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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Wednesday evening, 4th January, 2012 

 

   Text: “In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ 

Jesus concerning you.” 1Thessolonians 5, verse 18. 

 

 The psalmist, David, in that well known and well-loved one 

hundred and thirty eighth Psalm, through the Holy Ghost, makes a 

blessed statement: “The LORD will perfect that which concerneth me.” 

And, those things that God brings into your life and mine (if we be His) 

that are a concern to us – or shall we say, an exercise to us – have a 

definite purpose in God’s plan (if I may use that word reverently) in the 

outworking of it. That is, to bring forth praise to His great and holy 

name. Every different dispensation, every burden and every care – 

everything that comes into the path of a believer, under God’s hand, has 

this end in view: to bring forth praise. Not only praise in eternity to 

come – that is most certainly true. For, when the prayers of David “the 

Son of Jesse” were ended, his praises were but begun. Nevertheless, 

even here below, it is God’s will that there should be some notes of 

praise rising up from the hearts of His people as they travel 

heavenward. 

 

 Now, praise is a grace. That may sound a simple thing to say and an 

easy thing to say. But, dear friends, it is a very important thing to say. 

Because, just as you and I are dependent upon the Holy Ghost for 

prayer, for faith, for hope, for repentance, for love and for every other 

grace the Holy Ghost has to give, so we are dependent upon Him for 

praise. Every breath of praise, if it is rightly given, has its source in the 

Holy Ghost. But you may say tonight: ‘But, I do not feel in a praising 

spirit. I have got so many thorns and so many crooks in the lot, and am 

so bowed down with sin, trouble and trial that this text seems to me 

somewhat out of season.’ Well, dear friend, God has not made a 

mistake. There it is on the page of Scripture. What does God mean, 

when, by His Spirit, through Paul, He exhorts us this evening, whatever 

our condition, if we be in the way of faith – “In every thing give thanks: 
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for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”? 

 

What does our text mean, then? To understand our text aright, first 

of all we must comment on that very blessed statement: “the will of 

God in Christ Jesus.” And if that concerns you and me tonight, dear 

friends, there is every reason to give thanks. You have been singing of 

it in both of your hymns this evening hour. [199 & 200] Grace is the 

very reason why a child of God should indeed tune his tongue and tune 

his heart. 

 
   “Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 

Tune my heart to sing Thy grace! 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

Call for songs of loudest praise.” 

R. Robinson 
 

And if, dear friends, whatever your laboured, tempted, tried 

condition be tonight, you can look back to a period when that great 

change; that which only grace can bring about did come to pass, then 

you do have a reason to thank God this evening. True, you are not what 

you would yet hope to be. There is much to mourn over. Yes, 

sometimes God hides His face, and then your harp hangs on the willow 

branches. But, as one good man said, referring to Psalm 137: ‘Even 

down in Babylon they did not throw away their harps. They hung them 

on the willow branches waiting for their deliverance.’ There may be 

some of you here tonight in just that condition. The devil would have 

you throw your harp away. Do not throw it away! You will soon need 

it! “Praise waiteth for Thee, O God, in Sion: and unto Thee shall the 

vow be performed.” That word, “praise waiteth” – it is like a harvest, is 

it not? The seed is sown. It is buried, hidden. All the elements of nature 

come that are necessary to bring forth a blade, “then the ear, after that 

the full corn in the ear.” Then the harvest comes. Oh, when ‘harvest 

home’ is sung, then there is the praise. And there are many paths in 

which God’s dear people are found where praise is waiting. There is 

that waiting for a harvest. “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He 

that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall” – listen – 
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not ‘might,’ not ‘maybe’ – “doubtless come again with rejoicing, 

bringing his sheaves with him.” 

 

So, we have here something to consider: “the will of God in Christ 

Jesus.” I take that to mean, in its most blessed sense, the way of 

salvation. The way of salvation is that that was ordained by the Three in 

One God ’ere time began. When God the Father gave to His Son that 

number that no man could number “out of every kindred, and tongue, 

and people, and nation,” to be 

 
“Redeemed, with Jesus’ blood redeemed, 

                            His beauties called to trace,” 

W. Gadsby 

 

they were placed in Christ Jesus; in union with Him in the covenant. 

But, when He came into this sin-cursed earth, and took into union with 

His divine Person that nature which He did not have before (that human 

nature), then there was, as it were, a sealing of the bond in that 

wonderful way: “Emmanuel,…God with us.” For that humanity He 

assumed in the womb of the virgin in that mysterious way was 

indissolubly united with His Godhead. Even when He died, the 

humanity and the Godhead were not rent asunder. The body and the 

soul were separated at His death, but the humanity and the Godhead 

remained united because there was one Person in that glorious, complex 

Person, Emmanuel. 

 

 But this union has to be brought into the experience of sinners. And 

this is where the dear Holy Spirit works – and I say the dear Holy Spirit 

– oh, how we should praise His dear name for what He does for 

sinners! Without Him we would never value that little word ‘in’. We 

would never be “in Christ Jesus”; in union with Him. It is He who 

creates the union by the new birth, putting the very Spirit of Christ in 

our hearts. It is He who brings the soul to know its need of Christ. It is 

He who empties us of self-righteousness and who empties us of any 

independent spirit. It is He who teaches us to pray: 
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“Give me Christ, or else I die.” 

W. Hammond 

 

And it is the Holy Spirit who brings the sinner, in due season, with all 

his guilt, all his need, all his foolishness and all his folly: “Just as I am, 

without one plea” – having to come, pleading all that is in a precious 

Christ – His righteousness, His name, His love, His blood and His 

mercy. Oh, the wonders of being “in Christ Jesus”! Having access to 

that fulness of the Godhead that is in the Lord Jesus Christ, and it is the 

will of God that the one in our text should benefit from it, and praise 

God for it. 

 

 Now, have you benefitted from it? That is the test, that is the 

question we put to you this evening. Are you “in Christ Jesus”? Are 

you in union with Him? Is there communion between your soul and 

Him? Does God the Father ever send anything down by the Spirit into 

your heart and soul for Jesus’ sake? Does He ever quicken a little faith? 

Does He ever melt your heart in repentance? Does He ever give you a 

good hope to anchor your soul upon? Does He ever shed abroad His 

love? Has He ever breathed a felt sense of His presence? Has He ever 

confirmed your soul’s interest in the love of God in Christ Jesus? Well, 

this is what Paul is speaking of: “The will of God in Christ Jesus.” 

 

 What is “the will of God in Christ Jesus”? It is summed up in Isaiah 

43. “This people have I formed for Myself; they shall shew forth My 

praise.” That is why a child of God is plucked as a brand from the 

burning. That is why his heart is changed and his feet are drawn. That is 

why he is brought into the Church of God in that experiential sense, 

‘that He may show forth the praises of Him who hath called him out of 

darkness into His marvellous light.’ I do wish we would remember this 

more, especially when we come to worship God’s great and holy name. 

We can be very self-centred in our worship. We want to hear God’s 

voice - and that is right. We want to feel His presence - that is right. 

But, have you ever thought, my dear friends, how pleasing it is to God 

when something returns Godward and your heart moves in love and 

faith toward Him? When a few notes of praise come up from your poor 
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soul: how pleasing that is to God! It is the work of His Holy Spirit 

within. So, when we come to worship, yes, we desire to receive from 

Him, but may there be that incense rising up from our hearts Godward; 

a little worship. “They that worship Him must worship Him in spirit 

and in truth.” “The will of God in Christ Jesus.” 

 

 The second aspect of this “will” is this. There is a way in which 

God has sovereignly ordained His dear people to walk “for Jesus’ 

sake”. You see, a child of God is made thus for Jesus, by Jesus as well 

as being in Jesus. He is in Jesus by divine union and communion. It is 

by Jesus – that is by the power of the Lord Jesus Christ and God the 

Father when they put forth the work of the Spirit. But it is also for 

Jesus. There you see the reason of a profession of the dear name of 

Jesus; that worthy name that we bear. “He is not ashamed to call them 

brethren.” And they, in their right mind, are not ashamed to call Him 

their Brother, their Friend and their Saviour; the One who is “the 

Chiefest among ten thousand” and the “altogether lovely” One. Every 

path that they come into: affliction, bereavement, temptation, trial or 

difficulty; those crooks in the lot and those heavy burdens (if we view 

them aright) we should view them like this: ‘Lord, as only Thou canst, 

do get praise to Thy dear name out of this path into which I am called.’ 

When the children of Israel came to Marah, they were very angry and 

bitter. There was no praise in their hearts at all. Friends, God would not 

let them leave Marah until they thanked Him for being there. You may 

have your ‘Marah’ tonight. You want to get away from it as quickly as 

you can, do you not? Child of God, you will not be permitted to leave 

your ‘Marah’ until you have thanked God for it. Do look on it as God 

would have you look on it: that is that “all things work together for 

good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to 

His purpose.” That is why you are at your ‘Marah’ this evening. It is 

one of the “all things” that is working together for good to the honour 

and glory of your great God and you will be brought to this place: “In 

everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

concerning you.” 

 

 Let me just look at it in another way. We have some very wonderful 
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examples in God’s Holy Word of those who gave thanks at most 

unusual times. Only grace could have enabled them so to do. Without 

grace we are murmurers; we fret, we fume, we are cast down and we 

cannot see anything to give God praise for. When God hides His face, 

the devil roars. What miserable creatures we become! I am speaking for 

myself. But, dear friends, there is always something to thank God for. 

You think of Job. On one day he lost his loved ones and his 

possessions. What did he say? “The LORD gave, and the LORD hath 

taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.” Were he not in the 

Spirit, he could never have said that; he certainly would never have felt 

it. Yet he did feel it, and he did say it. And that was something the devil 

must have stood amazed at. He was trying to separate Job from his 

God, but far from separating Job from his God those troubles drove Job 

nearer to his God. They were sanctified: and the devil never expected 

that note of praise to come forth from Job’s lips: “The LORD gave, and 

the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.” 

 

 Take David in his day, in a very different circumstance when he 

wished to build the Temple for our Lord. Remember, he had built a 

house for himself, but he knew that the ark of God still dwelt in 

curtains. He resolved, with his magnanimous heart, that he would build 

this house. At first, Nathan assisted him in the thought. “Go, do all that 

is in thine heart; for the LORD is with thee.” But, the next day, Nathan 

had to go back with a disappointment. ‘No, David. It is not God’s will 

that you should be building a house for Me. That is the work ordained 

for your son, Solomon. He will build My house.’ But, when God 

enlarged the matter to David, that disappointment was turned into a 

wonderful appointment. For the Lord said that He would build David a 

house. ‘Instead of you building Me a house, David, I will build you 

one.’ What house was God talking about? The house of His dear Son, 

even Jesus, the great Head of the Church – His members being the 

stones of it; living stones, built up on that lively Stone – a precious 

Christ. “From whom the whole body fitly joined together and 

compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the 

effectual working in the measure of every part.” That is what the Lord 

was speaking of to David. David went into the Temple, and what did he 
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say? “Who am I, O Lord GOD? and what is my house, that Thou hast 

brought me hitherto?” Disappointment was turned to His appointment; 

thanksgiving. Friends, you can be sure of this: when God disappoints 

you or me in some matter, He always has something better for us than 

anything we could ever have imagined; something better than what we 

could ever have schemed is around the corner. God’s ways are not our 

ways, neither His thoughts our thoughts. “For as the heavens are higher 

than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts 

than your thoughts.” Your disappointment may be very different from 

David’s disappointment, but ask God to sanctify it, and there will come 

a day when you will see that His appointment is best. 

 

 Again, my thoughts went, in a very different direction, to the early 

chapters of Acts of the Apostles, and the treatment that was meted out 

to Peter and the other apostles by the bitter Jews. On one occasion, they 

were beaten. What do we read? They went forth from the prison 

“rejoicing.” Listen to this: “rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 

suffer shame for His name.” Would you have gone forth praising God, 

from whom all blessings flow? Would you have been, as it were, in a 

worshipping frame if your back was sore and bleeding? It was not a 

gentle chastisement. You can be sure it was severe and brutal. They 

counted it as a badge of honour; they viewed it as God would have 

them view it: bearing reproach for Jesus’s sake. They counted it an 

honour, and they thanked God for it. 

 

Now, you and I may not be subject to such treatment (and bless 

God we are not subject to such vicious treatment) but things may come 

into our lives “for Jesus’ sake” which are very contrary to our flesh and 

very opposite to what we would have planned. But, if you can see those 

three words written over it: “for Jesus’ sake” there is reason for you to 

give thanks. I think of Paul and Silas in the Philippian jail. Their backs 

were bleeding, too. They were in a deep dungeon, chained to the floor. 

What a miserable condition it was for the flesh! Yet, we read: “At 

midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the 

prisoners heard them.” Not only the prisoners heard them, but also the 

Lord heard them. That mighty earthquake shook the prison. We know 
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the outcome: yet more praise went Godward, not only from their hearts, 

but also from the jailor’s heart as he was called by grace and as he 

washed their stripes. Praise ascended as he and all his house heard the 

gospel and received it, by grace. Oh, what rejoicing there was in that 

jailor’s home that night! So unexpected! “The wilderness and the 

solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and 

blossom as the rose,” as God had promised. God can do that. He can do 

that in the lives of some who are, at the moment, so alienated from His 

dear name; so far off from praising. They are more ready to curse Him. 

But, when God puts His hand to the work, He can bring forth praise. He 

will, wherever it is His will so to do. 

 

But then my mind went in another direction. I thought of the dear 

Saviour. How often He gave thanks! We know He was the “Man of 

sorrows, and acquainted with grief”, yet He still gave thanks. He had 

that awesome cloud hanging over Him as the sinner’s Surety – the 

Church’s sins, imputed to His dear Person – to bear away from 

Gethsemane to Calvary. Friends, that was a burden that grew as He 

went from Bethlehem to Calvary. The further He went on in that holy 

life and ministry, the more those clouds gathered; the more His soul 

was troubled as the solemn moment drew near. Yet, midst all that, we 

find He gave thanks. For example, He gave thanks when He was about 

to feed the five thousand. You will notice He gave thanks before the 

loaves and fishes were multiplied; while they were yet just five small 

loaves and two small fishes; while they were yet so insignificant, so 

insufficient, still He gave thanks. “When He had given thanks, He 

distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set 

down.” “And they did all eat, and were filled.” But, He gave thanks 

first. His Word says: “Delight thyself also in the LORD; and He shall 

give thee the desires of thine heart.” 

 

You go to the grave of Lazarus. There Lazarus lays in the grave, his 

body, no doubt, succumbing to the forces of nature. His life had 

departed. Two weeping, bereaved sisters, who could not understand 

what the Lord’s ways were. They could not see much reason – or any 

reason – to be praising God at that moment. But, what do we read? The 
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Lord Jesus Christ drew near to that grave. “And Jesus lifted up His 

eyes, and said, Father, I thank Thee that Thou hast heard Me. And I 

knew that Thou hearest Me always: but because of the people which 

stand by I said it, that they may believe that Thou hast sent Me.” The 

Father glorified the name of His dear Son as He said: “Lazarus, come 

forth,” and Lazarus “came forth, bound hand and foot with 

graveclothes.” What a reason for rejoicing! But, He gave thanks first. 

What an example to you and me! May we be given such faith in our 

hearts to thank God for the blessing even before we receive it. 

 

“Delight thyself also in the LORD; and He shall give thee the desires 

of thine heart.” Hannah thanked God for Samuel even before he was 

conceived in the womb. She was so sure she would possess him and 

hold him in her arms, because God promised her it would be so. She 

went forth from the temple that memorable day “no more sad.” Her 

heart was rejoicing. Why? Because, dear friends, she had a word from 

the Lord about it. The Lord had spoken, at last, through Eli. Light had 

dawned on that dark path, and she began to praise God from whom all 

blessings flow. Have you ever known that path? Hannah was so sure 

that she would hold him in her arms, that she praised God before that 

little child was given in answer to all her wrestlings and petitions. He 

was, margin reading, ‘asked of God.’ 

 

 “In every thing give thanks.” For a moment, follow the dear 

Saviour to the upper room. We find Him instituting the Ordinance of 

the Lord’s Supper; taking in His holy hands bread to break, and the cup 

into which wine was to be poured. He was remembering what those two 

blessed things spoke of in their type – the bread broken: His body 

broken; the wine poured out: the blood of the New Testament. Yet, dear 

friends, knowing that it was His body of which it was speaking, and His 

death and sufferings of which it was setting forth, we read: “when He 

had given thanks, He brake it.” It was the same with the wine: “and He 

took the cup, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them.” 

Friends, these are lessons for us. “Who for the joy that was set before 

Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right 

hand of the throne of God.” “In every thing give thanks: for this is the 
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will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” The dear Saviour sets the 

example for us here. May we be given grace to follow it. 

 

 Now, you may say to me, ‘But, in my present path, I just cannot see 

any reason to thank God. I would do, but I cannot see, at the moment, 

any light in the matter.’ Come with me into the Old Testament and just 

stand, for a moment, in front of burning Ziklag. There is David – a man 

with a guilty conscience, because he had backslidden. An army of men 

are around him waiting to stone him, because they were so angry with 

him. Ziklag is smouldering in ruins; his wives and children are taken 

hostage, and those of his own men, too. He could look north, south, east 

and west, and there seemed no reason whatsoever to praise God from 

whom all blessings flow. That maybe how it seems for you this 

evening. ‘I look this way, and there is that crook in the lot. Another 

way, and there is another crook in the lot. Whichever way I look, Lord, 

there is something to burden me, cast me down and weary me.’ But, 

listen. Oh, do listen! David was greatly distressed, but we read: “But 

David encouraged himself in the LORD his God.” Where? Not in 

himself; there was nothing in himself to encourage him. Not in his 

friends; they had turned to be his enemies. Not in his loved ones; they 

had been taken away. Not in Ziklag; that was in ruins. Where did he 

encourage himself? “In the LORD his God.” 

 

 Now, dear friends. I know you have much to mourn over, much to 

weep over, much to pray over and much to burden you. I do not doubt 

that for one moment. But, remember this: there is always something to 

give thanks for in Christ. To think that there is a Mediator between God 

and man in your darkest moments! There is always His precious blood 

and righteousness to plead; always His name to bring before the 

heavenly Father in your darkest moments. And, there is always access.  
 

                     “The door of Thy mercy stands open all day, 

To the poor and the needy, who knock by the way. 

                       No sinner shall ever be empty sent back, 

                       Who comes seeking mercy for Jesus’s sake.” 

J. Stocker. 

He has not shut the door against you; He has not forbidden you to pray, 
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to ask, to seek or to knock. Is that not something to thank God for? 

Although you cannot trace His goings – 
  

“What though I can’t His goings see, 

                                    Nor all His footsteps find? 

                                    Too wise to be mistaken, He, 

                                    Too good to be unkind.” 

S. Medley 

 

“In every thing give thanks.” Even at such a time, “look up.” In Job 

23, that well known and well loved chapter, it has been said Job looked 

forwards and backwards, on the right hand and on the left, and he could 

find no comfort, nor from within, either. But then, dear friends, he 

looked up. What do we read? Two wonderful words that encouraged 

his soul: “But He knoweth the way that I take: when He hath tried me, I 

shall come forth as gold.” The other word is this: “But He is in one 

mind, and who can turn Him? and what His soul desireth, even that He 

doeth. For He performeth the thing that is appointed for me: and many 

such things are with Him.” Friends, the dear man looked up. He found 

some consolation for his soul as he looked up within the veil. May God 

give you the grace to look up. As one good man said: ‘When the 

outlook is bad, try the uplook.’ “Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the 

ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.” “In every thing 

give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” 

So, dear Job sets an example, by God’s grace, even in that way. 

 

Good Habakkuk sets an example, too. Habakkuk speaks of a bad 

harvest. The flocks failed, and there was nothing in the fields to yield 

any harvest. When he made up his accounts at the end of that financial 

year, it was a disaster. But what did he say? “Yet I will rejoice in the 

LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.” He had still got a God. 

Many years ago, there was a godly man in Coventry, who came home 

from worshipping at the House of God and found that his home had 

been ransacked. Robbers had been in while he had been at God’s 

House. As he looked around on all the chaos of his home, this thought 

came to him: ‘I thank God that I have something that no robber can 

take from me. That is, my God.’ That was great faith at a time of great 
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need, was it not? But, you see: 

 
“My Jesus has done all things well.” 

S. Medley 

 

And, when the thorn is sharp, and the burden is heavy, still it is: “He 

hath done all things” – not some things – “all things well.” In every 

thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning 

you.” 

 

 There are two more aspects of our texts we must briefly hint at this 

evening. The first is this, that when God puts His dear people in a path, 

sooner or later this fruit of praise will come. You may wait many a 

year; long winters, perhaps, may intervene. “For the vision is yet for an 

appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, 

wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.” Oh, how long 

some have had to wait for their day of thanksgiving! How long Joseph 

had to wait! What the poor man went through before he could see the 

hand of God clearly working on his behalf! It seemed the hand of God 

had gone out against him. His brethren hating him, sold as a slave, 

unjustly accused, forgotten in prison – where was Joseph’s God in all 

this? Yet, He was in it all. All those things were the ‘chariots’ that God 

had sent to convey Joseph to the day of rejoicing. That is why, in the 

prophecy of Isaiah, you read of a very wonderful word of warning to 

God’s dear people who, in their despair, might give up. “Destroy it not; 

for a blessing is in it.” Many, many times the devil must have said to 

Joseph: ‘Forget your promise; give it up. Don’t pray about it anymore, 

Joseph.’ His God says, “Destroy it not; for a blessing is in it.” “They 

that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, 

bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 

bringing his sheaves with him.” “Weeping may endure for a night, but 

joy cometh in the morning.” It surely will come. Oh, may God give us 

the grace to wait patiently for Him! David says in Psalm 40: “I waited 

patiently for the LORD; and He inclined unto me, and heard my cry.” 

Where did he wait patiently? At the bottom of a horrible pit, and the 

miry clay. A most unpleasant place! His soul must have been 
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grievously tried in that place where unbelief and the devil were busy. 

But we read: “He inclined unto me, and heard my cry. He brought me 

up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon 

a rock, and established my goings. And He hath put a new song in my 

mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall 

trust in the LORD.” 

 

Dear friends, God’s people do have to wait for these days of praise, 

but they will not wait in vain. That sinner, convinced of his sin under 

the law, cannot praise God there. His “moisture is turned into the 

drought of summer.” The law is demanding of him what he cannot 

give; the sentence of death hovers around his spirit. Any spirit of praise 

is dried up. Will the Lord leave him there? No. God, who has opened 

his eyes to see his sinful state, will, in His time, open his eyes to see his 

Saviour. And that will be a blessed moment. Some of us can remember 

that first time when we had a glimpse of the Saviour and His ability to 

save. Oh, the joy that filled our heart! Oh, the praise that went up from 

our soul that memorable day when we first had a hope in a precious 

Christ! 

 
“Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

Wandering from the fold of God; 

 He, to save my soul from danger, 

Interposed His precious blood.” 

R. Robinson 

 

“In every thing give thanks.” 

 

 But then, some of you may be walking in this path: God may have 

given you a blessing (after much prayer and much exercise), and you 

thanked Him for it, and praised His dear name for it, but then He has 

taken it away. You say: ‘What do you mean?’ Take the case of that 

godly woman in 2 Kings 4; the Shunammite woman who had a son 

given to her in her old age. That child grew up, and then suddenly, one 

day he was taken ill. There he lay on his bed, dead. The Shunammite 

woman hastens to the prophet, Elisha. Three questions are put to her: 

“Is it well with thee? is it well with thy husband? is it well with the 
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child?” She answered: “It is well.” True, her soul was grieved within 

her. What a paradox this path is sometimes! Yet there was still a note of 

praise there. She knew God could not make a mistake. And He had not 

made a mistake! He restored her son to her. Why did the Lord deal with 

her like that? Shall I tell you? It was because she must give the praise to 

the Creator, rather than the creature; the Giver, rather than the gift. Oh, 

we are prone to make an idol of something short of our God! God will 

not have it. The only gift He will have us praise Him for is the gift of 

His dear Son and His Holy Spirit. You can never weary in praising God 

for them! How careful we have to be not to make an idol of our feelings 

or our experience, and rest on either of them rather than resting on 

Christ. Sometimes you come into barrenness and distance because of 

doing just that. Remember, it is Jesus only, and only Jesus, who sits on 

the right hand of God on behalf of sinners. That is our hope, our only 

hope. You may be walking in that path, tonight. You have had a time of 

love; you have had a time of refreshing. Now it all seems to be gone. 

 
“Did Jesus once upon me shine? 

                                       Then Jesus is for ever mine.” 

W. Hammond 

 

But He is teaching you this lesson: you must not put any confidence in 

your feelings, although we do want a ‘feeling religion’; we want a 

softened heart. But that is not the foundation of our joy. The foundation 

of our joy is in a Triune God: God the Father, who gave His Son; God 

the Son, who so willingly gave Himself; God the Holy Ghost, who 

alone leads a sinner to Christ and maintains the work of faith, the 

patience of hope and the labour of love in that soul. God must have the 

glory! He will not put the crown, or let the crown be placed anywhere 

else. “No flesh should glory in His presence.” 

 

 Then there is this last aspect to consider. “In every thing give 

thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” Yes, 

even though all I have said tonight is true, many a child of God has 

those things where they just cannot see how they can give thanks. Some 

go to the grave with those things. But, on the other side of the grave, 
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they will give thanks for it all. There will be no complaining on the 

streets of the heavenly city. None whatsoever. “God shall wipe away all 

tears from their eyes.” You will then see, as good Samuel Rutherford 

put it: 
 

“I’ll bless the hand that guided, 

   I’ll bless the hand that planned, 

          When throned where glory dwelleth 

                                        In Immanuel’s land.” 

A.R.Cousin 

 

When you think of those last two words of our text: “concerning you” – 

that this great, Triune God should have a concern about you!  

 
“’Midst all His vast concerns, 

He could not me forget.” 

W. Gadsby 

 

Eternity will not be long enough to praise Him for taking notice of  

such unworthy, ungodly wretches as we are by nature. “Who 

remembered us in our low estate: for His mercy endureth for ever.” 

Surely this is a reason to give thanks to God to all eternity! You will 

find in everything you will be giving thanks there. There will be no 

complaining there. You will see it all in God’s light there. There the 

crooked will eternally be made straight. The rough will be made plain, 

and darkness made light. Your soul will be bathed in love and washed 

in the blood of the Lamb. Praise will be your very breath. 

 
“But when this lisping, stammering tongue 

                              Lies silent in the grave, 

                              Then, in a nobler, sweeter song, 

                              I’ll sing Thy power to save.” 

W. Cowper 

 

The Thessalonians had every reason so to do for we read in verses 9-10 

of this chapter: “For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain 

salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether we 
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wake or sleep, we should live together with Him.” The Thessalonians 

were a favoured people. May we be likewise favoured as they were. 

 

Amen. 

 


