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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 19th June, 2011 

 

 

   Text: “But unto every one of us is given grace according to the 

measure of the gift of Christ.” Ephesians 4, verse 7. 

 
 

 When the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s dearly beloved Son, finally left this 

earth on His ascension day, we are told He “ascended on high,” He “led 

captivity captive” and “received gifts for men.” In other words, now ascended 

at God’s right hand, this glorious Saviour is imparting the fruits of His work 

that He wrought while He was here below. One of the greatest gifts He has to 

give as He is sat at God’s right hand this Sabbath morning – and bless God He 

is still giving it – is this precious gift of grace, of which we have been singing 

in hymns 766 and 133. It is a most precious word. It is a word that is exactly 

suited to the needs of sinners. We may also say (and we will come to this in a 

moment, if the Lord will) it is exactly suited to the needs of the Church of 

Christ in all ages. 

 

    There is a clamour, in many parts, for different forms of worship, different 

versions of the Bible, and all sorts of other things, to try and attract people 

into the House of God. Dear friends that is not what is needed. What is needed 

is grace, and more of it, as well. How blessed it is in James’ epistle, where we 

read those words: “But He giveth more grace.” And the Lord Jesus Christ will 

continue to give grace until the last vessel of mercy is filled with it. You have 

a wonderful type of that in the Old Testament, where we read of the widow 

woman who had a large debt to pay, but nothing to pay it with. You remember 

how Elisha told her to borrow “empty vessels…not a few.” They had to be 

empty, not half full – empty. She was to shut the door, and her two sons were 

to take of the pot of oil within the house and they were to pour the oil out. 

That oil continued to pour out until the last vessel was filled to the brim. Then 

it stayed. Dear friends, saving grace will continue to be poured out by the dear 

Saviour until the last vessel of mercy is rescued from the Fall, and made ready 

for glory. Then, in heaven above, the fulness of the blessing of grace will be 

realised to all eternity. 
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Now, Paul here makes a statement. I wonder how true this is of us this 

Sabbath morning. He, writing to the Church at Ephesus, could say: “But unto 

every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.” 

Now, if the Holy Ghost were to write to the Church and congregation at Old 

Baptist Chapel, Chippenham, could He write that? Would He write that? 

Would He say that about everyone sitting under the roof of Old Baptist 

Chapel this morning? That everyone is given grace? Well, God only knows. It 

is not for me to judge, but all I can say is this, that without the grace in our 

text you can never be saved. However, it is my desire as your pastor, that one 

day it may be said of every one of us this Sabbath morning – that unto every 

one of us may be “given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.” 

 

 Then Paul has something else to say which we will also come to as we 

open up the text, with God’s help, this morning. There is not only saving 

grace – which God gives in the hearts and the lives of those whom He is 

calling to Himself – but also that grace which is needed in the life of faith 

according to the path that God has ordained for us to walk in. For example, he 

speaks in verse 11 of various offices in the Church: apostles and evangelists, 

pastors and teachers. We read in Romans 12 of various other things in daily 

life, as well. Whatever vocation God may have called you to, child of God, 

you will need grace in it. Not just the pastor, or the deacons, or the members, 

but every living member of Christ’s mystical body here this Sabbath morning 

needs grace. You need grace to be a mother or father, a brother or a sister, or a 

child at school, or a student, an employer, an employee. Friend, there is not a 

part of your life, or mine, but what we need is that which is in our text this 

morning. We cannot be independent of it, if we are believers. Those of you 

who live alone, (and some of you do) you need grace for that, as well. Oh, 

dear friends, this is an extensive word. Paul, writing to the Church at Ephesus, 

could discern that God had kindly given this grace in various offices of the 

Church and in various vocations to which they were called. He saw that grace 

was the essential part of it. So, our first thing this morning is to emphasize 

your need and my need of grace: grace to save us from our fallen state, and 

grace to live a life of faith, honouring and glorifying to God. “But unto every 

one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.” 

 

 Now, Paul here speaks of a measure. This implies two things. First of all, 

that grace in God’s dear people is not always at the same intensity. You have 

only to look through the history of people of God in the Word of God. 

Sometimes they seemed full of grace. At other times they were not so. Our 
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Lord Jesus Christ was always “full of grace and truth” – the only Man of 

whom that could ever be said. But, even good John the Baptist, who was filled 

with the Spirit from the womb (the Word of God says), even he, on one 

occasion, sent a message to our Lord Jesus Christ. “Art Thou He that should 

come? or look we for another?” At that time, grace in John’s heart was at low 

ebb. You go into the Old Testament, and you find Samson. We read that, “at 

times” he was moved by the Spirit. What wonderful things were wrought! 

But, at other times, when grace was at a low ebb, what a different life Samson 

lived! So much so, that were he on the Church roll at Chippenham, I do not 

quite know how I would have handled his case. Yet, friends, he had grace. 

The Word of God says so, we read of it in Hebrews 11. But the point is; the 

measure of grace is not always in the same intensity and exercise. That should 

make you and me cautious. Peter, when he said to our Lord: “Although all 

shall be offended, yet will not I,” quite thought he could maintain grace in his 

heart. He quite thought that when the hour of trial would come, he could 

summon it to his own defence, and get safely through. But he found, dear 

friends, when he was overcome by the enemy, he had no such power to retain 

grace, let alone to command it. He had to come back to that one word: ‘kept.’ 

Have you had to come back to that this week? Kept. Can you say with the 

dear Apostle, as he said in another place: “By the grace of God I am what I 

am.”? Not by my eloquence, or wisdom, or skill, or boldness. No. “By the 

grace of God I am what I am.” Have you ever thought of those that are not yet 

in the way of faith? You walk down the street, not as a Pharisee, but as a poor, 

guilty sinner. You say, ‘Lord, who has made me to differ?’ 

 

  There was a good minister in the north of England called Jack Hesketh; a 

very quaint minister, but he was a good servant of God. He was one who 

knew the things of God. On one occasion as he was walking to chapel at 

Kirkland, he went over the canal bridge in Garstang. As he walked over the 

bridge, he saw one of his old school fellows, from years gone by, fishing. As 

he walked on, he thought, ‘What is the difference between that man fishing 

there, and me, going on to the House of God?’ He said it came so powerfully 

to him. ‘There, but for the grace of God, go I.’ and so it is, dear friends. Grace 

keeps, and grace saves, and let me say this about grace – you were singing of 

it so beautifully in your opening hymn – it comes from the covenant made 

between Father, Son and Holy Ghost. There is its strength. That is why it must 

succeed. There is no ‘if’ or ‘but’ or ‘maybe’ about it. Grace must accomplish 

what God has intended it will do.  
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      “Grace is a firm but friendly hand, 

Put forth by God to save His own.” 

J. Stevens 

 

“Firm but friendly” - what were you singing just now? 

 

             “One there is, above all others, 

Well deserves the name of Friend.” 

J. Newton 

 

Who is it? The Lord Jesus Christ of whom we speak in the Benediction. “The 

grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Ghost, be with you all.” It is “a firm but friendly hand.” It is that hand 

that God puts forth. He is determined that it will accomplish His intentions. 

 

 Now, dear friend, has that “firm but friendly hand” been put forth in your 

life? Some of you may say: ‘Yes, I believe it has.’ But you look back on this 

past week, and you have to acknowledge it has only been a measure of grace. 

Sometimes that measure has been pretty well hidden, though at other times 

you have felt it bubbling up, like a spring of everlasting life. Bless God if that 

was so. 

       “Once in Him, in Him for ever; 

Thus the eternal covenant stands.” 

J. Kent 

 

But, oh, how trying it is to a child of God when the measure of the gift of 

Christ within him seems to be hidden, and he gets into a low, lean state! 

Prayerless, hard and distant, he wonders: 

 

        “Can ever God dwell here?” 

J. Hart 

 

But, friends, if God has ever imparted grace to your soul – quickening grace, 

praying grace, believing grace, repenting grace, hoping grace, loving grace – 

then, dear friends; He will come again. Grace has not finished with you yet. It 

has taken you in hand, and it will carry on until it has done what God intended 

it shall do. And what has He intended it shall do? “He which hath begun a 

good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” 
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Then again, this word ‘measure’ may be looked at in another way. That is, 

the sovereign way in which God gives more grace to some than to others. This 

is a deep mystery, but we read on one occasion in the Acts of the Apostles: 

“great grace was upon them.” The Lord Jesus Christ, in His earthly ministry, 

spoke of faith as “a grain of mustard seed.” Yes, there is a measure given 

according to God’s holy will. Some are more deeply taught than others. Some 

are led through much more difficult paths than others. It is the same grace; 

and under the hand of the Sovereign God it will accomplish the same end, in 

the vocation and path to which He calls His people. It is true in the Church. 

He gives “some, prophets” – not all; “some, evangelists” – not all; “some, 

pastors and teachers” – not all. There are different offices, but different grace 

for those offices: a measure of grace according to that office that God calls 

His dear people to. You may say: ‘Well, I am not called to be an apostle, or an 

evangelist, or a pastor, or a teacher.’ No, you may well not be. But who can 

tell what the Lord may do with some of you sat in the pews? We know not. 

 

But that is not the point. If you are a child of God, you do have a 

vocation, and your vocation is a two-edged sword. One part of it is this: to 

seek grace to live to the honour and glory of God in your daily life, who has 

called you by His grace, separated you from this dying world, made you a 

praying sinner, drawn you into the way of faith and shown you a precious 

Christ. 

 

 “So let our lips and lives express 

  The holy gospel we profess.” 

I. Watts 

 

Now, has this grace done so this week? Has grace been evident? We read that 

when Barnabas went to Antioch, he saw “the grace of God” and “was glad.” 

Now, God has looked into your home this week at what has gone on when the 

doors have been shut. Has He seen grace? Be honest! What about your work, 

your workplace? Did He see the grace of God in your life? What about when 

you were on your own, when no other eye could see you? Could it be said He 

saw the grace that Barnabas did at Antioch? Did others see it? If Barnabas had 

been there, would he have come back and said: ‘Paul, I saw the grace of God 

there’? Or, would he have come back with a sad tale? When Paul was told 

about Corinth, he said: “it hath been declared…by them which are of the 

house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.” I have often thought 

about that. The Holy Ghost mentions the house of Chloe for a very important 
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reason; that if Chloe and her house thought it was right to tell Paul about 

whatever was wrong at Corinth, then they should not do it anonymously. No. 

Nevertheless they had a sad tale to tell to Paul of Corinth and what a sad state 

it was! Grace was needed. How grace was needed at Corinth! It was to 

Corinth that the Benediction was first pronounced. “The grace of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be 

with you all.”  

 

 Now, you may look back on your life this past week, sinner, and perhaps 

you may see it seems like a wreck. A ruin! There were so many things you 

should not have said but you did, and things you did not say that you ought to 

have said. Your spirit was wrong, and your behaviour was wrong. You have 

not witnessed your profession as you ought to have done. What a failure you 

feel this morning! The devil says that you will be a castaway. No! You have 

much to mourn over, much to repent of and much to be ashamed of, but, a 

castaway? No! What you need is more grace. That is what you need and 

where are you to go for it? Why, to the Fountain of it; and that is Christ. “But 

unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of 

Christ.”  

 

 Now, look at our subject another way. There are many ways in which the 

Holy Ghost has described the relationship between Christ and the Church: His 

people. For example, He is called “the Vine.” He, being the Vine itself; the 

branches coming forth are His people. They are supported by Him, supplied 

by Him and sustained by Him. Another relationship is the wonderful, well-

known illustration of Christ as the Shepherd and His sheep. There is a bond 

between the Shepherd and the sheep. He was present at the birth of each lamb. 

He picked it up and carried it in His bosom. And He has shown, as that lamb 

has grown into a sheep, where the pasture is and where the fold is, and what a 

need there is to keep close to the Shepherd. There is a bond, a bond of love. It 

is like a building. That is not a dead relationship. Peter speaks of it: the Lord 

Jesus Christ being the “living Stone,” and His people built upon Him “as 

lively stones.” In other words, their life comes from the living Stone beneath. 

They are planted on Him, placed on Him, built upon Him and founded upon 

Him. Another relationship, of course, is that of the husband and the wife – the 

Lord Jesus Christ being the heavenly Bridegroom; His Church the bride. What 

a wonderful relationship!  

 

 But now, the context speaks of Christ and His Church as a body. Christ 
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being the Head, and all the other members of that body being His Church. 

There are three things to be drawn from that blessed illustration. The first is 

this, that when our Lord Jesus Christ assumed that holy, perfect and complete 

humanity, He came in union with His Church. We read of it: “great is the 

mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh.” As God, His heavenly 

Father, looked upon Him as the perfect God-man - as He was and is - He saw 

in Him all the members of His mystical body. The whole of the Church of 

Christ was seen in Christ. So, as He obeyed the holy law on their behalf, His 

obedience is imputed to them. As He laid down His life “a ransom for many”, 

that precious blood which He shed on Calvary’s cross avails for that vast, 

incomparable, innumerable number found within Christ in mystical union. 

When He lay in the tomb, He lay there, as it were, in union with that people. 

When He rose from the dead, He rose in union with that people and now He 

sits at the right hand of His Father, the same union is there. As one good man 

said: 

 

     “But this I do find, we two are so joined, 

       He’ll not live in glory and leave me behind.” 

J. Gambold 

 

There is union between Christ and His Church. This is a blessed doctrine. 

There can never be a severance between Christ and one of His members. 

 

 Secondly, just as in the holy body and Person of Christ, the fulness of 

grace was felt in every member of His holy Person; according to our text, (if 

we are a child of God) we will have a “measure” of that grace. Some of us 

feel to have only a very little measure of it, but we hope we do have a little. 

But, in Christ, it was a fulness. The life He lived was full of grace and truth. 

The grace that was in Christ (and still is in Christ) was immeasurable. We 

sometimes sing: 

 

“A fulness resides in Jesus our Head.” 

J. Fawcett 

 

John the Baptist, speaking of Christ, says: “And of His fulness have all we 

received, and grace for grace.” Paul, in writing to the Colossians, says: “It 

pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell.” But, just as grace 

proceeded into every part of that holy Person, so, dear friends, must grace 

reach every part of Christ’s mystical body. Every part: every joint and every 
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limb must enjoy this great blessing of grace. We speak mystically and 

metaphorically. This is what our text is saying unto every one of us who are 

members of Christ’s mystical body. To every limb of His holy Church “is 

given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.” It is the proof of 

our union. John Bunyan’s Pilgrim was called ‘Grace-less’ before he was 

called ‘Christian.’ Now, in the purposes of God, we know that in God’s time, 

it had been determined that grace should be found in that man’s heart. But, 

before that was made known, he was just like his fellow citizens with whom 

he lived. He loved the City of Destruction. He loved its pleasures, its sins and 

its company. He had no desire to move house, either. But when grace came: 

what a difference! He could no longer live there in contentment, as he once 

did. It was not his home. He saw something better; something different. Grace 

had reached that once grace-less man. And, as God the Father looks upon this 

sinful earth this morning and sees many sinners running as far from God as 

any sinner could run, there are, scattered among them, those whom He is 

determined to call by grace. 

 

“The appointed time rolls on apace, 

Not to propose but call by grace; 

    To change the heart, renew the will, 

   And turn the feet to Zion’s hill.” 

J. Kent 

 

In God’s time that arm of grace will reach out, and it will pluck them as 

brands from the burning. It will call them, as sinners, by grace. It will impart 

to them this blessed gift of grace in our text, and they will become, in their 

experience, united to Christ in this mystical union of which I am speaking. 

Some of us here this morning humbly hope, if not awfully deceived, we have 

been through that ‘wicket gate’. We have known what the Ephesians knew: 

“And you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.” I wish it 

could be said of all of you. I pray it may one day be so. Friends, give God no 

rest till you have that witness. 

 

“Am I quickened by His Spirit; 

 Live a life of faith and prayer? 

Trusting wholly to His merit; 

 Casting on Him all my care? 

Daily panting, 

In His likeness to appear?”                      W. Gadsby                                      



 9 

 

 

There is a man in whose heart grace is found.  

 

 Many years ago in Coventry, there was a godly widow who told me of her 

call by grace. She said that if ever a woman was happy in the world, she was. 

She and her husband had all they wanted. They had plenty of money, her 

husband had a good job and they had a nice house and two lovely children. 

She said that they had everything their hearts could wish for, and nor did they 

wish for anything else. Then, suddenly – without warning – her husband was 

taken from her. She was left a widow. But, she found that something else had 

happened. Not only was there the loss of her husband (which she deeply felt), 

but there was a strange sensation in her heart which she had never felt before. 

It was this: 

 

 “………..an aching void 

The world can never fill.” 

W. Cowper 

 

Although she wondered if she could once more fill up that void with earthly 

pleasures, she found that she couldn’t. She found, mysteriously, that her heart 

was aching and panting for something she had never thought of before. Two 

or three houses down the road from where she lived; there lived a godly 

woman who became friendly with her. She began to talk to her, and opened 

her heart to her. She said: ‘I cannot understand why I feel like I do. It is 

something different from the bereavement – something deeper.’ The godly 

woman said: ‘You come with me to the House of God.’ So she went to the 

House of God for the first time for many, many years. She had actually been 

brought up under the sound of the Truth in another place, but that had all been 

forsaken and abandoned in her independent days. The minister got up and 

gave out his text: “As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my 

soul after Thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God.” She 

said: ‘That’s it! That explains my feelings. I am thirsting for the living God.’ 

Grace had reached her heart. 

 

Now sinner, saint; call yourself what you will, dear friend. Ask yourself 

this question this Sabbath morning: has that panting, hungering, thirsting spirit 

reached your heart? Have you got the measure that Paul is speaking about? 

True, you want more. True, you are not satisfied yet. You have not got all that 



 10 

you want. But, none the less, does your poor soul cry out for God? In your 

lonely hours perhaps? In your hours on your own? Perhaps when you are in 

the company with others your heart is aching. What does it want? A smile 

from your God, a token for good, something to assure you that you are one of 

His dear people. “Shew me a token for good,” is your prayer. “Tell me, Lord, 

and make me feel it,” is your desire. “Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation” – 

that is your desire. Friend, this is a measure of the gift of Christ. Thank God 

for it, bless His holy name, and seek after more. 

 

“But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the 

gift of Christ.” That gift of Christ in your heart will begin to make you pray. It 

will make you come to God’s Word to feed on it, and to find nourishment for 

your soul. You will come to God’s house with such a different spirit. ‘I will 

hear’ – not what the minister has got to say – but ‘what God the Lord will say 

unto me.’ His Word will come with authority. It will not be the minister you 

are looking at. You will think, ‘that is the voice of God to my very soul.’ “But 

unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of 

Christ.” 

 

But then, dear friends, the point I want to come to this morning is that 

every child of God has a path to walk. In that path are afflictions, temptations, 

trials, difficulties and disappointments. There are burdens, as well. There are 

those things God calls His people to, for which they might feel to have neither 

the wisdom, nor the strength, nor the grace to go on with. Moses said: “I am 

not eloquent.” Gideon said: “I am the least in my father’s house.” Jeremiah 

said: “I am a child.” So we could go on. Whatever vocation God may call you 

to, you may feel inefficient as a husband, or a wife, perhaps, or you may feel 

insufficient as a mother or a father. You may feel insufficient in your 

workplace. But this is where God has put you and what you need is grace. 

You say, ‘I had never thought of it like that.’ That is what you need, and if 

God gives you grace where He has put you; you will find grace to be there for 

as long as God means you to be there. Dear friends, what grace some of us 

might need this coming week! We do not know what sudden trial may come 

into our path; what sudden difficulty may present itself. If it does, may our 

first reaction be, (under God’s hand), to get on our knees and say: ‘Give me 

grace for this hour; for this sudden need that has come; this sudden burden 

that is laid upon me. Give me grace for it, Lord,’ and He will give that 

measure according to what the need is. That is part of our text. “…according 

to the measure of the gift of Christ.” ‘O,’ you say, ‘but I am not one of those 
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front line people!’ Some are front seat people. They are called to be at the 

front. Some of us are, and we do not feel sufficient for that, either, in and of 

ourselves. You say: ‘I am more of a back-seat person. I am not a front line 

soldier.’ No, but the back-line soldier is needed just as much. Did not we read 

in Corinthians about the various limbs? There are the hands, there are the feet 

and there are the eyes. They all have different functions: “And the eye cannot 

say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I 

have no need of you.” Whatever limb you may be in God’s hand, (I say that 

reverently) He will give you grace for it. It is surprising how He often takes 

the seemingly least honourable ones and uses them for His own honour and 

glory. “God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things 

which are mighty.” He takes the poor to confound the rich. He takes those 

who are feelingly nothing to confound those who seem to be everything. That 

is the way God works. But, it is “according to the measure of the gift of 

Christ.” 

 

The next point is: to be made to feel your need of this grace. It is one of 

the most dangerous paths any professing believer can be in; to think he can go 

on in his own strength and in his own way. We need to be kept dependent. Oh, 

for more grace! That is why God has put into your lot, and mine (we have all 

got it, one way or another) “a thorn in the flesh.” There is something there. It 

may be inward; it may be outward, but it is there for a purpose. You say: ‘I 

could fulfil the vocation to which God has called me much better if I had not 

got this thorn. If only this thorn was not here, I would be a much better 

follower, Lord!’ Would you? I doubt it. Friends, that thorn which God has put 

in your path is His kind way of bringing you to the throne of grace; bringing 

you to the experience of our text. Although you be one of the least honourable 

of those members of Christ’s mystical body; (though you feel to be the least), 

that thorn God has sent you is to keep you on your knees, and to make you ask 

Him every day for more grace. Grace to be patient; which you need in your 

vocation. Grace to be humble; which you need in your vocation. Grace to be 

submissive; which you need in your vocation. Grace to be bold when needs 

be; you need that in your vocation, too. Grace to be a praying man; you need 

that in your vocation. There are more things wrought by prayer than this 

world dreams of. It is a wonderful thing, if, in your daily life, you can say 

‘Lord, thou hast heard my poor prayers,’ and why was it? A ‘measure of the 

gift of Christ’ was given to you in prayer. You wrestled hard with Him, and 

He answered your prayer and gave you the answer you needed. You looked 

on in wonder, like Manoah and his wife did. But, the point I am making is 
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this; our need of grace in whatever calling we have. Here it is: “But unto 

every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.” 

 

 But then we come back to the very essence of the whole matter. When all 

is said and done, what grace is it that you feel to need in a precious Christ, this 

Sabbath morning? Paul speaks to the Corinthians: “Thanks be unto God for 

His unspeakable gift.” What is this “gift of Christ” that we speak of this 

morning? First of all, it is undoubtedly the Holy Ghost. When our Lord visited 

those fearing disciples in the upper room, He breathed on them and said: 

“Receive ye the Holy Ghost” – the gift of Christ. That is a wonderful 

expression, isn’t it?  When the Holy Ghost comes into a sinner’s heart, sent by 

the Father and the Son, Christ is brought with that blessed gift. The Holy 

Ghost is called “the Spirit of Christ.” That is one of His names. He brings 

Christ into the heart, “the hope of glory.” What a wonderful gift the Holy 

Ghost is. 

 

 Now dear friends, look at it the other way. You are mourning your lack of 

grace this morning. You seem not to have the measure you need. Is there a 

reason? Have you quenched the Spirit? Have you grieved the Spirit? Is that 

why you have not got the measure you feel to need this morning? You feel 

like Pharaoh’s chariot wheels going through the Red Sea: the wheels were 

taken off, and they “drave heavily.” There is a reason. Yes, dear friends, may 

you lay it to heart. Why is it? The good hymnwriter says this: 

 

“The dearest idol I have known, 

  Whate’er that idol be; 

  Help me to tear it from Thy throne, 

  And worship only Thee.” 

W. Cowper 

 

That is what is needed, isn’t it? Then you will know a little more of this 

“measure of the gift of Christ” – when those idols are removed; when those 

‘Dagons’ fall before the ark of the Lord and you must not put them up again 

when the Lord has removed them. Remember, they did that the first time 

Dagon fell down; they put him up again. Are you trying to replace an idol 

God has removed? Friends, God will smash it to pieces. The next night He did 

just that with Dagon. It was never erected again. Oh, lay these things to heart, 

dear friends! Sometimes there is a reason for the withholding of that measure 

that you feel to need. 
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What a wonderful gift the Holy Ghost is! One of the measures He has is 

this: to restore the fallen, to bring back the backslider, to reach out to that man 

in the ditch and to the man who has fallen among thieves. Bless God for the 

work of the Holy Ghost in that. Is there one here this morning needing that 

‘measure’? All you can say about yourself is what one simple person said 

when they came before the Church, years and years ago:  

 

    “I’m a poor sinner and nothing at all 

But Jesus my Saviour is my all in all.” 

A.R. Habershon 

 

Is that where you are this morning? Just “a poor sinner and nothing at all;” 

nothing to boast of, everything to be ashamed of; but you have this one plea: 

“Jesus only.” 

 

 Again: “The measure of the gift of Christ.” His holy Word is a wonderful 

gift. I do not just mean the letter of it (and that is a wonderful gift), but I mean 

that word which He has put in your heart to hope upon. There is a ‘measure’. 

In that word He has given you, there is sufficient ‘measure’ to carry you 

through the path for which that word was ordained. When our Lord said to the 

disciples, “Let us go over unto the other side,” there was a command in it. 

There was a word from almighty God in it and it brought them to the other 

side. It did not mean they would not have a storm – they had a terrible storm. 

It seemed they would never get to the other side. But get to the other side they 

did. That word stood good, did it not? Just like Paul with his word on board 

that ship about to make shipwreck: “God hath given thee all them that sail 

with thee.” And they did get to the land: “some on boards, and some on 

broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to 

land.” I thought, in the week, about those that clung to the boards. Some of us 

cannot swim. I am a person who cannot swim. If I had been in that boat, I 

would not have been able to swim to land. I would have had to cling to one of 

those boards. Is there one here this morning who feels they cannot swim in 

things spiritual? You keep sinking. Well, dear friend, that word God has given 

you, you cling to it. That will get you safe to land. That will not let you down. 

“The measure of the gift of Christ” – the word He has spoken. 

 

 Again: “The measure of the gift of Christ” in this: pardon in our souls. 

How we need it! “Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.” “Daughter, thy faith hath 
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made thee whole; go in peace.” Don’t we need that gift by the Holy Ghost? 

Isn’t it a wonderful ‘gift’ when He comes, and you feel anew what it is to 

have a cleansed conscience and a washed soul?  

 

  “Now if we search to find our sins, 

    Our sins can ne’er be found. 

                                                                               I. Watts 

 

Some of us hope we have known it once, or perhaps twice in our little lives, 

but would to God we knew it more in the heart felt experience of it - the blood 

of Jesus Christ feelingly cleansing us from all sin, leaving not a spot or a 

blemish! But what a great ‘measure’ we need to cover our poor, sinful heart, 

do we not? That is no small matter, is it? We want what the hymnwriter 

speaks of: 

 

“It rises high, and drowns the hills; 

  Has neither shore nor bound; 

Now if we search to find our sins, 

  Our sins can ne’er be found.” 

I. Watts 

 

Then: “The measure of the gift of Christ.” There is this: that willingness 

to walk in His ways: “Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy power.” 

That is a wonderful word. It means that the measure of grace shall be given 

you to walk in His ways, and to do as He bids you; to take up the cross daily, 

and follow Him. He does not leave His people to go a warfare at their own 

charges. When our soldiers go out to war, they expect the Ministry of Defence 

to supply their armoury and their needs. They do not have to go and buy their 

weapons, or whatever they have to take with them. Well, dear friends, when 

you go out to the spiritual warfare, the Lord provides the weapons, the helmet, 

the sword, the breastplate, the girdle, the shield of faith, and the shoes. All are 

provided by Him, and the strength to go with it. “Be strong in the Lord.” “Be 

strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.”  

 

 When we come down to die, how we will need this ‘measure’ there! 

Dying grace for a dying bed! We can think about a dying hour, can’t we? But 

to actually be there is a very, very different matter. This is dying grace. Godly 

Asaph said this, listen to it: “My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the 

strength of my heart, and my portion for ever.” That is dying grace. Now 



 15 

listen to Paul: “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” That is dying 

grace, as well. God grant that we may be given it. “But unto every one of us is 

given grace.” He has given grace at the beginning of the work, dear friends, 

and He will give grace right through to that last moment, until He takes you 

safe home to glory. “But unto every one of us is given grace according to the 

measure of the gift of Christ.” It is your greatest need. It comes through the 

blood of Jesus. It is from the covenant. Without it you can never be saved, but 

with it you must be saved.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


