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 Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 29th January, 2012 

 

   Text: “And He led them on safely, so that they feared not: but the sea 

overwhelmed their enemies.” Psalm 78, verse 53 

 

 In this Psalm, God’s servant, the psalmist, was led by the Holy 

Spirit to remember and to record the dealings of God with His ancient 

people, Israel. He was also led to record the disobedience, rebellion, 

perverseness and waywardness of that same people, who had such a 

good God; such a long suffering God, and yet, who they so often 

treated with disdain and with disrespect, and were solemnly chastened 

for it. But, nonetheless, despite their waywardness and perverseness, 

God had determined and decreed that He would bring this people into 

the literal Canaan, and establish them there as a people for His own 

honour and glory. But, they had to reach Canaan. There was Egypt to 

be brought out of, and there was Canaan to be reached. In between 

Egypt and Canaan lay the wilderness. Now, that is so with the spiritual 

Israel of God. There is a heaven, which is the heavenly Canaan. There 

is an Egypt, which is this world into which we are born, to which these 

Israelites in our text even desired to go back, because the wilderness 

way seemed so hard and so difficult. 

 

But, friends, when God has brought a sinner out of Egypt, He will 

not let them return to Egypt. No! The Red Sea that was divided on their 

behalf and drowned their enemies, not only shut the door against the 

Egyptians reaching them, but it shut the door against them going back 

to Egypt. That is a mercy, is it not? Several times in their wanderings 

you read of those rebellious ones among them, who looked backed to 

the leeks, the onions and the cucumbers which they remembered with 

some fondness. They forgot the lash, the heavy burdens and the cruelty 

of their taskmasters, because Satan is a liar. He always paints a picture 

that suits unbelief. But the Word of God is very clear for a child of 

God. It may be a word for one of you this morning concerning your 

pathway. It is this: “No man, having put his hand to the plough, and 
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looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” No. The child of God 

should be, and will be, seeking grace to look on and to go on. ‘Oh!’ you 

say, ‘with the Red Sea in front of me, and Pharaoh behind and the 

wilderness on either side, how can I go on?’ Well, our text gives the 

answer to those who may be in such a place this morning hour. “He led 

them on safely, so that they feared not: but the sea overwhelmed their 

enemies.” What a good and faithful God Israel had! And, child of God, 

you have just such as good a God, and just as faithful a God. Still He 

leads His people on safely, still He calms their fears and still He 

overwhelms their enemies. 

   

The very last verse in this Psalm is a very beautiful one. It shows us 

the character of the God who guides. Listen to this: “So He fed them 

according to the integrity of His heart; and guided them by the 

skilfulness of His hands.” First of all, of course, the psalmist was 

speaking of God’s servant, David, who was raised up to be the king of 

Israel: a man after God’s own heart. Yes, he was a man of integrity. 

God gave him great wisdom in handling matters. But, a greater than 

David is here. Long since has King David gone to his eternal rest. This 

is what is said of great David’s greater Son: “So He fed them according 

to the integrity of His heart; and guided them by the skilfulness of His 

hands.” The integrity of the heart of our God is such that He will never 

cause His child a needless tear. He is ‘too wise to err; too good to be 

unkind.’ The skilfulness of His hands is such that there is no place into 

which they come, no corner into which they may be brought, but what 

He knows both how and when to bring them out of it. Oh! Do not doubt 

His integrity: He has not made a mistake. And, do not doubt His 

skilfulness. Job was tempted by his wife to do this very thing by 

tempting God’s integrity. She said: “Curse God, and die.” But, you 

know how Job answered her. “Shall we receive good at the hand of 

God, and shall we not receive evil?” In other words, he rested on the 

integrity of his God. He did not understand his God’s dealings; he could 

not explain why those sudden troubles had come; far less could he see a 

way out of them or through them. But one thing he knew: the God in 

whom he believed was a God of integrity. He also knew this: the God 

in whom he believed, knew a way out and knew a way forward. There 
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was an expectation in Job’s heart that the day would come when He 

would make a way where there seemed to be no way. He did for Job as 

He did for Israel, and He still does so, this Sabbath morning, for poor 

sinners on their pilgrim way. 

 

So, coming to our text, I just want to bring before you this morning 

some principles of divine guidance. You and I need guiding. You will 

never find your own way to heaven – remember that. It is an absolute 

impossibility for any sinner to do that. We need to be guided, we need 

to be led, we need to be kept, we need to be upheld and we need to be 

overruled. We need that heart that is full of integrity, and we need those 

hands that are full of skilfulness, or we will never ever find ourselves 

on Canaan’s happy shore at last. 

 

The first thing we have to consider, then, is the divine Leader: “He 

led them on.” You may say, ‘But did not God provide for them a fiery, 

cloudy pillar; something visible? In that sense, was it not easy for them 

to be led?’ Well, in that sense, God was very kind to the children of 

Israel. He always is kind. He gave them a visible token of His presence, 

undoubtedly so. The cloud was visible by night as a pillar of fire, and 

by day as a pillar of cloud that gave them shade from the noonday heat 

of the desert. In this, God was very kind. And they watched that cloud 

daily: would it move, or would it stay? They had to watch it daily. That 

was the first thing they had to do when they came out of their tents in 

the morning hour; what was the cloud doing? Was it resting over the 

Tabernacle, or was it lifted? If it was lifted, it was ready to move on, 

and they had to move on with it. They were wonderfully favoured with 

divine direction. You may say, ‘I wish I had the same clear direction as 

the children of Israel had. It would be much easier.’ Listen. You have 

just as good a Guide, and just as good a Guard, and just as clear 

directions, if only you would seek that grace of faith to believe it. “The 

just shall live by faith.” “We walk by faith, not by sight.” 

 

So, who is the Director of the Church of Christ in the New 

Testament dispensation? You may say, ‘Well, if I had been among the 

dear disciples while He was yet here below, it would have been an easy 
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thing to follow.’ Would it? Did Peter find it so? Did the disciples find it 

so, in the Garden of Gethsemane, when they all forsook Him and fled? 

Even with such a visible token of the Lord God’s immediate presence; 

in “Emmanuel…God with us,” they fled. Showing, dear friends, that 

the natural sight of the Saviour does not keep the soul. It is faith that is 

needed; God-given faith. ‘But,’ you say, ‘now the dear Saviour is at the 

right hand of His Father. Is there no Leader for the Church of God 

now? Are they left to their own devices?’ Listen. What did the dear 

Saviour say to us in John 14? “I will not leave you comfortless” – 

margin reading: ‘orphans.’ An orphan is one who is left to fend for 

themselves; to make their own way. But God will not leave His people 

like that. The Lord Jesus Christ said: “And I will pray the Father, and 

He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you for 

ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because 

it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him:” (does not believe in Him) “but 

ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” The 

Guide of the Church of Christ in the New Testament dispensation is 

none other than the Holy Ghost, the Comforter. He is the Spirit of 

Christ; He is called that, for where He is, there Christ is. 

 

Your Guide, then, child of God, is that blessed Spirit of truth. Is it 

your desire to be led by Him this Sabbath morning? Not by your own 

spirit, not by the spirit of the world, not to be guided by peer pressure: 

that is, by the generation in which you are living; as if that were to 

guide your ways and thoughts and spirit. Do you desire to be led by the 

Holy Spirit? “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 

sons of God.” The Spirit of God leads with blessed integrity and with 

blessed skilfulness. He never makes a mistake, though He almost 

always goes contrary to what we would have planned. God’s ways are 

not our ways, neither His thoughts our thoughts. Who would have 

thought it would have been the right way to go to Pi-hahiroth, where a 

sea stretched in front of God’s ancient people? The wilderness on either 

side and Pharaoh thundering up behind. ‘Can this be the right way? 

Have we made a mistake?’ No. The fiery, cloudy pillar was there, and 

God was in that fiery, cloudy pillar. They had not made a mistake! And 

so, child of God, you may have been led by the Spirit this morning, but 
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here you are with iron bars and brazen gates before you. You may be 

surrounded on every side. You may say with the good man: “I am shut 

up, and I cannot come forth.” Well, there is a prayer for you: a prayer 

especially designed by God the Holy Ghost for one like you. You have 

it in the Psalms: “Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Thy 

name.” God can do it. No iron bar, no brazen gate will resist when He 

puts His dear hand to the work. He sets before His people an open door, 

and no man can shut it. And when He says: “Speak unto the children of 

Israel, that they go forward,” then He makes the way. More than that, 

friends: He is the way. And, if He is the way, when “He putteth forth 

His own sheep, He goeth before them.” 

 

 So, first of all, we have a divine Leader: unerring, unfailing, 

longsuffering, forbearing and ready to guide the most needy of sinners, 

the weakest of believers and those who feel to have lost all wisdom, all 

strength and all the grace that they feel they need for the journey. But, 

blessed be God. “I will not leave you comfortless:” – orphans – “I will 

come to you.” He still comes to His Church in the power of His Holy 

Spirit. So, dear friends, if you need a Guide this Sabbath morning, (you 

do need a Guide, but do you know your need of a Guide?) what you 

need is that God the Father should send, through His dear Son, the Holy 

Spirit. We used to sing a hymn in my schooldays: 

 
“Our blest Redeemer, ere He breathed 

                                  His tender last farewell, 

                                  A Guide, a Comforter, bequeathed 

                                  With us to dwell.” 

H. Auber 

 

A Comforter, a Teacher, an Instructor, a Consoler, a Corrector: you 

need all of that. “He led them on safely.” 

 

 The second thing we notice is, that He goes before His sheep. This 

is very important. We read of the fiery, cloudy pillar that went between 

Egypt and Israel and that was a very necessary thing. It was a type of 

the gospel, which is “the savour of life unto life” to them that believe, 
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and “death unto death” to them that perish. The gospel is a separating 

principle: remember that. Israel was being separated from Egypt. It is 

not easy for the flesh; the flesh hankers back after Egypt and all its 

folly. But, the Lord will have His way. The Lord Jesus Christ said: “I 

came not to send peace, but a sword.” You say, ‘Is that the language of 

the Prince of Peace? I cannot understand that!’ If you are a child of 

God, you will soon understand it. “I came not to send peace, but a 

sword.” A separating work between the flesh and the Spirit; between 

the world and Christ, between sin and grace, between unbelief and 

faith, between pride and humility. Oh, it is a separating work when the 

sword of the Spirit begins to work! Yes, there is that vital thing. 

 

But, although the fiery cloudy pillar went between the children of 

Israel, separating them in that remarkable way: you can be sure, by the 

omnipresence of our God, who is everywhere present: He was at the 

head of that band when it began its journey. No doubt Moses took the 

lead to walk through the recently divided waters, although it was God 

who “led them on.” Friends, He has never yet asked His people, or 

commanded His people to take a step in which He has not gone before 

them. And, whether it be in providence or grace, body or soul – even 

death itself – His dear Son has gone through that path. He will not call 

His dear people to take any step but what He has gone through before. 

“When He putteth forth His own sheep, He goeth before them.” And 

that is a great mercy for those of you, those of us; who anticipate our 

dying day more and more. We realise the greater part of our little life is 

done. 

 
“Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day.” 

H. F. Lyte 
 

How will it be when that last step must be taken? “He goeth before 

you.” “The LORD is my Shepherd,” we read in Psalm 23 verse 1, and 

the Psalm ends: “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 

days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.” 

“He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day 

of Jesus Christ.” 
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 The next thing we notice is (these are simple thoughts for you this 

Sabbath morning), not only does He lead, but the people were made 

willing to be led. That is a great thing. We need to be made “willing in 

the day of Thy power.” Even from a natural point of view, if you had 

stood with your little family on the borders of the Red Sea and seen the 

mighty miracle performed to make the dry land, yet, with those great 

walls of water on either side, you may have asked: “Is it safe? Dare I 

tread like this?’ But, the question should be asked, ‘Is it safe to stand 

and do nothing?’ What I mean is; is it safe to walk in disobedience, to 

turn back and go and make a compromise with Pharaoh, would that 

have been safe? No. Friends, they had to stand still for a moment, and 

that is faith. Until the Lord makes the way you have to stand still, and 

may God give you the grace so to do. But, when He makes the way, 

then it is very clear: “This is the way, walk ye in it.” In humble 

obedience, God’s dear people have to move on. Constrained by grace 

and moved by the Spirit, “He led them on safely.” To be made willing 

to go on is a wonderful mercy, because there are many hindrances. Our 

unbelief, the devil, the world, the flesh and a host of other things stand 

in the way. But, “He led them on safely.” He made them willing to go 

forth into this path that was nothing less than a mighty miracle. “He led 

them on safely.” 

 

 The next thing is this little word ‘on’. It seemed to be the very word 

that seemed to be incongruous with their present position. Back: that 

was possible to unbelief. To the right and the left: well, that was 

possible, although they knew not much about the wilderness on either 

side. To go on seemed to be the one thing they could not do. But, that 

was the one thing the Lord determined they should do. ‘On’. And when 

the Lord puts that word ‘on’ in your path and mine, then you can be 

sure He will make a way for us. Good John Newton said: 

 
“Though dark be my way, since He is my Guide, 

                        ’Tis mine to obey, ’tis His to provide.” 

J. Newton 

I know, dear friends; that we have that dreadful spirit in our old nature 
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that looks back like Lot’s wife did, like Orpah did, like Judas did, like 

Ahithophel did and like Demas did. Oh, the long catalogue of those 

who have looked back and gone back! 

 

But, I go back to the word I quoted just now, or to put it in gospel 

language from the Epistle to the Hebrews: “But we are not of them who 

draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the 

soul.” The Lord shall have no pleasure in that one who draws back. “No 

man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the 

kingdom of God.” God had put the hand of Israel ‘to the plough’ in this 

matter, and He kept their hand to it so that they could go on. And, when 

the Lord begins to deal with a sinner; that is just what He does. He 

takes their hand and He puts it to a plough. It may be rough ground 

sometimes. It may be easy to plough when the ground is soft. But, if 

there are stones and rocks in the way, and if you had a hand plough 

with oxen in front of you, it would be hard, and it would be difficult. 

The plough would jerk, and it would be very difficult to keep a straight 

furrow. You may have some hard stones and rocks in your path at the 

moment. But, however hard the way, and however difficult the way, go 

on! You say, ‘To keep going on, ploughing with this soil seems an 

impossibility!’ 

 
“Jesus Christ, your Father’s Son, 

Bids you undismayed go on.” 

J. Cennick 

 

“He led them on.” They were not to go back. They were not to flee “to 

the right hand nor to the left.” “He that believeth shall not make haste.” 

“He led them on.” 

 

 The next thing we notice is their safety. They were just as secure 

encamped by Pi-hahiroth, just as secure when they went through the 

watery waste, and then, just as secure when they reached the other side. 

Every step of the way a child of God is secure. In every step of the way 

a child of God is secure in the arms and the hands of their great God, 

who skilfully, and according to His integrity, is guiding them. You say, 
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‘But I am full of fears this morning.’ Go back to that beautiful word in 

Isaiah: “As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you.” 

How does a mother comfort a child? She draws it to her side, puts her 

arms around it and lets it feel the warmth of her love. “As one whom 

his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you.” God sees His people 

when they need comfort, especially when they are full of fears, and full 

of anxiety and apprehension about the way ahead. He puts forth His 

arms as a mother does to her child, encloses them, and they are safe. 

Covenant love encloses them, everlasting love enfolds them. Divine 

purposes and decrees secure them. “He led them on safely.” They 

cannot fall out of the covenant; they cannot fall out of His purposes, 

they cannot be divorced from His love, they cannot be separated from 

that union that grace has created in the covenant and brought to pass in 

the new birth. No, bless God for that. Oh, the safety of God’s dear 

people! “He led them on safely.” 

 

 Then we read this: “so that they feared not.” To my mind, having 

walked this path many a time, it is as much a mighty miracle when our 

fears are subdued as when the way is made. For often (if one may speak 

for others), our greatest hindrances are our fears. 

 
“Creatures of fear, we drag along, 

                                     And fear where no fear is.” 

Rozzell 

 

But here, naturally speaking, the children of Israel had plenty to 

fear. They could hear Pharaoh thundering up behind. They remembered 

the dreadful days of bondage. No doubt they could hear the waves of 

the Red Sea in front of them. Everything was calculated to inspire fear, 

doubt and distress. But, we read: “they feared not.” Why did they not 

fear? First of all, they had a word: “Fear ye not, stand still, and see the 

salvation of the LORD, which He will shew to you to day: for the 

Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more 

for ever. The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.” 

That was the word of God, through Moses, to still the fears of the 

fearing, trembling host behind him. “Fear not.” Sometimes you may 
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read a “fear not”, and try to steal it out of God’s Word before God’s 

time. But you find it does not bring the calm that your poor soul would 

like, though you would believe, and you would not doubt what the 

Word of God says concerning His dear people. But we know that just 

the letter of the Truth does not calm our fears. We try to reason with 

our fears, but, sadly, all that reasoning is in vain until God begins to 

reason. And, when God begins to reason, what a difference! “Fear thou 

not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will 

strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the 

right hand of My righteousness.” That is God’s reasoning with the dear 

people of God: calming their fears, putting matters right and settling 

their spirits. “Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for Him.” 

 

Do you need your fears quelling this morning? The God of our text 

can do it. He led this people on safely, and He did that mighty miracle:  

not only opening the Red Sea before them, but He also took their fears 

away. And God is still able to do that. Some of us have proved it in 

certain circumstances where we were racked by fear. We were at the 

mercy of tormenting fears, but, He said: “Peace, be still.” And not a dog 

barked. The devil was silenced, unbelief was banished and we knew a 

little of that word which is still true today: “Thou wilt keep him in 

perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: because he trusteth in 

Thee. Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH is 

everlasting strength.” “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto 

you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be 

troubled, neither let it be afraid.” Oh! When God comes by His blessed 

Spirit like that, then fears subside, faith rises, Christ is precious and you 

feel safe. 

 
“In Thy presence I am happy; 

 In Thy presence I’m secure; 

    In Thy presence all afflictions 

                                         I can easily endure.” 

W. Williams 

“So that they feared not.” Here, then, is the blessing of God’s 

sheep. His own people, loved with an everlasting love, bought with His 
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blood, quickened by His Spirit, separated from Egypt, and brought into 

the wilderness of this pilgrim way. “Pilgrims…to Canaan bound,” as 

you sang in that opening, confirming hymn [286]. This is God’s 

testimony concerning them. “He led them on safely, so that they feared 

not.” 

 

There is one more miracle that you and I would do well to consider 

more than we do: the wonder that God was still willing to lead this 

rebellious, perverse, unbelieving, difficult people. Friends, God must 

have been weary of their sins, weary of their backslidings and weary of 

their murmurings. More than once He chastised them severely. 

 
“Oft He chastised, but ne’er forsook 

                                The people that He chose.” 

I. Watts 

 

You may be under His divine reproof this morning, and feelingly so. 

The devil may say, ‘God will never smile again.’ Friends, He will, in 

due season, when the rod has done its work. Forsake His people: He 

never will. Abandon them: never. “I will not leave you comfortless:” 

(orphans) “I will come to you.” “I will see you again, and your heart 

shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you.” 

 

 But now we come to the other side of our text, which is very 

solemn. A dividing word: the sword has done its work. I told you just 

now, it separates. “But the sea overwhelmed their enemies.” The spirit 

of Pharaoh was a three-fold evil. First of all, he did not believe in 

Israel’s God. “Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice?” he said. 

‘Israel can have that God if they want to, but He is not my God. I do not 

serve Him.’ He thought that he could live independently of the God 

who has ‘all nature in His hand; that gracious hand on which each child 

of God lives.’ That is how the unbelieving world lives. They neither 

know this God, nor want to know anything of Him. “We desire not the 

knowledge of Thy ways.” That was Pharaoh. 

 The second thing about Pharaoh was that he hated God’s people. 

He had no love for the people of God, and it was his desire to do all he 
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could to afflict them, to annoy them and to harass them. But God was 

watching. True, the Lord had permitted this to go on for many 

generations. Israel had suffered for so many years till God’s time had 

come. And that word is still true: “Touch not Mine anointed, and do My 

prophets no harm.” Every stroke of the lash on the backs of His ancient 

people God felt – I say that most reverently. God recorded it. And there 

comes a day of harvest: a solemn harvest for those who have treated 

God’s people like that. Remember: “he that toucheth you toucheth the 

apple of His eye,” the Lord says. The Lord said to Saul of Tarsus: 

“Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?” ‘When you afflict my people, 

you are afflicting Me. When you hate them, you are hating Me. When 

you slay them, you are seeking to slay Me, Saul!’ And Saul, blessed be 

God, fell under the rod. He heard the condemnation. A repenting sinner 

fled for mercy to the very God whom he had hated. But, not Pharaoh. 

 

 The third great sin of Pharaoh was presumption. He had no 

authority to enter that newly made path across the Red Sea. He thought 

it would be easy. There it was: Israel had crossed it safely; ‘Why not 

me?’ At first he ventured. I want you to turn with me to a word in the 

Acts of the Apostles. In chapter 27, we read of Paul on the boat about to 

go across the Adriatic. Let me just put you in the picture. There is Paul 

on this boat as a prisoner with many others, and the crew. There is the 

master of the ship. Paul had already warned them that this voyage was 

going to be with great hurt. His advice was (and it was God given 

advice), that they should wait where they were and not go any further. 

But, we read in verse 11: “Nevertheless the centurion believed the 

master and the owner of the ship, more than those things which were 

spoken by Paul.” In other words, they rejected the Word of God 

through Paul. “And because the haven was not commodious to winter 

in, the more part advised to depart thence also, if by any means they 

might attain to Phenice, and there to winter; which is an haven of Crete, 

and lieth toward the south west and north west.” Now listen: “And 

when the south wind blew softly, supposing that they had obtained their 

purpose, loosing thence, they sailed close by Crete.” “Supposing that 

they had obtained their purpose.” “The south wind blew softly.” It 

seemed they could do what they wanted, but they were going directly 
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contrary to the revealed will of God concerning that voyage. No 

wonder we read in verse 14: “But not long after there arose against it a 

tempestuous wind, called Euroclydon.” Friends, be careful. When you 

think the south wind is blowing softly, smiling on your path of 

disobedience; that somehow you will ‘get away with it,’ and escape the 

rod of God: you will not. As a child of God, you certainly will not. And 

if you live and die in that spirit you certainly will not in eternity to 

come. The wind may blow softly for you, but, remember: “whatsoever 

a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” 

 

You think of Jonah. The wind blew softly for him, in a sense. There 

was the ship waiting to take him to Tarshish. He had the money, they 

were willing to take him and there was room for him. When they set 

sail, there was not a wave on the sea, it seemed. Everything seemed to 

blow softly. Yet, dear friends, when you weigh it up, according to 

God’s holy Word, he was walking in disobedience. If there is anyone 

here this Sabbath morning walking in disobedience: friend, God knows 

the end from the beginning. ‘Yes, but the wind is blowing softly. 

Nothing is hindering me. It must be alright!’ Remember, He who sent 

out that wind to overturn Jonah’s ways will soon do that for you if you 

are one of His dear people walking in disobedience. Pharaoh was not 

one of God’s people. He thought the wind blew softly when he first 

ventured into the Red Sea. Yes, it seemed easy to walk, until God 

began to move. The force of nature, that God withheld on behalf of the 

children of Israel; He let take over once more, at His own command, 

and destroyed the Egyptians. Their chariot wheels were taken off and 

drove heavily in the damp sand. And, more than that, as Moses’ rod 

was stretched out on the other side of the sea, the sea returned to its 

strength. Pharaoh and all his host drowned beneath the Red Sea. “But 

the sea overwhelmed their enemies.” 

 

Child of God, here is the end of the matter: unbelief, the world, the 

flesh, the devil, things inwardly and things outwardly; everything may 

be conspiring against you this Sabbath morning. ‘How can I go on?’ 

Remember, the outcome is secure; it is sure: “The sea overwhelmed 

their enemies.” When God appears, every hindrance is removed, every 
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mountain is made low, every valley is exalted and every crooked thing 

is made straight. God has done it, and He can still do it this Sabbath 

morning. And, when you and I come to that last enemy, death (and 

what an enemy it is when viewed out of Christ! But, friends, it is no 

enemy if it is viewed in Christ) the sting is gone, the curse is removed 

and you will find that death is no longer an enemy, because of our text. 

“And He led them on safely, so that they feared not: but the sea 

overwhelmed their enemies.” Yes, friends. The sea finally brought that 

trouble to the end for God’s ancient people. It ended it. And when God 

ends a trouble, the devil cannot recreate it. No. That trouble is gone. I 

know there were many more troubles that lay before them until they 

reached Canaan itself. And there will be many more troubles that God’s 

people have to yet endure. Good John Bunyan says: 

 
                      “A Christian man is never long at ease, 

When one fright's gone, another doth him seize.” 

 

As one of God’s dear servants put it (who was in a particular trouble at 

the time): ‘Not only is one trouble over before another one seize, but 

some seize us even before the first trouble has finished.’ Some of us 

know that path, as well. But, dear friends, let me tell you, the end is 

assured. “Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the 

last.” Death, for God’s dear people, is the end of all their troubles. It is 

the end of sin, it is the end of temptations, it is the end of this dying 

world, it is the end of all the Pharaohs that have opposed, it is the end 

of their unbelief, it is the end of their wretched pride and it is the end of 

their carnal mind and nature. Oh, what a deliverance death is for a child 

of God! Blessed deliverance! It is the porter at the heavenly gate to let 

the pilgrim in. 

 

 But, friends, death to Pharaoh was the beginning of his troubles: his 

eternal troubles. He had had trouble enough with the plagues, had he 

not? But he had not heard the voice. The wicked do have trouble 

enough this side of the grave. But, their hearts being hardened, they 

never turn to the God who sends the trouble. They steel themselves 

against it, until they come into that eternal trouble where no prayer is 
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ever heard, no gospel will ever be preached and no door will ever be 

opened. Oh, solemn, dreadful condition! Friends, on which side of our 

text are you this Sabbath morning? Bless God if He has sent the sword 

to separate you from what you are by nature, from this dying world, 

from the curse of the law and put you on the right side of it. To be the 

right side of our text is everlasting bliss, but to be on the other side of it 

is everlasting misery. “And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall 

never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand.” 

 

May God add His blessing.  

Amen. 

 

 

 


