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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 6th October, 2013 

 

   Text: “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons 

of God.” Romans 8, verse 14. 

 

 God’s servant, the Apostle Paul, touches here on a theme that is 

repeated many times throughout God’s sacred and holy Word. That is, 

that God has a family. Of course, all of us are, by creation, God’s 

creatures. We are all made in the image of God, and all of us are 

accountable to our Creator. When this earthly life is done, our soul will 

return to God who gave it, there to receive from His eternal throne our 

eternal sentence. In that sense, all here this Sabbath morning; all in 

Chippenham, all in Great Britain and all on the face of this earth; all 

that have ever lived and ever will live are under the auspices and under 

the authority of Almighty God. You cannot escape that. Jonah thought 

he could escape by travelling a few hundred miles. Friend, if you went 

a million miles, you could never escape God’s authority. Remember 

that! 

 

But, dear friends, within the vast numbers of Adam’s fallen race, 

God has another family, a distinct family, a family of which God’s 

servant David spoke. I wonder how many of you have ever prayed what 

David prayed: “Remember me, O LORD, with the favour that Thou 

bearest unto Thy people: O visit me with Thy salvation.” Concerning 

God’s family, have you ever sung, with the godly hymnwriter? 

 
“With them numbered may I be 

Now, and through eternity.” 

J. Humphreys 

  

I expect that if everyone who believed that God had a family in eternity 

above, in heaven, they would say: ‘We want to be there.’ But, notice 

what the good hymnwriter said: he wanted to be numbered among them 

“now, and through eternity.” You cannot expect to be numbered among 
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them in eternity if you are not numbered with them this side of the 

grave. 

 

Let me just remind you of one or two Scriptures concerning this 

family. Our own text takes up that word: “For as many as are led by the 

Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” Just listen to one or two other 

Scriptures which take up exactly the same theme. “As many as I love, I 

rebuke and chasten.” That is speaking of the same family. “But as many 

as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God.” 

That is the same family. So we could go on. “As many as were 

ordained to eternal life believed.” That is the same family. So you see, 

dear friends, throughout God’s holy Word, it is referred to again and 

again: “As many.” Now, it is not for us to number that family. We 

would be sure to make a mistake. The great point with you and I this 

Sabbath morning, surely, should be this: are we numbered among 

them? Is it a concern that we should be? Or can we just drift on through 

this time state as if it were a matter of no importance, whether God had 

a favour toward us, or not? Are you more concerned about the favour of 

the world and the favour of this present evil generation? Does the smile 

of the world mean more to you than the smile of God, and its favour 

more than God’s favour? Let me ask you a question. When you come 

down to die, and you are on a dying bed breathing out your last mortal 

breaths, whose favour will matter most then: the favour of the world, or 

God’s favour? Well, one of the two thieves knew what mattered most, 

but the other thief did not. The other thief knew nothing about it. He did 

not desire it, did he? But the one we know as the dying thief did. He 

says: “Remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom.” ‘Lord, let 

me be among Thy family; Thy children.’ He knew what was needed on 

a dying bed. I hope you will know it, as well.  

 

 So, this morning we have a family before us. We also have 

indelible, indubitable evidence of being in the family of God. And I 

may add this: we have a vital evidence. Without this mark that is in our 

text, you have no right (and nor have I) to say that we are in God’s 

family. “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons 

of God.” May it be your desire, each one of you; every one of you here 
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this Sabbath morning, that the Holy Ghost might so work in you as He 

works in this family. 

 

 First of all, we have a divine Leader. Who is that? Who has been 

ordained (if I may use that word) to be the Leader of the family of God? 

We could speak about their heavenly Father; we could speak about their 

elder Brother. But, our text particularly speaks about the third Person of 

the glorious Trinity – the Holy Ghost. “As many as are led by the Spirit 

of God.” Wherever the Spirit of God is working in a sinner’s heart, He 

will bring with Him the authority of the Father, the Son and His own 

equal authority, as well. The whole of the Trinity are bound up in it, 

because the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father and from the Son. 

The Holy Ghost is not independent in His work. He is working one 

glorious work of salvation. But He is the One ordained and set forth to 

be the Leader, the Teacher, the Guide, the Instructor, the Counsellor 

and the Reprover of this favoured family. 

 

“The Spirit of God.” There are many things that the Spirit of God 

has done. On the very first page of Scripture we read: “The Spirit of 

God moved upon the face of the waters. And God said, Let there be 

light: and there was light.” That darkness is what your heart and mine 

was like before the Holy Ghost worked within us, dear friends, if 

indeed He has begun to work. It was just like it was in the day of 

creation; without form, void and empty. There was no good thing in it – 

nothing spiritual and nothing God-inclined; nothing whatsoever to give 

honour to our Creator. But, when the Holy Ghost began to move and 

said: “Let there be light,” there was light. Nothing could hinder it! You 

have been singing in that precious hymn: 
 

“Deep are the wounds Thy arrows give; 

                                 They pierce the hardest heart.” 

B. Wallin 

 

The Holy Ghost uses the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God, to do 

just that. When all other weapons seem to fail, where the Holy Ghost 

uses them, He must and will succeed. The Spirit of God, then, is the 
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great Leader and the great Teacher of this family.  

 

Now, first of all, we must understand a very important distinction. 

It is in this chapter. It was also in the chapter which we read [Galatians 

4]. The Word of God speaks of our flesh, and it also speaks of the 

Spirit. When the Word of God speaks about our flesh, it is speaking of 

what we are by nature. It is not just speaking about our bodies, but of 

our fallen nature, and, of what we are as sons of Adam. The Word of 

God says, in this very chapter, “they that are in the flesh cannot please 

God.” And, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, speaking about the flesh of 

fallen man, said: “It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth 

nothing.” His own dear, holy flesh – how different that was! What a 

distinction! What a holy distinction! What an amazing distinction! That 

dear, holy humanity of our Lord Jesus. “Holy, harmless, undefiled, 

separate from sinners.” But, speaking of man; poor, wretched, fallen 

man – “the flesh profiteth nothing.” Not ‘just a little’ – “nothing.” 

 

So, here we have a very solemn truth about what man is by nature. 

If we are to be led by the Spirit of God, we need something that will be 

led. Your old nature (and mine) will not be led by the Spirit of God. It 

is antipathetic to it. It is at enmity to it. It has no ear for what the Spirit 

has to say. By nature there is no heart in us to receive the blessed truths 

that come forth from the Spirit’s lips. That is our sin. You must not 

make an excuse for your fallen state, as it were, whereby you may say 

to God in that great Day: ‘Well, I could not help it. This was how I was 

born and how I lived. It was my fallen nature.’ Friends, it is sin that is 

in us by nature. We have inherited this antipathy and it is sin. It is a 

sinful inability that we have; a sinful antipathy and a sinful enmity to 

God and godliness. There is no excuse whereby man may say: ‘It ought 

to be different.’ We have willingly sinned in Adam. We have willingly 

put ourselves in this solemn position. Peter says: “For this they 

willingly are ignorant.” A man who is not called by grace is willingly 

ignorant. He is quite satisfied with his ignorance. He does not want 

Christ, he does not want the gospel, he does not want the Word, he does 

not want to be separate from this dying world and he does not want to 

believe that there is anything special about the Word of God, or 
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anything else of that nature. It is a willing ignorance and it is a sinful 

one – make no mistake about it. Do not think that the doctrines of grace 

will excuse you; they certainly will not. The doctrines of grace save 

from that fallen state; they do not excuse it: do remember that. We must 

be very clear on these points. Our “flesh profiteth nothing.” It is sinful 

flesh, it is unbelieving flesh, it is worldly flesh and it is flesh that is 

dominated by Satan, who is the power of darkness and the prince of 

darkness. He has got hold of the affections and the opinions. He has got 

hold of the very impulses of man’s being. He has shut them up in that 

prison of his darkness, as Paul writes to the Corinthians, “lest the light 

of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine 

unto them.” 

 

 But, dear friends (blessed be God for our text) when the Lord has a 

favour to a poor sinner, He is determined that state will change. He has 

such a love for that sinner He is determined that he will not live and die 

in that condition. So there comes a blessed moment when the Holy 

Spirit enters the heart. He puts into that heart something that was not 

there before: a nature that will respond to the Truth and to the blessed 

Spirit Himself. That poor sinner will begin to hear, to see, to receive 

and to feel as he never did before. “A new heart also will I give you, 

and a new spirit will I put within you.” Is there one here this Sabbath 

morning who has just enough light to know that his wretched nature is 

damnable? We are, dear friends, under a curse. And you realise it. What 

is the remedy? The remedy is something from above; something from 

God’s hand that He will put into your poor heart. It is that new nature; 

that new birth. This very gift is within the Word of God this morning:  

the Spirit of God. I do like how the dear Saviour comes down; oh, so 

low! He comes so low as to gather in the feeblest evidence of life in a 

sinner’s heart. (It is not a feeble evidence in one sense; it is a most 

blessed evidence). For He says: “If ye then, being evil, know how to 

give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly 

Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?” How wonderfully 

low that comes! Do you feel your need of the Holy Spirit this morning? 

Are you weary of that unbelieving spirit, that unclean spirit, that 

worldly spirit, that rebellious spirit and that hateful spirit? Do you want 



 6 

something different? Are you weary of earth, self and sin? Is that where 

you are this morning? Then, do beg for the Holy Spirit to come. He can 

make such a difference. 

 

The Word of God says: “The meek will He guide in judgment: and 

the meek will He teach His way.” Who are the meek? Friends, the meek 

are those who have the Spirit of Christ. It says, in this very chapter, 

“Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” That 

meekness brings an altogether different attitude to God’s Word, God’s 

ways and God’s people. You will have a different attitude in this world, 

as well. You will not strut around it saying, ‘I am going to do my own 

thing, come what may. Let others think what they will. It does not 

matter. I am my own master.’ Whatever trouble you may cause to 

others by what you are doing, you say: ‘It does not matter. I am my 

own. They can take it or leave it.’ That is not the spirit of meekness, 

dear friends. It is not the Spirit of Christ, nor is it the humility of the 

gospel. That is not a soul that is made poor and contrite in God’s sight. 

No. If God gives you a spirit of meekness, you will feel to be less than 

the least. You will be willing to be nothing. You will desire to walk 

worthy of that God of whom you now desire to seek. You will not want 

to offend His dear children. You will be like Asaph, who said: “If I say, 

I will speak thus; behold, I should offend against the generation of Thy 

children.” You read Psalm 73. Asaph was so concerned about it. Are 

you among these meek ones? The meek ones are those who are ready to 

learn. They are teachable. That is their example. When I taught maths 

(many years ago now), I found that those who did not want to learn 

were very difficult to teach. And those who thought they knew it all 

were just as difficult. It was those who wanted to learn and who 

realised they needed to be taught who were the ones who responded 

well to teaching. Well, dear friends, just examine your heart this 

Sabbath morning concerning the things of God. Are you one of those 

who does not want to learn? “We will not have this Man to reign over 

us,” you say. That is solemn, isn’t it? Or, perhaps you are the other 

way: ‘I know it all. I know all the answers. I do not need anyone to tell 

me what to do. I have all the wisdom I need, and all the discernment.’ 

So you are content to live without Christ, who is wisdom to His dear 
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people. Oh, may God open your eyes! For, if this blessed Spirit comes 

into your heart, He will slay that spirit of self-confidence and rebellion. 

You will become like the mad Gadarene when he sat at the feet of Jesus 

and heard His words. Before Jesus came, he was an untameable man. 

He lived in the tombs, cutting himself with stones. No man could tame 

him. They bound him with chains, but he tore them asunder. Men tried 

to restrain him, put him right and alter him. That is unregenerate man. 

But, when Jesus came: what a difference! What a difference! The dear 

man sat at the feet of Jesus, “clothed, and in his right mind.” What was 

that? His right mind was this: “Humble yourselves therefore under the 

mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time: Casting all 

your care upon Him; for He careth for you.” That is what made this 

mad Gadarene a meek, lowly sitter at Jesus’ feet, and a servant of God. 

“Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath 

done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.” Tell them what you 

were before you were called by grace. Tell them what a fool you were; 

what a slave of the devil you were. Tell them what havoc the enemy 

wrought in your heart and life. Then tell them what happened when you 

met King Jesus, how even the devil had to yield, how your heart had to 

yield and your life had to change. Tell them how blessed you are for 

that change and how you thank God for it. Well, bless God if there are 

one or two mad Gadarenes here this morning who have been changed 

by grace. You sang of it in your opening hymn just now. [731]. “As 

many as are led by the Spirit of God.” So, the point is that we must 

have something teachable in us. The old nature will not be led. That is 

why we need a new nature, a new heart and a new Spirit. 

 

 The next thing is, in what truth will this blessed Spirit lead us? First 

of all (it begins here) He will lead us into some knowledge of God 

Himself. The psalmist said: “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no 

God.” That is the fool. I know he is much acclaimed by the present 

world in which we live. “God is not in all his thoughts.” The fool is 

acclaimed as a wise man in our day. Those who believe, as we humbly 

hope we do, are counted oddities, and have somehow missed out in the 

great progress of mankind. They hope that the day will come when this 

nation will not have such oddities in it and will be purged of such 
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extreme views as they think we have. Leave that to one side, dear 

friends. “Let us go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing 

His reproach. For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to 

come.” But: “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.” It is the 

fool who says this. In that Great Day it will be seen who are the fools 

and who are the wise! 

 

But, when the Holy Ghost begins in the sinner’s heart, he knows 

there is a God. He cannot escape the fact. “Thou God seest me.” It rings 

in his heart: at home, at work, among his or her friends, at school,  

wherever he is. “Thou God seest me.” What a restraint it is! Perhaps at 

one time he cursed and lied without restraint, and deceived others 

without any thought about it. But now he cannot. There is a holy 

restraint upon him because God’s eye is upon him, watching every 

movement and motion of his innermost being. “Thou God seest me.” I 

remember reading some years ago of a sergeant major who was training 

his soldiers. There was one soldier who swore even more than the 

sergeant major did. Even the sergeant major was appalled at the 

language of this recruit that he had. One morning, the soldier’s 

language was so bad that the sergeant major told him to go off into a 

field and to swear where he could not be heard. Off the soldier went. 

With his fallen nature, he was just about to open his mouth and swear 

with all the vehemence he had got, when there was a voice, as it were, 

in his very soul: “Thou God seest me.” He could not open his mouth. 

Thus began a work of grace. Dear friends, God does hear. He does see. 

He does watch. You will not escape the Holy Ghost’s teaching in this; 

you must have it and you must learn it. What a restraint it will be! Men 

will not understand the difference. ‘Why are you not like you once 

were?’ ‘Oh!’ you say, ‘there is now a holy restraint; this new voice in 

my very conscience speaks. And it is making me different from what I 

once was. Grace has done it.’ You learn something of a holy, holy, holy 

God. And – let me put it to this test – do you wish you were less holy? 

Perhaps your old nature says, ‘I wish that old bosom sin I’ve got wasn’t 

condemned.’ What does your new nature say? You would not want 

God to lower His standards by one inch or millimetre, would you? Your 

grief is that you cannot live to that standard. But you would not have 
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God lower it. Now, the present age (and this is how our parliament 

works in these days) is to lower the standard to accommodate man’s 

fallen nature. They call it ‘freedom’ or ‘humanism’. But, dear friends, 

God calls it sin. That is the root of the matter. If the Holy Ghost is at 

work in your heart, you will call it the same, as well. You will not wish 

God to be less holy than He is, though you condemn yourself in 

wishing that. 

 

 Secondly, the knowledge of the holy eye of God upon you will 

make you very aware of what you are by nature. It will expose sins that 

you never thought were there. It will begin to search out the nooks and 

the crannies of your life and expose that rebellious spirit you have; that 

hard spirit or that antagonistic spirit; that pride, that unbelief, that 

enmity, yes, that uncleanness. The Holy Ghost’s memory is so acute. 

You go right back to your earliest days; your earliest memories of sin 

and He will remind you of them. The catalogue of accumulated sin will 

grow at your door, like it did at Cain’s. “Sin lieth at the door.” You 

cannot push it away, you cannot roll it away and you cannot pass it to 

somebody else. No, not when you are in this convicted state. You are 

the sinner, as Nathan said to David: “Thou art the man.” When these 

arrows enter your heart that is just how it is. “Thou art the man.” It will 

teach you to become shy of those ways of sin that once ensnared you. I 

remember some years ago I was listening to a testimony of someone 

coming before a Church. This person spoke of how the work of grace 

started in their heart. They had not got far into their testimony when 

they said that one thing that had to go was the television, because it had 

become such a snare. They were addicted to what was on it, and not 

just what was on it, but the uncleanness that was coming from it. The 

pollution of it was not conducive to the work of grace that had begun in 

that sinner’s heart. Friends, I tell you, there will be some changes when 

the Holy Ghost begins to work. Your company will change, the way 

you spend your time will change, the way you spend your money will 

change, your attitude to God’s people will change, your attitude to the 

world will change, and, above all, your attitude to yourself will change. 

You will become the chiefest of all sinners; the blackest of all sinners 

on the face of this earth. You will wonder why God has mercy upon 
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you in not consigning you to an endless eternity of woe. Conviction of 

sin makes a change. Do examine yourself, dear friends! You may cling 

to your idols. ‘I am not going to lose this, or that!’ But, the Holy Ghost 

will work. He will make you “willing in the day of [His] power” to lose 

anything that is hindering your soul’s salvation; anything that becomes 

between the way of your faith, your hope and your love; anything that 

is hindering your prayers: He will make you willing to lose it. You will 

be surprised at what you have to lose, as well: things you never thought 

were in the way. You now value your soul and its salvation. Others will 

not understand what you are about. But, the Holy Ghost will. He is 

working a good work in your heart and life that will not be destroyed. 

 

 But then, the Holy Ghost leads you to this. Were it left to yourself, 

and had you an eternity in which to try, you could never put matters 

right. Your sin is so great, so deep-grained, so engrained in your very 

nature. Your debt to God’s holy law so enormous, and justice is so 

demanding. You have neither the money to pay, nor the time to put it 

right. Every effort you try and make only adds to the guilt. You come to 

the solemn conclusion I told you of just now: “They that are in the flesh 

cannot please God.” You have tried; you have tried to put it all right. 

You have made vows, you have resolved and you have tried to keep to 

the tramlines you have laid down, but all to no avail! Perhaps you have 

come this Sabbath morning and all you can say is: ‘I am a guilty, weak, 

and helpless worm.’ That is not very flattering, is it? The world would 

not understand what you meant. There was a time when you did not 

understand these things. But now you do. The Holy Ghost has taught 

you this: that if you are to be saved (and what a question that is!); if you 

are to be in this family, you need a Saviour. You need an Advocate. 

You need One to come to your aid, One to take your case in hand, One 

to rescue you from the pit and to bring you out from the net of your sins 

and your temptations. Where are we to find such a One? In a precious 

Christ – that is where. This dear Jesus; this One who is “able also to 

save them to the uttermost.” 

 

So, in due season, when the Holy Ghost sees fit, He begins to point 

the soul to the remedy. Where is it to be found? In the cross at Calvary. 
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There, dear friends, you will see One dying in the sinner’s place. You 

will see a Man hanging there in agony; bleeding and suffering. You will 

also see, through the eye of faith, that He is not just a Man, real though 

He is, but the very Son of God incarnate, in the sinner’s place. You will 

view His wounds, you will view His blood and you will view His 

righteousness. You will listen to His dying cries and say: ‘Lord, that is 

what I need. I need that forgiveness which He proclaimed. I need that 

substitution which He was working out. I need that finished work to 

answer for my poor, totally unfinished work within which is nothing 

but a wreck.’ 

 
                           “It is finished,” said the Lord, 

                             In His dying minute; 

                             Holy Ghost, repeat the word, 

                             Full salvation’s in it.” 

J. Hart 

 

And, when the Holy Ghost shows you that work done, the 

righteousness wrought out to cover your sin-stained life and that 

precious blood that answers for all the guilt against your poor, polluted 

name;  when you get, from His own lips, some precious word from the 

Saviour: “All this was done for you,” do you know what that will do? It 

will do what nothing else can do – it will make you willing to leave 

your heart sins. It will make your heart melt in contrition. You will then 

be willing to go forth unto Christ “without the camp, bearing His 

reproach” whatever the cost. Whilst that precious view is in your eye 

and while the love of Christ fills your heart, it will not be a bondage or 

a drudge to lay down anything for Christ’s sake. You will say: 

 
“Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were an offering far too small; 

                                   Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 

I. Watts 

 

Oh, for more religion like it! The preacher needs it as much as you do – 

or even more, I can tell you. We move so little in Christ’s ways, don’t 
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we? We are so quick in the ways of sin and the world, but so slow in 

the things of God. ‘Come, blessed Spirit.’ “Draw me, we will run after 

Thee.” 

 

These, then, are the sons of God. Now let me bring you some of 

their other marks. First of all, if the Holy Ghost is within your heart you 

will be a praying man or woman, or a praying boy or girl. There will be 

times when you have to live by prayer. It will be the only outlet for 

your poor, weighed down soul: to sigh, cry and groan in the ear of this 

great God. The prayers of God’s servants and the prayers of His people 

will suit you. Those prayers in the Psalms, which you did not 

understand, perhaps; you wondered why the psalmist was so mournful 

and so melancholy, you now understand. “Why art thou cast down, O 

my soul?” You will say: ‘I know what he means, now.’ When the 

psalmist says: “Lord, all my desire is before Thee; and my groaning is 

not hid from Thee,” you will know what that means, as well. And your 

poor soul will come in with another word: “He will regard the prayer of 

the destitute, and not despise their prayer.” Some of us recently have 

seen sad evidence of truly destitute conditions, literally destitute, of 

people who had not got a roof over their head. That is destitution, 

naturally speaking. Spiritual destitution is much worse than that. But, it 

will make you a praying person. You will have to pray about other 

things, as well. You will no longer go through your life as if you can 

order it and manage it. Young people seeking employment will say: 

“Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?” ‘What door wilt Thou have me 

to go through?’ You will begin to pray about it. And, if you are seeking 

a godly husband, or wife, that will be a burden. ‘Lord, do guide me in 

this great matter.’ There are many other matters, too. You will become 

a man or woman of prayer. If you can live without prayer, dear friends, 

you lack one of the vital marks of being in this family. I say that kindly. 

I would not throw stones at any of you; none of us are prayerful by 

nature. We are prayer-less, careless and indifferent creatures – we say it 

to our shame. But, where the Holy Ghost is working, and when you are 

in the Spirit, you will be a praying man or woman. Make no mistake 

about it. “Behold, he prayeth,” said the Lord to Ananias concerning 

Saul of Tarsus. ‘He is a praying man.’ Ananias realises he must be in 
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the family. “Brother Saul, receive thy sight.” 

Again. If you are led by the Spirit of God, you will begin to love the 

Word of God. At one time it may have had some natural interest. Or, it 

may have been worse: you may have had some disdain for it. You may 

have said: ‘Why is it different from the Koran, or some other so-called 

holy book? Is it not just one branch of religion in this world?’ But, not 

now. It has become God’s holy Book to you; God’s holy Word to your 

soul. You open it reverently and prayerfully. ‘Lord, what wilt Thou 

have me to learn from its sacred pages?’ It becomes a spiritual word to 

you as the Holy Ghost takes it and writes it in your heart. “The words 

that I speak unto you,” says the Lord Jesus, “they are spirit, and they 

are life.” And you will have those words that He has spoken to your 

heart. The sons of God do; they have things spoken by their great God 

to them through a precious Christ by the Spirit. What do you feel about 

the Word of God now? Is it your guide? Is it your lamp? Is it your 

light? 

 

Again. If you are led by the Spirit of God, you will love the people 

of God. As opportunity is given, you will want to be with them. It is a 

very sad mark when we are shy of the company of God’s people and 

shy of God’s house. There is something very wrong, something 

lacking! You are leaving your first love, if you ever had any. In 1 John 

3 we have these words: “We know that we have passed from death unto 

life, because we love the brethren.” ‘Oh,’ you say, ‘but they are rather 

an awkward people. They have all sorts of awkward ways. There are 

things that irritate me and annoy me.’ Dear friends, listen. If you have 

the spirit of Christ in you and you discern the spirit of Christ in another 

poor sinner (crooked stick he may be – but probably not as crooked as 

you are), you will love them for Christ’s sake. You will. Have you got 

that mark? Do you love the brethren? Do you love their prayers? Do 

you love their conversation? We must pause there a moment. Those of 

us who profess to be brethren: is our conversation wholesome? That is 

a question, isn’t it? Are we like Naomi was to Ruth? She must have 

said a lot to her. Are we like Elijah was to the woman of Zarephath? 

I’m sure he wasn’t silent. That is a word of warning to us who profess 

God’s holy name. Are we a stumbling block to any by our 
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conversation? Do we ever speak of Christ to our loved ones in our 

homes, or even at work, as opportunity may be given? We do not want 

to cast our pearls before swine, but there is a time to speak. We too 

often remember the words: “a time to keep silence”, and hide behind 

that. But, there is a time to speak. Sometimes the very stones would cry 

out if these sons of God did not speak. You have to speak, whatever the 

cost. I remember once in the staffroom of the President Kennedy 

School in Coventry. The Head of Maths was a most ungodly man. 

There we were, sitting having our coffee break one morning. He was a 

man who swore pretty freely. But, on that occasion, he used the name 

of the Lord Jesus Christ in such a terrible way that my whole soul rose 

up. I just had to tell him that it was not acceptable to those of us who 

loved that precious name to use such language. To be fair to him, he 

apologised, and in my presence, at least, he did not utter the same vile 

language again. But, on that occasion, I felt the Lord opened my mouth 

to say something. Dear friends, if we are ashamed of Christ and of His 

words, what does the Lord say? That He will be ashamed of us “when 

He cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” How 

solemn! How far, far short we come – the pastor more than any of you! 

I am not throwing stones. But, if the spirit of God is within us; if we are 

in the spirit there will be times when we have to speak. Our conscience 

would be very guilty if we did not. I did not mean to speak like this this 

morning, but the Lord knows why. 

 

Again. If you are led by the spirit of God, you will delight in the 

ways of Christ. You will not jump presumptuously into steps before 

God’s time. But you will desire to be found in His steps. “Christ also 

suffered for us,” says Peter, “leaving us an example, that ye should 

follow His steps.” 

 
“O let me see Thy footprints, and in them plant mine own; 

               My hope to follow duly is in Thy strength alone.” 

J. Bode 

 

Have you ever taken any step for Christ’s sake? Can people look on 

your life and say: ‘Now, there is a child of God. I can see they are by 
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their steps.’ They may not be able to say much, but you can see by their 

steps. This is a very close word, isn’t it? “For as many as are led by the 

Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” 

 

One other thought. Put it the other way round now. These dear sons 

of God in the flesh are such poor followers – and we feel to be. There is 

so much in us that God must disapprove of, yet, He loves His dear 

people. He loves His sons and daughters. He gave His dear Son for 

them. His dear Son shed His precious blood for them. Because He set 

His love upon them before time began, He began that good work of 

grace in their heart. And, such is His love for them that we read: “He 

that toucheth you toucheth the apple of His eye.” I was reading the 

account of Alfred Dye this week; a most interesting account it is. He 

was a joiner (that is a carpenter). When he was called by grace, there 

was a change in him. Before he was called by grace he was the leader 

of all the folly in the workshop. In fact, he was the man who wasted 

most of his employer’s time by entertaining his fellow workmen. But, 

leave that to one side, when grace changed his heart and life the poor 

man suffered so much persecution. One thing was they would not show 

him or teach him what was needed for a particular job. On one occasion 

he had to make some sash doors. (I do not understand what they are; 

perhaps some of you may know what they are). He did not know what 

to do, and no one would tell him how they should be made. But, being a 

child of God, he went on his knees and begged the Lord to show him 

what to do. That night he had a dream. In his dream the Lord showed 

him exactly how to make those doors. The next day he set to and made 

them. His persecutors looked on in amazement. They hoped he would 

never be able to do it. But, the Lord watched over him. “He that 

toucheth you toucheth the apple of His eye.” We do sometimes suffer 

because of our own folly or foolishness, but if one of you is suffering 

for Christ’s sake, be sure that Christ will stand by you. “He that 

toucheth you toucheth the apple of His eye.” These dear sons of God 

will get safely through life, safely through time and be landed safe in 

glory. They will indeed. There, losing all their foolishness and 

wandering ways, they will be clothed in Christ’s obedience above 

among “the spirits of just men made perfect.” They will join that family 
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for ever and ever above, where the dear Lamb of God is seen without a 

veil between, and where the knowledge of the Father, the Son and the 

Holy Ghost will fill their heart and soul to all eternity. And all because 

by free and sovereign grace they were put in God’s family while they 

were here below. Jeremiah asks the question: “How shall I put thee 

among the children?” He is speaking in God’s name. Well, dear friends, 

God knows how to put vile, black, wandering, wayward, rebellious 

sinners into His family. May He do it for each one of us here. 

Amen. 

 


