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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day evening, 19th June, 2011 

 

   Text: “And I will make all My mountains a way, and My highways 

shall be exalted.” Isaiah 49, verse 11. 

 

 When it pleased Almighty God to create the heavens and the earth, 

and this world in particular, He could have made it what the 

geometrician would call a perfect sphere – no mountains, no valleys – 

just a smooth sphere. But, no, in His sovereign purposes and all-wise 

wisdom, He ordained that there should be mountains, valleys, crooked 

places, and rough places too. Dear friends, if the Creator saw fit that 

that should be so in His creation, it should not and must not surprise the 

child of God, that in his path here below there are mountains, valleys, 

crooked things and rough places. Yes, He could have made your way 

like a perfect sphere: so easy to walk in with no hindrances. But then 

there would be nothing to pray about, would there? You would not have 

anything to prove God as your God in. You would not have this 

promise in Holy Writ if there were no mountains and no valleys. So, it 

may be that one or more of you have come into the House of God, and 

your way is very mountainous: mountains of sin, perhaps; mountains of 

guilt, mountains of temptations, mountains of opposition, mountains of 

difficulty, mountains of disappointment. Perhaps there are deep valleys 

where there seems to be no light on your path. Nothing seems to 

dissipate the shadows that cross it. Well, dear friends, the Lord has left 

on record this promise for such: “And I will make all My mountains a 

way, and My highways shall be exalted.” 

 

 Now, there are two other Scriptures that run parallel with this which 

are equally precious. One is a prayer; a prayer that those of you who are 

in this path that I am hinting at this evening should be glad of. “Oh that 

Thou wouldest rend the heavens, that Thou wouldest come down, that 

the mountains might flow down at Thy presence.” That is what is 

needed if our text is to be fulfilled: His presence. Your presence does 

not make the mountain flow down, does it? No. It remains as high as 
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ever, and sometimes seems to grow even higher. But, if He but made 

His presence known and realised, you would find that that mountain 

would flow down in one way or another, and would no longer be a 

hindrance to you in the way. Rather, it would turn to be a blessing. Here 

is a prayer you can take home and pray about: “Oh that Thou wouldest 

rend the heavens, that Thou wouldest come down, that the mountains 

might flow down at Thy presence.” 

 

 Again, there is another word. Isaiah 40 speaks of “every valley” and 

“every mountain.” “Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain 

and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and 

the rough places plain.” That is the God of our text, and friends, it is in 

His eternal purpose, not only that you should have mountains, but that 

He should deal with every one of them for you. Not just some of them – 

“every valley.” Not just some mountains – “every mountain.” Right 

down to that last mountain of death; or that last valley of death, we 

might say, in a different metaphor. Every mountain, every crooked 

thing and every rough place that a child of God comes into: “I will 

make” He says, “a way.” Bless God for these exceeding great and 

precious promises which suit those who are wrestling on towards 

heaven tonight, “’gainst storm, and wind and tide.” 

 

 Just a word about the context: I have said many times before that 

God has not haphazardly put verses where they are. When the Holy 

Ghost guided the pen of holy men of old, Scripture was written in such 

a way that its context was to have a bearing upon the interpretation of 

the Word. What is the context to our verse? Well, there is a double 

context. The more immediate one was the promise that Israel would be 

restored from captivity in due season, remembering that in Isaiah’s day 

they had not yet gone into captivity. He was prophesying of events that 

would take place two hundred or more years later. But, the captivity 

had been prophesied. It was decreed. No doubt this chapter would have 

been taken down into Babylon by the captives as they went with their 

weeping, their sorrow and their tears. The godly would read it; and here 

is a promise: they would return. The lawful captive would be delivered. 

They would be delivered from those that contended with them, because 
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the Lord said: “I will make all My mountains a way.” 

 

No doubt there were literally many mountains between Babylon 

and Jerusalem. But the Lord says: ‘These will not be any hindrance to 

Me. These will not be any obstacle to My will.’ “They shall return,” 

and they did. All the hindrances that might have been in the way were 

removed. But, for those seventy years, those hindrances remained 

unmoveable, immovable: like your mountain at the moment. Why was 

that? Because God’s time had not come. Friends, you must wait God’s 

time in these matters. Israel had to wait until the seventy years were 

fulfilled. Before that, any move to try and return would have been met 

with fierce resistance by their captors. No doubt much blood would 

have been shed, and much unrest caused. For a season they had to 

humble themselves under the mighty hand of God: until God’s time 

came. When God’s time did come, He moved the heart of Cyrus to 

allow them, permit them, even command them, to return. God did it. 

God opened the doors. That word was fulfilled: “I will go before thee, 

and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of 

brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron,” and it was done. 

 

You can read in the Book of Ezra and the Book of Nehemiah of 

how Israel returned, and of how the Lord went before them in the 

rebuilding of the temple and the walls of Jerusalem. They were re-

established once more as a nation. “Is any thing too hard for the 

LORD?” When the Lord begins to work, He says: “I will work, and who 

shall let it?” (margin reading: “turn it back?”). Who shall hinder it? 

Many will try to hinder it, but, dear friends, those hindrances will fade 

away like the chaff before the wind when God begins to work. This 

promise here in our text was something to encourage the captives that 

the day would come when God would open the prison door, God would 

loose their chains, God would move hearts on their behalf, and God 

would set before them “an open door” that no man could shut. This is 

the God of our text; “the mighty God of Jacob,” as this very chapter 

ends with that glorious declaration concerning Him: “the mighty One of 

Jacob.” 
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But secondly, this word has a much wider interpretation. It speaks 

about the ingathering of the Church of Christ to Himself from all 

quarters – north, south, east and west – Jews and Gentiles, to the 

heavenly Jerusalem; that place we sometimes sing of; that heavenly 

Zion. “And they shall come.” The Lord will make the way for them to 

come, and they will be brought in God’s own time and way. On the 

Day of Pentecost we see how this word was beginning to be fulfilled 

for the Gentile as well as for the Jew, and, ever since, God has been 

making His mountains a way; His highways have been exalted, and 

sinners have returned. They have been drawn by God – compelled by 

God – under covenant mercy, to come to the foot of the cross. “And I 

will make all My mountains a way, and My highways shall be exalted.” 

 

 But now we come to the third interpretation of it that may be a 

comfort to one or more of you here this evening; those of you who have 

difficulties to face in the way. Here is God’s promise concerning the 

way in which He has put you. I want you to notice first of all – and the 

language of the text is so instructive to us in this matter – it is God who 

will make the way. “And I will make all My mountains a way, and My 

highways shall be exalted.” Friends, it is God who will do it. God the 

Father, God the Son, God the Holy Ghost will put His blessed hand to 

the work, and will make a way where there seems to be no way. I think 

in that word ‘make’ we have the inference of creation: ‘I will create a 

way.’ At the moment it may seem that there is no way, whichever way 

you look: north, south, east or west. You may have tried a good many 

doors, as well, but they all seem to shut in your face. You want the 

Lord to create a way. That is what this means. “I will make” – ‘I will 

create a way’ – “I will make all My mountains a way, and My 

highways shall be exalted.” 

 

Again, it has this in it. This is one of God’s ‘shalls and wills’ of 

which good John Kent speaks: 

 
“Fenced with Jehovah’s shalls and wills, 

                            Firm as the everlasting hills.” 

J. Kent 



 5 

When God puts one of His ‘shalls’ or one of His ‘wills’ as a marker 

in your way, one thing is certain: neither earth nor hell can alter it. No. 

At the end of Romans 8 we read of how the dear apostle was led to look 

at the range of mountains in the way: affliction, persecution, things 

present, things to come. He makes a long list of things that seem to 

hinder God’s dear people. You can read of them near the end of that 

chapter. Listen to this: some of those things that seem to come in the 

way – tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, sword 

- and again: death, life, angels, principalities, powers, things present, 

things to come, height, depth, other creatures. All those things 

sometimes seem like mountains in the way. But the dear apostle says 

that none of them will be able to separate God’s people “from the love 

of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Believer, that mountain in 

your path this evening; you can be sure it has been put there; permitted 

to be there by divine love, and it will flow down. Love will make it 

flow down, and love will bring you safely through. You go to John 11, 

and read what the dear Saviour said concerning Martha, Mary and 

Lazarus. “Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.” He 

loved them. Then a great mountain arises in the way. Lazarus becomes 

sick, he dies and is buried. A great mountain for their faith to consider! 

But He made it “a way.” By the end of the chapter we find the 

mountain had completely flowed down before Him who is the 

Resurrection and the Life. He is the same today as He was then. He is 

the same God. He can do the same blessed things on behalf of His dear 

people. He says: “I will make all My mountains a way, and My 

highways shall be exalted.”  

 

But then, He also says this. They are “My mountains.” Here is 

judgment and mercy. The judgment is this: God has permitted you to 

come to what good John Bunyan called ‘Hill Difficulty.’ It has not 

come by chance. It has not come by mistake. It is not because you have 

mistaken the way, because there was some other way to bypass this 

mountain. No. The Lord has permitted it to come right into your path,  

and, although it towers over you as an insuperable object and obstacle, 

friends, remember it is there by God’s command. What a mountain it 

was to Paul, for example, that thorn in the flesh which God gave him! It 
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towered over the poor man. It seemed to threaten his very continuance 

as an apostle and as a preacher in the name of our Lord Jesus. But it 

was put there for a purpose. So we could go on. 

 

As soon as David is anointed to be the future king, mountain after 

mountain arises. Persecutions begin, all seeming to hinder. But God has 

permitted it; God has ordained it. Oh that you might be enabled this 

night to take that to heart and not kick against God’s dealing in the 

matter, remembering that ‘He knoweth the way that you take: when He 

hath tried you, you shall come forth as gold.’ There is a purpose for 

these mountains in the way; these obstacles, these iron bars and brazen 

gates. Oh for humility under it! “Humble yourselves therefore under the 

mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time: Casting all 

your care upon Him; for He careth for you.” 

 

So, on the one hand, there is judgment here. We need to 

acknowledge it and bow under it. 

 
“Compared with what my sins deserve, 

                          How easy are my pains!” 

A. Steele 

 

It has to be written over our mountains: “What I do thou knowest not 

now; but thou shalt know hereafter.” 

 

But then, there is mercy: “My mountains.” In other words: ‘They 

are not only Mine to permit to come in your way, but they are Mine to 

deal with.’ You cannot deal with them. I have often thought of good 

Joshua and that vast company of Israelites marching round Jericho. 

They walked round that big city no less than thirteen times, and every 

time they walked round, dear friends, it must have impressed them 

more and more: ‘These walls will never fall down at our behest. We 

cannot do it! How can walls that are forty feet thick fall down at our 

behest? No, if these walls are to fall down, God must do it!’ He may 

make you compass your mountain for a season to make you realise that 

God must remove it. Remember what the Lord eventually said to 
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Moses: “Ye have compassed this mountain long enough.” “Long 

enough.” Then they moved on. That is how God deals with His people. 

When He has taught them what the mountain was there to teach them: 

then, then they move on. 

 

 “I will make all My mountains a way.” ‘They are My mountains. 

Mine to manage, Mine to deal with, Mine to resolve, Mine to make the 

crooked straight and the rough plain, Mine to level into a plain Mine to 

exalt the valleys. They are Mine. They are My responsibility. The 

government shall be upon My shoulder, not yours. You stagger under 

it, you are crushed by it, you are oppressed by it. But listen: it is on My 

shoulder. It is in My hand.’ He says: “The cause that is too hard for 

you,” – and that is a mountain, isn’t it? Anything that is too hard for 

you and me becomes a mountain. I know some of us are apt to make 

mountains out of molehills, and make troubles larger than they really 

are. The good hymnwriter says: 
 

“Creatures of fear, we drag along, 

    And fear where no fear is.” 

Rozzell 
 

But we do come to those places where we really know not what to do. 

We cannot do anything about it. It is altogether beyond our wisdom and 

skill so to do, and God means it to be so. He says: ‘Then leave it to Me. 

Leave it to Me. Put it in My hands, and see what I can do with this great 

mountain.’ “Who art thou,” He says to Zerubbabel, “O great mountain? 

before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain.” Zerubbabel had a very 

great mountain. There was a decree that had been written back in 

Babylon that the Temple should not be built. The enemies were 

watching like hawks for any further stones being added to it. God’s 

people had grown weary of waiting. Instead, they spent their time 

building their houses, attending to their daily lives and forgetting the 

House of God that lay waste. Poor Zerubbabel’s faith was almost 

crushed. “Who art thou, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel thou 

shalt become a plain.” But how? “Not by might, nor by power, but by 

My spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.” That was how it was done. The 

Lord wonderfully moved the heart of the king down in Babylon to 
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reverse that decree. He moved the hearts of God’s people to begin to 

work, and He restrained the ungodly hatred of those who would have 

resisted the work. They could not touch it. God’s hand was in it; God’s 

time had come. 
 

“I will make all My mountains a way, and My highways shall be 

exalted.” There is nothing more precious to a child of God in a 

mountainous path than when they see their mountain taken in hand by 

their God: when the burden is lifted; when they walk out that beautiful 

word of Psalm 55: “Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and He shall 

sustain thee: He shall never suffer the righteous to be moved.” Has God 

ever lifted a burden for you? The burden of your sins - has He ever 

lifted that? The burden of temptation – has He ever lifted that? The 

burden of a wounded spirit, when things have gone wrong (as you 

think), and your poor spirit is bowed down under some reproach – has 

He ever lifted it with a sight of Jesus Christ and Him crucified? 

“Consider Him that endured such contradiction of sinners against 

Himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” Oh, friends! It is a 

wonderful thing when He lifts a burden with His presence; with a sweet 

smile of His face; with a sweet touch of His love; with some sweet 

endearing word. “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; 

for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will 

uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness.” “But now thus 

saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and He that formed thee, O 

Israel, Fear not:” – why not? – “for I have redeemed thee, I have called 

thee by thy name; thou art Mine.” 
 

 Now, look at the analogy. When a husband takes a wife, he takes 

her as she is: God’s provision for her. Under the Levitical law he took 

all her debts and all her wants, and they became his to manage. Well, 

dear friends, so it is in the spiritual sense. The heavenly Bridegroom, 

our Lord Jesus Christ, takes His bride to Himself with all her 

mountains, all her debts and all her bankruptcy. He says: ‘I will manage 

it: I will handle it.’ “Thy Maker is thine Husband; the LORD of hosts is 

his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the 

whole earth shall He be called.” Friend, may you see your mountain 
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lifted from your shoulders, lifted from your poor, aching mind and 

lifted from your poor, oppressed soul tonight. Like Manoah and his 

wife, may you look on while the “angel did wondrously”. “And I will 

make all My mountains a way, and My highways shall be exalted.” 
 

  I want to speak now, with God’s help, of one or two of the 

mountains that come in the way of God’s dear people. I mentioned just 

now of that mountain that Moses was eventually commanded to leave; 

the one he had compassed “long enough.” That was Mount Sinai. For a 

season, each of God’s dear people has to go to ‘Mount Sinai’ – some 

for longer than others. God is a sovereign in that. At ‘Mount Sinai’ they 

learn two impossibilities. Paul speaks of these two mountains in the 

former part of Romans 8. The first mountain is this: “What the law 

could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh.” There is a 

mountain. In what way is it a mountain? Well, there is a sinner who has 

contravened God’s holy law and invoked His just displeasure. 

Vengeance is now against that sinner. What the law cannot do is to 

excuse that sinner. It cannot pardon him; it cannot deliver him. All the 

sinner can do is acknowledge his sin and the law pronounce the curse. 

“Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things…to do them.” 

There is that sinner under the law, and here is that mountain. The law 

cannot let that sinner go, not as he stands in his own condition; guilty 

and fallen. Now, dear friends, have you known what that is? Do you 

hear the law demanding of you that perfect obedience? What a 

mountain it is! Thoughts, words and deeds have to be exactly pure in 

God’s holy sight: not just for a moment, but for a whole lifetime. What 

a mountain it is when the law brings that tally against you: of sins in 

thought, word and deed! The great tally of your mis-spent youth and 

life, and later on, possibly the sins of your profession as well, even after 

you were called by grace and perhaps had openly witnessed His dear 

name. Oh, friend, you have not ceased to be a sinner, have you? No, 

and at ‘Mount Sinai’ it says: “What the law could not do.” It has not got 

any hope for you. It cannot send a message of mercy. It cannot even 

raise an expectation for you! 

 

Later on, in the same chapter, there is another mountain which puts 
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a ‘nail in the coffin’, you might say. “They that are in the flesh cannot 

please God.” Not that it is difficult to please God in the flesh – they 

cannot. Nothing of the flesh pleases God and here you and I are, 

burdened with a body of flesh that is corrupt by nature and fallen in its 

spirit. We cannot please God in it. The good hymnwriter takes it up in 

hymn 144: 
 

“The more I strove against its power, 

    I sinned and stumbled but the more.” 

J. Cennick 
 

Oh, this great mountain! How can it be moved? You cannot move it. 

You can neither provide the obedience that the law demands nor can 

you provide the payment that the law demands, if indeed you are to be 

released from its just clutches and just imprisonment. But! “What the 

law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending 

His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin 

in the flesh: That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, 

who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 
 

    Now, poor, burdened soul who has dwelt “long enough” in that 

‘Mount Sinai’. “Ye have compassed this mountain long enough.” By 

God’s grace you have now learnt this solemn message: “without Me ye 

can do nothing.” “In my flesh, dwelleth no good thing.” To Calvary you 

must look, and not Sinai. There you see deliverance. There the 

mountains flow down at the presence of Emmanuel: He, who has 

obeyed God’s holy law. He, who has fulfilled it, magnified it and 

honoured it on behalf of poor sinners, giving the law its just due. It 

justly demands holiness, righteousness and uprightness. It demands it, 

and rightly so. It is not an unjust law. It is holy; it is spiritual; it is good, 

but you cannot obey it; you cannot satisfy it. So a precious Jesus came 

in that perfect tabernacle of His holy humanity to do the very thing that 

you, poor sinner, cannot do, though you have striven hard so to do. You 

must look out of self to Jesus, and there see what He did in making that 

mountain flow down with His beloved presence. 

 

Yes, and not only did He magnify the law in obedience, but He 
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also, bless His holy name, magnified it in payment. He paid every debt. 

Yes. If someone is bankrupt, their debt must be a tremendous mountain 

to them. You think of it! If someone has got a debt of several thousand 

pounds and has not got a penny to their name to pay it, it must hang like 

a millstone around their neck day and night: that, dear friends, is where 

you and I are, under the holy law of God. We are under the sentence of 

death according to that law. But here comes the dear Saviour on behalf 

of that guilty, condemned, convinced sinner. ‘I will pay the debt.’ He is 

worthy to pay it, He is able to pay it and He is ready to pay it. Yea, 

indeed, dear friends, He has already paid it when He cried at Calvary: 

“It is finished.” He has paid the debt. He has cleared it. “Comfort ye, 

comfort ye My people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to 

Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her 

iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD’S hand double 

for all her sins.” Oh, blessed Jesus, precious Jesus! He has dealt with 

those mountains. “And I will make all My mountains a way, and My 

highways shall be exalted.” May that be a word of encouragement to 

some poor, guilty sinner here tonight. There is a way in which that 

mountain of guilt can be removed. There is a way the law can be 

satisfied, and even be on your side. Go to Romans 8 again: “Who shall 

lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth. Who 

is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen 

again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh 

intercession for us.” “What shall we then say to these things? If God be 

for us, who can be against us?” Even that mountain of guilt cannot be 

against you. No. It is dealt with. “And I will make all My mountains a 

way, and My highways shall be exalted.” 
 

 Then, dear friends, there are those mountains that come into your 

pathway; that which good John Bunyan calls ‘Difficulty.’ I said at the 

outset that we would have liked the Lord to create the earth, as it were, 

like a smooth sphere. We would like it to be easy to walk around with 

no hindrances. But God, wisely, has not done so. After all, we need 

channels for the rivers to run in, do we not? And, dear friends, you 

would never know the channel of mercy were it not for these mountains 

in your path. Never! Now, what is your difficulty tonight? You do not 
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need me to tell you, do you? You know what it is – that which keeps 

you awake at night; that with which you have to groan before the Lord; 

that which you have asked Him to deal with; that matter which you 

have taken before the Lord with that prayer I mentioned just now: “Oh 

that Thou wouldest rend the heavens, that Thou wouldest come down,” 

‘that this mountain might flow down at Thy presence.’ ‘Lord, we know 

Thou canst do it. We know Thou canst.’ “With God all things are 

possible.” Whether it be a loved one you are burdened over, or your 

own soul or your body perhaps, your business, your tomorrow, your 

future, the day and hour of your death – that is a mountain to many. 

‘Now,’ says the dear Lord: “I will make all My mountains a way, and 

My highways shall be exalted.” Just as He made a way back from 

Babylon to Jerusalem in His own time and way, so He will do for you. 

“I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will 

break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron.” 

The Lord will do it. But He will have you pray about it. He will have 

you seek Him for it. He will have you look to Him to perform this great 

work. We read in Isaiah 45: “Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the 

ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.” “None else.” 
 

 So, what are you to do with your mountain tonight? Friends, you 

are to do what the Word of God bids you do with it: lay it at the feet of 

Jesus, and ask Him to deal with it in His own time and in His own way. 

He has all the wisdom. You go to Isaiah 9 and listen to the blessed 

names given to this glorious Person: “For unto us a Child is born, unto 

us a Son is given:” (that speaks of His humanity and His Godhead in 

one blessed Person) “and His name shall be called Wonderful, 

Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 

Peace.” You look at those blessed names. Do not they deal with your 

mountain? That word ‘Wonderful’ - that means He can do things 

beyond our understanding. 
 

       “Beyond thy utmost wants 

       His love and power can bless. 

              To praying souls He always grants 

      More than they can express.” 

J. Newton 
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Yes, He “is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 

think.” What a wonderful God He is! When He puts His hand to the 

work, you will stand amazed. You never thought your mountain could 

flow down in that way. Perhaps you had lain down a line for God to 

work in; tramlines for Him to operate in, but He has not done that, has 

He? He has taken a completely different way to bring it to pass, but He 

has done it, and you have looked on, like Manoah and his wife, while 

“the angel did wondrously.” “His name shall be called Wonderful.” 

That is a word especially for those who cannot see any way out; who 

feel that a way needs to be created, because it is so hedged up and you 

are so hedged in. Nothing short of a miracle can bring you out of it. 

“His name shall be called Wonderful.” 

 

“The mighty God.” I was very struck as we read the very last words 

of this chapter. Did you notice as we read it? “All flesh shall know that 

I the LORD am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of 

Jacob.” “The mighty One of Jacob.” He is Almighty, and, friends, He 

has the power to deal with your mountain as none other has: 

 
 “He holds all nature in His hand; 

   That gracious hand on which I live 

      Does life, and time, and death command,                                                    

And has immortal joys to give.” 

A. Steele 

 

He is the mighty God of Jacob. 

 

You think of what a mountain it was to the Church when Peter was 

taken prisoner. James had already been beheaded, and Herod thought 

he could do what he liked with the Church of Christ. But he could not. 

We read: “But prayer was made without ceasing of the Church unto 

God for him.” What a mountain it was! He was in the tightest prison 

that Herod could provide - an inner door, an outer door - barred and 

locked; sixteen soldiers in shifts, four at a time guarding him day and 

night; bound with two chains between, to two of them; two at the door. 

Friends, it was an impossibility! It was an insuperable mountain to 
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those poor, weak believers. 

 
    “In themselves as weak as worms,  

How can poor believers stand, 

         When temptations, foes, and storms, 

     Press them close on every hand? 

 

    Weak, indeed, they feel they are, 

          But they know the Throne of Grace; 

      And the God who answers prayer, 

           Helps them when they seek His face. 

 

     Wrestling prayer can wonders do; 

Bring relief in deepest straits! 

        Prayer can force a passage through 

Iron bars and brazen gates.” 

J. Newton 

 

God had the key to Peter’s prison, and to his chains. He has the key to 

yours, as well. “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be 

free indeed.” The prison gates will yield before you, as they did before 

Peter. He came to each gate and it opened as he reached it. God did it. 

“The mighty God.” “With God all things are possible.”  

 

 Then we have another name: “the everlasting Father.” Just one 

word about that; listen: “Your Father knoweth what things ye have need 

of, before ye ask Him.” In other words, your way is not unknown to 

Him. As a loving Father He is watching your path carefully and 

minutely. Yes, we read at the end of Isaiah 40: “But they that wait upon 

the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as 

eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not 

faint.” Why? Because “the eye of the Lord is upon them.” “Why sayest 

thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, my way is hid from the LORD, 

and my judgment is passed over from my God?” It has not. It is not in 

anyone else’s hands but your God’s. Oh, to be able to realise that this 

evening hour! This “everlasting Father,” with everlasting love, is 

watching over your path from beginning to end. 
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 Then; “the Prince of Peace.” We just have two places to go to for 

that. One, the Galilean lake, with water pouring into that boat and our 

Lord standing up with such blessed authority: “Peace, be still.” Friends, 

those winds and waves knew their Master. “There was a great calm.” 

Some of us have proved that. We have known the Lord to do it in a 

moment. I mean that – in a moment! One moment racked with fear, 

temptation and dread. Everything seemed wrong; then the Lord spoke. 

In a moment the waves had gone. The winds had ceased. Light had 

dawned. “This is the way, walk ye in it,” was said. The devil could no 

longer hinder. Friends, when He commands a peace, I tell you, neither 

man nor devil can make trouble. 

 

Then again: “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 

unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall 

keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” “And I will make all 

My mountains a way, and My highways shall be exalted.” Our text 

speaks of the future. It speaks of your present path. The mountains are 

in the present tense, aren’t they? But it tells you what the Lord is going 

to do with them, and here is a word for you to plead; here is a word for 

you to lay before Him; here is a word for you to say: ‘Lord, it does say, 

and Thou hast saidst it! I am a poor sinner needing Thee to prove 

Thyself faithful in it.’ “And I will make all My mountains a way, and 

My highways shall be exalted.” 

 

One last thought. You look at verse 13. “Sing, O heavens; and be 

joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O mountains.” The very 

things that opposed you and got in the way! How could mountains 

break forth into singing? Why, when the Lord sanctifies the path and 

gives you deliverance you will thank God for the mountain. You will 

bless His holy name for leading you in such a way that made His arm 

bare on your behalf. “O mountains: for the LORD hath comforted His 

people, and will have mercy upon His afflicted.” But, in the next verse, 

poor Zion says: ‘My mountain is still there.’ You may go away tonight 

and say, ‘Yes, but my mountain is still there.’ Listen: “But Zion said, 

The LORD hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. Can a 
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woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion 

on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. 

Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands; thy walls are 

continually before Me. Thy children shall make haste; thy destroyers 

and they that made thee waste shall go forth of thee.” 

                                                                       
“This God is the God we adore 

       Our faithful, unchangeable Friend; 

          Whose love is as large as His power, 

             And neither knows measure nor end.” 

J. Hart 

 

Amen. 


