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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 19
th
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Text:  “And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, 

Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 

My Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art 

Peter, and upon this Rock I will build My church; and the gates of hell 

shall not prevail against it.” Matthew 16, verses 17 & 18 

 
 There is a saying, and it is a true one; that if you want to defend a lion, 

you let it loose. You may say, ‘What has that to do with the subject you have 

announced this morning?’ Well, the way to defend the truth when error comes 

against it is, by God’s grace, to proclaim the truth. That is our weapon; that is 

the sword God puts into the hands of His people, especially His servants. No 

carnal weapons will do, no man-made obstacles put in the way to try and 

hinder the enemies will help, nor burning of Korans in the market place will 

do it. Friends, we are commissioned to preach the Word and the truth. 

 
Now, most of you will know what has been taking place in our land this 

week, when the Pope – who calls himself the Vicar of Christ, and pretends to 

be the ruler of this world in political, in spiritual and in other ways – has 

usurped his authority on the very shores of our island. Hundreds and 

thousands of people have turned out to greet him, to acclaim him; even to 

worship him. What are we to do, as a Protestant people, in the face of such a 

blatant display of error, heresy and abomination? Well, the ‘lion’ of the truth 

is to be set forth. I am not going to spend the whole of the morning sermon 

running down the Roman Catholic Church as some might like me to do. What 

I am going to do is set before you, with God’s help, the true meaning of the 

text before us, which has been so solemnly abused by that body, and show to 

you that the Church of which our text speaks is something very different to 

what men have been calling ‘the Church’ this week, and that the foundation is 

very different to what men have been proclaiming this week. Furthermore, 

that like Peter of old, unless we are led by the Spirit to see these things, we are 

as deceived by these idolatries. 

 
These things come very close. Towards the end of this chapter the Lord 

Jesus Christ asked a very important question: “What shall a man give in 
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exchange for his soul?” In one sense, that is the most important question in 
God’s holy Word, followed by the other question our Lord asks in another 

chapter, “What think ye of Christ?” Those two questions should engage our 

heart and mind daily, hourly. The point I want to make this morning is that, to 

be deceived in the matter of our soul is something, of the most terrible and 

awesome proportions, and to deceive others concerning their eternal standing 

is equally solemn. So, I as your pastor, and you as the hearers this morning, 

have a very solemn duty before God to be seeking His face that we may know 

the truth.  May the truth make us free. 

 
These are solemn days; we are living in solemn times. The very 

foundations of our Protestant heritage are being shaken, denied and being put 

down as a thing of nought. The Reformation is being called a mistake and 

something that should never have happened. Well, dear friends, let me tell 

you just one thing about the Reformation; something that is never mentioned 

in the media. The man, Sir Thomas Moore, who has been so-called 

‘canonised’ as a saint in the Roman Catholic Church (something, of course, 

that is completely false) was the man who engineered the death, the 

martyrdom, of William Tyndale, without whose blessed efforts, under God’s 

hand, we would not have the very Bible before us that we have this morning. 

Such is the nature of the ‘church’ that has been so much proclaimed this 

week. It hates the truth, when it comes down to it. All it is concerned about is 

maintaining its own power and its own political system and woe betide any 

that get in its way! Tyndale was one, but God honoured him, and friends, 

bless God for this fact: though they burnt the martyr and also had a bonfire of 

his Bibles at the same time, the Word of God prevailed, and let us not forget 

the cost. It (and the liberty to read it) came to this nation at great cost. Now 

there are those who would snatch it from us, for one reason or another. 

 Enough then, of a secular nature, let us come down to the text before 

us, which is most precious and most sweet. Here we have the true Church 

spoken of; the true foundation and the true knowledge that will save the soul. 

First of all, we are to speak about Simon Peter’s confession: how he got it, 

and what it means. What was Simon Peter’s confession of faith? Now, you 

know that there are Articles of Faith, and most denominations have them. We 

have them. But friends, this was Peter’s article of faith; all summed up in one 

glorious embrace: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

Remember, he said that at a time when those who confessed it were 

considered to be heretics; to be those who had departed from the line of the 

Pharisees and the Sadducees. They were bringing themselves under reproach 
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by the confession of His name. So by identifying himself with a precious 
Jesus in this way, Peter was indeed putting his whole life, as it were, on the 

line, for Christ’s sake. 

 
Thankfully, at the moment, in our land this is not the case. But I can see a 

day coming before too long when, unless God intervenes, to proclaim this as 

the truth, and proclaim it openly and confess it, could be at great cost. For 

when Peter said: “Thou art the Christ,” he excluded all other false christs, all 

other false religions and all other false deities. He left no room for any other 

but Christ as the Son of God, who is “King of kings and Lord of lords.” “Thou 

art the Christ.” Of whom was he saying it? Of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of 

Mary; wonderfully born, yes, preciously born. The supposed son of Joseph, 

and we know why we used that word ‘supposed.’ Peter looked on the Lord 

Jesus Christ and he saw Him not only as the Man, but he saw in Him the 

Godhead, and who showed it him? Who revealed it to Him? We read, very 

clearly, “My Father which is in heaven.” How does the Father, who is in 

heaven, who sent the dear Son into this earth in the Person of Jesus of 

Nazareth; how does He reveal this glorious, vital, essential truth to the heart 

of sinners? By the Holy Ghost: Peter speaks, in his epistle, of preaching “with 

the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven.” The mark of the Holy Ghost in a 

sinner’s heart has a twofold effect. First of all, it makes that sinner feel what 

he is in God’s sight: a sinner – vile, undone, lost, wretched, ruined and in 

danger of eternal perdition. Yes: 

 

“And if my soul were sent to hell, 

  Thy righteous law approves it well.” 

I. Watts 

 
That truth is driven into the heart like a nail. It is engraved there; etched there 

by the Spirit; burnt there by experience. Secondly, the same blessed Spirit that 

empties that soul of all self righteousness, strips him of all false confidence, 

and empties him of any hope in himself, is the same Spirit that, in due time, 

reveals the answer to the poverty, the need and the guilt of the sinner. That 

answer is in Christ Jesus, who Peter confesses. “Thou art the Christ, the Son 

of the living God.” 

 

Now, dear friends, I ask you this morning and do examine your heart; I 

would expect everyone here to confess this as the truth. Of this I think we may 

be sure (I hope so, at least), but you must go further than this, I want you to 
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examine your heart and see how you came by this truth. Was it just because 
you have heard me say it from the pulpit? Or because mother and father have 

taught it you from your earliest days? They should, that is their duty: God has 

commanded it. But, oh, dear friends, ‘further than this you yet must go.’ How 

did Peter learn it? By the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, and that is how 

you and I must learn it. For, as one good man said, ‘all real religion is 

revelation.’ So it is. The Lord said: “Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 

thee.” That word ‘revelation’ means ‘an uncovering.’ It is like drawing aside a 

curtain, a veil that had hidden it: “Revealed it unto thee.” If you want that 

confirmed in the Word of God, you only have to go into Isaiah 53 verse 1. 

You find the prophet there, under divine inspiration, saying: “Who hath 

believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?” Notice 

that believing is the fruit of revelation! I am not speaking of visions and 

dreams; I am speaking of the Holy Ghost opening your eyes to see the truth in 

the light of the gospel, and so writing it in your heart that it cannot be 

removed. We will come to that in a moment when we speak of the foundation 

of the Church. But I want you to go away from this house of prayer this 

morning with this firmly in your heart: real religion is a revealed one, and the 

Revealer is God the Holy Ghost.  

 

          “Spirit of truth, come down, 

       Reveal the things of God; 

           O make to us salvation known, 

        And witness with the blood.” 

C. Wesley 

 
Peter’s religion was a revealed one. Flesh and blood had not revealed it to 

him, it was not learned by his natural mind, he had not been to some academy 

or some university, and he had not taken a course in theology. He had learnt 

of Christ by the Holy Ghost opening his eyes and writing it in his heart, and 

that is the only way, savingly, to learn of Him.  

 

 The second thing we must ask is: what is the Church? What does our 

Lord mean when He speaks of the Church? The Church of the living God is 

none other than the vast number given by God the Father to the Son in the 

covenant of grace, ere time began. They will, in time, be manifest as God’s 

people by the new birth, by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, by repenting from 

sin and by following “the Lamb whithersoever He goeth.” They are the 

Church of Christ. They are called sheep and lambs, they are called stones, 
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they are called branches, they are called brethren; they are called sisters: there 

are many different names. They are called the mystical body of Christ, they 

are called the bride. But it is all one and the same. It is Christ’s Church. It is 

that people spoken of in Isaiah: “This people have I formed” (not formed by a 

man-made system) “This people have I formed for Myself; they shall shew 

forth My praise.” The great test of being in the mystical body of Christ is 

union with the Head: Christ. It is being a branch in the living Vine; the sap of 

the Holy Ghost coming up through a precious Christ into your heart and mine 

by living, vital union: that is being a member of Christ’s Church. Oh, do look 

for this great point! Have you union with Christ? Or are you just a branch tied 

on with string? I might get a branch and tie it on with string. For a little while 

it might look quite good, until, of course, it decays and dies and drops off. 

Many people are tied with a profession, to the Church of Christ. They are tied 

by this, that and the other. But friends, without union there is no real 

communion, and if there is no real communion, then we are not members of 

Christ’s mystical body; those who are in union are the living and true Church 

of Christ, and I would say this, the Church of Christ is not circumscribed by 

any denomination. Most certainly not! The apostate ‘Church of Christ,’ which 

apparently professes to be the only Church, says that, within its fold you are 

saved, and outside of it you are lost. Friends, that is not true at all. The only 

Church we need to be a member of, in the deepest sense, is the one true 

Church: a living member of Christ’s mystical body. Another important 

question for you this morning to take away and answer is: (William Gadsby 

asks it) 

 
“Have I union 

To the church’s living Head?” 

W. Gadsby 

 
In that Great Day it will not be, were you a Strict Baptist, or a Presbyterian, or 

an Episcopalian, or whatever other denomination there may be. This will be 

the question: have you union with Christ, the Church’s living Head? Have you 

this certificate? What is the certificate? The work of the Holy Ghost in the 

heart. Remember this; our text speaks of a foundation on which the Church is 

built. (We will come to that in a moment). It is built on His Word. It is built 

on a precious Christ. But remember, it is also laid in the heart. Listen to what 

the prophet says, and Peter: “Behold, I lay in Zion.” Where does he lay it 

Zion? You say, ‘Well, in the ministry.’ Yes, but He lays it in the hearts of the 

members of Zion: that is where the foundation is laid. “For other foundation 
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can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” Friends, these are 
fundamental truths; we cannot deny them and we must not compromise them 

for popularity or for a false peace. The only foundation that matters is the one 

laid in your heart, if it is laid there at all, by the Holy Ghost. Jesus only, and 

only Jesus. All the chaff, the dross and the tin that man may add to it is 

nothing in God’s sight. “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 

which is Jesus Christ.” I would ask you, then, this great point. Have you this 

Foundation laid in your heart by the blessed Spirit? 

 
The next question we must ask: What does this mean concerning Peter? 

Peter is spoken to, and here it is where the apostate Church of Rome has 

stumbled and fallen in a very solemn and dreadful way. They, as you know, 

have assumed this word refers to Peter being the foundation; the rock, and the 

Church of Christ built on him. They have built up a superstructure, which 

begins, apparently, with Peter the first Pope. They can, apparently, trace all 

the descendants through to the present Pope, who is the direct (so they say) 

successor of Peter, and who has the same apostolic powers and the same 

authority in the Church as Peter had. This is called ‘the Primacy of Peter.’ 

You can go to a place in Israel where the Catholics have erected a shrine. 

‘Peter’s Primacy’, they call it, where Peter was said to be appointed as the 

head of the Church of Christ. Friends, in no way was he appointed the head of 

the Church of Christ. There is only one Head of the Church: Christ. 

Remember that, and what did Peter himself say in Acts 4 when he was 

proclaiming the gospel on the day of Pentecost? “There is none other name 

under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” Which name 

was he speaking about, his own name? God forbid you should think that. 

Peter would say the same if he were here in this pulpit this morning. He would 

be appalled and astonished, and solemnly embarrassed to think that people 

had so taken his name, as if somehow he was a saviour of the Church in some 

measure. Friends, he would be ashamed to even mention such a thing. He 

would say: ‘No. There is no other name. It is the name of Jesus. There is no 

other blood, but the blood of Jesus. There is no other sacrifice, but the 

sacrifice of Jesus.’ That is salvation. There is none other, nor is there in any 

other. Oh, do remember these things! It is so important. For the false system 

which has been so much lauded this week has appointed a sacrifice other than 

Calvary. They say the bread and the wine in the communion service literally 

becomes the body and blood of Christ, so the priest apparently re-enacts the 

Crucifixion every time in what they call ‘the Mass’. This is blasphemous! The 

dear Saviour was offered once. 
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“Once He died our souls to save.” 

C. Wesley 

 
Bless God for that. It does not need to be repeated, and certainly not by sinful 

man, with sinful hands, supposedly changing bread and wine into the body 

and blood of Christ. That could never be. 

 
 Again, we do not need any other mediator, but Christ. We do not need a 

Pope, we do not need the mother of our Lord, Mary, or Cardinal Newman or 

any body else who they may say can hear and answer prayer. God forbid we 

should think that! What did you sing just now in your hymn? 

 

      “Jesus, the Truth, the Way, 

        The sure, unerring Light.” 
C. Wesley 

 
What did He say about it? “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no man 

cometh unto the Father, but by Me.” Any one that should teach any other way, 

as Paul says: “If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have 

received, let him be” and he uses very strong language, the Holy Ghost 

constrains him so to do: “let him be accursed.” 

 

 That is a very solemn thing. If I went out on the streets of Birmingham 

this morning and said that out loud, I would probably be put in prison for a 

hate-crime. But, I tell you this: the Word of God says it: “But though we, or 

an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we 

have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” That is a very solemn thing for 

a minister to have to say. I should examine my heart too. What gospel am I 

preaching to you, dear friends, this morning? Is it the same gospel that Peter 

preached? If it is not, then I come under the same condemnation. These are 

very fundamental truths, and our salvation depends on it. 

 
 So, what does it say of Peter, then? Well, the confusion arises (and the 

Roman Catholic Church has permitted it to be so) in the meaning of the word 

‘Peter’. Now, the meaning of the word ‘Peter’ is undoubtedly ‘rock’. There is 

no doubt about that. But, if you look (and I am no Greek Scholar, but I did 

check this out yesterday through those who would understand these things) 

the word ‘Peter’ means ‘a small rock; a small stone’. When the Lord used the 
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word ‘rock’, He used a different word in the original Greek. A substantial 
rock; an immoveable rock. “Upon this Rock.” So what ‘Rock’ was our Lord 

speaking about? Not Peter. Before this chapter is finished, the Lord turns to 

Peter and says: “Get thee behind Me, Satan.” Little did Peter realise he was 

being Satan’s instrument at that moment, and was far from being a foundation 

for Christ’s Church. No, left to himself, Peter was a fallible man. Peter erred. 

Even in the New Testament we find James had to withstand him face to face 

because he had erred on a point of doctrine. Peter, left to himself, was no 

better than you or I, and Peter would be appalled to think that people had set 

him up as the foundation of the Church. Christ is the Foundation. “This 

Rock.” 

 
I want to say, at this point, five things about “this Rock”, which is Christ 

Jesus. It is the confession that Peter made concerning it: “Thou art the Christ, 

the Son of the living God” which is the foundation of the Church. Five things 

I want to say about it, but just a word first about the Rock. The Rock, Christ 

Jesus, is the “holy, harmless, undefiled” Son of God who has assumed a 

human nature like our own; body and soul in one glorious, undivided Person. 

With two natures, yes, but one glorious Person and there is our foundation: 

the God-man, Christ Jesus and, not just in the letter of it. I come again to the 

point: if we are to be saved, this must be shown to us, revealed to us, applied 

to us. It must be written in our hearts by the Holy Ghost. So we come to the 

possession: not just a profession. Peter had that. This is the foundation on 

which the Church of Christ is built. 

 
Five things, then, which are significant, the first one is its importance. 

This is the only way of salvation. The common philosophy is; there is more 

than one way to God, and men can find their own way to God. So, it is said 

that you may go to God through Islam, if you feel inclined, or Buddhism, or 

Sikhism, or you can take the route the Roman Catholic Church offers, or any 

other route. Man is free, they say, to do as he will and to find his own way 

through life. They would say that God, at the end (if there be a God; and they 

often deny whether there might be at the end anyway), will accept man for 

what he is, and that will be it. A more delusive, deceitful truth you could not 

find in that philosophy! Friends, “Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, 

which leadeth unto life.” The Lord Jesus added a sentence to that: “and few 

there be that find it.” Let me tell you this: the few that find it are those who 

are found by the blessed Spirit; brought to it and brought through it, otherwise 

they never would have found it. Remember that. 
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           “Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

     Wandering from the fold of God; 

     He, to save my soul from danger, 

     Interposed His precious blood. 

 

     O to grace how great a debtor 

     Daily I’m constrained to be! 

     Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter, 

     Bind my wandering heart to Thee. 

     Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 

     Prone to leave the God I love; 

     Here’s my heart, Lord, take and seal it; 
     Seal it from Thy courts above!” 

Lady Huntingdon 

 

‘Take my heart, Lord; deal with it, Lord. I cannot even give it to Thee. Take 

it, Lord; manage it.’ That is real religion. God forbid we should be destitute of 

it. 

 
 The point I want to make this morning is the importance of this. It’s so 

important that your very soul’s eternal destiny hangs on it. Can you honestly 

say, as could the hymnwriter, Mr Mote:  

 
“On Christ the solid Rock I stand, 

 All other ground is sinking sand.” 

E. Mote 

 
Family religion will not do, head knowledge will not do, your own works will 

not do, your reputation with other believers will not do, your education will 

not do. All those things, friends, will not do. There is only one Foundation: 

Christ putting your feet, by His Spirit, on the Rock. Notice what I said: Christ 

putting you on the Rock, by His blessed Spirit. That is real religion. 

 

Now, how many of us here this morning can trace out how God the Father 

has kindly sent His Holy Spirit to put our feet upon the Rock, Christ Jesus? I 

wonder! May God give you that grace to examine your heart and find it to be 

so. The importance is so immeasurable. If we are wrong on this point, we are 

wrong on everything. Ignorance got right to the Celestial City gates; he was so 



 10 

sure he would have admittance. He had spoken with pilgrims on the way, he 
conversed about the truth, he had debated it, argued it. But when he was asked 

for his certificate, he fumbled in his bosom. He had no certificate. He had 

never had revelation, he had never had application. His feet had never been 

placed on that Rock: the name of Christ, the blood of Christ, the righteousness 

of Christ, the love of Christ. They had never been placed there. Oh, may you 

and I not be like Ignorance; to get so far, and yet be so solemnly lost at the 

end! It is a solemn thing to have to say, but you can go from a pew in Old 

Baptist Chapel into eternal misery, and I will say it to myself: you can go 

from a pulpit into eternal misery. You think of Balaam and Judas. This is a 

solemn matter to consider. The important thing is: “That I may know Him.” 

Not the pope, not Cardinal Newman or anyone else: “Him.” Who is the ‘Him’ 

I am speaking of? “Emmanuel,…God with us.” A precious Christ. “That I 

may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His 

sufferings, being made conformable unto His death.” That is real religion. It is 

a costly one to our flesh. It will put you in the fires. You will know many 

things from the gates of hell coming against it, but they will not prevail. 

“Whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any 

thing taken from it.”  

 
 I move on quickly. The second thing about this Foundation is that it is 

immoveable. Yes, we may have been, some of us have been, moved in our 

spirits by the scenes we have seen in the newspapers and have heard about; 

these great crowds following this false prophet. We are moved. Our hearts are 

saddened by it. But then we come back to this one blessed truth: the 

immoveable Foundation of Christ. It cannot move. 

 
     “On the Rock of Ages founded, 

      What can shake thy sure repose? 

With salvation’s walls surrounded, 

Thou may’st smile at all thy foes.” 

J. Newton 

 
It is an immoveable Foundation, and, if Christ has ever been revealed to your 

heart, dear friend, there is something immoveable there. It has been fixed like 

“a nail in a sure place”. The devil cannot tear it out and the world cannot tear 

it out. Even your sinful heart cannot tear it out. Bless God for that. 

Immoveable.  
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 Thirdly, it is immutable. What do I mean by that? It is a long word. You 

young ones might say: ‘Whatever does the pastor mean?’ It means it is 

unchangeable. Some things can break. They do change. Not this Rock. Not 

this Foundation. Now, the false claim of the Catholic Church is that it never 

changes. Well, friends, they have changed completely from what the original 

Church at Rome was founded on. There is not a resemblance at all between 

the two. There has been a solemn change for the worse. The only thing that 

never really changes is this foundation: “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and 

to day, and for ever.” The same in our nights and in our days, the same in our 

temptations, the same in our sorrows, the same in our guilt. He is the same in 

our joys, too. Just the same. “This same Jesus.” Oh, we want no other! 

Friends, if you have seen Him by faith, do you want any other? You will not 

need any saints to be praying to. Christ will be your all and your in all. You 

will not want or need more than Him. No.  

 

    “More than Thyself I cannot crave, 

          And Thou canst give no more.” 

A. M. Toplady 

 
No. Oh, the immutable foundation of Christ!  

 

 Then, dear friends, something we should never forget: it is immaculate. I 

do not apologise for using that word, because again, it is a word that is falsely 

used by this apostate Church we have to mention this morning, concerning 

the mother of our Lord; that she was somehow sinless, pure and free from 

original sin. Nowhere does the Word of God teach that. She needed a Saviour 

as much as you and I do this Sabbath morning. But, when we come to Christ, 

we are speaking of One who is immaculate. Pure, holy, undefiled, separate 

from sinners; there never was a man like the Man, Christ Jesus. There never 

was a person like this dear, holy Person, Christ. Friends, it made my heart 

tremble to hear them calling the Pope on our streets this week ‘the holy 

father.’ God forbid a man should take that title on their lips! “Call no man 

your father” – that is forbidden for a start. ‘The holy father’? There is only 

one holy Father; that is God the Father, and only one holy Son: God the Son. 

This dear Person we are speaking of this morning, the Man Christ Jesus, who 

is Emmanuel, holy, harmless, undefiled: my salvation depends on Him. This 

righteous, obedient servant of His dear Father, who stood in the sinners’ 

place and rendered His own blood and righteousness on their behalf: that is 

my hope, and I hope it is yours as well, this morning. We do not want any 
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substitute for that. If some of those who have been following this man had 

seen Christ, as some of us hope we have seen Him; they would not want 

anything else. They would not. Oh, the immaculate nature of the dear 

Saviour! We thank God for it. 

 

 Then the final thing about this Foundation: it is immortal. Yes, it is 

immortal. In other words, it’s not just a Foundation for time. You need Him 

in time; oh, how we need Him, especially in these perilous times in which we 

are living! But friends, you will need Him in death, and you will need Him in 

eternity to come. Oh, you will! This blessed Foundation; the Foundation of 

the Church of which the apostles and prophets have all declared, from the 

beginning of time, right through the ages of the Word of God, and now it is 

the gospel to be preached: this immortal Saviour. One said: 

 
“If my immortal Saviour lives, 

       Then my immortal life is sure.” 

A. Steele 

 

“Because I live, ye shall live also.” Can you want any more than that, child of 

God? It is enough to take you safe home to heaven, it really is. This is the 

foundation. Do you want any other? Do we need any other? “Thou art Peter, 

and upon this Rock I will build My church.” 

 
 I will just briefly say this, and then we must hasten on. If Peter had any 

thought that he was the foundation, would he have written in 1 Peter 2 these 

words: “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy 

priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

Wherefore also it is contained in the Scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a Chief 

Corner Stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on Him shall not be 

confounded.”? Who is he speaking of? Not himself. “Unto you therefore 

which believe He is precious.” Ah, that is what Peter was looking to. He 

preached the gospel that I am trying, in my poor way, to preach to you this 

morning. ‘Christ is made the sure Foundation,’ says Peter, ‘He is the Living 

Stone.’ Peter was a lively stone, built on Him: lively? Why? Because there 

was union between him and the Foundation on which he was built. The life in 

Peter’s heart came from the Stone on which he was built; union.  

 
 “Thou art Peter, and upon this Rock I will build My church; and the gates 

of hell shall not prevail against it.” What does this mean? First of all, it is a 
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most solemn warning. The gates of hell will seek to prevail. That is what has 

been happening on our streets this week. These are the gates of hell. This is 

the devil coming as an angel of light, and that is just as dangerous, if not 

more dangerous than a raging lion going around. Yes. But these gates of hell 

will not prevail against the Church. There are many things that come out of 

the gates of hell: our sins, temptation, and this wretched world in its bad anti-

Christian spirit: all the many other devices Satan has, such as false gospels, 

false prophets and false Christs. All those things come from the gates of hell 

and all the ungodly nature of atheism and agnosticism: all those things have 

come against the Church of Christ ever since its beginning. Even in the first 

family on earth it began, when Cain slew Abel. But though he slew Abel, he 

did not slay Abel’s God and nor could he slay the Church of the living God: 

friends, that cannot die. It cannot die. No. “The gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it.”  

 
 Now, I want to say three things as we come towards the end of our 

discourse this morning. The first is this. The verse that follows our text has, 

again, very often been misunderstood. What are these “keys of the kingdom 

of heaven”, and, what does it mean when it says: “Whatsoever thou shalt 

bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on 

earth shall be loosed in heaven.”? It is very instructive to notice that in 

chapter 18, verse 18, the Lord uses exactly the same words; not speaking to 

Peter only, but speaking to the Church of Christ in general, particularly the 

apostles in that New Testament Church. Verse 18: “Verily I say unto you, 

Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever 

ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” In other words, it did not 

just apply to Peter, whatever it may mean. It was not only Peter who had this 

authority given to him. What does it mean? Well, there are three things, I 

think, we may say it means. First of all, it is undoubtedly true (and the Word 

of God confirms this) that in the New Testament Church it was Peter who 

was ordained of God to be the first proclaimer of the gospel. He was the one 

who stood up on the day of Pentecost and preached that remarkable sermon 

with such remarkable effect as the Holy Ghost blessed the Word. In that 

sense, he was used of God to unlock, as it were, the kingdom of heaven at the 

beginning of the gospel age. That was to the Jews. A little later, in the Acts of 

the Apostles, it was Peter that was used of the Holy Ghost to preach to 

Cornelius (much against his better judgment, at first). But, in that sense and 

he had to confess it, the door of faith had been opened, and God had opened 

it for the Gentiles also. There is no doubt that Peter was greatly used. But 
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then there were others. Paul, John and James were mightily used in this 

matter. 

 
 Secondly: what does it mean? It means this, that those that are called to 

preach the gospel, not only the apostles in the first New Testament Church, 

but also those of us who have this solemn responsibility to declare the truth 

of God, “whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear”  are to 

proclaim the truth. We are, under the Holy Ghost’s power and teaching, 

ourselves to seek grace to open to you, in our poor ministry the Truth (and it 

is a poor ministry; I feel it). Nonetheless, we are to open the truth to your 

understanding, that you may, under the power of the Spirit, understand it and 

receive it. Paul says: “I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the 

increase.” That is the foundation of our ministry. The point I want to make is 

this: Peter could not forgive sins, Paul could not forgive sins, James could not 

forgive sins, John could not forgive sins, I cannot forgive your sins, nor can 

any mortal man. “Who can forgive sins but God only?” So, what does our 

text mean in this verse 19? It means they are to proclaim, under the power of 

the Spirit, who are the characters who have an interest in the gospel. They are 

to point sinners to Christ and show them the way of salvation. That is what it 

means, and if you want the confirmation of it, you read all the sermons that 

are recorded in the New Testament from Paul and Peter’s lips, and others. Do 

you ever read of one instance where they forgave any of the sins of their 

hearers? Not one. Neither Peter, nor Paul, nor any other took that word to 

mean what the false apostate Church takes it to mean. Friends, no man can 

forgive sins, “but God only.”  

 
 The third thing is, (and this is a solemn thought) the Church of Christ is to 

be submissive to the Word of God only. The authority in the Church is the 

Word of God. This is another thing that the false doctrine of the apostate 

Church has taken on; that that Church is the authority. Friend, that is a very 

deceitful thing. The Word of God is our authority. We have no other 

authority for our preaching or our religion, but the holy Word of God. Now, 

remember that. The disciples were to preach in such a way that, what God’s 

Word condemns, they were to condemn, and what God’s Word applauds and 

commends, they were to commend. In that sense they were to bind and to 

loose. The authority is the Word of God, and on that foundation we stand. 

Good Martin Luther said: “Here I stand. I can do no other.” I hope you stand 

there, too this Sabbath morning: on the same foundation that Peter was built 

on. He knew in his heart the preciousness of Christ, it having been revealed 
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to him by the Holy Ghost. It brought him through ever so many scenes: even 

Satan’s sieve could not rid him (blessed be God) of this precious revelation. 

He came out a much smaller Peter, but he still had this precious truth in his 

heart, and when he died the martyr’s death, as he did; even that could not 

take from him what had been given to him by the Holy Ghost. “The gifts and 

calling of God are without repentance.” That is, God will not change His 

mind. “Whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, 

nor any thing taken from it.” Then may God put our feet on this Rock, and 

keep them there until we see Him who is the Rock, face to face, and bless His 

holy name for all that He is as the Rock of our salvation. 

Amen. 

 


