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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 31st March, 2013 
 

   Text: “God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power 

belongeth unto God.” Psalm 62, verse 11. 

 

 God’s servant, the Apostle Paul, gives us an insight into the power 

that he desired in his heart. We have it in Philippians 3. There he says: “That I 

may know Him,” (that is Christ) “and the power of His resurrection, and the 

fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death.” The 

“power” in our text that I want to dwell on this Lord’s Day morning is the 

power of Christ’s resurrection. 

 

 What do we mean when we speak of Christ’s resurrection? Let me 

illustrate it in this way. When the two disciples on the road to Emmaus 

hastened back to Jerusalem, after that amazing conversation and time with the 

dear Saviour, they arrived back in the upper room where the disciples were 

gathered and they heard these tidings, tidings which they themselves could 

confirm: “The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon.” That word 

“indeed” is very significant. It applies a power. Something had been 

accomplished; something had been done, something that was to them so 

unexpected and so unlooked for. They should have expected it, and they 

should have looked for it. The prophets had foretold it, and Christ had told 

them of it. But they had been slow to believe what the angels had told the 

women at the tomb: “He is not here: for He is risen.” 

 

     If you take that little word “indeed”, and look at it in the light of 

something accomplished, a power, you have it illustrated in two other places 

in the Word of God. For example, in 1 Chronicles 4 we have a prayer of 

another godly man; a man who would have agreed with the Apostle Paul; 

Jabez. We read very little about Jabez in the Word of God; only three or four 

verses at the most. But, we do know what his prayer was: “Oh that Thou 

wouldest bless me indeed!” What was Jabez wanting? He wanted power; 

something in his heart, something living, something moving and something 

vital. He wanted what Paul wanted; the power of Christ’s resurrection. 
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Although he lived so many, many years before Christ came to suffer, bleed, 

die and rise again, Jabez was after the same thing that Paul was after: an 

‘indeed blessing.’  

 

     Again, at the end of John 1 we have the calling of a man named 

Nathanael. He was a man evidently already wrought upon by the Holy Ghost. 

The Lord Jesus Christ said that He saw him “under the fig tree.” The fig tree 

in those days was rather like the weeping willow in our land. You could hide 

under it; it was a secret closet. And, in his secret closet of prayer, Nathanael 

had been praying for what we might call an ‘indeed blessing.’ But, when He 

came, the Lord looked on him, and said: “Behold an Israelite indeed.” What 

did our Lord mean? He was an Israelite by nation. No doubt Nathanael, like 

the rest of the Israelites, could trace his ancestry back to Abraham indeed. 

But, that was not what made him an “Israelite indeed.” An “Israelite indeed” 

is one in whom by deed the Holy Ghost is at work. We may say that the 

power of Christ’s resurrection is operating, as Ephesians 2 tells us. “You hath 

He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.” 

 

 Now, how many Jabezes, and Nathanaels, and Pauls are there here 

this morning who are longing for the same ‘indeed blessing’, and can say, 

‘Yes, we remember this wonderful event of the dear Saviour.’? You do not 

just want to remember it with your lips or with your head, but you want life in 

your heart. You are like Bunyan’s Pilgrim, hastening from the City of 

Destruction. He fled towards the wicket gate.’ What did he cry? “Life! Life! 

Eternal Life” What did the Lord Jesus Christ say? “I am come that they might 

have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” This is what our text 

is speaking about this morning, in a prophetic way. “God hath spoken once; 

twice have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God.”  

 

 Let me remind you for the benefit of the young ones as well as those 

who are older just what we do remember this morning. We remember a 

stupendous event. Of course, it was a tremendous event when the dear Son of 

God left His radiant throne on high, and took a holy humanity into union with 

His divine Person. The wonder of the Babe in Bethlehem’s manger is indeed 

an amazing truth. But, those who gathered in faith around the manger knew 

that pure, innocent, holy Child on whom they gazed, had been born to die. 
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Simeon said that, in as many words: “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant 

depart in peace, according to Thy word: For mine eyes have seen Thy 

salvation.” In other words, his eyes were looking upon the One who would 

live for him, suffer for him, bleed for him, die for him, and yes; rise again for 

him. That dear Babe grew up to be the Child Jesus, and eventually the Man 

Christ Jesus. He went about doing good throughout His holy life, such as none 

have ever done before. What a precious life it was! But, on three occasions, it 

was seen fit by God the Heavenly Father to confirm the Godhead of His Son. 

For example, at His baptism. When He came up out of the water after having 

been baptised, we read the Spirit that is the Holy Ghost, descended upon Him 

like a dove and abode upon Him. And there was a voice from heaven. The 

voice was the voice of God the Father. He said to His dear Son: “Thou art My 

beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” The Lord Jesus Christ did not then 

become the Son of God; He was the Son of God from all eternity. But there, 

God the Father was openly attesting the fact that this Man, Christ Jesus, is 

also the Son of God; the Son of the living God as Peter later confessed. 

 

  On the Mount of Transfiguration, we have the same truth again. Elijah 

and Moses appeared, talking to the dear Saviour. Peter, James and John were 

so taken up with the sight, that Peter was ready to build three tabernacles: one 

for Christ, one for Moses and one for Elias. But then again, the same voice 

intervenes. “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye 

Him.” The disciples lost sight of Moses and they lost sight of Elijah, because 

Christ was the fulfilment of all that Moses ever spoke and Elijah ever 

prophesied. “They saw no man, save Jesus only.” But again, the Godhead of 

our Lord Jesus Christ was testified by the Father. 

 

  Now, if you turn with me to Romans 1, you read another verse which is 

very significant. We will read the first four verses. Here we have the same 

attestation: “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated 

unto the gospel of God, (Which He had promised afore by His prophets” – 

that is Moses and Elijah, and others  – “in the holy Scriptures,) “Concerning 

His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David 

according to the flesh;” – there is His holy humanity – “And declared” – not 

made – “declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of 

holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” The empty tomb is a declaration 
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from Almighty God the Father concerning His dear Son, that He is the Son of 

God. “Declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of 

holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” It is that power that we speak of 

this morning. He, who hung on the cross in all the ignominy, shame and 

degradation of it, eventually yielded up the ghost. We may speak of that again 

in a moment. That holy humanity, devoid of natural life; was laid in the tomb, 

for He truly died. It was a true separation between body and soul. Yet, on the 

third day He rose again. God the Father raised Him; God the Holy Ghost 

raised Him. But, as we will come to in a moment, He raised Himself. It was 

an act of Almighty God that brought forth the dear Saviour from the tomb in 

His resurrection. 

 

  Now, others have been raised from the dead. The woman of Zarephath’s 

lad was raised in answer to Elijah’s prayer. Similarly, the Shunammite’s lad 

was raised from the dead. Lazarus was raised from the dead. The widow of 

Nain’s son was, as well. But, all these were raised from the dead to die again. 

They all had to pass through the valley of the shadow of death again. And, 

they did not raise themselves. It was a power put forth upon them by 

Almighty God in answer to prayer. Well, dear friends, here we have a 

difference. The Lord Jesus Christ raised Himself. In John 10, He unfolds the 

mystery of our text Himself. He says this concerning His life: “I have power 

to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.” 

 

 “God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power belongeth 

unto God.” The first power: to lay down His life, and the second power: to 

take it again. That is what took place on the resurrection morn. He who had 

power, and did lay down His life in power, now in power takes it again. He 

comes forth from the tomb in the same body, as the same Person and as the 

same Jesus, ready to take His rightful place at the right hand of the Father as 

the Man Christ Jesus. And there He sits this morning, ever living to intercede 

for all who come to God by Him. “Power belongeth unto God.” 

 

  Look, for a moment, at the power of His death. We even have a glimpse 

of it at Gethsemane when they came to take Him and arrest Him. One word: 

“Whom seek ye? They answered Him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto 

them, I am He.” Those three words: “I am He,” had such Godhead in them, 
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such divinity in them and such power in them that Judas, and all those with 

him, fell to the ground. There was power almighty power. And, the amazing 

thing was that He, who is the Son of God, submitted to be bound and led “as a 

lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb.” 

 

  But, dear friends, when He died, what power He showed! First of all, in 

this respect: He laid down His life. It was not taken from Him. 

 

                            “The life they could not take away, 

                              How ready was Jesus to give!” 

J. Swain 

 

It is very clear how the Word of God expresses it: “He bowed His head,” that 

is humility; then He “gave up the ghost.” He laid down His life. But, before 

He did that, what power He showed on the cross! He forgave the sins of the 

dying thief from his first to his last breath. He blotted them out with one 

glorious promise. What power! And He still has that power to forgive sins this 

Sabbath morning. “All power is given unto Me,” He said, “in heaven and in 

earth.” 

 

  Look at another aspect of it. Before He died, He cried: “It is finished.” 

At the power of that word “the rocks rent,” “the veil of the temple was rent in 

twain from the top to the bottom,” and the way into the holiest of all was 

made manifest. We read that many saints arose from the dead and walked in 

Jerusalem under the power of that cry, “It is finished.” 

 

        Now, dear friends, we see the other side of it. He comes forth from the 

tomb. Look at the hindrances that seemed to be in the way! A great stone had 

been rolled across the sepulchre. A watch guarded the sepulchre day and 

night. Also, we may add, if you understand me aright, there was the unbelief 

even of His own dear people. They did not expect to see Him rise from the 

dead. But, all those things were no hindrance to the dear Saviour. 

 

“Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; 

Christ has burst the gates of hell.” 

C. Wesley 
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They were no hindrance to Him when His moment came! True, the angel of 

heaven came and rolled away the stone, but He could have come forth even 

without that. But, the angel was sent to roll away the stone so that you and I 

might look in and see an empty tomb. A place where the Saviour did lay, but 

has now come forth. “Power belongeth unto God.” He “was delivered for our 

offences,” says Paul, “and was raised again for our justification.” “God hath 

spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God.” 

 

  So, what we remember firstly this Lord’s Day morning is that the Man, 

Christ Jesus, who was God “manifest in the flesh,” truly lay in the tomb. He 

truly lay there in His holy humanity in the solemnities of death. But, on His 

resurrection morn, He came forth victorious to die no more. “Death hath no 

more dominion over Him.” Christ’s resurrection is the certainty and the 

assurance that all of His dear people will rise again from the dead. At funeral 

services of believers we often read at the grave: “Who shall change our vile 

body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the 

working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself.” To 

human reason and the natural man it seems an impossibility. We know it, we 

stand around the graves of our loved ones, we know what happens. The body 

is returning to corruption to the dust from whence it came. 

 

“He from the grave my dust will raise; 

I in the heavens will sing His praise; 

                                  And when in glory I appear, 

                                  He’ll be my Sanctuary there.” 

S. Medley 

 

Christ’s resurrection is the assurance that His people will be raised from the 

dead on that glorious resurrection morn, too. “God hath spoken once; twice 

have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God.” This is the doctrine behind 

our text this morning. 

 

 Now, let us come to the experience of it: for you and I need the power 

of it in our hearts. It is one thing to speak about it, to read about it and to sing 

of it. But, how many of us here this Lord’s Day morning know the power of it 
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in our hearts? Can we say with David: “God hath spoken”? Has He spoken in 

our hearts with power, with authority and with application, so that we know 

there is a power in the life, and life in the word that the Saviour speaks? “The 

words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” 

 

 Let us then follow this through with one or two examples from God’s 

holy Word. You will see what I mean; how that God’s people learn that 

“power belongeth unto God.” First of all, we go to Ephesians 2. We remember 

this: the state of man by nature, spiritually, before he is called by grace is 

dead. He is blind, he is deaf, he is dumb, he is unfeeling, he is unresponsive 

and he is cold. He does not move, spiritually. He is as dead as those buried in 

the Chippenham Cemetery just down the road. That is man by nature, 

spiritually. Can he live? Can he see? Can he hear? Not without the power in 

our text. But, there is a vast number ordained to eternal life who will be raised 

from that spiritual death. 

 

“The appointed time rolls on apace, 

Not to propose but call by grace; 

    To change the heart, renew the will, 

And turn the feet to Zion’s hill.” 

J. Kent 

 

    When a sinner is born again by the Holy Spirit, nothing less than the 

power of Christ’s resurrection enters that sinner’s heart. It brings a power that 

raises him from the sleep of death that he has been in, spiritually, until that 

moment. That power gives light to blind eyes, hearing to deaf ears, feeling to 

hard hearts and life in unresponsive hearts. There is a change wrought by the 

Holy Ghost. This is the fruit of Christ’s sufferings, and it is the fruit of His 

resurrection. “Because I live, ye shall live also.” So, dear friends, here is the 

first thing: this power belongs to God. It does not belong to the pastor, it does 

not belong to the parents or the friends of those of whom we would desire to 

be born again. No. It belongs to God. “Born, not of blood, nor of the will of 

the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” 

 

    Speaking of the gospel ministry, Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 3: “I 

have planted,” and I think Paul was a good ‘planter’, “Apollos watered;” and 
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Apollos was apparently an exceptional ‘waterer’. But, both those dear men 

came to a stand: “But God gave the increase.” Friends, were it not so, no man 

would ever dare stand in a pulpit. The increase can only come from the power 

of Christ’s resurrection. We ministers are commanded to sow the seed. God’s 

promise is, “Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many 

days.” But, the power of it belongs to God. What a mercy it does! He can use 

a feeble, sinful man’s ministry. “The foolishness of preaching,” Paul calls it. 

God can use it to:  

 

“Quicken souls, and make them cry, 

                                   “Jesus, save me, or I die.”” 

W. Gadsby 

 

This is the source of the success of the gospel ministry. “Power belongeth 

unto God.” Bless God for it! May He put forth that power in our midst more 

and more! 

 

 But then, it is not just that “power belongeth unto God” in the 

beginning of the work of grace; it is the continuing of it. Those of you who are 

born again by the Holy Ghost will know that sometimes you feel so dead, so 

lifeless, so cold, so unfeeling and so afar off. You wonder: 

 

                                    “Can ever God dwell here?” 

J. Hart 

‘Has He ever breathed life into my soul? Was there ever any access, or 

application or feeding?’ Those days when you felt it was so seem so long 

gone. You cannot recreate the life you once thought you enjoyed in your 

heart. Well, one thing is certain. If God did breathe life, it is still there. But it 

gets dampened down, does it not? It gets covered over like poor Thomas’s 

faith did. What a low place Thomas got into! “Except I shall see in His hands 

the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust 

my hand into His side, I will not believe.” Thomas, where is your faith? 

Where has your life gone? The poor man had to prove, in a very painful way, 

that “power belongeth unto God.” There may be those here this morning 

feeling just like that. You would believe, you would repent, you would hope, 

you would love and you would feel, but it is beyond you. Well, here is 
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something to plead: “Power belongeth unto God.” The power of the Word 

belongs to God. “He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it 

until the day of Jesus Christ.” Take this word back to the God of mercy; the 

God of your desires and say: ‘Lord, put forth Thy hand of power.’ “Awake, 

awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD; awake, as in the ancient days, in 

the generations of old.” ‘Breathe fresh power.’ “Awake, O north wind; and 

come, thou south; blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow 

out.” 

 

 Again. “Power belongeth unto God.” Think of Hannah. There is so 

much to learn from Hannah’s case. She learnt both sides of our text, didn’t 

she? She confessed: “He bringeth low” – that is God’s power.  He “lifteth up” 

– that is God’s power. He “killeth” – that is God’s power. And, He “maketh 

alive” – that is God’s power. God’s people learn both sides of our text. On the 

one hand: “Without Me ye can do nothing.” On the other hand: “I can do all 

things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” “Power belongeth unto God.” 

All those years of waiting were a painful path for Hannah. Peninnah’s family 

multiplied, and the acrimony between the two grew and grew. Hannah felt so 

unworthy of the blessing that she so longed for and desired. “Power belongeth 

unto God.” In the end, she was shut up to that power. Her husband could not 

help her, nor Eli, nor anyone else, even herself. She was shut up to the hand of 

the God of Jacob. “If thou wilt…remember me.” It came right down to two 

words like it did for the dying thief. “Remember me.” 

 

And the Lord heard, didn’t He? Hannah went out from the temple that 

memorable day with resurrection power in her heart. She believed the Lord 

would do something for her. “Her countenance was no more sad.” Where 

have your tears gone, Hannah? Where have your doubts gone? Where have 

your fears gone? Where has all that discontent gone? ‘Resurrection power has 

been given. The Lord has spoken to me. I have had a word from His lips. This 

has raised my faith, and I have an expectation.’ We know the blessed 

outcome. In 1 Samuel 2 you can read her doxology. And, years later, 

Elizabeth says to Mary: “Blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a 

performance of those things which were told her from the Lord.” “God hath 

spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God.” And so 

it does.  
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 Go into the prophecy of Zechariah. There we have a man at his wits 

end. Who? Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel had been given a command by God that 

had come to a full stop. The command was that humanly speaking, he was to 

rebuild the temple; that is, he was to be the one who was to oversee and bring 

it to pass. But, he had come to a dead halt. The enemies of the Church of God 

had influenced the king back in Babylon and a decree had gone forth from the 

law of the Medes and Persians that could not be changed that the building was 

not to be built. No more stones were to be added to it. The work was forcibly 

stopped. Added to that, the Lord’s people, who should have been engaged in 

the building work, despite the opposition, were more concerned about their 

homes, their vineyards, their olive yards, their businesses and their daily lives. 

They forgot that the temple of God lay waste. Poor Zerubbabel saw, on every 

hand, especially his own heart, everything against what God had promised. 

What was he proving? He was proving that “power belongeth unto God,” and 

if this matter was going to be done, God must do it. When God has a work to 

fulfil, dear friends, He often works like that. Before He fulfils, He permits 

great opposition to it. 

 

You may be in a situation like that this Sabbath morning. God has 

permitted great opposition to the work; to the hope you have and to the 

expectation you have. You have come almost to the point of despair. And that 

is where Zerubbabel was until the Lord showed him that wonderful vision of a 

candlestick: a golden candlestick, something very precious. It was a light, and 

there was a living flame in it. It was supplied, not by man, unaided by man; by 

the oil which flowed from the two trees on either side into the candlestick to 

keep it alive. And the Lord said, ‘Now, Zerubbabel, here is a word for you.’ 

“This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by 

power,” (the margin reading is ‘army,’ perhaps he thought he had better get an 

army together and try to force the matter forward, but, no). “Not by might, nor 

by power, but by My spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.” “The hands of 

Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish 

it.” “He shall bring forth the headstone.” And what will he cry? Not: ‘Well 

done, Zerubbabel.’ No! “Grace, grace unto it.” When that headstone was 

brought forth, Zerubbabel would have said, “that power belongeth unto God.” 

“This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.” There may be one 
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here this morning like that. You need resurrection power in this respect: the 

promise God has given you is covered over, just like a man buried in a grave. 

It seems impossible that it could ever come to pass. “God hath spoken once; 

twice have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God.”  

 

 Now, look at it another way. Isaiah 40 verse 1, one of the most 

precious verses in the whole of Scripture. “Comfort ye, comfort ye” –that is 

twice; God has spoken twice. “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your 

God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is 

accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the 

LORD’s hand double for all her sins.” What is the meaning of that word, 

‘double’? There are many interpretations of it. Godly scholars have 

interpreted it one way or another. But let me give you, in the light of our text; 

in the light of the power of Christ’s resurrection, the meaning of ‘double’. 

First of all, it is justification. It is the pardon of all the sins of the Church: put 

away forever. He “was delivered for our offences,” says Paul, “and was raised 

again for our justification.” When the Lord Jesus Christ came forth from the 

tomb, it was a witness that the law was satisfied. The debt was cleared. There 

was nothing more remaining against the Church of God for whom Christ died. 

 

“Justice cried, “I’m satisfied, 

 Now, henceforth, for ever.” 

J. Hart 

 

This is one part of the great work of salvation. It sets a sinner free. 

 

“’Tis He, instead of me, is seen, 

                                        When I approach to God.” 

J. Newton 

 

 The other part of the meaning of ‘double’ is sanctification. You need 

that, as well. You are still in a body of sin and death. You still have an old, 

corrupt nature that, spiritually speaking, sometimes binds you down, hand and 

foot. You need sanctification. You need the power of Christ’s resurrection to 

raise you above what you feel by nature; above your rebellion, above your 

impatience, above your unbelief, above your worldliness, above your carnality 
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and above those grave clothes that so often cling to you like Lazarus’s did. 

“Loose him, and let him go.” We need that power, do we not? This is the 

‘double’. On the one hand: pardon for sin, on the other hand: the subduing of 

sin. “God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power belongeth 

unto God.” 

 

 Then again. Look at it like this. I know not, there may be one here this 

Sabbath morning who needs God’s power in some remarkable way. Perhaps a 

door needs to be opened, a crooked thing needs to be made straight, or a rough 

place needs to be made plain. ‘Oh!’ you say, ‘can it be done?’ What did the 

Lord Jesus Christ say before He ascended to heaven? “All power is given unto 

Me in heaven and in earth.” What a mercy! It all resides in the dear Saviour. 

You read Matthew 28. In that chapter is another wonderful expression that the 

Lord uses. When He met those women as He came away from the sepulchre 

He said: “All hail.” In other words, it was a wonderful welcome. The risen 

Saviour welcoming those poor, trembling women who were so fearful! “All 

hail.” 

 

Well, the One in whom all power dwells welcomes needy sinners. He 

welcomes the destitute; those faced with impossibilities, those who have iron 

bars and brazen gates before them, those who know not what to do and those 

who are at ‘wits end corner’ this Lord’s Day morning. He, who rose from the 

dead, and sits at the right hand of His heavenly Father, all that power still 

belongs to Him. He still speaks. He still sends forth His Word. He is still able 

“to save them to the uttermost.” He is still “able to succour them that are 

tempted.” He is still able “to subdue all things unto Himself.” There is nothing 

that this great Jesus cannot do. You only have to read in Acts 3 of what took 

place with the man sitting at the gate Beautiful, seeking alms. He sees Peter 

and John and hopes they would give him some silver or gold. “Silver and gold 

have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth rise up and walk.” And, through that name, power was given to the 

dear man. He literally began to walk as he had never done before. He leapt 

and praised God in the temple that day. What a confusion it brought! Yet, 

what honour to God! Oh, friends! How the Lord works! What a tumult 

followed that amazing event! The disciples were persecuted for it. But, what 

did Peter say? “There is none other name under heaven given among men, 
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whereby we must be saved.” In the name of Jesus Christ there is nothing too 

hard for the Lord. We sometimes sing: 

 

“All hail the power of Jesus’ name, 

                                     Let angels prostrate fall, 

                                     Bring forth the royal diadem, 

                                     And crown Him Lord of all.” 

E. Perronet 

 

There is nothing beyond the power of the name of Jesus this Sabbath morning. 

There is no heart He cannot break, no sin He cannot forgive, no temptation 

that He cannot subdue and no door that He cannot open, if it be but His holy 

mind and will so to do. It shall be done. The empty tomb tells you. 

 

  Yet, I hear one of you say: ‘But I am a poor, unworthy sinner. I have 

sinned against His law. I have grieved His holy majesty. I have grieved His 

spirit. This mighty God of whom ye speak fills me with awe and fills me with 

trembling.’ What does the good psalmist say in the next verse to reassure 

such? “Also unto Thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy.” Isn’t that a wonderful 

thing? Yes, we should tremble under the mighty power of God’s justice and 

authority. We should do; He is our Creator; we are His creatures and we are 

accountable to Him. We will stand before Him in the Day of Judgment. Yes, 

we should take His name on our lips with reverence. But: “Also unto Thee, O 

Lord, belongeth mercy.” Isn’t that a wonderful thought? Here is a door of 

hope for you this morning, here is an avenue of deliverance. “Also unto thee, 

O Lord, belongeth mercy.” Mercy to coming sinners. There is such mercy in 

the empty tomb. It is the culmination of the work that Jesus came to do. Had 

the tomb not been empty, there would be no mercy to proclaim. But, because 

the tomb is empty, mercy may now be proclaimed through that Prince and 

Saviour, our Lord Jesus Christ. “God hath spoken once; twice have I heard 

this; that power belongeth unto God.”  

 

  But then, look at it in this way. When the believer is called home, God 

speaks. He commands his soul to leave his earthly tabernacle; He commands 

the dust to return from whence it came. God speaks in that. “It is appointed 

unto men once to die.” A solemn, awesome voice awaits us all; believer and 
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unbeliever. Is that the end of the matter? No. God will speak again. “For the 

Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 

archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in 

the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 

“With the Lord.” That is the final culmination of our text, this Sabbath 

morning. What a shout that will be! What a triumphant shout when Jesus 

descends from heaven, and with that mighty voice raises the dead; the believer 

to life eternal, and the unbeliever to eternal misery! What a voice it will be! 

What a dividing voice! What a separating voice! What a mercy if you and I 

are on the right side of our text! Has He spoken to you? 

 

  The Apostle Paul speaks of his call by grace when he was speaking 

before Felix and the gathered company there. (Acts 22 v 14). He told them 

what Ananias had been commanded to say to him: “The God of our fathers 

hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know His will, and see that Just One, 

and shouldest hear the voice of His mouth.” That is what Ananias was 

commanded to say to Paul. “The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that 

thou shouldest know His will, and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the 

voice of His mouth.” Well, dear friends, in one sense, every child of God has 

the same privilege. Chosen to know God’s will: that is God’s way of 

salvation. To see, by faith, that Just One; a precious Christ, and hear the voice 

of His mouth. If you have ever heard the voice of His mouth as Paul did, then 

you are on the right side of our text. It comes back to John 10: “My sheep hear 

My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me: And I give unto them eternal 

life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My 

hand.” 

Amen. 

 

 


