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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day evening, 29th January, 2012 

 

   Text: “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your 

sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like 

crimson, they shall be as wool.” Isaiah 1, verse 18 

 

 There are two great branches of divine teaching which are essential to us, 

if we are to be saved by grace. On the one hand, there is the knowledge of sin; 

not about sin, or sin just in its theory: I mean to know yourself as a sinner as 

God sees your sins. That is what we call ‘conviction of sin.’ It is to be 

convinced of the truth of what God has to say, what He feels and what He 

knows about your sinful state. That is essential teaching; vital teaching. On 

the other hand there is the branch of salvation, which is the great answer to the 

sins that conviction reveals. And, when all is said and done, in the life of faith 

and in the beginning of the work of grace, the child of God is being led, firstly 

into one of these branches, then into the other, in greater or lesser measure. As 

he goes along, perhaps he learns more deeply of himself as a sinner, and more 

of his need of a Saviour. 

 

So, in one sense, when the pastor stands up to preach the gospel of the 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has only two branches of teaching to bring 

before you. You may say, ‘Well, we have heard all these things many times 

before.’ You may well have done. But do you know yourself as a sinner as 

God knows you? Do you know the Saviour, who is the answer to those sins 

that are so much against your name in God’s book? This is the great question. 

‘Oh!’ you say, ‘but I have other things on my mind this evening. I have 

matters in providence: in my body, in my family or in my business. I have a 

busy week before me; I have mountains which I do not know how to deal 

with. Surely they are as important!’ No, they are not as important. They are 

important, and God knows their importance in your life. And, child of God, 

He will not fail to help you in them. But, remember what the Lord said to 

Martha when she was cumbered about with much serving: “One thing is 

needful.” It was Mary who chose “that good part, which shall not be taken 

away from her.” If God should settle this great matter of sin and salvation in 

your heart tonight, then do not forget another word that goes along with it: if 

God “spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all,” (that is, all 

His dear children) “how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?” 
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In other words, all things that appertain to your life here below. “Your Father 

knoweth.” Your God is not unaware. 

 

But, be sure of it, dear friend, this is the vital thing. For, to get through the 

journey of this time-state and have no knowledge of ourselves as sinners, and 

no knowledge of the Saviour, however much the south wind may have blown 

softly all our lives: we may have prospered in our family, in our business, had 

a huge bank balance, lived a good life (as many may say) perhaps even a 

morally upright life and done no one any harm: all that will be of no avail, if, 

when you come to the entrance to the Celestial City, you lack this vital 

credential. Where is your certificate? On that certificate will be shown two 

things. One: your name as a sinner. Second: against it the Saviour’s name as 

the answer to those sins. Have you your certificate, tonight? You say, ‘Where 

do I get it?’ Not from the pastor. No. ‘Where do I get it, then?’ you ask. The 

Holy Ghost. He is the only One who can give you a clear credential for 

heaven. He is the only One who can write in your heart those credentials 

which will carry you safely through time, through death itself and stand by 

you in the judgment day. These are the things that God Himself will 

acknowledge as what He has done for you and within you. 

 

I make these remarks by way of introduction, because our text is a very 

well-known one, and an often quoted one. Some of you may say, ‘Well, we 

have heard all that is to be said about this text.’ Well, I thank God for that 

word in Holy Writ: He “bringeth forth out of His treasure things new and 

old.” Yes, it is an old text that I am bringing before you tonight. These are old 

truths, but the Holy Ghost can make them new:  so new, so fresh, that, dear 

friends, it will be just as if it was the first time you heard these glad and 

blessed tidings. “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: 

though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be 

red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 

 

There are just two further things by way of introduction. First of all 

concerning God’s servant, Isaiah. What a faithful man he was! He prophesied 

through the reign of four kings: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. Two of 

those (at least) were godly; one of them was most ungodly. But I am sure, 

dear friends, he proclaimed the same truth whatever king sat on the throne. He 

was not like the chameleon: changing his coat to suit the circumstances in 

which he was found. No. He loved the truth so much that he suffered as a 

martyr for it at the end of his days, probably in the days of Manasseh. 
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The second thing we would say is that the great burden of Isaiah 1, from 

Israel’s point of view, was this: though they were still attending (in many 

respects) to the outward ordinances of God’s house, and still going to 

worship, yet their worship was hollow. Hollow. On one hand they were 

professing to serve the God of Israel, yet, on the other hand they were serving 

idols and the world. Their whole life, in its hard, callous way, showed there 

was no grace in the heart. And the Lord called them “Sodom and Gomorrah.” 

You know what Sodom and Gomorrah were: how abhorrent they were in 

God’s eyes! So much so they were destroyed before God as recorded in the 

Book of Genesis. And the Lord called Israel and Judah that same name. 

 

But there was one remarkable difference. Whereas in Sodom and 

Gomorrah ten righteous men could not be found, yet, it does say in verse 9 

that God had reserved for Himself “a very small remnant.” What is a 

remnant? You younger ones may ask, what is a remnant? You may perhaps 

see someone making a dress out of cloth. They cut the cloth to the proper size, 

and that which is left behind which is not needed is a remnant. It is small and 

despised. God said that He had left for Himself “a very small remnant.” They 

had nothing to boast of in themselves; nothing to be proud of. Nonetheless, 

God had reserved them and, in His sight, they were precious. They were as the 

ten righteous men would have been in Sodom and Gomorrah, could there have 

been found as many there as Abraham pleaded for. This is the background to 

our text this evening. 

 

I want to come to it now in the gospel sense. While it is undoubtedly a 

word to rebellious Israel and Judah to return to their God, there is a gospel 

word before us this evening. I just want to draw, with God’s help, some 

gospel principles from it. May He draw us in through this blessed door of 

mercy that is here set before sinners. 

 

 The first thing we must say is that this word is spoken by God. You may 

ask: ‘Why is that so important?’ I will tell you why it is so important, sinner. 

It is against God that you have sinned. David said that when he had sinned 

against Uriah, Bathsheba, his nation and his wives. But he said: “Against 

Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Thy sight.” Why did he 

put it like that? Because, dear friends, only God can forgive sins. You may sin 

against another fellow creature and they may forgive you, if you go in a sorry 

frame. They may, as it were, carry on as though it had not happened. That is 
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good as far as it goes. But, did you take that sin to God? Did you ask Him for 

forgiveness? ‘Oh!’ you say, ‘I did not need to, did I?’ Whose law were you 

breaking when you did that offensive thing; when perhaps you told that lie? 

Or when you lost your patience, or when you were unclean in your 

conversation? Friends, I know not why I say that. But, listen! Who were you 

sinning against? You were sinning against God, who is Lord. “Holy, holy, 

holy, Lord God Almighty.” Only He can forgive sins. “Who can forgive sins 

but God only?” Do remember that. Many are being deceived on this very 

point. We often criticize the Roman Catholic Church for pretending that their 

priests can absolve sinners. We know they cannot. But let us come closer to 

home. We can be resting short of a precious Christ. We can carnally forgive 

our own sins, very easily. We can forget them and pass on as if they were not 

there. We can cover them up with a few good works, a few tears, a few sorry 

moments and then carry on as if all is done. And yet there has been no 

bringing of the matter to almighty God! There has been no answer from His 

throne about your sins! I tell you, dear friends, it is vital for you to know 

tonight: “Who can forgive sins but God only?” Heart sins, sins of word, sins 

of thought, sins of deed, family sins, Church sins, ministerial sins, business 

sins. Oh, the multitude of sins there are for God to deal with! And a child of 

God knows it and feels it. He becomes a sinner in God’s sight. It is the Lord 

who is speaking tonight; that is the most wonderful thing about it. The God 

against whom we have sinned, the God against whom we have transgressed, 

the God whose law we have trampled underfoot: it is God who sets forth His 

glorious word of reconciliation and pardon to those who see, by grace, their 

sins as God sees them. “…saith the LORD,” it says in our text. 

 

The next thing I want you to notice is how does God describe sin? He 

uses two colours which are very alike but different in their meaning: scarlet 

and crimson. Scarlet is the colour of shame. That shows that there is a shame 

attached to sin. Sinner, it is very solemn if there is not this shame, very 

solemn indeed. If you have ceased to be ashamed of sin, it is a very solemn 

thing. Something has gone very, very wrong in your conscience if you have 

ceased to be ashamed of sin. May God keep our consciences alert. 

 

Those of you who have read the February issue of The Friendly 

Companion will have read of a man who was asleep when, one night, he heard 

his dog barking. He told it to be quiet, but it would not lay down. So he told it 

again, and in the end he got so angry he shot the dog. But then, burglars got in 

and stole most of his possessions and they left him dead, as well. One good 
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man said: ‘That man with his dog is just like an un-renewed sinner with his 

conscience. He would rather shoot the conscience than let it tell the truth.’ 

Then the devil has his way. Oh, dear friend, do not shoot your conscience! Let 

it speak! Let it answer! Let it declare the truth! Ask God to make your 

conscience honest before Him. Let it tell the truth about your life: the hidden 

recesses of it, the deep corners of it, that that no one else sees; young lives as 

well as older lives, lives at school, lives at home, lives in the business, lives in 

the workplace, lives when you are on your own when none other can see. Let 

conscience do its work. May God the Holy Ghost use conscience, by His 

blessed teaching, to make you very solemnly aware of what it is to be a sinner. 

The Lord Jesus said that “when He is come, He will reprove” (that is 

convince) “the world of sin.” When you convince someone, they are well 

persuaded of the truth. There is no debate about it. There is no prevarication 

about it. There is no ‘if’ or ‘but.’ You are convinced of it. And when the Holy 

Ghost comes like that, you are convinced that you are the sinner that the Holy 

Ghost describes: black, vile, filthy, unsound and weak in every sense. That is 

what God has to say about your sins. It is a great mercy if you come into this 

word ‘scarlet’ in this sense: ashamed of your sins. Not because others have 

seen your sins. You can be ashamed like that; when your sins are found out 

and seen by others. But that is not right. That is not conviction. Conviction is 

when you are ashamed of what God sees; of what no one else may see, but of 

what God sees. “Though your sins be as scarlet.” 

 

Well, dear friends, let me ask you a question tonight. Has God shown you 

the scarlet nature of your sins? You know that often quoted word of which we 

read in verses 5 and 6 of the chapter. Listen to how God describes the sins of 

Israel. “Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: 

the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot 

even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and 

putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither 

mollified with ointment.” What a picture, a wretched picture, of man! Sinner, 

that is you in God’s sight! I was very struck with a verse you will find in 2 

Samuel 14. There we read of Absalom. I had never noticed this until it was 

quoted by our deacon in prayer this morning. “But in all Israel there was none 

to be so much praised as Absalom for his beauty: from the sole of his foot 

even to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him.” That was 

Absalom naturally. And that became his snare. His natural body was, 

apparently, very beautiful and very attractive. Finally, that became his 

undoing. But, if Absalom had known himself as God had known him he 
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would not have said that, or let it be said about him. No. He would have said: 

‘No. I am not like what people may think I am. I am a revolting character. My 

head is sick, my heart is faint. From the sole of my foot to my head, there is 

no soundness in it.’ That is what he would have said. But, like the Laodicean 

Church, Absalom did not know himself as God knew him. He thought he was 

“rich, and increased with goods,” and had “need of nothing”. He was proud of 

himself. He strutted around this earth, proud of himself. And that became his 

undoing. Friend, we have nothing to be proud of. Our bodies; we thank God 

for them but you should never make an idol of them in your dress or in your 

behaviour. That is not right. We are sinners in God’s sight. We should walk 

and we should behave with this solemn realisation in our hearts: we are 

sinners. 

 

“Yes! I’m a poor sinner and nothing at all 

 

Can you go on, and say with the child of God: 

 

But Jesus my Saviour is my All in all.” 

A.R. Habershon 

 

 So here we have ‘scarlet sins.’ Then it says: ‘crimson sins.’ I like that 

word, in this sense: it reminds me of blood. Whose blood? The blood of Jesus 

Christ, God’s Son, to which we will come in a moment. It is the price that 

must be paid. If scarlet sins are to be washed away, crimson blood must be 

shed. Oh, to see your sins! They are not only as offensive to God’s holy law: 

bringing shame in that respect, but may God lead us to the foot of the cross, 

and there see something else: what our sins have cost the Saviour. To hear the 

groanings, the sighs, the tears, the weeping, the burden: the insupportable 

burden that He groaned under, to hear that dreadful cry: “My God, My God, 

why hast Thou forsaken Me?” Sinner, why is this? 

 

                              “Sinner, thou hast done the deed; 

                                Thou hast made the Saviour bleed! 

                                Justice drew its sword on Me! 

                                Pierced My heart to pass by thee!”” 

J. Berridge 

 

Oh, to get a glimpse like that of Gethsemane and of Calvary! That will do the 

deed, dear friends! That will break your heart. That will give you a right view 
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of the exceeding sinfulness of sin. It will indeed. Here, then, first of all, is 

God’s description of a sinner. 

 

There are two things about a sinner which we are apt to forget. One is, we 

are sin. We come forth as sinners from the womb. Our very nature is sin. And 

secondly, not only is our very nature sin, but we have added to that sin (which 

is natural to us) a multitude: an innumerable multitude, of offences against 

God. We have added, even to the Fall of Adam, by our own wretched 

wanderings, waywardness, rebellion, sin and pride. You name it, dear friend: 

the sinner has done it. This is our wretched case and state before God. 

 

                             “How sad our state by nature is; 

                               Our sin how deep its stains; 

                               And Satan binds our captive minds 

                               Fast in his slavish chains.” 

I. Watts 

 

Now, what does God say to this crimson sinner; this scarlet sinner, 

tonight? Wonder of wonders! “Come now.” Two words – so surprising! 

“Come”? What, this polluted sinner to this holy God? This unclean thing 

approach the pure Almighty? This defiled wretch come into the presence of a 

most Holy God? Can that be right? It is what our text says. “Come.” And 

then, the second word: “now.” Surely we should wait until we are somewhat 

better; until we have patched things up a bit, and perhaps lost the acute 

memory of our sin, so that we can at least bring a little reformation with us! 

Surely that would be the right way to come! But, no. It does not say that. It 

says: “Come now.” I know some of you say (and I know it of a truth): ‘we 

cannot come without the Lord’s drawing power.’ That I know only too well. 

But, if the Holy Ghost makes this Spirit and life in your heart tonight, then 

you will know what it is to “come now.” May He do so. Because: 

 

                                  “If you tarry till you’re better, 

                                   You will never come at all. 

                                   Not the righteous, 

                                   Sinners Jesus came to call.” 

J. Hart 

 

“Come now.” It is a wonderful word when the Lord says that word, 

“come.” He said ‘depart’ to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. On Mount 
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Sinai it was ‘depart.’ The children of Israel fled from the mountain. But now 

the Lord says: “Come.” And when He says “come,” it is not that He has 

changed His mind about the sinfulness of sinners; it is not that He has lowered 

His standard, as it were, to make it easier for sinners to meet the holy 

standards of divine justice. God forbid you should think that. No. He says 

“come” because He has opened a door for sinners, and it is in the precious 

name, love, blood and mercy of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Oh, the 

wonder of that open door! Those bleeding hands, and feet, and side! 

 

                                 “A door of hope is opened wide, 

In Jesus’ bleeding hands and side.” 

W. Gadsby 

 

See what the dear Redeemer did! See what God the Father did when He 

sent His only begotten Son into this sin-cursed earth to put the matter right on 

behalf of the sinner who is taught this lesson in our text! What did the dear 

Saviour do? First of all, He came holy, harmless, undefiled, and blemish free. 

Absalom could not stand in the sight of this perfection, if the two had met. 

No, indeed he could not. He would have appeared as a filthy rag compared to 

a precious Christ. Friends, it would be the same if you and I met a precious 

Christ, in that respect. A filthy rag! But, He was “holy, harmless, undefiled, 

separate from sinners” – in thought, word and deed. He was pure and holy in 

every respect. He did not come forth from the womb “speaking lies”. He did 

not come forth as a sinner. “That holy Thing” that was born of the virgin 

Mary was called the Son of God. There was no sin there, whatsoever. His holy 

Person was in the Man, Christ Jesus. He had no sinful thoughts, no fallen 

nature and no inclination to evil. He had a holy abhorrence of everything God 

hated, and a holy love of everything God loved. This is the dear Jesus who 

came on behalf of sinners. He came under that law that curses sinners for their 

backslidings and wanderings. He came under that law that could only curse, 

and which could never provide a remedy on its own conditions. 

 

But, Jesus came under it. And, first of all, dear friends, He paid the price 

of righteousness that was demanded. For, if the sacrifice to be laid down was 

to be effectual, it must be a holy sacrifice. The sufferings must be holy, the 

life laid down must be holy and the Person must be holy. That is why the dear 

Lamb of God, “Emmanuel, God with us” was the only One who could make a 

sacrifice for sin. Remember that. 
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                                “There was no other good enough 

                                  To pay the price of sin; 

                                  He only could unlock the gate 

                  Of heaven, and let us” (poor sinners; His people) “in.” 

                       C. F. Alexander 

 

Secondly, remember this about the dear suffering Saviour. When He took 

into His loving hands that cup of wrath (which was to be drunk to its very 

dregs), He drained it of every curse that was in it against the Church of Christ. 

He endured it Himself. We cannot begin to comprehend what He suffered, 

both in Gethsemane and especially on Calvary’s cross. We cannot begin to 

estimate the sorrows of His heart as “the pains of hell gat hold upon” the dear 

Saviour; as He endured the punishment in the sinners’ place due to the sins I 

have been describing. This was the only answer to their sins. 

 

And, when He had lived the life that the law demanded and paid the price 

that the law demanded, He laid down “His life a ransom for many.” We read 

“the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.” A door 

was opened into the “holiest of all”. That is why our text says “come.” There 

is a door opened.  

 

                 “The door of Thy mercy stands open all day, 

To the poor and the needy, who knock by the way. 

                   No sinner shall ever be empty sent back, 

                   Who comes seeking mercy for Jesus’s sake.” 

J. Stocker 

 

Oh, this blessed word, “come!” It is an opened door for the vilest, blackest, 

filthiest, wretched sinner that this world has ever known, but “who lives to 

feel his need.” Bless God for this word “come.” 

 

Then it says: “now.” As I just said now, we need the Holy Ghost to make 

this “now” in your heart and mine. May He do so this evening hour. It is a 

very important word, because, as we will come to in a moment, the devil and 

unbelief put many objections in the way of this reasoning of which our text 

speaks. ‘You cannot come now,’ says the devil, ‘you are not good enough.’ 

Or, ‘You cannot come now because you are not black enough yet. You do not 

feel your sins enough.’ He will say that, as well. He will take so many 
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objections and put them in the way. He will say, ‘You cannot come now, it is 

too late.’ Or, he may say, ‘You need not come now, because you can come 

tomorrow or the next day.’ So the devil reasons with his own black art of 

reasoning. He will do anything to keep the sinner from the throne of grace, 

from the door of mercy, from the blood of sprinkling and from the only hope 

for his wretched condition. 

 

But, God is determined to save this sinner. He is determined that he will 

come to this door. There is no ‘if’ here, no ‘but,’ no ‘perhaps,’ no ‘maybe.’ 

God is determined to save the sinner whom He is dealing with in this way. So, 

He says: ‘Do not listen to the devil’s reasoning.’ “Let us reason together, saith 

the LORD.” You reason with your heart, you reason with others and you 

reason with the devil about it. ‘No,’ says the Lord. ‘Cease from man; cease 

from the devil.’ “Let us reason together, saith the LORD.” 

 

Now, this word ‘reason.’ What does it mean? First of all, you have to go 

back into the covenant of grace. I use the word very reverently, but you will 

understand what I mean. In the covenant of grace there was some wonderful 

‘reasoning’ that went on (in eternity past) when God the Father determined 

there should be a people, redeemed with blood, to praise a Triune God to all 

eternity. The three Persons of the glorious Trinity (in their holy mind), 

‘reasoned’ together as to how this would be done. We are only putting human 

words to what is impossible to describe. But, this we do know: the Word of 

God says so, there was a time in eternity past when God the Son said to His 

dear Father: “Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written 

of Me, I delight to do Thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within My heart.” 

Again, the Word of God says: “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” 

And the dear Son of God said to His dear Father and the Spirit: ‘I will go.’ 

What wonderful reasoning there was! What wonderful reasoning of the 

blessed Spirit, as well, who determined that these for whom the dear Saviour 

was to come, would know themselves as sinners, and, know the Saviour as 

their Saviour. Oh, bless God for the reasoning (I say it most reverently) in the 

covenant of grace! May God give us some sweet meditation upon it. It is the 

most wonderful covenant that has ever been made. It is the foundation of the 

Church; the Church is built on it. If this should fail, everything fails with it. 

But it cannot fail. It cannot fail. Bless God for that. 

 

But, our text says that this great God will now reason with the sinner. 

How does God reason with sinners? Our text tells us. First of all, God does 
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not hide the true state of matters from that sinner. Sometimes a doctor might 

hide from his patient, for one reason or another, the true seriousness of his 

condition. God does not do that. When God reasons with sinners, He paints 

the picture as it is. ‘Your sins are as scarlet. They are full of shame, and they 

are sins which demand blood. Only the blood of My dear Son can put the 

matter right.’ That is how shameful your sins, and mine are. God does not 

hide the matter of sin, and nor should we, either.  

 

The second thing God reasons with His dear people about, is this: 

‘Although your sins are like that; although they are offensive to Me: as smoke 

in My nostrils; although they are an abomination to My holy Person; although 

I hate sin with a perfect hatred: despite all that, still come.’ This is a great 

mystery, but a most blessed truth. What else does God say in reasoning with 

His dear people? ‘Yes, I hate your sins with a perfect hatred. They are an 

abomination to Me. They are an abomination; they are like smoke in My 

nostrils. But, I have a Remedy. I have an answer.’ “Though your sins be as 

scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they 

shall be as wool.” How shall this be brought to pass? Only God can do it, I 

told you that at the outset. I tell you it again tonight: guilty sinner, only God 

can put this matter right. Only God the Son is the ‘sinners’ Substitute’, and 

only God the Holy Ghost can apply what the ‘sinners’ Substitute’ has done for 

poor sinners. 

 

But, here is the answer to the coming sinner; the believing, praying, 

longing, hoping, venturing sinner: although yours sins be like this, “they shall 

be as white as snow.” The shame will be taken from them. Why is the shame 

taken from them? Because the dear Lamb of God suffered in ignominy and 

shame on Calvary’s cross for them. There He took the shame, and nailed it to 

His cross until the last vestige of shame was put away, and so He left His 

Church blemish free: without blemish and without spot. Yes, Absalom vainly 

thought he was like that. But God’s dear people are like that in God’s sight 

when God has done this great work. From the sole of their foot, to the crown 

of their head, there is no blemish in them, because they are complete in Christ. 

They are clothed in His obedience, washed in His blood, loved with His love 

and saved by His grace. This is what Paul speaks of in Ephesians 5 when he 

tells us what Christ has done for His bride. What does he say? Listen: “Christ 

also loved the Church, and gave Himself for it; That He might sanctify and 

cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That He might present it to 

Himself a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but 
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that it should be holy and without blemish.” Do you think He has failed in 

that? Do you think that is just an aspiration? What a low view you have of 

Christ, if that is what you think! Friend, He has done it! He has done it! 

 

                             “It is finished,” said the Lord, 

                               In His dying minute; 

                               Holy Ghost, repeat the word, 

                               Full salvation’s in it.” 

J. Hart 

 

He has done it! He has accomplished it! The robe is brought forth: 

spotless, pure and blemish free. And His Church is clothed in it. 

 

 

                                  “And, lest the shadow of a spot 

                                    Should on my soul be found, 

       He took the robe the Saviour wrought, 

                                    And cast it all around.” 

I. Watts 

 

Yes, blessed be God for the gospel: the robe of Christ’s righteousness to cover 

the guilty sinner. However shameful his or her life, young or old; this blessed 

robe covers it all. It hides from God’s sight sins of every shape, size and 

name.  

 

                                  “He that wears it 

                                    Is by God exalted high.” 

J. Kent 

 

 “They shall be as white as snow.” That means, dear friends, as white as 

God can make them. David goes even further in expressing it: “whiter than 

snow.” When it snows, it is very beautiful for a little while, is it not? But, let 

men walk on it, and it soon becomes slushy and dirty. David said: “whiter 

than snow.” What did he mean? Friends, the robe of Christ never needs 

washing. It never needs cleansing. It never fades. It is ever new. “White as 

snow.”   

 

 “Though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” There is the 

covering. Wool is a covering to cover black, vile, filthy sinners. And this wool 
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grows on the sheep. The dear Lamb of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, was that 

One of whom we read: “as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth 

not His mouth.” We say it most reverently: His righteousness was shorn from 

Him to cover the Church and her wretched guilt laid on Him to take away; to 

suffer, bleed and die for. He never lost His righteousness as the Son of God. 

That could not be. He never lost His righteousness as the Son of man, in that 

sense. He was the “holy, harmless, undefiled” Son of God. The Church could 

never alter that. Pure in His humanity, pure in His Godhead: none could alter 

that. The robe He worked out for His dear people was one He did not need for 

Himself. But His Church needed it. That is why He submitted to it being taken 

from Him, that they might be clothed with it. And, wonder of wonders, He 

took on Himself their shame and guilt. As the hymnwriter said: 

 

                              “Behold a scene of matchless grace, 

                              ’Tis Jesus in the sinner’s place; 

   Heaven’s brightest Glory sunk in shame, 

                               That rebels might adore His name.” 

W. Gadsby 

 

Oh, the transferring of the obedience of Christ to the Church, and the 

transferring of the guilt of the Church to Christ! 

 

 On the day of the Atonement, every year, there were two goats, one of 

which was slain as an offering. One was offered up. The other, upon which 

Aaron pronounced the guilt of the nation, was taken away into a place 

uninhabited. Godly scholars tell us that on the Day of Atonement the children 

of Israel would wait for the man who took that goat to come back empty 

handed. They would shout for joy when they saw him come back empty 

handed. In other words, the sin had been put away. And, in a wonderful way, 

when our Lord appears that “second time without sin unto salvation,” what a 

great joy and acclamation there will be! He will not resurrect His people’s 

sins; they have been put away for ever. For ever! Drowned in His precious 

blood; drowned for ever; never to be recalled. “I have blotted out, as a thick 

cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto Me; for I have 

redeemed thee.” This is the gospel, friends. “Let us reason together, saith the 

LORD.”  

 

 Now, look at it from the sinner’s angle. What does the sinner have to say 

about it? Good Job tells us something about this reasoning. I like his 
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language; he unfolds the real meaning of reasoning, does he not? In chapter 

23 he says: “Oh that I knew where I might find Him! that I might come even 

to His seat! I would order my cause before Him, and fill my mouth with 

arguments. I would know the words which He would answer me, and 

understand what He would say unto me. Will He plead against me with His 

great power? No; but He would put strength in me. There the righteous might 

dispute with Him; so should I be delivered for ever from my Judge.” Now, 

that is the reasoning of our text. Job knew something about it. When a poor, 

guilty, filthy, wretched sinner comes and bows before the mercy seat, 

pleading the blood that did once for sin atone, and finding – oh, how 

wonderful! – “delivered for ever from my Judge.” “Who is he that 

condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even 

at the right hand of God, who also” (the other ‘also’ is the blessed Spirit) 

“maketh intercession for us.” “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s 

elect? It is God that justifieth.” It is God that justifies. It is God’s work. 

“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD.” 

 

 Now, poor sinner, favoured sinner, if you get the answer to your sins from 

the Lord; it does not matter what the devil says, what unbelief says or what 

other sinners or other saints may say about it. That makes no difference. It 

does not alter God’s Word. If He has spoken to your heart forgiveness and 

pardon through the precious blood, and sealed it home and made it yours: that 

is done forever. “Whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be 

put to it, nor any thing taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear 

before Him.” 

 

 I like what Peter has to say; I will just mention it and then I will close. He 

reminds us of the great cost of redemption. “Forasmuch as ye know that ye 

were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold,” (they will 

never pay the price of your sins; never ever. They are corruptible) “from your 

vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the 

precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and without spot: 

Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world.” Yes, the 

Word of God says so. 

 

“Come now.” May God bring these first two words into your heart and 

mine this evening hour. “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the 

LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 

they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” God has said it, coming 
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sinner. God has said it to that poor, guilty sinner here tonight who crept into 

Old Baptist Chapel feeling unworthy even to cross the threshold. God has said 

it to that sinner whom the Holy Ghost has awakened to a sense of His sin. 

There is a welcome. As good John Bunyan puts it: “Come and Welcome.” 

May God help you to come, and may God show you the welcome there is for: 

 

                                  “The vilest sinner out of hell, 

                                    Who lives to feel his need, 

                            [He] Is welcome to a Throne of Grace, 

                                    The Saviour’s blood to plead.” 

W. Gadsby 

 

Well, these are poor attempts to preach a blessed gospel, but may God make it 

Spirit and life to your heart and mine. And, friend, be sure of this: you need 

your credentials from God, and no one else. 

Amen. 

 

 

 


