
 1 

Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day evening, 30
th

 May, 2010 

 

Text:  “Thou art My servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee 

away.” Isaiah 41, part of  verse 9. 

 

 The prophet, Isaiah, prophesied many years before the Babylonish 

captivity took place. He prophesied of it, and he prophesied of the 

recovery from it, as well. Now, bearing in mind that when the captivity 

came the Jews were scattered, and many went down into Babylon; no 

doubt some would have taken with them the scrolls of Isaiah’s 

prophecy. They would read those very things, of which he had 

prophesied, coming to pass in their very generation. You can also see 

that those who believed the God of Israel, those who had the faith of 

God’s elect in their heart, would read words like our text this evening 

with gracious encouragement. Although, for a season, it seemed they 

had been cast away; as if they had been forgotten, forsaken and 

abandoned to their enemies, yet here was God’s word to them. “Thou 

art My servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away.” On the 

ground of that blessed declaration, which is our text, the well known 

promise that follows is to be found. “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: 

be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will 

help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My 

righteousness.” This is the background to our text this evening hour. 

With God’s help, we would draw a few seed thoughts for you to take 

home and pray about. I hope you do pray about the sermons you hear 

from this pulpit. “Thou art My servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast 

thee away.” 

 

 The Jewish nation was a very privileged people. They were used of 

God in two remarkable ways. One was for the bringing forth of the dear 

Saviour, as we read in Galatians: “But when the fulness of the time was 

come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 

To redeem them that were under the law.” The seed of David was 

chosen to be the channel through which the sacred humanity of the dear 
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Redeemer would come into this earth by ‘birth mysterious’.  

 

But secondly, the way God dealt with His ancient people was to be a 

pattern for the Church of Christ to the end of time. Their joys, their 

sorrows, their prosperity, their adversity, their correction, their falls and 

their restorations were to be, in God’s hand, a message to the Church of 

Christ till the end of time. They were a very favoured people in that 

respect. God was using them for this great purpose: for the furtherance 

of His gospel, and when we look beyond the natural Israel – which is 

only a type of the spiritual Israel – we find a very precious truth before 

us this evening. That which was said of natural Israel in our text is true 

and has come to pass, but it is even more true of His spiritual Israel. Of 

them He says: “Thou art My servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast 

thee away.” It is not enough, friends, to claim a relationship to God in a 

natural descendancy. The Jews spent much time trying to trace their 

ancestry back to Abraham. As long as they could show a clear line of 

descent they thought they were saved. But John the Baptist said in his 

ministry: “And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham 

to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise 

up children unto Abraham.” That’s a mercy, isn’t it? A stone is 

unfeeling. It is dead, it is cold; it is unyielding; just what you and I are 

by nature, just what some of those, who are burdened over loved ones, 

see in those whom they love: this stone-like nature. “God is able of 

these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.” The real children of 

Abraham are those who are possessed of the same faith that Abraham 

had, born again of the same Spirit, led by the same Spirit and 

graciously brought to the same foundation of truth that Abraham was 

brought to, when we read: “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My 

day: and he saw it, and was glad.” 

 

 So we look at our text now in the way that belongs to God’s dear 

people. What a mercy it would be tonight if God would say to one or 

another here: “Thou art My servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast 

thee away.” “Thou art My servant.”! If you turn with me to Romans 6, 

you will find the Apostle Paul discourses on this part of our text. In 

Romans 6 we find not a little said by the apostle about this matter of 



 3 

serving. If we read from verse 16, you will see what he is saying. 

“Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his 

servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of 

obedience unto righteousness? But God be thanked, that ye were the 

servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine 

which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became 

the servants of righteousness. I speak after the manner of men because 

of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members 

servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield 

your members servants to righteousness unto holiness.” You see, dear 

friends, two services are described there – the service of Satan and sin; 

the flesh, the world - that is natural to us, and then, the service of 

Christ. Who is it that makes the great change? “But God be thanked,” 

says Paul, “that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from 

the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.” Of how many 

under Old Baptist Chapel roof can that be said this evening? “Ye were 

the servants of sin.” You were the slaves of sin, you were under its 

dominion, you were under its lust and its power, and you had no desire 

to be under any other. But now, God be thanked, because that work of 

grace has begun, you are now ‘delivered from the power of darkness 

and translated into the kingdom of His dear Son,’ and are now the 

servants of Christ. True, you have that old nature within which still 

would serve the devil (if it had the freedom) and sometimes shows its 

true colours. Every child of God has to mourn over that. But, search 

your heart out this evening hour. May God search it out, is there that 

principle within which serves God? You will know it. You will not 

need me to judge the matter. I could not judge it, anyway. God judges 

it. God looks on your heart this evening hour. Is there that principle 

within? Can you honestly join with David in that prayer: “Search me, O 

God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if 

there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” 

“Thou art My servant.” 

 

 The next thing about our text is this. If we are God’s servant, then 

we are doing His will. This is a great point in real religion. This is one 

of the depths of real religion – to have no will of our own but His. Oh, 
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to come to that, this evening hour, in our path! To be like clay in “the 

hands of the potter.” To be as David’s servants were. “Thy servants are 

ready to do whatsoever my lord the king shall appoint.” “Whatsover”! 

What love they had to David! What devotion they had to him! What 

about David’s greater Son? Does that word “whatsoever” find you out, 

tonight? ‘Well,’ you say, ‘there are certain things in which I believe I 

have been able to obey Him.’ But there are other things that you know 

are lacking. Oh, may God give you and me grace to examine that word 

“whatsoever”! Where it finds us out, may God lead us in “the way 

everlasting.” “Thou art My servant.” 

 

 Then again we have this aspect of it. God’s servants are not just His 

slaves. They are His friends. We read in verse 8: “But thou, Israel, art 

My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham My 

friend.” The Lord Jesus Christ said to His disciples, “Henceforth I call 

you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I 

have called you friends.” If you go to Psalm 25, you read these words: 

“The secret of the LORD is with them that fear Him; and He will shew 

them His covenant.” The Lord said again to His disciples: “Unto you it 

is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God.” It is a blessed 

thing, friends, to be given to know the secrets of God’s Word; the 

mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. It is a great thing to have our eyes 

opened, our ears unstopped and our hearts opened up to receive the 

Word like that. We look back, some of us, on our dead days, when we 

sat under a good ministry. We heard good sermons, but they had no 

effect on us. Why? Because there was no heart to receive the Word; 

there was no understanding of it. But then when grace was given, we 

humbly trust and believe, what a difference there was then! We began 

to feed under the Word; we began to understand what was being said; 

our own experience tallied with it. “As in water face answereth to face, 

so the heart of man to man.” We wondered why others could not see 

what we were then seeing! We had to realise it was that great word, 

“Grace.” 

 

Some of you may have read John Kershaw’s biography; a most 

interesting and instructive book; one that you would do well to read. 
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Before he became pastor at Rochdale, he lived in another vicinity. He 

had a landlord who was a professing man, but he did not believe in the 

doctrine of election that we were reading of in Romans 9. He used to 

argue with John Kershaw, but he found he could not get the better of 

him. John Kershaw always went back to the Word of God, and often 

confounded him. The landlord said: ‘I cannot understand how it is that 

you, who has had no education, you have not been to a theological 

college, you have not been under the instruction, as far as I can see, of 

any religious teacher, and yet I have been on various courses to 

understand religion, and you seem to be able to master the argument as 

you do?’ John Kershaw said: ‘I do not want to be disrespectful, but I 

think I can give you the answer.’ The landlord said; ‘What is the 

answer?’ ‘The answer is this,’ said John Kershaw, ‘“I thank Thee, O 

Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these things from 

the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, 

Father; for so it seemed good in Thy sight.”’ Dear friends, bless God if 

you have been made a “babe” in the things of God, a sucking child, one 

feeding upon the breasts of consolation, one drinking in the Word in its 

simplicity and in its sincerity. Those who are dependent upon the 

blessed Spirit to open their eyes and their hearts to receive, friends, it is 

the sincere milk of the word they love, and they are those who are 

God’s servants. “Thou art My servant” – chosen to see these blessed 

things which have been hidden from many others. Friends, this is grace, 

grace, grace upon grace. Why me? ‘Lord, why such a wretch as me? 

Why such a rebel as me? Why such a fool as me, who was so full of 

self-righteousness, so full of self-wisdom and so full of self in every 

way? Why shouldest Thou so kindly come and overturn, overturn, 

overturn all that natural wisdom, all that natural religion and make me 

long for something real?’ Who made such a change? The God of all 

grace made such a change. “Thou art My servant.” 

 

 Then we go one step further with the Apostle Paul. “Know ye not 

ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify 

God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” Dear friends, 

“ye are not your own.” That is – God, even in a providential way – will 

order your steps. Where you live, where you worship, your 
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employment are all ordered by Him. He orders your steps in the way. 

“Thou art My servant.” He says to them: “Commit thy way unto the 

LORD; trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass.” “Thou art My 

servant.” How many servants of our Lord Jesus Christ are there here, 

this evening? “Thou art My servant.” When God takes a poor sinner 

into His service, however difficult that sinner may be, however 

rebellious, and in need of much chastening, discipline and teaching, 

God never casts him out of His service. “I have chosen thee, and not 

cast thee away.” 

 
“Rebellious thou hast been, 

      And art rebellious still; 

         But since in love I took thee in, 

      My promise I’ll fulfil.” 

H. Fowler 

 

Blessed be His holy name for such forbearing, longsuffering love! 

“Thou art My servant.” 

 

 The second thing our text has to say is; “I have chosen thee.” That 

is a wonderful word, isn’t it? “I have chosen thee.” The choice that God 

has of his people is a loving choice. It is not – and I say this most 

reverently – it is not a random choice. Yet they are not chosen for any 

good in themselves; there is no good in themselves. There is nothing 

good in us by nature. The choice God makes is not for that reason. It is 

made out of everlasting love. That is why, when you read in the Holy 

Word of God this word: “Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth 

sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His.” It is the 

knowledge of love; it is a loving knowledge. “I am the Good Shepherd, 

and know My sheep, and am known of Mine.” They love Him in 

return. It is not a cold knowledge. It is not a technical knowledge. God 

forbid you should think that! It is a loving knowledge God has of His 

dear people. “For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to 

be conformed to the image of His Son.” It is a loving foreknowledge 

and how is that? It is in Christ. They are chosen in Christ. The Lord 

Jesus Christ made, what is to us, a most astounding statement: “That 
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the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in them, and I in 

them.” You think of that. Who can measure the love of God the Father 

to His dear Son, and to the Spirit? Who can put a dimension to it, a 

bound to it? None can. It is everlasting love. It is from everlasting, it is 

to everlasting. Then to think that those found in Christ; those chosen in 

Christ, are loved with the same love. Just as soon will God cease to 

love His Son than He will cease to love those in Christ. That is how 

strong the love is, the bond is. Oh, the wonder of it! That is why the 

Lord says to Jeremiah: “Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting 

love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.” When Jeremiah 

was drawn by that love, he became a servant of God. It drew him into 

God’s ways. It drew him under the teaching of God. It drew him into 

the footsteps of the flock. It was the fruit of everlasting love. “I have 

chosen thee.” 

 

 You say, ‘How do I know if I am chosen?’ Well, dear friends, put it 

like this: 

 
“Chosen of Thee ere time began, 

  I choose Thee in return.” 

A. M. Toplady 

 

In the Old Testament we have a wonderful illustration of this. We have 

the illustration of a servant who had served his master, and the year of 

jubilee came when he had the right to be released. He could legally go 

his own way, but he so loved his master that he wanted to stay with 

him. In other words, the master had chosen him first, as his servant, 

now the servant chooses his master in return. To show that love, an awl 

was taken and pierced through his ear, so there was a mark left. It was 

an outward mark of the love that this servant had for his master. So it 

is, dear friends, with the mark of God’s dear people. Those who are 

chosen in Christ, by His grace, choose Him in return: that was the 

difference between Orpah and Ruth. Orpah chose rather to go back with 

her old companions, and her parents, who were idolaters. Ruth clave to 

Naomi - the difference was grace. It was the same with Moses, who 

chose “rather to suffer affliction with the people of God.” He “refused 



 8 

to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.” Why? Grace did it. Oh, 

friends, this great word! “I have chosen thee.” It brings a choosing. As 

one of our hymns puts it: 

 
“Could I joy His saints to meet, 

  Choose the ways I once abhorred, 

       Find at times the promise sweet, 

       If I did not love the Lord? 

 J. Newton 

 

Be honest, some of you dear friends: there was a time when you didn’t 

choose God’s ways. His house, His people, His Word, His gospel, His 

servants – you had no time for them, but now there is a difference. 

There is an appetite for the Word, a love for God’s House and for His 

people, for the Truth, and for His servants, too, who preach the Word. 

You can see how a difference has been wrought. “Choose the ways I 

once abhorred.” Would you have done that, if you did not love the 

Lord? This is a mark of being among those chosen ones: “I have chosen 

thee.”  

 

 Again, we go into Isaiah’s prophecy, and we find where God’s 

people are chosen. “I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.” 

What a strange place to choose God’s people! Chosen “in the furnace 

of affliction.” Much could be said about that little verse, but I will make 

only one comment about it. It is, generally speaking, in the furnace of 

affliction that God’s people are most clearly persuaded that they are 

chosen of Him. Their choicest blessings, their clearest manifestations, 

their sweetest revelations, generally speaking, come out of the furnace 

of affliction. They do. Some of you can testify to that this evening hour, 

can you not? Those rich blessings, those rich promises you rest on, 

those sweet visits you remember. When you were severely tried, when 

you were in great need, when you were in affliction literally perhaps, or 

sorely tempted, the Lord appeared. He came where you were; just 

where you were and you proved you were among those whom He had 

not forgotten, not forsaken, not cast away. “I have chosen thee.” It is a 

great mercy, dear friends, to be among that chosen people, though to 
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the flesh, the path of God’s people is not desirable.  

 
“The flesh dislikes the way, 

        But faith approves it well; 

            This only leads to endless day 

       All others lead to hell.” 

J. Newton 

 

“I have chosen thee.” 

 

 Again, we must say this, as I said about being God’s servant: once 

God calls one into His service, He will not dismiss them from it. So 

friends, when once He has chosen (in fact He made the choice from 

eternity past) He will never reverse that choice. It is something done. 

Done for ever!  

 
“If once the love of Christ we feel 

      Upon our hearts impressed, 

      The mark of that celestial seal 

      Can never be erased.” 

W. Hammond 

 

When the bridegroom puts the ring on the finger of his bride in the 

marriage service, he is saying, ‘I have chosen thee.’ That is what he is 

saying to his wife, to his new bride and that is what the Lord Jesus 

Christ says to His dear people when He puts a ring of promise on their 

finger of faith. It is Him saying, “I have chosen thee.” And though they 

may come into times of darkness and feeling at a distance, yet, if by 

faith they look on that ring that was given them, they can say, ‘My 

Beloved gave me that. He gave it for love’s sake.’  

 
“Though I, a feeble mortal, change, 

       His love is still the same.” 

T. Greene 

 

We go back to our morning text: “For I am the LORD, I change not; 

therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.” “I have chosen thee.” 
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What a wonderful mercy this is! 

 

 Again, in the Book of the Revelation we read that God’s people 

“are called, and chosen, and faithful.” You may wonder at the order of 

that particular quote from God’s Word. Shouldn’t it be ‘chosen, called 

and faithful’? No. The Holy Ghost has made no mistake. Why has He 

put it in that order – “called, and chosen, and faithful”? I will tell you 

why. In that context He is putting this point: we make our election sure 

by proving our calling. Peter says: “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give 

diligence to make your calling and election sure.” If tonight, before 

almighty God, you can prove your calling and can honestly point to that 

great change I have been speaking of, then you may come into the 

second word: “chosen.” “Called, and chosen.” 

 

What about the last word: “faithful”? That is a wonderful word, 

isn’t it? You say, ‘I feel anything but faithful. I am a poor, fickle, feeble 

worm. I am like a reed tossed with the wind. I don’t feel very faithful.’ 

Your faithfulness is not in yourself, is it? It is in Him. But the point is 

this. The Lord will not let that work fail which He has begun. It will 

endure to the end. That is what the next verse says. “Fear thou not; for I 

am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; 

yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My 

righteousness.” There is the secret of the faithfulness of God’s dear 

people. “Called, and chosen, and faithful.” “Thou art My servant, I 

have chosen thee.” Just as it would be very wrong for the bride to cast 

away her wedding ring, and not want it to be seen, (something would 

be seriously wrong, wouldn’t it?) so, dear friend, a child of God should 

not put away the wedding ring, as it were, that Christ has given Him; 

not be ashamed of it. The psalmist says: “Let me not be ashamed of my 

hope.”  

 
“Ashamed of Jesus! that dear Friend, 

 On whom my hopes of heaven depend! 

      No; when I blush, be this my shame, 

      That I no more revere His name.” 

J. Grigg 
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“Thou art My servant, I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away.” 

The last point of our text this evening is very emphatic. “Not cast thee 

away.” ‘Not abandoned thee; not forsaken thee.’ No! God never 

forsakes His people. He never abandons them. True, He sometimes 

withdraws the comfort of His presence. Sometimes He hides His dear 

face. Sometimes you wonder whether He will ever smile and shine 

again. He says: “I have not…cast thee away.” As I pondered this in 

meditation, my mind went to perhaps an unusual part of God’s Word in 

context: that is the Church at Laodicea. The Church at Laodicea was a 

Church notorious (sadly) for its lukewarm state. So much so, that the 

Lord said concerning it, as a Church, He was ready to spew it out of 

His mouth: that is, to be cast away. There would be no more a Church. 

The reason for that was that the vast majority of its members, it would 

seem, were satisfied with something other than Christ. They said they 

were “rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing.” There 

was no aching in their heart. There was no mourning over sin. There 

was no longing for Christ to appear. He was outside of the door of that 

Church, and they did not want Him inside. It would have been too 

uncomfortable for them for Him to be inside. Their lives would have 

had to be different, and they did not want that. They liked the cosy 

religion they had manufactured for themselves. They had settled down 

in it. They did not want it disturbed at all. They wanted to just carry on 

with their lives in a semi-religious way, and thought all would be right 

at the end. But the Lord said: “I will spue thee out of My mouth.” 

 

But then the Lord speaks: “Behold, I stand at the door,” (of that 

Church) “and knock: if any man hear My voice, and open the door, I 

will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me.” Then, 

what else did He say? Listen. It is a wonder that He said this to the 

Church of Laodicea, who seemed almost ready to be spewed out of His 

mouth. There must have been one or two godly members there. Listen. 

“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and 

repent.” In other words, there were one or two there that He loved, who 

had, deep, deep down in their heart, (though perhaps almost smothered 

by formality and dead tradition, and routine of religion that was so 
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comforting to the flesh) a spark of divine life. The Lord was determined 

to bring it to life. How would He bring it to life? Listen: “As many as I 

love,” – those I have been speaking of this evening, those “chosen”; 

God’s servants – “I rebuke” – that is a mark of love – “and chasten.” 

You younger ones might not think that. When your parents tell you off 

and reprimand you, you might think they are being awkward and 

difficult. If they do it in a right spirit, they are doing it for love’s sake. 

They love you. They love you so much they do not want to see you 

stray into wrong paths. That is why they reprimand, that is why they 

rebuke. It is their duty to do so. How much more our heavenly Father 

will not forbear to rebuke His people when they need it! Reproofs and 

rebukes are in the “way of life.” They are a part of the love that God 

has to His people. They are one of the proofs of it. It is one of the 

proofs that God has not cast you away, if you feel, from time to time, 

some reproofs and rebukes in your spirit, some sacred restraint upon 

your sin, some awakening of your conscience to confess your 

shortcomings, some fleeing to the cross as the only hope for a guilty, 

vile and wretched sinner that you feel to be. It is a mercy if you have 

not been cast away; not been left to your sins, not been left to drift on in 

the tide of formal religion and perish at last. 

 

Our dear late friend, Mrs Helen Falkner told me that the first Word 

of life in her heart was a word of rebuke. She went out of the House of 

God with, as it were a two-edged sword. On the one hand, she felt 

solemnly rebuked by the Word: on the other hand, there was a gracious 

reasoning of the Spirit, that she must be a child of God for the Lord to 

take the trouble (and she put that reverently) to rebuke her. She was 

right: “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten.” They are the same 

“many” that you read of in other parts of the Word of God. “For as 

many as are led by the Spirit of God.” They are the same “many.” 

Again, they are the same “many” as we have in John 17: “That He 

should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast given Him.” There is 

the love in the giving of the Church to Christ. Again, we have it in 

other parts. “As many as were ordained to eternal life believed.” It is 

the same “many”. It is the same “many” – chosen the servants of God. 

“I have not cast thee away.  
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Now, dear friends, what other proofs have you got that He has “not 

cast thee away”? Here is a proof: see if you can come in here. I have 

given you one proof, chastening, here is another: 

 
“That Christ is God I can avouch, 

      And for His people cares, 

      Since I have prayed to Him as such, 

      And He has heard my prayers.” 

 J. Hart 

 

Good William Tiptaft said, on one occasion (godly man that he was) 

‘Don’t despise that man’s religion that gets answers to his prayers.’ 

Don’t you despise that man’s religion, either. Friends, it is a wonderful 

thing to walk in Psalm 34: “This poor man cried, and the LORD heard 

him, and saved him out of all his troubles.” “Not cast thee away.” He 

has not banished you from the Throne of Grace. He has not shut the 

door of mercy against your cries. What a mercy that your poor cries 

should be heard; that your tears should be noticed! “I have not cast thee 

away.” 

 

 Again, “Not cast thee away” in this sense: that promise He gave 

you, perhaps years ago, do you still prove it? Can you still plead it, and 

find it still true? Jacob had that promise given at Bethel: “Behold, I am 

with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will 

bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have 

done that which I have spoken to thee of.” When he came to his death 

bed, we read these words, Paul describes it in Hebrews 11: “By faith 

Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and 

worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff.” What was his staff? You 

might say, ‘It was a stick he was leaning on for support.’ It was more 

than that. It was that promise God had given him. All those years later 

it was still there to support his faith, still there as the foundation of his 

hope.  
“On the word Thy blood has sealèd 

      Hangs my everlasting all.” 

D. Turner 
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Dear friends, He has not cast you away if you have a precious 

promise given by Him, locked up in your heart that you can still plead 

and, from time to time, prove. Oh, you are a favoured soul! “Not cast 

thee away.” You may be cast out by others, you may be denied by 

others, but what does the prophet say about that? He must have known 

something about it. “Look down from heaven, and behold from the 

habitation of Thy holiness and of Thy glory: where is Thy zeal and Thy 

strength, the sounding of Thy bowels and of Thy mercies toward me? 

Are they restrained?” Now listen. “Doubtless Thou art our Father, 

though Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not: 

Thou, O LORD, art our Father, our Redeemer; Thy name is from 

everlasting.” Sometimes God’s people have to walk in paths of 

loneliness. God ordains it. “I will allure her, and bring her into the 

wilderness,” (that is not a pleasant place) “and speak comfortably unto 

her.” When no human arm is there, all human help fails. When no 

creature can help, then, then the Lord speaks to His dear people. They 

know it is His voice, and they prove: “I have not cast thee away.” I 

think of Ruth when she ventured into the field of Boaz. She went 

tremblingly. Would she find a welcome? We find Boaz gave her a 

welcome. He commanded the reapers not to touch her, but to let her 

glean among the sheaves, and when she went that memorable night and 

asked him to cast his skirt over her (which really was asking him to 

marry her in the tradition of Levitical law) what did he say? Did he cast 

her away? No. He said: “Blessed be thou of the LORD, my daughter: for 

thou hast shewed more kindness in the latter end than at the beginning, 

inasmuch as thou followedst not young men, whether poor or rich. And 

now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou requirest.”  

He didn’t cast her away, did he? No. “Not cast thee away.” 

 

But then there is another side to it, isn’t there? I sometimes think 

we should pay more attention to this side of it. For one thing is certain: 

God will not cast away His people. He will not abandon them. He will 

not forsake them. Shouldn’t our concern be more this: whether we 

forsake Him? You think about that side of it. God will not forsake His 

people. “It hath pleased the LORD to make you His people,” said 
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Samuel, when they had made Saul their king. God will not forsake His 

people. Though He was angry with them for their behaviour, He would 

not forsake them. But it pleased God to make them His people. The 

great point is: will we forsake Him? Will we abandon Him? Left to 

ourselves, what shipwreck we would make! But the hymn writer says: 

 
 

“He will never, never leave us; 

     Nor will let us quite leave Him.” 

J. Hart 

 

Mind you, it is surprising how far a child of God can get away 

sometimes; drift away. You go down to the sea, to a harbour, and see 

the tide coming in. Eventually, those little boats that were perhaps, on 

the sand or on the seabed when the tide was out, are lifted up. They 

begin to move and drift around a bit with the tide. You think, ‘Will they 

go out to sea? Will they lose their mooring?’ No. They go a little way 

then suddenly they come to a halt. They are anchored, you see. They 

are moored. Well, God’s people are like that. They do drift, sometimes. 

The tides of sins, the tides of temptation and the tides of this world are 

very strong, but there is an anchor. Sometimes God brings His people 

up with a start, with a halt and they know (I say it reverently) that tug 

within. It is the Lord pulling them back. It is the voice of their Beloved. 

“Return, return, O Shulamite.” That is what He is saying: “Return.” “I 

have not cast thee away.” 

 

What a mercy God doesn’t cast away His people! He did not cast 

away David when he fell, nor Peter when he got into Satan’s sieve, and 

nor will He cast away you, poor, trembling child of God. Listen to this: 

“All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh 

to Me I will in no wise” – not under any circumstances – “cast out.” 

Listen to this, it is in Isaiah’s prophecy: “Come now, and let us reason 

together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 

white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 

He will not cast them away. When that leper came to the Lord Jesus 

Christ, he was full of leprosy. Everyone else would have run away from 
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him. He was infectious. He had to cry, “Unclean, unclean.” ‘Come not 

near.’ But, what do we find? He said: “If Thou wilt, Thou canst make 

me clean.” “And He put forth His hand, and touched him, saying, I 

will: be thou clean.” He was not cast away. Nor was the dying thief cast 

away, though he had been railing at our Saviour a few moments before. 

But when repentance broke his heart, and the life of prayer began in his 

heart, he found he was received. “Thou art My servant; I have chosen 

thee, and not cast thee away.” 

 

 You say: ‘But it is the way ahead I fear. I would indeed walk in the 

ways the Lord has set before me; I would take up my cross and follow 

Him. But oh! I have got many fears.’ What does He say in the next 

verse? “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy 

God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee 

with the right hand of My righteousness.” You take the very last 

blessing in that text, upheld by that hand, it has got hold of you, poor, 

trembling one, and it will not let you go. No! “Thou art My servant; I 

have chosen thee, and not cast thee away.” Then, dear friends, may we 

be on the right side of this text, and be among those who, by grace, 

choose that better part which shall not be taken away from us, and not 

be ashamed to be seen to have chosen it, and say, “Where thou lodgest, 

I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God:…the 

LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me.” 

 

Amen. 

 

 


