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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Wednesday Evening, 26
th

 January, 2011 

 

Text:  “For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob 

are not consumed.” Malachi 3, verse 6. 
 

 The Old Testament Scriptures, prophecies and revelation, were 

drawing to their close when the Holy Ghost guided Malachi’s pen. For 

several thousand years since the world began, we read of it as spoken of 

by Paul in Hebrews 1: “God, who at sundry times and in divers 

manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets.” Here is 

the last of the prophets, ordained by God to proclaim God’s truth in Old 

Testament days, and they were difficult days. They were days of 

grievous backsliding and grievous departures. God’s ancient people 

were in a very low state, spiritually and numerically. It has been 

suggested by godly scholars that Malachi prophesied in the days of 

Nehemiah and Ezra, and that those very things that Nehemiah and Ezra 

sought to put right in the Church of their day, are the very things that 

Malachi was sent to prophesy about and against. Be that as it may, the 

point is that here is the closing scene of Old Testament truth, history 

and prophecy. 
 

But, after the last word of Malachi, there were four hundred years 

of silence – solemn silence. No more prophets sent, no more revelation 

given. It almost seemed as if God had withdrawn. Blessed be God, He 

hadn’t. But, the little remnant that did fear God’s name in those four 

hundred years (and God always has had a remnant) must have often 

said, like Asaph, during that time: “Will the Lord cast off for ever? and 

will He be favourable no more? Is His mercy clean gone for ever? doth 

His promise fail for evermore? Hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath 

He in anger shut up His tender mercies?” As century after century after 

century passed (four hundred years before the Son of Righteousness 

arose with healing in His wings; those long years of darkness) how 

many times they must have said: “O LORD, how long?” Is not this the 

cry in our own day? We await the second coming of the dear Saviour. 
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The Church of Christ, generally speaking, is as lean and poor, as 

oppressed, as afflicted – yes, and solemnly beset with the sins of the 

world, as in Malachi’s day. But there is yet a little remnant; rather like 

Lot in Sodom, of whom we read was “vexed with the filthy 

conversation of the wicked.” That little remnant, in our day, is vexed 

because of it. They sigh and cry for the abominations done in the land, 

and, like Malachi, and like the Church of Christ that succeeded 

Malachi, until Christ came, how they need the Lord to maintain a living 

people in a dark day! 
 

Now, we have here in our subject this evening how God maintains 

a living people in dark days. ““For I am the LORD, I change not; 

therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.” Yes, you may feel to be 

in a dark day in your soul at the moment. You may feel to be in a dark 

path in your circumstances; rather like Paul “when neither sun nor stars 

in many days appeared.” No fresh light on your path, no fresh visits 

from His face. And yet you see, in what we have before us this evening, 

behind all that darkness and disappointment and discouragement and 

those impenetrable clouds, the Lord reigns. The Lord’s eye is upon His 

people in these lean times as much as in the prosperous times. He feels 

for the little remnant just as much as He did when, as recorded in the 

Acts of the Apostles, we find the three thousand added to the Church in 

one day. God has not changed. He is “the same yesterday, and to day, 

and for ever.” 

 

To come to it personally: yes, there are times when there are the 

outpourings of the Spirit in the heart of the believer; what we might call 

‘red-letter’ days, the day the psalmist speaks of: “This is the day which 

the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.” Oh, what 

precious days they are! Then there are other days when God hides His 

face. When, like Jeremiah in Lamentations 3, we say: “Also when I cry 

and shout, He shutteth out my prayer.” But, the truth behind our text 

this evening is an encouragement to our faith to believe that, behind the 

darkest providence and the most inscrutable dealings of God with His 

people, the Lord reigns.  
 



 3 

“Behind a frowning providence 

      He hides a smiling face.” 

W. Cowper 

 

 “For I am the LORD,” He says, “I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob 

are not consumed.” There are three things that rest on my spirit this evening to 

bring before you, to encourage any who may be struggling in the dark at this 

time in this way. The Word of God says: “The just shall live by his faith.” The 

very essence of faith is to look beyond the things that are seen to the things 

which are not seen and here we have three things that are to be anchored on, 

by faith, in such times. 

 

First of all, Jacob’s God; “I am the LORD, I change not.” Secondly, 

Jacob’s sons: who are these sons of Jacob? Thirdly, Jacob’s safety and 

security: they are “not consumed.” Wonder of wonders! Miracle of grace! 

They continue, though everything seems against them, according to all human 

calculation; the reasoning of unbelief and their enemies. ‘Oh,’ they say, ‘you 

will fall. You will rise no more. You will not come through this. This will be 

the end of all that you ever professed.’ No. “Not consumed.” “For I am the 

LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.” 

 

So, first of all, we have Jacob’s God. “I am the LORD.” And particularly 

we have this attribute of Jacob’s God: “I change not.” How wonderfully 

encouraging this is for changing times! And times do change. But, friends, 

Jacob’s God changes not, and in the case of the first Jacob, when the Lord 

revealed Himself to him at Bethel in that remarkable vision of the ladder that 

stretched from earth to heaven, with the angels of God ascending and 

descending on it, the Lord gave him a promise. In it was an unchangeable 

God. “And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither 

thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, 

until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of.” This is Jacob’s God; 

and He changes not. You can go right through Scripture and it is repeated in 

various forms in one way or another, until you come to those blessed words in 

Hebrews 13; and it is still Jacob’s God: “For He hath said, I will never leave 

thee, nor forsake thee.” “I am the LORD, I change not.” 

 

So, dear friends, what is there about Jacob’s God that does not change? 

First of all, Jacob’s God does not change in His sovereignty. He is the: 
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“Sovereign Ruler of the skies, 

      Ever gracious, ever wise; 

      All my times are in Thy hand, 

      All events at Thy command.” 

J. Ryland 

 

He does not change in His sovereignty. Jacob was a subject of it. “Jacob have 

I loved, but Esau have I hated.” A solemn, awesome distinction! We have no 

right to cavil at it, or kick against that solemn truth. But may Jacob’s God be 

our God, for, “Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose 

hope is in the LORD his God.” 

 

 But, friends, God will never yield His throne to any other – that is what 

His sovereignty means. It means He is on the throne – not the devil, not the 

world, not the flesh. God is on the throne, and it means this: He will never 

delegate that power to any other. He may use means and overrule events; even 

bring good out of seeming evil, but He never vacates His throne. “The Lord 

God omnipotent reigneth.” “The LORD reigneth; let the people tremble.” 

Jacob’s God does not change in this, and here is a comfort for God’s dear 

people. You say: ‘What comfort?’ Whatever comes forth from the sovereign 

hand of Jacob’s God is for the good of Jacob and Jacob’s seed. “All things 

work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 

according to His purpose.” Although you and I sometimes cannot understand 

His sovereign hand: 

 

     “It is the Lord, enthroned in light, 

      Whose claims are all divine, 

      Who has an undisputed right 

            To govern me and mine. 

 

 It is the Lord; should I distrust 

      Or contradict His will – 

      Who cannot do but what is just, 

      And must be righteous still?” 

T. Greene 

 

Friends, you may be greatly tried about that tonight. Your pathway may be 

one in which this truth is greatly assailed. But you will see in the end – as Job 

did when he came out of his fiery trial – “He is in one mind, and who can turn 



 5 

Him? and what His soul desireth, even that He doeth.” Now listen! “For He 

performeth the thing that is appointed for me: and many such things are with 

Him.” 

 

 Secondly, Jacob’s God changes not in His mercy. Great mercy was shown 

to the first Jacob at Bethel, and that mercy continued right through Jacob’s 

life. On one occasion he records it: “I am not worthy of the least of all the 

mercies, and of all the truth, which Thou hast shewed unto Thy servant.” No, 

nor are we. Friends, it is a mercy God does not change in His mercy. “The 

mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear 

Him.” 

 

“Whom once He loves He never leaves, 

       But loves him to the end.” 

J. Hart  

 

Oh, bless God for the mercy of this unchangeable God! We change, we get 

into the ditch, and we sometimes get into the pit. We get tripped up, we 

backslide and we wander. But the mercy that is of God in Christ Jesus, to 

Jacob’s seed, never changes. Reprove He will; He did the first Jacob and He 

does Jacob’s seed. Chasten them He must; it is the mark of being a son. But 

take His mercy from them? Never, no, never! “The mountains shall depart, 

and the hills be removed; but My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither 

shall the covenant of My peace be removed, saith the LORD that hath mercy 

on thee.” 

 

 Thirdly, friends, He does not change in His promises. He promised Jacob 

He would not leave him until He had done that which He had promised to do 

for him, and He did not leave him, either. Friends, what God had promised to 

do for Jacob was not just in natural things. His whole soul’s salvation was 

bound up in it. Now we know by our Lord’s own words that Jacob’s 

redeemed spirit is in glory above. When the Lord silenced the Sadducees, He 

said: “I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 

God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.” In other words, Jacob’s soul 

was living among “the spirits of just men made perfect.” The Lord did not 

change in His love and mercy towards the dear man. He brought him safely 

home, and so He will you, if you are His, because He says “I change not.” 
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 Then, dear friends, we may add He changes not in this respect – in His 

ability to do what Jacob needs while he is this side of the grave: able to 

succour, able to subdue, able to keep and able to save. Oh, friends! Is there 

anything this God cannot or will not do for Jacob’s seed if they do but need it? 

No. Nothing is too hard for Him. He encourages them. “The cause that is too 

hard for you, bring it unto Me, and I will hear it.” There is nothing too hard 

for Him. He changes not in this respect. His resources have not run dry; His 

wisdom is not diminished; His power is not lagging. No. “I change not.” 

 

 Now, you may be going through great changes at this time. May this be 

the anchor for your soul: “I am the LORD, I change not.” It is said of God the 

Father, of God the Son and of God the Holy Ghost, that Triune God who is 

Jacob’s God: “I am the LORD,” says God the Father, “I change not” in My 

love to My children. “I am the LORD,” says God the Son, “I change not in My 

redeeming love and mercy toward those for whom I suffered, bled and died; 

for whom I intercede. “I am the LORD,” says the dear Spirit, ‘and whom once 

I quicken into divine life I never leave that work until it is crowned with glory 

above.’ “I am the LORD, I change not.” 

 

“My soul through many changes goes; 

      His love no variation knows.” 

W. Hammond 

 

Cling to this, cleave to it. Hold it fast, for here is the anchor for your soul, this 

evening hour. May God help you so to do. 

 

 Next, we have Jacob’s sons. This may be looked at in two ways. First of 

all, they are the descendants of the first Jacob. You will remember it was to 

the first family of Jacob (his immediate family) the promises were given; that 

each tribe would eventually settle in the land of Canaan. This they did under 

the hand of Joshua, of whom we may speak again in a moment. Here they are, 

the descendants of Jacob, all these hundreds, thousands of years later. They 

are still on the face of this earth. They were preserved as a nation, so that 

Mary could speak of Jacob’s God in what is commonly called ‘the 

Magnificat.’ The sons of Jacob, the seed of Jacob preserved. Why were they 

preserved? Because God had that great purpose to bring forth His dear Son, 

verily God and verily Man as He lay in Bethlehem’s manger. Yes, of the seed 

of Abraham, of Isaac, of Jacob, of David. What a wonderful thing to think that 
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one of the Sons of Jacob, in this respect, was our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ. We may rightly call Him the ‘Elder Brother.’ 

 

But what a distinction from the sons of Jacob, in the second sense of 

which we have to speak: the sons of Jacob are those who are God’s dear 

children; the spiritual Israel. But, like the first Jacob, they carry around with 

them the old nature that the first Jacob did. Now, the dear Lamb of God had 

no fallen nature. Bless God for His impeccable, holy, harmless, undefiled 

nature. How we love His glorious Person! But the sons of Jacob in our text, I 

now speak of the spiritual Israel, are born again of the Holy Spirit. That puts 

them in the family of Jacob’s sons in that spiritual sense. But to their dying 

day they carry the ‘old Jacob’ around with them, and that is a burden to them. 

It is a cross to them. It is an affliction to them. It is their deepest sorrow. Their 

deepest sighs and groans really come from this fact, that while they are yet in 

the flesh, the ‘old Jacob’ is in them. Bless God for the name ‘Israel.’ That 

goes with the new nature. But here we are speaking of the sons of Jacob. “For 

I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.” 

We will speak of their safety in a moment, but friends, do you have an 

empathy with the sons of Jacob this evening hour? Like the first Jacob, you 

know both sides of the matter – that company within of “two armies” that the 

Shulamite knew. That old nature, so powerful, so virulent, so persistent, so 

alienated from God, so selfish and so self righteous, and yet so bent on sin; 

that old nature that is nothing else but sin. Then there is that new nature, put 

there in the day of the new birth. Can you speak about that as well? A holy 

desire put there by God, from time to time: a drawing out of the heart God-

ward from time to time. Yes, like the first Jacob, there are times of  

 

“Wrestling prayer can wonders do; 

      Bring relief in deepest straits! 

      Prayer can force a passage through 

      Iron bars and brazen gates.” 

J. Newton 

 

Oh, friends, this conflict that the sons of Jacob know! Often the outcome 

seems to hang in a doubtful scale, does it not? Like poor Gad, we are by a 

troop overcome, but he overcame at the last. He did. The sons of Jacob. 

 

 Well, dear friends, do you know who the sons of Jacob are this evening? 

But, they have a God. The God of Jacob lives; and the love that God has 
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toward the spiritual sons of Jacob is such (we sing of it sometimes in good 

William Gadsby’s words): 

 

“Not all the wanderings of her heart 

      Can make His love from her depart.” 

W. Gadsby 

 

Isn’t that a wonderful thought? Despite Jacob’s natural disposition, despite the 

wanderings of His old nature, and the breakings forth there from time to time, 

as was the case in Jacob’s life, yet the Lord never took His love from him. He 

never changed in that purpose. The good hymn writer says: 

 

“Determined to save, He watched o’er my path” 

J. Newton 

And the Lord is determined to save these sons of Jacob; these, who like the 

first Jacob, know the old nature, but have been blessed with the new. “Ye sons 

of Jacob.” 

 

 But now it says (and this is the point I want to dwell on particularly this 

evening): “they are not consumed.” At least three times in holy writ does that 

little expression appear: “not consumed.” In the Book of the Exodus, chapter 

3, we have Moses at the burning bush. There he sees that bush burning, but 

“not consumed.” He would have often seen bushes burning in the terrific heat 

of the desert; that was no strange sight. But, to see the flames leaping out from 

this bush and yet the green leaves remaining and the shoots not being 

consumed, caused him to turn aside until he heard that voice: “Put off thy 

shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. 

Moreover He said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God 

of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” What a wonderful word went forth for 

Moses: “Certainly I will be with thee.” God’s people were in a fiery trial 

down in Egypt, but they were “not consumed.” ‘Moses, you have a fiery trial 

before you; leading the people from Egypt to Canaan, but you will not be 

consumed. They will get there, though they will be disciplined and chastened 

by the way. But they will get there.’ “Not consumed.” That was one of the 

lessons that Moses learnt at the burning bush.  

 

 Then come with me to Lamentations 3, where we find these words: “It is 

of the LORD’S mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassions 

fail not. They are new every morning: great is Thy faithfulness.” Where did 
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Jeremiah learn that lesson? In the dungeon: Lamentations 3 was written when 

he was brought up out of the dungeon. How could the man speak of mercies? 

Well, very wonderfully. When the cruelty of his enemies persuaded that weak 

king, Zedekiah, to throw him into the dungeon, he sank in the deep mire, as he 

tells us in Lamentations 3. But, friends, his cry went God-ward. There was 

only One to go to. There was no other person at hand. God put it into the heart 

of that godly Ethiopian, Ebed-melech, to take his thirty friends and go and 

plead Jeremiah’s case before the king. They brought him up out of that 

dungeon, brought him into a more comfortable place, and delivered him from 

what would have been certain death. As dear Jeremiah looked back, he says: 

‘It was of the Lord’s mercy that I was not consumed.’ “Not consumed.” So we 

have it here this evening hour. “For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye 

sons of Jacob are not consumed.” 

 

 Now, look at it, first of all, in this way: in providence. We come to that 

first. The first sons of Jacob and the seed of Jacob were wonderfully preserved 

in the house of David. They were wonderfully preserved until the dear 

Saviour came in the flesh. So, when that decree of Caesar Augustus went out 

that all the world should be taxed, there were those yet of the seed of David 

who knew they were. They went to Bethlehem, the city of David, to be taxed 

in accordance with the decree. Joseph went with Mary, and we know the 

wonderful event that took place there. God had preserved Jacob’s seed right to 

that very moment. Friends, however difficult the day; however awkward the 

society in which we may live, this is a great mercy. “The angel of the LORD 

encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them.” Just as the 

Lord preserved the seed of Jacob until the dear Saviour was born in 

Bethlehem’s manger – verily God and verily Man – so He preserves the 

spiritual sons of Jacob until Christ is formed in their heart “the hope of glory.” 

While they are playing with sin, being Satan’s slaves; when thorns and 

piercing things beset their steps before they are called by grace, why are they 

not cut off? Because the Lord has a secret purpose towards them: that is the 

point. Yes. 

 

“The appointed time rolls on apace.” 

J. Kent 

 

But, before that “time rolls on apace”, why are they not consumed? Why do 

they not sink into a deserved hell? Why do they not sink into the bottomless 

pit? Because Jacob’s God changes not – that’s why. You look back, some of 
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you dear friends here tonight, to the time before you were called by grace, to 

the things you were engaged in and the way you could have gone; the 

potential of your wretched heart and where it would have led you. You would 

not be here tonight under the sound of the Truth, would you? You would have 

sunk your soul in eternal misery long ago, and destroyed yourself! You would 

have done, but for our text. The wonder of it! 

 

“He saw me ruined in the fall, 

       Yet loved me notwithstanding all; 

       He saved me from my lost estate; 

       His loving-kindness, O how great!” 

S. Medley 

 

To think of it! That restraining hand whereby justice, as it were, was held 

back by mercy, even though the sinner was going headlong to hell! Till that 

moment comes: ‘Arrest that man and arrest that woman. They are Mine.’ The 

covenant of grace demands it.’ They were given by the Father to the Son ere 

time began. They must be saved, and they will be. They are “not consumed.” 

 

 Then, dear friends, think of it again: “not consumed.” You think of the 

new birth: the new work of grace in the sinner’s heart and the small 

beginnings of it. Think of all that opposes it – the devil hates to see it, the 

world hates to see it, and the old nature has no love for it. It is surrounded by 

enemies on every hand. Yet it is “not consumed.” Isn’t that a wonderful 

miracle and a mighty mercy? To think that that work of grace is still 

preserved, still carried on and still continued. “He which hath begun a good 

work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” It is not our keeping 

it going, is it? We cannot support our own faith. We cannot maintain the life 

of faith. It is not within our power so to do. But, dear friends, the Lord does it. 

The Lord does it. “Because I live, ye shall live also.” That is the secret of it; 

that is the key to it. “All my springs are in Thee,” said the good psalmist. That 

is the key to it. “For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob 

are not consumed.” 

 So, dear friends, you look at all the fiery trials of the way. Think of dear 

Peter in Satan’s sieve. He would have been consumed, like Judas was. Judas 

came into Satan’s sieve and was utterly consumed. He never came out of it – 

lost! But, dear friends, Simon Peter came into it and came out of it. How did 

he come out of it? Was he more skilful than Judas? Was he wiser? Was he 

less prone to evil? We dare not say that. How did he come out of it? I will tell 
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you. Christ said: “I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.” That is how 

he came out of it. That is the one thing that Satan could not touch. He could 

not annul it and he could not destroy it – the precious promise that had been 

given – “I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.” “For I am the LORD, I 

change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.” 

 

How did Job come through those terrible scenes? You think of it. We may 

think our path is difficult, and yes, some of you have some very difficult 

paths, I know. Our prayers go out for you and with you. But think of Job’s 

path. On one day he lost oxen, sheep, camels and then many members of his 

own family, if not all of them, except for his own wife. Another day he loses 

his health, the sympathy of his wife and then the understanding of his friends. 

Then God hides His face, the devil roars and Job’s old nature rises up. Can the 

work of grace continue? Is it possible that there will yet be a work of grace at 

the end of it? You read the last chapter in Job. The end was better than the 

beginning. Why was it? Because God, through all that fiery trial, preserved 

Job’s faith, Job’s life, Job’s soul and the work of grace in Job’s heart. You 

may have many things against you, yet what a mercy if you are inside our text 

this evening! It cannot destroy the promise God has given you. It cannot 

destroy the life He has imparted to you. It cannot destroy the grace that He has 

bestowed upon you. No. “I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not 

consumed.” 

 

 But now, dear friends, come with me to Calvary. First of all, we go to 

Gethsemane. There we see the dear Saviour treading the winepress alone, and 

of the people, none with Him. Even bold Peter and loving John have fled. He 

was left alone. He said, ‘But not alone. My Father is with Me.’ Before that 

murderous band took Him, and the disciples fled, we have just a glimpse of 

the sorrows of the Saviour. Think what lay on His holy shoulders – the sins of 

the sons of Jacob from Adam’s day till the end of time. I am speaking of the 

spiritual Israel: a burden that only God incarnate could have borne. It was not 

just the sins of one, Jacob. It was the sins of all the seed of Jacob; that 

spiritual seed of whom I am speaking. All their wanderings: backslidings, 

rebellion, deceit, lust, corruption: all the iniquity, the guilt, the weight of it fell 

on one head and one pair of shoulders alone: those of Immanuel, God 

incarnate. Friends, were He not God incarnate, He could never have borne 

such a load. But He goes to Calvary and, at Calvary, He endures the 

consuming fire of God’s wrath. At the end of Hebrews 12 we read that most 

solemn word: “For our God is a consuming fire.” In Romans 12 we read: 
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“Vengeance is Mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.” That word may be looked 

at in this way (as well as the other way that it is often spoken of) that the law’s 

vengeance demanded a payment and the dear Saviour paid it. “Vengeance is 

Mine; I will repay.” The Lord Jesus Christ stood in the sinner’s place, and He 

answered what the law justly demanded. 

 

“On Him almighty vengeance fell, 

       That must have sunk a world to hell; 

       He bore it for a chosen race, 

       And thus became their Hiding-place.” 

J. Brewer 

 

Why are the sons of Jacob not consumed? Because the all-consuming fire of 

God’s indignant wrath, hatred of sin and just displeasure against the offences 

of His Church, descended in a holy, solemn, awful shower of wrath upon the 

dear Saviour.  

 

“What He endured no tongue can tell, 

       To save our souls from death and hell.” 

S. Stennett 

 

But, when He cried “It is finished,” the fire was quenched; the sword of 

vengeance laid aside. The storm was over. For God’s dear people, the sons of 

Jacob, a Refuge had been provided in the wounds of Jesus; the cross of Christ, 

the Rock of Ages. Oh, bless God for the gospel beneath our text! These sons 

of Jacob, often afflicted by sin, often overcome. 

 

    “He sees me often overcome, 

           And pities my distress; 

           And bids affliction drive me home, 

           To anchor on His grace.” 

T. Greene 

 

“His grace.” By whose “grace ye are saved.” This is the Refuge for the sons 

of Jacob; the opened, still opened, wounds of Jesus, to where a sinner may 

flee. There the law has done its work. There the payment has been met. There 

the anger of God has been poured out and exhausted (if I may use that word 

most reverently) against those sins for whom the dear Saviour died. Now the 

sons of Jacob have a place of refuge. Like Lot, they have a Zoar to flee to. 
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Yes, and bless God if you are among the fleeing sons of Jacob. “For I 

am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not 

consumed.” 

 

 When the first Jacob came into that terrible trial of Esau coming 

against him with four hundred men, it was a critical moment in his 

history. It was this: was what God had promised him, true or not? He 

had said: “Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal 

well with thee.” ‘Now, Lord, is this well? Esau is coming with four 

hundred men against me. Is this well? Can it be said to be “well”?’ You 

may feel like that tonight: ‘Dare I say it is well with such a trial; such 

an extremity?’ Well, dear friends, we read: “Jacob was left alone.” But; 

“there wrestled a Man with him until the breaking of the day.” A 

mysterious Person. We read: “And when He saw that He prevailed not 

against him, He touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of 

Jacob’s thigh was out of joint.” When Jacob received that wound (and 

it was a wound) all he could do was to cling to the God of Jacob. That 

was all that was left for him: to cleave, to hold fast and not let go. “I 

will not let Thee go,” he says, “except Thou bless me.” He was after a 

double blessing. He wanted Esau dealt with. Yes, no doubt about it, and 

the Lord dealt with Esau. Esau was changed from a lion into a lamb. 

God did it. That is why Jacob was not consumed. God has the same 

power today. We read of it: “No weapon that is formed against thee 

shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment 

thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, 

and their righteousness is of Me, saith the LORD.” That is the prospect; 

the property, we may say, of the sons of Jacob. But Jacob wanted more 

than that. He wanted to know the name of this mysterious Person. Yet 

he confessed his own name was Jacob. “Thy name shall be called no 

more Jacob, but Israel.” ‘Prevailer;’ the name of forgiveness and 

mercy. All that old ‘Jacob’ was blotted out. “Tell me, I pray Thee, Thy 

name,” he said to this mysterious Person. “Wherefore is it that thou 

dost ask after My name? And He blessed him there.” So, when Jacob 

met Esau he said: “I have enough.” Jacob wasn’t talking about camels 

and sheep and oxen. No. He was like Naphtali: “satisfied with favour, 

and full with the blessing of the LORD.” That is what he was like. He 
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would have joined with the good psalmist and said: “Remember me, O 

LORD, with the favour that Thou bearest unto Thy people: O visit me 

with Thy salvation; That I may see the good of Thy chosen, that I may 

rejoice in the gladness of Thy nation, that I may glory with Thine 

inheritance” – ‘Thy people, Thy sons of Jacob, Lord. Give me a place 

among them.’  
 

 “For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are 

not consumed.” Two points, and then you take it home and pray about 

it. First of all, my mind goes to the second Book of the Kings where we 

read of God’s servant Elisha in Dothan. There is an army come to take 

him. He has upset the king because his prophecies are so accurate that 

they have prevented this particular king getting his own way against 

another king. He sends an army to arrest this man and he would have 

killed him. The dear man sits there as quiet and as calm as if he were 

sat, as it were, by the still waters of Psalm 23. “Alas, my master! how 

shall we do?” said his young servant. We read: “And Elisha prayed, and 

said, LORD, I pray Thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD 

opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the 

mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.” 

“Not consumed.” Preserved: 

 

“A sovereign Protector I have, 

       Unseen, yet for ever at hand; 

       Unchangeably faithful to save, 

       Almighty to rule and command.” 

A. M. Toplady 
 

Friends, we may say that God’s people, in that sense, are immortal until 

the work of grace is done, and when that work of grace is done, yes, 

providence ceases. The body returns to the dust from whence it came. 

But listen – the soul; the redeemed spirit of God’s dear people returns 

to God who gave it, clothed in Christ’s obedience, washed in His blood, 

and, “not consumed” before the judgment seat. Paul said: “So Christ 

was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for 

Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation.”  
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 What about the dust that our body returns to? Is that the end of the 

matter? “Not consumed”, our text says. What does it mean in that 

sense? In that great day of our Lord’s return, an immortal, incorruptible 

body will be raised from the grave, like that of the dear Saviour’s.  

 

 

“Made like Him, like Him we rise; 

     Ours the cross, the grave, the skies!” 
C. Wesley 

 

“Not consumed” in that great Day of Judgment. Oh, what a wonderful mercy 

it will be! Friends, “covet earnestly the best gifts.” Covet to know that the 

God of Jacob is your God; that you are among the spiritual “sons of Jacob.” 

Then you will know this word: “not consumed.” “Not consumed” in time, 

“not consumed” at death, “not consumed” at the judgment seat, “not 

consumed” when our Lord returns,  and “not consumed” to all eternity. 

Amen. 

 

 


