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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 8th July, 2012 

 

   Text: “Think on these things.”  Philippians 4, part of verse 8. 

    

 If I read the whole verse, you will know the ‘things’ that Paul (and, 

even more importantly than Paul, the Holy Ghost) would have us think 

of. “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are 

honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 

whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if 

there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.” 

Here is a divine admonition for us each. The heart and the mind 

(particularly the mind) that God has ordained that man should have, is 

made in an exceedingly complex way. Even the most advanced 

computer that man has invented in this day of technology, is nothing 

whatsoever to be compared with the complexity and the skill of our 

Creator in the creation of our body and being – especially in the mind, 

where our thoughts are, and where the channel of our opinions, motives 

and reasons run. 

 

When God made man and woman in the Garden of Eden, the mind 

that He gave them was true, honest, just, pure, lovely, of good report 

and of virtue. While man possessed a mind like that, there was perfect 

happiness and peace in the Garden of Eden. Whenever the Lord God 

Almighty ventured to enter that Garden in His divine capacity and 

authority, (it was His divine right to do so; it was His creation), the 

innocent couple were glad that He should be found among them. There 

was nothing in their hearts or minds which was contrary to what He 

intended should be there. And, had that blessed state of affairs 

continued, Adam and Eve would still have been alive on the face of this 

earth now.  

 

But (and this is a most dreadful ‘but’ – it is a most solemn ‘but’ – it 

has affected us each), we know there was one who was very jealous of 

the state of the mind of man in his innocency. In that blessed 
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relationship between the Creator and His creature, there was perfect 

felicity and peace. There was nothing to cause any contrary mind 

between them. But, the arch enemy of souls, Satan, knew, from his own 

solemn, dreadful experience, that one thing would break that union and 

break that communion. If only he could infect the mind of man with 

that dreadful thing, sin, he knew straight away, (because God is who He 

is – holy; and all the blessed things we have in our text emanate from 

God, who is a holy God), that the communion between Adam and Eve 

with their Creator would be broken. And how successful Satan was in 

it! Firstly, he came in the guise of the serpent and began to question 

what God had said, asking if God meant what He had said. He then 

brought Eve to taste of the forbidden fruit. And she gave it to Adam. So 

their eyes were opened, and there was a sense in their minds that they 

had never felt before. There was shame and guilt on their consciences. 

They knew they were not fit to stand in God’s presence. We know the 

efforts they made to try and put matters right; by their fig leaf garments, 

and by hiding among the trees in the Garden. And, when the Lord God 

Almighty came into the Garden saying to Adam: “Where art thou?” He 

knew where he was. But, He would have Adam realise where he had 

got to. The guilty pair were brought before the Lord in their shame. 

 

When they were banished from the Garden of Eden (blessed be God 

they were not banished without hope; they were not banished without a 

ray of divine light concerning the remedy), but, nonetheless, from that 

moment, Adam’s fallen race have been born with a mind that is 

alienated from God. There are not, by nature, in your heart or mine, 

things that are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, of good report and 

virtuous. We are told: “The heart is deceitful above all things, and 

desperately wicked.” It is a corrupt fountain; it is a corrupt tree from 

which can come no good fruit in God’s sight. Satan’s master-stroke was 

to infect the mind of man. We read in 2 Corinthians 4 that the “god of 

this world” (which is Satan) “hath blinded the minds.” Note that: “the 

minds.” He has taken control of the thoughts and the reason of man 

“lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, 

should shine unto them.” 
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Now, you and I are born with a mind very different from that which 

Paul here sets before us this morning. That does not mean you are 

without excuse. It does not mean that you are inexcusable. The Word of 

God says you are “without excuse.” If you are honest with yourself, 

you will acknowledge that it is a willing ignorance which is in your 

natural man. The natural man would that it was so. There is no desire 

that it should be any different. But, if you have been awakened by 

divine grace; if God has given you a new heart and a new spirit, then 

you will desire to think on those things that Paul here sets before us this 

Sabbath morning. Where have your thoughts been this past week? 

Where have they been since you have been in this house of God this 

morning? Have they all been God-centred thoughts? Have you been 

wholly engaged in adoring Father, Son and Holy Ghost? Has every 

thought been a pure one, a clean one, an upright one and a Christ-

centred one? Be honest. Be honest, dear friends. If your thoughts were 

written on that wall over there, what would they tell? What tale would 

they tell? Or, where your thoughts have been this past week: what tale 

would they tell? We read, in the Book of Daniel, of God writing on the 

wall the sins of a king about to sink into a lost eternity. “Thou art 

weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.” How solemn it was 

for Belshazzar in that dreadful day! 

 

You may ask, ‘Does God take notice of thoughts? Surely if I have 

done my best, and striven to do that which is right; if I have kept up an 

outward appearance; an outwardly moral, uprightness, does it really 

matter what I think?’ It does. What you think, dear friends, is what you 

are. It is the very root of your being. You have only to look into the 

Word of God and see how God reproved thoughts; as well as words and 

deeds. Take, for example, the man we read of in the Acts of the 

Apostles who thought that the Holy Ghost could be bought with money. 

Let me just read exactly what Peter said, and you will see what the 

Word of God has to say about thoughts: “Thy money perish with thee, 

because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with 

money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not 

right in the sight of God. Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and 

pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. 
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For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of 

iniquity.” 

 

Again, take another case: Ananias and Sapphira. In the early 

Church, such was the love of Christ in the hearts of believers that “they 

had all things common.” Those who had large possessions sold them 

and laid the money at the apostles feet for them to deal graciously with 

for those who were in less prosperous circumstances. So the needs of 

the poor were met. Ananias and Sapphira had a piece of land which 

they sold. But, they kept back part of the price. They told the apostles 

that they had sold it for a certain amount, when, in fact, they kept back 

part of the price. No one else of their acquaintances knew, but they 

themselves. They kept it in their hearts. They did not go around telling 

their friends and neighbours. But God knew. How solemn it was when 

Ananias was challenged by the Apostle Peter! ‘Did you sell that land 

for this price?’ ‘Oh, yes!’ says Ananias. What did Peter say? “Thou 

hast not lied unto men, but unto God.” Friends, Ananias fell down dead. 

Three hours later his wife came in and said exactly the same, and she 

fell down dead, as well. Their thoughts were known and noticed by 

God. 

 

Now, I make these preliminary remarks to remind you just how 

solemn a matter this is. God, who searches the heart, knows the 

thoughts and the intents of it. He knows the motives for your actions, 

the reasons for what you are doing and what you are even now 

conceiving in your mind. He knows it all. Could you really pray that 

prayer that we read at the end of our reading this morning? “Search me, 

O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if 

there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” 

 

 So, you have to confess your wrong actions and your wrong words, 

but have you ever confessed your wrong thoughts? An unkind thought, 

an unclean thought or an uncalled for thought? Have you ever had to 

turned aside and beg the Lord to forgive the thoughts of your heart? 

God’s law goes as deep as that. It is a spiritual law, and it goes right to 

the very root of your being. Let us be very clear – the Lord Jesus Christ 
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took it up when He said this to His disciples: “Those things which 

proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the 

man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 

fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: These are the things 

which defile a man.” 

 

That leads me to one other thought, before we come to our text and 

those things, with God’s help, we should be thinking of. That is this, 

and you dear young friends, especially, listen. You are growing up in a 

day when the media is very, very powerful, more than it has ever been 

in all the history of this dying world, and, as has been the case 

throughout the history of this world, the devil has got hold of it. 

Although we are to be in the world, we cannot shut ourselves away like 

hermits (God forbid we should do that; the Word of God does not tell 

us that we should do that), on the other hand, we should be very aware 

of the great, grievous dangers there are in the power that Satan has over 

the things men watch, read and are involved in, especially in our day 

when, electronically, things can travel around the world in seconds. 

And, remember, Satan having got hold of it, he knows how to ignite 

fires of lust, covetousness, wickedness and worldliness in the hearts of 

sinners. He knows that he can inject a thought into a sinner’s heart to 

which the inner corruption will respond. He knows sin has a root there. 

Then, dear friends, you will see the power of these things in our day.  

 

So, what you should do, is this: whatever you read, or watch, or 

listen to, put it to this test: Is it true? Is it honest? Is it just? Is it pure? Is 

it lovely? Is it of good report? Is it virtuous? If it fails that test, you 

know what you ought to be doing. Turn from it! Flee from it! Hasten 

from it! ‘Oh,’ you say, ‘you are a narrow minded man!’ I am not. 

Friends, your soul is at stake! Satan is after your soul! He knows that if 

he can grip your soul with these sinful things and bind you hand and 

foot with them, unless God intervenes, by grace alone, you will be in a 

lost eternity. That is why I have to remind you, again and again about 

these matters from this pulpit. You may think I am narrow minded, but 

it is your soul I am concerned about. In the Great Day it will have to be 

asked: ‘Have I been faithful to you?’ I ask you again: put to the test 
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what you watch and what you listen to. You dear young friends, what 

you read: is it true? Is it honest? Is it just? Is it pure? Is it lovely? Is it of 

good report? Is it virtuous? You may say, ‘Wherever are we going to 

find anything to watch, read, see or hear like that?’ I will tell you one 

place you will find it: in this blessed Book; this holy Book. May God 

give you the grace to come out of all those things that the devil has got 

hold of. It may be (I do not know) the devil is gripping one heart, one 

young heart, here this very morning. The devil has got in through these 

very things. The Word of God is so clear: “Wherefore come out from 

among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 

unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, 

and ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” Now, 

you need grace to do that. 

 

I will tell you a little of my own experience, for a moment. I do not 

want to preach of myself; God forbid I should do that, but I will tell you 

what I experienced when I was a young lad. There was, in the local 

cinema at Biggleswade, a film being shown that we were expected, by 

the school, to watch. We were told it would help us with our English 

Literature Examination. My parents, being godly and sober, had always 

warned us against such places, and had never taken us in the precincts 

of such a den of iniquity. But, we were told that this was the place for 

us to go if we were going to be helped in our exams. Well, I asked my 

father: ‘Could I go?’ He said, ‘You pray about it. You know what I 

would say, but you pray about it.’ Friends, I knew then the answer that 

he was giving. But, I really asked the Lord to give me permission to go. 

Well, the next Lord’s Day I was sitting in the gallery at Southill, and 

Mr Parker, the pastor of Hertford, was preaching. Suddenly he stopped 

in his sermon, and said something nothing to do with what he was 

preaching. He said: “Come out from among them, and be ye separate, 

saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing.” I knew what I ought to 

be doing, but, I was not strong enough in my mind to do what the Word 

of God said, and I went against my conscience. And how I smarted for 

it! How many times since I have had to ask the Lord to forgive me for 

going against His Word! Blessed be God, I have never darkened the 

door of such a place again, and I trust that, by God’s mercy, I never will 
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do so again. But the point I make, dear friends, is that if you are to 

come out, and if you are to be kept, you need a stronger power than 

your old will, or resolution or determination. Why I have to speak like 

this this morning I do not know, but, I must be faithful to you as your 

pastor, because I have to give an account on the Great Day of 

Judgment. ‘Did I warn you? Did I tell you what the devil was about? 

Did I tell you where these things will lead to?’ If I did not, then the 

blood of your soul will be put to my account. The Word of God says so 

in the prophecy of Ezekiel. I want to be like the Apostle Paul, who said 

he was clear “from the blood of all men.” He had “not shunned to 

declare…all the counsel of God” before men, whether they would hear, 

or whether they would forbear. 

 

Now, dear friends, you younger ones who are now married and 

have a home: what is going on in your home? Is it consistent with this 

verse 8? You know. You do not need me to come and search out your 

home. God looks in the corners. He knows what is seen, as well as what 

is heard. He knows what happens when you shut the door; when you 

think no one else is watching. He knows; you cannot hide it from Him. 

You have a responsibility; you are bringing up young children. What 

are you putting before them? What are you allowing them to see or to 

watch that maybe instilling the very corrupt things which the Word of 

God speaks against? Friends, you might be training them up for hell! 

‘Oh,’ you say, ‘that is very extreme!’ Is it? How solemn, if in years to 

come, your children will say: ‘Well, father (or mother) said it did not 

matter. We can make our own decision in these things.’ How solemn if 

the seeds of the sins that plunged them into eternal misery were planted 

when they were yet your responsibility; under your care! “Train up a 

child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart 

from it.” “Think on these things.” This is the negative side of our text. 

 

Now I want to come to the positive side. And, bless God, there is a 

positive side! I tell you this, and I think one or two of us here (many of 

us, I trust) know the other side of this: if ever God has answered that 

prayer that we read of at the end of Psalm 19, you will know there is 

something far better than the world can ever give you; far better than 
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your corrupt mind can ever produce. “Let the words of my mouth, and 

the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, O LORD, my 

strength, and my Redeemer.” If the dear Saviour answers that prayer, 

you will find such a preciousness in Christ, such a sweetness in His 

name, such a loveliness in His person and such a preciousness in His 

Word that you will wonder: ‘Why ever did I think that those impure, 

unclean wretched things that I once delighted in were happiness?’ You 

will willingly shun them then. Your heart will indite a “good matter.” It 

will be those things “touching the King;” the King of kings; the Lord of 

lords, a precious Christ. “If there be any praise, think on these things.” 

 

So, what things are we to think about? First of all, we need the Lord 

to take control of our heart and our mind. Look at it another way. In the 

previous verses, Paul had been speaking about ‘the peace of God, 

passing all understanding, keeping your hearts and minds through 

Christ Jesus.’ Now, if you know anything about your heart and mind, 

you will know it needs keeping. If you are honest in that prayer: “lead 

us not into temptation,” then you will not be playing with those things 

that draw your heart and mind aside. That is hypocrisy, isn’t it? It is 

hypocrisy to pray: “Lead us not into temptation” and then deliberately 

play with it. However will God ever hear such a prayer? ‘Oh,’ you say, 

‘God can keep me. I can go where the world goes; God will keep me!’ 

Friend, you are playing with fire. There is a story, probably a true story, 

of a lady who needed a chauffeur. There were three men who applied 

for the job. The first man drove very fast, and took the corners quickly, 

thinking the lady would be very impressed by his driving skills. Then 

the second man went even faster, and drove near the edges. He went 

near the edge of a cliff, and managed to avoid it. Surely he would get 

the job! The third man got in the car and he drove as far away as he 

could from all the dangers. He kept well away from the cliff edge, and 

kept well away from those things that would have done damage to the 

car and the occupants. The lady said: ‘That is the man for me. Not the 

man who plays with fire.’ Well, dear friends, “think on these things.” 

 

Now, let us come, with God’s help, to how we may “think on these 

things.” First of all, do pray for a heart that thinks aright, because your 
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old nature never will. It never will. Be honest about it. Jesus calls it “a 

corrupt tree.” You young ones, listen. If I planted an apple tree in my 

garden, it would not bear pears, or apricots, would it? It would bear 

apples. The Lord Jesus Christ takes that up. If a man planted a corrupt 

tree in his garden, the only fruit it would bring forth would be corrupt. 

It could not bring forth anything else. A good tree can only bring forth 

good fruit. There is the difference. Where are we going to find a good 

tree? In a new heart, in a new spirit, in a new nature and in a new mind. 

Paul says: “But we have the mind of Christ.” He did not by nature. But 

God had worked in him by the Holy Spirit. It was a holy Spirit with 

pure, clean, upright desires: “the mind of Christ.” How many of us here 

this morning have got the “mind of Christ”, I wonder? Not the mind of 

somebody else; not the mind of father or mother, not even the mind of 

the pastor. No. Have you got the “mind of Christ”? Is the Holy Ghost 

dwelling in you, prompting your prayers, your praises and your 

thoughts? Can you ever say, like the psalmist, “My heart is inditing a 

good matter.”? That is, like a well: bubbling up with pure, clean, holy 

water (spiritually speaking). The Lord Jesus Christ said that to the 

woman of Samaria. Until He met with her at the well, all she had was 

the corrupt spring of an old nature. It had borne its fruit; she had gone 

through marriages to five husbands, and he that she had she was not 

lawfully married to. The Lord knew her life before she opened her 

mouth. He knows yours and mine as well! It is all before His all-seeing 

eye. How could that woman’s life be turned around? What was to be 

done? What needed to be done? “The water that I shall give him shall 

be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.” And when 

it began to bubble up in that woman’s life, she left her waterpot. That 

was significant of leaving the old way of life. She goes back to the town 

and what does she speak about? Christ, the Saviour of the world; the 

Man who told her “all things that ever I did.” He told her her heart 

thoughts, as well! “Is not this the Christ?” 

 

Well, friends, if your heart has been blessed like that, you will 

begin to speak like that. Perhaps you will begin to think like it first, 

before you speak. But, sooner or later, your mouth will be opened. I 

think of those beautiful words in Malachi 3; may they be a word of 
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encouragement to one of you this morning. See if you can come in; see 

if you can creep in with those in Malachi, the hidden Church, we might 

call them. “Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: 

and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was 

written before Him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought” – 

note that – “thought upon His name.” Have you ever thought on His 

name? “Thou shalt call His name JESUS: for He shall save His people 

from their sins.” “Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.” 

‘Jehovah tsidkenu’: The LORD our righteousness.” Oh, the wonderful 

names He bears! You need them, sinner! The more you feel your need, 

the more attractive the names that Jesus bears will be to you. “What 

think ye of Christ?” That is the question before us this Sabbath 

morning. “Think on these things.” 

 

It comes to my mind to say this. The occupation of heaven above is 

thinking on spiritual things; Father, Son and Holy Ghost, the covenant 

of grace, the loveliness of those three glorious Persons, the blessedness 

of Emmanuel, the wonderful sight of the Lamb of God: that is the 

occupation of those in heaven above. But, let me be very clear before 

you this morning: if your heart and your mind has never been occupied 

like that, in a little measure, this side of the grave, you certainly will not 

join that redeemed throng above. Do remember that. If your heart has 

never inclined God-ward or Christ-ward, how can you expect to be 

happy in heaven if you have not got a heart for it? You could not be. 

You say: ‘Surely everyone would be happy in heaven.’ No. Not if you 

do not love holiness. Not if you do not love a precious Christ; you 

could not be happy there. If you have no thoughts toward Him, you 

could not enjoy the fellowship of the saints in heaven. “Think on these 

things.” Dear Friends, if God were to take you from this time state 

today, how would it be? “Think on these things.” 

 

Now, in Isaiah 55, we read this: “For My thoughts are not your 

thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith the LORD. For as the 

heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your 

ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.” What you and I need, dear 

friends, are God’s thoughts. You need that in the way that you have to 
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take, don’t you? ‘What is God’s mind regarding this door that I need 

opening; in this path that I have to go? What is the mind of God in it?’ 

Have you ever thought about that? You know what you want to do. 

Perhaps you know what you are determined to do. But, what you want 

to do and what you are determined to do may not be the mind of God in 

the matter. And, if you are a child of God, you have got to come to this, 

(and may God bring you there): “Not my will, but Thine, be done.” 

“Think on these things.” 

 

Look at it another way. When the disciples were on the Galilean 

lake, (we often mention them because we are often there ourselves), 

what thoughts filled their hearts! ‘We are going to drown! We are going 

to perish! We are going to sink to the bottom of the Sea of Galilee! We 

are never going to get to the other side. The water is pouring into the 

boat; we are not getting anywhere! Our Master is asleep in the hinder 

part of the ship: we are lost!’ Were they God’s thoughts? And, are they 

God’s thoughts concerning your tempest tossed ship this Sabbath 

morning? No! What are God’s thoughts about it? “And He arose, and 

rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind 

ceased, and there was a great calm.” Dear friends, not only was there a 

great calm on the Sea of Galilee, but, by the time the Lord had finished 

that mighty miracle, I believe there was a calm in the hearts of His dear 

people; His disciples. And that is what you need this morning. It is not 

just the outward circumstances you want Him to deal with, it is your 

poor, treacherous, restless heart. It will not be still, it will not be silent, 

it will not sit still, it will not submit and it will not yield. But it will 

yield when He says: “Peace, be still.” It will yield when you come 

under that word: “Be still, and know that I am God.” It will yield when 

you take Naomi’s advice (when God gives you the grace so to do): “Sit 

still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter will fall: for the man 

will not be in rest, until he have finished the thing this day.” I think 

Ruth was thinking of all the difficulties. ‘No. You should think on what 

Boaz has promised you,’ said Naomi. Child of God, you are looking on 

all the difficulties, this morning. Your poor mind is ransacked. You 

have a tempest within. Rather think on Him who sits on the throne; He, 

who 
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                             “holds all nature in His hand; 

That gracious hand on which I live.” 

A. Steele 

 

Rather think on Him who knows the way forward: what He will do; He, 

who has the resources, the wisdom and the skill to manage your 

impossibilities this coming week. “Think on these things.” “Thou wilt 

keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: because he 

trusteth in Thee. Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD 

JEHOVAH is everlasting strength.” Where is your poor mind going, 

this morning? “Think on these things.” “These things.” 

 

 Then another very wonderful way of looking at it is to think of the 

thoughts that God has towards His dear people. When the first set of 

captives went down into Babylon, it was a very distressing time for 

them and for the nation of Judah, under God’s chastening hand. But 

God very kindly sent a letter, through Jeremiah, to those captives. And 

one of the wonderful things He said to them was this. “For I know the 

thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and 

not of evil, to give you an expected end.” What a wonderful word that 

was! “The thoughts that I think” – not of evil, but of good and of peace 

– “to give you an expected end.” “The LORD will perfect that which 

concerneth me,” we read in Psalm 138. Those thoughts God has toward 

you are bound up in that word He has given you. That word will be 

fulfilled, although He takes His way in the storm, and in the sea where 

His steps are not known and not traced, as you sang of in your opening 

hymn. [320] “Think on these things.” 

 

 Then, what about that one here this morning who thinks they are 

out of God’s mind? Can anyone ever be out of God’s mind? They 

cannot in one sense. They cannot, because God’s mind is on all of us 

here this Sabbath morning. His mind is on all who live in Chippenham, 

and all who live in Great Britain and all who live in this world. All who 

have ever been, all whoever will be: the mind of God is upon them all. 

And He knows them that are His. But, listen. You might be greatly tried 
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this morning because your prayers do not seem to be answered, doors 

do not seem to open and the mountains do not seem to flow down. 

“Hath God forgotten to be gracious?” ‘Am I in His mind? Has He any 

thoughts of love towards me?’ Poor Zion said: “The LORD hath 

forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me.” Can it be so? What did 

the Lord say? “Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should 

not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget,”  

and, in the day in which we live (it is a dreadful thing to have to say), 

hundreds and thousands of children are aborted from the womb by 

mothers who deliberately forget the gift that God has given them. How 

dreadful a sin that is on our nation! God will require it of us, sooner or 

later; He certainly will. But the Lord said: ‘a woman may forget her 

sucking child. Inadvertently she might. She is finite, after all, and not 

perfect. But, “yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon 

the palms of My hands; thy walls are continually before Me.” It is just 

as if God has said, through His dear Son, sooner will Jesus forget the 

wounds in His hands, feet and side, and what He suffered at Calvary, 

than He will forget one for whom He suffered, or one who is pleading 

for mercy through those blessed wounds, blood and righteousness. Can 

he forget them? 

 
                         “Forget thee I will not, I cannot; thy name 

                           Engraved on My heart does for ever remain; 

                          The palms of My hands while I look on I see 

  The wounds I receivèd when suffering for thee. 

J. Grant 

 

Oh, think on these things, dear friends! 

 
                          When all around my soul gives way, 

                          He then is all my hope and stay. 

E. Mote 

 

“Think on these things.” Think on His holy Word. Think on His 

precious promises. Think on those sweet invitations. Think on the 

blessed foundations of grace that undergird the Church of Christ. 

Think, poor, guilty sinner of His welcome to the coming sinner. “Him 
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that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.” Think on His loving 

heart. “Think on these things.” 

 

 And, remember one other thing before I close: the exhortation in 

another part of Philippians: “Let this mind be in you,” – “this mind” – 

what mind? Listen: “which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the 

form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made 

Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and 

was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, 

He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death 

of the cross.” Friend, that was the mind of Christ, and let it be in you. 

“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name 

which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under 

the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

 

 Now, dear friends, those who are on the right side of our text will, 

in that Great Day, acknowledge it to their eternal salvation. But, how 

solemn, if in that Great Day when He appears (as He will), the wrath of 

the Lamb (the word of God speaks of that) should be your everlasting 

portion because you never thought on those things that I have tried to 

set before you this morning! You preferred the world; you preferred 

sin, you preferred the devil’s way and the broad road. You thought 

those that turned from it into the narrow way were narrow-minded and 

bigoted, and somehow out of touch with this modern day in which we 

are living. Friends, the day will declare it. “Think on these things.” 

Amen 

 

 

 


