. May God give you grace to lay hold of it. 

Amen. 

 

 


