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 Text: “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 

my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.” Psalm 23, 

verse 6. 

 
 God’s servant, David, writes here from a twofold experience. He had 

literally been a shepherd. He understood the needs of sheep; the flock. There 

is no doubt that we can read in this very Psalm of the skill God had given him 

in understanding the needs of a flock of sheep, which, in the day and in the 

land in which David lived, was a very, very close bond. You never saw a 

flock without their shepherd. They were always together; day and night, 

summer and winter. A wonderful type of our Lord Jesus Christ who hath said: 

“I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” 

 
 But then, of course, David was not only writing by divine inspiration out 

of his own experience, but he was writing as one of the sheep. I wonder how 

many of us, as we read this well-known Psalm this morning, read it as one of 

the sheep. That is a very important thing, for the blessings of our text refer to 

the sheep, not the goats. So, it is a very important principle to establish what is 

it that makes a sheep in Christ’s fold? For He is the Good Shepherd, the One 

that David speaks of in blessed anticipation in the first verse: “The LORD is 

my Shepherd.” That fourth word ‘my’ (we may have reason to speak of it 

again in a moment) is the most important word. In a sense it is like the door 

into the text; the door into the Psalm. The Lord Jesus Christ said: “I am the 

door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, 

and find pasture.” 

 

 Now, the Lord Jesus Christ gives us two, or perhaps three, especial marks 

of the sheep. He speaks of them in John 10 through His servant John; that 

wonderful sermon preached in the ears of His disciples. The first mark He 

gives of the sheep is this: they “hear My voice.” If I was to go to a flock of 

sheep on the Marlborough Downs, they would not listen to me at all. The 

reason being: they would not know me. They would be more likely to run 

away on hearing my voice. But, should the shepherd go, they would go to 

him. They would recognize him, and, no doubt, congregate around him quite 
readily. Well, so it is with the dear people of God. They know the voice of the 
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Good Shepherd. They hear His voice; not just with the outward ear, but they 

understand it and they love it. It is a voice above all other voices to them. 

Their ear has been opened by almighty God to hear it. You may say, ‘But 

where do we hear the voice of the Good Shepherd?’ 

 

First of all, it is in His Holy Word. “He that hath an ear, let him hear what 

the Spirit saith unto the churches.” What has the Spirit said unto the 

Churches? It is in this holy Book before us – the holy Word of God. Have you 

an ear for the Word of God? And when I say that, have you a submissive ear 

to it? Do you open its pages seeking grace to fall under its truths, its reproofs, 

its directions and its encouragements? Are you humbled under this mighty 

hand of God in the mighty Word of God? This is very important; it is one of 

the marks of the sheep. Many of us can remember the years when the Word of 

God had no effect upon us. We heard good sermons, we read the Word and 

had it read in our ears, but it did not change our hearts; it did not change our 

lives. It had no effect on the way we lived. But when God opened our ears to 

hear the voice of the Good Shepherd; we then read the Word of God in a 

different way. In fact, I would say this: it began to read us, and when the 

Word of God begins to read you, (and you feel it) you are one of those who 

are hearing in the way that the Good Shepherd speaks of. 

 

 Another way in which the Good Shepherd speaks is in His gospel; that 

glorious proclamation of Truth. Of course, this is preceded by the knowledge 

of sin, and the precious and vital knowledge that under the holy law of God 

we have no hope whatsoever, unless we are led by that same voice to Calvary, 

and see the answer to the sinner’s need flowing in the wounds of Jesus! 

 
The sheep are those who know the gospel. Yes, they have heard the law, 

they know the vital necessity of understanding it, but their hope is in the 

gospel. We may say it is in the Good Shepherd, of whom it is said: “I lay 

down My life for the sheep.” “No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of 

Myself.” 

 

 The voice of the Good Shepherd may also be heard in His dealings with 

us. It is a mark of a sheep to understand what God is doing in His dealings 

with us. When a door remains shut that we want opening, we kick at it, and 

wonder why ever it does not open. There is a voice in it! The Good Shepherd 

is speaking. What is He saying? “Sit still.” ‘Be still a moment, and wait My 

time.’ That is what He is saying. There may be a voice in affliction. “It is 
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good for me that I have been afflicted,” said the psalmist, “that I might learn 

Thy statutes.” You might say, ‘Could not God teach me His statutes in some 

other way?’ It is not for you to quarrel with the way God leads His sheep. 

Yours is to follow; whether it be in affliction, bereavement, disappointment or 

discouragement; or whether it be the still waters or the green pastures. He 

makes no mistakes. Oh, to watch the hand of God in providence! As the godly 

Puritans used to say: ‘He that watches the hand of providence will never lack 

a providence to watch.’  

 
 These then, are some of the things in which we may hear the voice of the 

Good Shepherd. I add one more: His ordinances; they are a voice.  

 

    “Hear the blest Redeemer call you; 

      Listen to His gracious voice; 

      Dread no ills that can befall you, 

      While you make His ways your choice.” 

J. Fawcett 

 

May God the Holy Ghost work in many a heart like that, causing them to hear 

the Good Shepherd calling His sheep in the way of His commands: “If ye love 

Me, keep My commandments.” The sheep love the Shepherd: that is why they 

are found following. 

 

 The second mark of the sheep is that they are known of the Good 

Shepherd. When we say that, we mean He knows the number of them, He 

knows their names, He knows their nature and He knows their needs. All is 

wonderfully known; perfectly known by the Good Shepherd. That is a 

wonderfully comforting truth, especially when the way is rough and difficult, 

and we cannot understand God’s dealings. Dear Job had great comfort when 

he could say: “But He knoweth.” You may know very little this morning 

about the way you are in. There may be many question marks about it: many 

‘ifs’, ‘buts’ and ‘hows’ may be raised by unbelief and the devil in your heart 

and mine. But, dear friends: “He knoweth.” There is your comfort: “Your 

Father knoweth.” “Your heavenly Father knoweth,” and if He knows, then 

surely it is your wisdom (and mine too) to leave the outcome of these dark 

paths with Him. “He knoweth the way that I take: when He hath tried me, I 
shall come forth as gold.” 

 
But, there is love in that knowledge. You young children, you go to 
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school, and there are certain lessons you do like and some you do not like. 
You know a bit about the ones you do not like, but you cannot say you love 

the things you are being told. But friends, the knowledge that the Good 

Shepherd has of His sheep is a loving knowledge. It is a knowledge that 

proceeds from everlasting love: loved “ere time began.” “Yea, I have loved 

thee with an everlasting love..” He says to Jeremiah, “..therefore with 

lovingkindness have I drawn thee.” Oh, the wonders of the love that there is in 

the knowledge God has of His sheep! Do you think, dear friends, when He 

sees that His sheep have need, because His love is so great, do you think He 

will let them lack? No wonder David said: “I shall not want.” ‘The love of 

God to His sheep forbids me to think that He will leave me lacking what I feel 

to need, and what I truly need in God’s sight.’ 

 
One further mark of a sheep; see if you can come in here: ‘They know 

Me.’ You say, ‘well, my prayer is “That I may know Him.” Blessed, 

wonderful privilege! Keep praying that prayer, dear friend. Pray it every day. 

It is a wonderful prayer. But those who pray that prayer know a little already. 

You say, ‘How do you know that?’ Because there is something sweetly 

attractive in the knowledge of Christ that is drawing their heart after Him. It is 

as we read in the Song of Solomon; this was really the desire of that one: 

“Tell me, O Thou whom my soul loveth, where Thou feedest, where Thou 

makest Thy flock to rest at noon.” Why was she praying like that? There was 

an attraction in her heart for the Shepherd and for the sheep. She wanted to 

know more of that love. What was the answer? “If thou know not, O thou 

fairest among women, go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock, and feed 

thy kids beside the shepherds’ tents.” Where are the footsteps of the flock? 

Where the Good Shepherd has been; they are the footsteps of the flock. 

“Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His 

steps.” “His steps.” 

 
Perhaps you say, ‘I wish I could see more of the Good Shepherd Himself.’ 

Well, just see where His little flock are treading. When there was that great 

secession from the Church of Scotland many, many years ago (when what 

became the Free Church separated from the Church of Scotland) many of the 

godly were simple-minded folk who did not altogether understand the issue. 

But they followed this principle: what were the godly doing? Those who were 

most spiritually minded: where were they going? Many came out on that one 

principle: they followed the godly, and they thanked God that they did, as 

well, for He blessed them in so doing. So, perhaps you cannot trace the steps 
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of the Good Shepherd as clearly as you would like to this morning, but see 

where He is leading the godly. See which way He is leading the sheep, and be 

found in those footsteps. May you soon find the Good Shepherd for your 

soul’s satisfaction. 

 
But it also brings to mind this thought: how careful those of us who are 

professing to be sheep should be in our walk, lest by a careless walk, an 

indifferent walk or a loose walk we should be a snare to a seeking child of 

God. Oh, do remember what a solemn thing it is to profess the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ! It is a very solemn thing. It is also a wonderful privilege, 

but, dear friends, a most solemn privilege too. Others who long to be sheep 

may be watching you, and how solemn if you or I should be a stumbling block 

to them in the way that we behave; what we do, how we act in this dying 

world. It might be said: ‘Well, the godly seem to be doing this.’ The godly are 

not always in a right spirit, are they? It comes right back to this: is this where 

the Good Shepherd is leading? We have, then, this point: the sheep and the 

Shepherd. 

 
But now I want to come to our text, because it is a very wonderful text. 

The good psalmist, having traced out the way of the sheep, comes to the end 

of the journey. He has a most blessed prospect: “Surely goodness and mercy 

shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the 

LORD for ever.” I want, just for a few moments this morning, to examine why 

this godly man was so sure that these two things, goodness and mercy, would 

follow him all the days of his life. It was not presumption, it was not a blind 

trust, in that sense. It was a “surely” that was forged out of the experiences 

that the dear psalmist had had by following the Good Shepherd. He had 

proved Him. “Prove Me now herewith,” we read in Malachi, “saith the LORD 

of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a 

blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” David says in 

another one of his Psalms: “O taste and see that the LORD is good:” that is 

prove Him: “blessed is the man that trusteth in Him.” David is saying: ‘I have 

proved Him.’ Like that godly woman who wrote ‘T&P’ by those parts of 

God’s Word that she had tried and proved: can you write it by this Psalm? 

 
Now, you will know that in Bible lands the shepherd goes before the 

sheep. In other words, he never calls upon them to take any step that he has 

not trodden before. But a question might enter your heart: ‘What about those 

at the back? Are they not rather vulnerable if the shepherd is at the front? 
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What about those at the rear, those finding it hard to keep up, those little ones 

following the ewes, perhaps? Is there not a vulnerable case here? Is there any 

care for them?’ Yes. It is in our text: “Goodness and mercy” rounds up the 

sheep from behind. These are what one godly man called ‘the two sheepdogs’ 

that God has ordained to keep the flock together, and to keep them following 

our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. “Goodness and mercy,” and let me tell 

you this, those of you who seem to be following feelingly afar off – you who 

would be much closer, but feel you are yet afar off– God has as much care for 

those sheep at the rear of the flock as those who are following right close to 

the Good Shepherd. We should seek more closeness, do not mistake me: “My 

soul followeth hard after Thee,” says the good psalmist and may we do that. 

But, do not think that God’s care for those who are at the back is any less than 

for those who are, perhaps, favoured with closer communion with Him. He 

loves all His sheep: they all cost Him His precious blood, for all of them He 

laid down His lovely life, for all of them He intercedes in glory above and 

every one of them, without exception, will prove this verse to be true: they 

“will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.” But, sometimes, dear friends, 

He knows how to send these two sheepdogs: ‘Goodness and Mercy,’ to bring 

you to a closer walk, to bring you nearer the Good Shepherd in your walk. 

That is a great mercy, even though it may mean affliction, bereavement, 

discouragement or disappointment. If it makes you a more ardent follower of 

the Good Shepherd it has done you no harm, however painful to your flesh 

and humbling to your pride it may have been.  

 

“Surely”. Now, why is David so sure? There are two other ‘surelys’ in 

God’s holy Word which tell us why it is. First of all, we have this: “Surely He 

hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows.” “Of whom speaketh the 

prophet this? of himself, or of some other Man?” Why, he speaks of our Lord 

and Saviour, that great Shepherd of the sheep. Remember the other verse in 

Isaiah 53: “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to 

his own way…” – there is the wandering sheep, the wayward sheep, the 

backward sheep, the backsliding sheep. Yes, “…and the LORD hath laid on 

Him the iniquity of us all.” In the week before the night of the Passover, a 

lamb was taken from the flock. It was separated out, awaiting the Passover 

day when it would be slain. In that one sense, the lamb saved the rest of the 

flock from the knife and death: and so the dear Saviour, the Good Shepherd, 

becomes the dear Lamb of God and takes the place of His sheep in all that 

they deserve as wretched, wandering, wayward rebels of sheep that they are. 

He says: ‘Lay the burden on Me.” 



 7 

 

“Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did 

esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.” “Our griefs.” What is the 

greatest grief of the sheep? It is their sins. They have other griefs as well, and 

the Good Shepherd knows that. But the deepest grief they have is their sins: 

the guilt of them, the iniquity of them, the shame of them. But, when you see: 

“He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows”, you can see a wonderful 

thing here. Here we see sin imputed to the Good Shepherd; the sins of the 

sheep imputed to the Good Shepherd. “Surely He hath borne our griefs, and 

carried our sorrows.” Oh, the wonder of it! The love in it, that the Good 

Shepherd should be so willing to do so. “Behold the Lamb of God, which 

taketh away the sin of the world.” So, there is the ‘surely’ of sin imputed from 

the sheep to the Shepherd, a blessed certainty: “For He hath made Him to be 

sin for us, who knew no sin.” 

 
But then there is another ‘surely’ that you read of in Isaiah’s prophecy: 

“Surely, shall one say, in the LORD have I righteousness and strength.” There 

you see the righteousness of the Good Shepherd imputed to the sheep, 

transferred from the Shepherd to the sheep. “In the LORD have I righteousness 

and strength.” In Isaiah 53 you see sin imputed from the sheep to the 

Shepherd. In Isaiah 45 you see the righteousness of the Shepherd imputed to 

the sheep, transferred to the sheep. David knew these things by divine faith 

and prophecy. He said, ‘Because of these two blessed things, surely it must be 

so.’ “Goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.” Those two 

other ‘surelys’ are what we might call the ‘foundation stone’ of our text. It 

rests on it. Were they not true, there would be no certainty in our text 

whatsoever. But, oh! Dear flock of Christ this morning; those in the flock, 

however weak and feeble you may be, those two ‘surelys’ stand certain for the 

whole of the flock in all time and in all eternity. “Surely.” 

 

There are three other reasons founded on that foundation as to why 

goodness and mercy shall follow God’s dear people. They are all in the 

subject of the Psalm. First of all, it is because of the relationship between the 

Shepherd and the sheep. I have told you many times that the fourth word in 

the Psalm is the most important one. “The LORD is my Shepherd.” That is why 

I read those beautiful words in Luke 1, where the virgin Mary spoke so 

wonderfully about the coming Saviour, whom she was to bear so 

miraculously, as her own true and proper child. You will remember that she 

said: “My spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.” There was a personal 
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relationship. It is an unbreakable relationship. The bond between the Shepherd 

and the sheep was forged ‘ere time began in the covenant of grace. Nothing 

can break it. Now when the Holy Ghost creates in the sinner’s heart that 

hunger and thirst after righteousness and imparts the new birth: the 

incorruptible seed of the Word; there is then a bond, experimentally, brought 

into union with God in Christ Jesus that neither death, nor hell, nor sin can 

ever break. Rather than that bond be broken, the Lord Jesus Christ went to 

Calvary, and there, all that could be hurled against that bond was hurled 

against the Good Shepherd. Oh! The malice of Satan, the opposition of this 

dying world and the fickleness of His saints at that time, as well as the 

outpouring of His Father’s wrath against the sins of His Church! But friends, 

all that could not and did not break the bond. Nothing can break it. Oh, this 

blessed word ‘my!’ ‘Oh,’ says David, ‘it cannot be broken! Goodness and 

mercy must surely follow me, because of this unbreakable bond.’ Now, have 

you that bond with the Good Shepherd? That is the great question before you 

and me this morning. This text belongs to those who are in union with the 

Lamb. 

 

             “In union with the Lamb, 

From condemnation free.” 

J. Kent 

 
That is the one to whom the text belongs. Does it belong to you? Does it 

belong to me? May we be greatly concerned before God to know it: ‘Tell me, 

Lord. Tell me I am one of Thy sheep. Speak to me as one of Thy sheep. 

Confirm I am in the fold of Christ, though I may be that last hoof that will not 

be left behind.’ It is the faithfulness of God in this covenant: “my Shepherd.” 

 

 The second thing is this: the faithfulness of God throughout this Psalm, in 

all the different circumstances. Yes, there were and there are green pastures, 

although good John Bunyan said when he came to that plain called ‘Ease’ that 

he got over it quickly. Samuel Rutherford says, ‘God has not promised us two 

heavens.’ We thank God for those moments when we have quietness for a 

little while. We bless His holy name for it. But you must not expect it to be 

forever. You are in a battle zone, child of God. There are many enemies. Soon 

you will find need of your armour, and for the Good Shepherd to be at your 

side. Thank Him for the green pastures of His holy Word and for the gospel; 

“the still waters.” We thank Him for it. But, there are still “the paths of 

righteousness” and “the valley of the shadow of death”. There is the presence 
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of your enemies. But, through all those changing scenes and circumstances, 

God remains faithful. He is not changed by any of the changes that 

accompany the pathway of the sheep. Some of us who have been in the way 

(we humbly trust) for many years have had many changes; many different 

chapters. But one thing we can say: God has remained faithful. “Jesus Christ 

the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” He has not changed. All the 

changes are in us and what fickle creatures we are! But: 

 

        “Whom once He loves He never leaves, 

          But loves him to the end.” 

J. Hart 

 

David says: ‘Well, if this is the case – whatever changes may yet come in my 

life; whatever trouble there may be around the next corner – one thing I am 

sure of: God will remain faithful.’ “He is faithful that promised.” 

 

 The third reason why David was so sure these things would follow him is 

inferred to in the last four words of verse 3: “for His name’s sake.” In other 

words, the honour of almighty God is at stake in this matter. If He failed to 

bring one of His sheep home at last, His honour would be impugned, and His 

throne would be shaking. But friends, His honour is at stake in this great 

matter. He will not lose one of His sheep. The covenant has ordained this; the 

blood of Christ has ratified it. One good man said: 

 

“His honour and His name’s at stake, 

  To save me from the burning lake.” 

E. Mote 

 
This is a wonderful strength that through the word ‘surely’ the honour and 

glory of God is at stake in the matter. That is why David was so sure. “Surely” 

he says, ‘it is for God’s honour and glory it should be so’  “goodness and 

mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of 

the LORD for ever.” 

 
 Let us look, for a moment, at the two ‘sheepdogs’ that God has ordained 

should follow the Shepherd’s little flock. Gathering them up, keeping them 

and moving them on when they sometimes might want to stand still. What is 

God’s goodness? As I pondered this in meditation over the days that preceded 

our service this morning, my mind went to Exodus 33. There we have dear 
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Moses, who was in a very difficult path. The people, over whom God had 

placed him, had behaved very badly; they had fallen into idolatry and the 

tables of stone had been broken by Moses. God was angry; there seemed to be 

a frown on His countenance. God had bid Moses depart and take the people 

onwards. But Moses could not bear that word “depart.” It seemed to infer that 

God would not go with him. So he goes up the mount to plead with God and 

he says this: “For wherein shall it be known here that I and Thy people have 

found grace” – note that word – “grace in Thy sight? is it not in that Thou 

goest with us?” And the Lord had answered that very wonderfully: “My 

presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest.” We have something 

else, as well. Notice how Moses says this: ‘Lord, they are Thy people. This 

people Thou hast given me are Thine. They are not mine; they are Thine.’ He 

puts the matter back in the hands of the great Shepherd, as it were, he being 

but the under-shepherd. And the Lord gave him that wonderful promise: “I 

will make all My goodness pass before thee.” This implies to me that one 

interpretation of the word ‘goodness’ is the word ‘grace’. God giving to His 

dear people what they do not deserve, that is grace: God’s favour; that favour 

that the psalmist speaks of:. “Remember me, O LORD, with the favour that 

Thou bearest unto Thy people.” 

 
     “Thy favour all my journey through, 

           Thou art engaged to grant; 

         What else I want, or think I do, 

      ’Tis better still to want.” 

W. Cowper 

 

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life” 

 

 Last week we saw some very heavy showers, and we have seen the clouds 

with the sun behind them; the silver lining. That is another part of it. 

 

     “Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 

       The clouds ye so much dread 

       Are big with mercy, and shall break 

        In blessings on your head.” 

W. Cowper 

 

There is a silver lining around those clouds. How many of God’s people have 

found a hospital ward, for example, to be a place of blessing, or a path of 
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bereavement to be a place where they especially felt God’s gracious presence! 

Or when they were at wit’s end corner; when everything seemed against them, 

the Lord appeared for them. They could see His goodness so clearly that they 

stood amazed, like Manoah and his wife. “Surely goodness and mercy shall 

follow me.” It is goodness in God’s account when He sends a thorn in the 

flesh. It is a goodness in His account. You say: ‘It does not sound very good. 

A thorn in the flesh! Something to bring pain and awkwardness in our 

circumstances?’ Friend, there is lots of goodness in it. Paul would never have 

had that promise: “My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made 

perfect in weakness,” had not God sent the thorn. He could not have had the 

promise without the thorn, could he? He would not have experienced the 

goodness without the felt want of it. It was the thorn that made him feel the 

need of it. It was the thorn that made him feel the need of grace, the need of 

strength, the need of wisdom, the need of humility and the need of patience. 

Every day it had exposed his lack of it, but the lack drove him to God for 

more grace: God’s goodness. 

 
     “Thy judgments are too deep 

       For reason’s line to sound. 

       Thy tender mercies to thy sheep 

       No bottom know, nor bound.” 

J. Hart 

 

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life” “The 

LORD is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and He knoweth them that 

trust in Him.” One thing is certain, dear friend: the Lord is good. Whatever 

your path is this morning, the Lord is good. “All things work together for 

good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His 

purpose.” 

 

 But, what about the word “mercy”? You will need that. We are, by nature, 

wandering sheep. How soon we stray! Mercy is for those who have strayed. It 

is not for the righteous. Mercy does not mean anything to those who have not 

sinned or erred. Mercy is to those who have sinned; who have erred. The 

sheep of God’s fold often feel they need mercy. Indeed, one good man said:  

 

“Without Thy sweet mercy I could not live here.” 

J. Stocker 
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How true that is! It follows us all the days of our life. Whatever darkness may 

becloud us; whatever sins may come upon our conscience, as sometimes they 

do, whatever need there is for repentance: there is always His blessed mercy 

to be pleading.  

 

    “Mercy, through blood, I make my plea; 

      O God, be merciful to me!” 

S. Medley 

 

You will not outgrow your need of mercy till your dying breath. Even in your 

dying breath you will need mercy. But then, you will prove the fulness of it in 

glory above. “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 

life.” “Goodness”: God giving what we do not deserve, “Mercy”: God sparing 

us from what we do deserve! May the goodness of God lead us to repentance, 

broken-heartedness and a closer walk following the Good Shepherd. 

 
 Then it says: “…shall follow me all the days of my life.” The one point I 

want to make here is this: all those days are ordered, whether they be days of 

sorrow or joy, light or darkness, difficulty or ease, health or sickness, 

bereavement or addition in your family. All are ordained by your God: “All 

the days of my life.” Some of us can look back over many days, and we have 

proved our text. But you may fear the days that may lie ahead, you say: ‘How 

am I going to do?’ Friends, “as thy days, so shall thy strength be.” As your 

need, so your supply will be; as your want, so will the Good Shepherd come 

to your aid, “All the days.” There will be no lack, wherever you go. If you 

need wisdom, it will be given. Strength will be given, grace will be given. 

Providential blessing will be given as you need it. God’s people do not lack in 

that respect. True, their covetous minds sometimes go further than God has 

intended. God is the One who determines what you need, and He is the best 

Interpreter of it. May God give us contentment with our path: “Godliness with 

contentment is great gain,” “And having food and raiment let us be therewith 

content.” You can be sure the Good Shepherd knows what is best for you, and 

for me. Sometimes we have had to prove that when He has shut a door, or 

crossed one of our projects – as you were singing just now [289]. The Good 

Shepherd had some better thing for us and we have blessed Him for that better 

thing, as well! We had reason to thank God for it; that He took what we 

coveted so much, from us, and gave us something much better. Oh, bless His 

holy name! 
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“All the days of my life”; even that last day, when we must leave this 

mortal frame, launch into worlds unknown and stand before the Judgment 

Throne. Even then, goodness and mercy will not fail God’s people. They 

“have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” ‘Now,’ says 

the good psalmist, ‘if goodness and mercy is shepherding me along; herding 

me along, as it were; keeping me moving Godward and heavenward, what 

will the end be? “And I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.” Here is 

the prospect for God’s dear sheep. 

 
Just look at the analogy for a moment. During the day, the sheep were 

following the shepherd. Often he was out of sight, especially to those who 

were at the back of the flock when they were going through “the valley of the 

shadow of death.” They had to go single file through that valley; just as you 

will have to die, one at a time. But, when they came through that valley and, 

eventually, got home to the fold, there they were all within the fold with the 

shepherd with them. They could all see him then, they could all enjoy his 

presence, all feel the benign smile of him, I speak literally, for a moment. 

How much more so spiritually! 

 

What is it, then, to be “in the house of the LORD for ever”? It is to be 

where Jesus is. That is what it is: that is heaven. It is to see the Good Shepherd 

with our eyes, face to face. It is to see Him, whom God the Father has set 

forth to be the propitiation for sin; to see those wounds in His dear hands, and 

feet and side and to praise a Triune God to all eternity for such a provision for 

poor sinners. Oh, what it must be to be in the house of the LORD for ever! The 

house of the LORD, here below, should be a type of it. But we are poor 

sinners, we are not a perfect Church or congregation, by any means and you 

have not got a perfect pastor. But there is perfection in glory above, blessed 

perfection. It is all in Christ. 

 
The Church here below is not less loved by Him than the Church above. 

They are all one in His dear purposes. The Church triumphant have gained the 

victory; the Church militant are seeking to gain it, and will gain it by God’s 

grace. But, oh! Dear friends, how we need Him while we are yet pressing on! 

That is what makes the House of God where we are this morning so precious 

to some of us. Within these sacred walls we have found His presence; we have 

been given grace to go on, we have received strength, like Elijah under the 

juniper tree. We have been enabled to go on when we thought we could not. 

That is why some of us love the House of God and we come as often as we 
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can because of it. There is that in our hearts that says: it is there that we meet 

with our Saviour, there we hear His voice, there we get our direction, there 

we find the fellowship of His saints as they press on toward heaven like we 

do. You love the place where His “honour dwelleth.” It is not a legal duty that 

makes us come, it is not bondage, it is not, as it were, under the law of works 

in that respect. No. We love the place. 

 

    “We love the place, O God, 

       Wherein Thine honour dwells; 

       The joy of Thine abode 

       All earthly joy excels.” 

W. Bullock 

 

And so it does. 

 

The Lord’s Day, the Lord’s House and the Lord’s people are, perhaps, the 

three chief joys (the Lord Himself above them all) of our life here below. “I 

will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.” And what would David do in the 

house of the LORD when He eventually got there, in glory above? Why, he 

would praise the name of the Good Shepherd: “And they shall see His face; 

and His name shall be in their foreheads.” Our service here is so imperfect; so 

hindered by Satan and sin. What need there is for our “most holy things” to be 

washed in His precious blood, for His perfect service above! There are no 

hindrances whatsoever where God’s people “dwell in the house of the LORD 

forever.” This is the prospect before God’s dear people. 

 

 My final point this morning is this. (You take it home and pray about it). I 

am sure there are no complaints in heaven, anyway; that is absolutely sure. 

But, as the sheep review the way the Lord brought them there, they will see 

the wisdom of God in every step and they will not complain and say: ‘Could 

we not have come an easier way?’ No. They will thank God for every step of 

the way, and be so humbled to think that they were singled out from the lost 

mass of humanity to be among the little flock of whom God has said: “Fear 

not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom.” Friends, above all other things, may you desire that. Whatever God 

may give you or withhold from you here below, may He not withhold from 

you a place in the heavenly kingdom: 

 
      



 15 

     “In the kingdom of Thy grace 

      Give a little child a place.” 

C. Wesley 

 

Amen. 

 


