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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 7th September, 2014 

 

 

   Text: “Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and 

they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.” 

Daniel 3, part of verse 25 

 

 

 The Book of Daniel is a most striking and remarkable part of God’s 

sacred and holy Word. There is that which is prophetic, especially 

toward the latter part of it. Daniel was given great insight as to what 

God would be doing as the God of all the earth, and as the ages 

unfolded. Daniel even prophesies concerning the coming of Christ, the 

glory of the gospel and of the very latter day; the last days. Also, there 

is that historical element in the former part of the book, especially of 

which our text forms a part; that, which in God’s hand, is also a very 

important message to us this morning hour. 

 

But, Daniel and his friends were called to serve God in an anti-

Christian day. I use that term ‘anti-Christian’, but, of course, in the Old 

Testament, our Lord had not come in the flesh. But, nonetheless, it is 

the same spirit of anti-Christ that is abroad in our generation that was 

abroad in Daniel’s generation. Those who feared God, especially down 

in Babylon, were very few. The captives had been dispersed about the 

land. And, no doubt, in Babylon itself, the mighty capital, there was a 

great outnumbering of those who would be seeking the God of Israel, 

by the heathen and pagan elements around them. It was at such a time 

that God called men like Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to 

serve Him. God made no mistake; it was no accident that they were 

called to serve in that generation. 

 

There are two important words which I want to mention, before we 

come to our text this morning. They are true of all God’s dear people in 

every generation, whatever path they are called to walk in, in following 
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their Lord and Master. Both of these two words are in the Epistle of 

Paul to the Corinthians. And that is very striking, because Corinth itself 

was a most ungodly city. It was one of the most ungodly cities on 

record in the Word of God. Every known sin was practiced, gloried in 

and made something to be desired. Those who feared God in Corinth 

were indeed very speckled birds. 

 

But, there are two words that God sent by His servant Paul to the 

Church at Corinth which these three men, that we may consider this 

morning, also proved, centuries before, in this part of God’s holy Word. 

The first word is this: “And God is able to make all grace abound 

toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may 

abound to every good work.” The significant words there are: “God is 

able.” Friends, wherever God places His people, at home or abroad, in 

loneliness or in company, among God’s people or perhaps isolated as a 

speckled bird, God is able to give grace sufficient to walk that path out, 

and to enable them to prove Him to be a faithful God in it. Dear tried 

and troubled people of God this morning, may God lay those three 

words in your hearts: “God is able.” You do not feel able, you are not, 

in and of yourself. “Without Me ye can do nothing.” But, when this 

able God comes to our aid, when He takes hold of our arm and stands 

by us in the fires, then we are a wonder to ourselves, as to what we may 

pass through and come through. “God is able.” Never lose the sense of 

that. 

 

When the children of Israel came to the borders of the Land of 

Promise for the first time, they forgot that “God is able.” Ten of those 

spies came back, and all they could talk about were walls, Anakims and 

giants: all the difficulties. But, good Caleb and Joshua looked at it 

differently; they said: “We are well able to overcome it.” They had a 

great view of what God could do, whereas the rest of them “limited the 

Holy One of Israel.” Friend, do not limit what God can do in your path 

this Sabbath morning. He can break hearts, He can open doors, He can 

subdue sin, He can bid the tempter be gone, He can cleanse vile 

consciences, He can subdue base lusts and He can make a way where 

there is no way. What cannot this God do for those who are enabled, by 
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His grace, to put their trust in Him? “The LORD is good, a strong hold 

in the day of trouble; and He knoweth them that trust in Him.” 

These three Hebrews answered the king: “Our God whom we serve 

is able.” ‘Whatever you cause us to pass through, king, our God is over 

it all. He is able to support us and to bring us through.’ And they said: 

“He will deliver us.” What great faith and what great grace they had at 

“such a time as this”! 

 

So, this is the first word to remember: “God is able.” May the 

blessed Spirit support some poor, weakened soul here this morning with 

those three words. 

 

The other three words are these: “God is faithful.” You read 

elsewhere in Corinthians this word: “There hath no temptation taken 

you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not 

suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the 

temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” 

Friends, God is a faithful God. He is especially faithful to His dear 

people in those things you have just been singing of in your hymn this 

Sabbath morning; [329] those deep waters and those fiery trials, even in 

the valley of the shadow of death. He is always faithful, but God’s 

people prove Him to be so, especially there. 

 

“God is faithful.” He is faithful to His Word, faithful to His people 

and faithful to His promises. He stands by His dear people, especially 

when they are in those lonely paths, like speckled birds; like “a sparrow 

alone upon the house top.” He has a special regard for them then. He 

watches over them in a way that, perhaps, they do not realise. “For this 

God is our God for ever and ever: He will be our Guide even unto 

death.” Do lay it to heart, may God lay those two strands of truth in 

your heart this morning. Those of you who may be passing through 

deep waters and fiery trials, remember: “God is able” and “God is 

faithful.” Two crutches, you might say, to lean on and support you in 

your weakness, fear, trouble and difficulty at “such a time as this”. 

 

Then, what about this wonderful example of God’s ability and 
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God’s faithfulness? Nebuchadnezzar was the chief ruler of the world in 

those days. His empire was the dominant empire, especially in that part 

of the world. He was a mighty man. He was a man who had already had 

some dealings with the people of God. Daniel had been used by God, as 

we read in a previous chapter, to interpret a vision concerning him. You 

might have thought that that would have had a sobering effect upon this 

man. But, no. In this chapter, we find he wants glory to himself. So, he 

erects a golden image in the plain of Dura. Alongside it are musicians 

and singers who, with their attractive music, are to play and sing. And, 

as soon as their noise is heard, the whole, gathered company (who were 

commanded to gather from all the four quarters of his empire, and all 

the strands of officialdom) were to all fall down and worship the golden 

image. In so doing they were to acknowledge that they were 

subservient to Nebuchadnezzar and to his false god. It was idolatry and 

paganism in its extreme. This was the dominant feature of the society in 

which Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were called to serve 

God. 

 

So, here was tremendous pressure upon these three men. They were 

called to this vast gathering. Crowd pressure, and what we might call 

‘peer pressure’, is very strong. When hundreds and thousands are doing 

one particular thing, and one or two stand out, and do not join in, is 

something which immediately causes a sensation. They are very much 

noticed as someone different. Questions begin to rise: ‘Why?’ ‘Why 

have you not followed the multitude?’ ‘Why are you not doing what 

everyone else is doing?’ ‘Why not enjoy what they are enjoying?’ But, 

these three godly men knew the commandment of God: “Thou shalt 

have no other gods before Me.” “Thou shalt not bow down thyself to 

them.” They had the fear of God in their hearts. ‘Oh,’ you say, ‘but they 

were probably hundreds and thousands of miles away from Jerusalem. 

None of their former people, back in the land of Israel, could see them! 

Surely it did not matter now that they were in another country to do as 

that country does? As the saying goes: ‘When in Rome, do as Rome 

does.’’ Friend, that is not the religion of God’s dear people. It was not 

the religion of Joseph, whose religion was the same in the home, in the 

pit, in Potiphar’s house, in the prison and at the right hand of Pharaoh. 
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And wasn’t that the religion of the little captive maid, taken out of her 

country, that we read of in 2 Kings? We find her in Naaman’s 

household. He was an idolater, serving Rimmon. But she was not 

ashamed to acknowledge the God of Israel. My dear friends, if your 

religion is real, you will not be ashamed of it. It will not be just a 

Lord’s Day religion, and then cast away like a coat for the rest of the 

week. If your religion is real, men will take knowledge of you that you 

have “been with Jesus.” You will not be able to hide it. And, in your 

right mind, you will not want to hide it, though your flesh, we know, is 

very strong, and would like to cover it up “under a bushel” to avoid 

reproach, and to avoid the cross. That is sadly, solemnly natural to us. 

We have to confess it. “The fear of man bringeth a snare.” The Word of 

God says so. “The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his 

trust in the LORD shall be safe.” 

 

Well, these three men would not bow down. How they stood out! 

As the rest of this vast company fell to the ground and bowed down, 

these three men stood erect and upright. They did not, even for one 

moment, turn towards the golden image that everyone was adoring. 

And this brought reproach. Some of the Chaldeans, that is 

Nebuchadnezzar’s own nation, complained to Nebuchadnezzar. ‘These 

three men, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, whom you have 

promoted, do not serve your god. They do not bow down like everyone 

else. They are determined not to do so.’ 

 

So, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego are brought before the king. 

He threatens them with the fiery furnace which was already burning – it 

was all ready. The king must have expected some opposition to his 

command! He perhaps thought that no one would dare to disobey him 

with such a threat before them. He says to these three men: “Now if ye 

be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 

sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down 

and worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, 

ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery 

furnace.” But, see how they answered. “We are not careful to answer 

thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver 
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us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us out of thine 

hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not 

serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.” 

In the day in which we live, dear friends, those who fear God are 

confronted, again and again, with the golden image of atheism, 

secularism and all the other ‘isms’ that Satan has invented to undermine 

true Christianity in our nation. We live in a very solemn day. Those 

who would keep the Lord’s Day, those that would resist the corrupt 

laws that are being passed, and those that would stand out against the 

immorality and the deceit of the day are exposed and accounted a vile 

thing. Some of them are accounted as criminals in our courts. We are 

living in a very solemn day. It is a mark of the end times, which we are 

told in the Book of The Revelation would come. 

 

But, these three men did not flinch, and they did not compromise. 

They did not begin to suggest that they could, perhaps, trim their sails a 

bit and make it not quite so obvious as to whose they were and whom 

they served. “We are not careful.” That does not mean they were 

careless; they were very careful, in one sense. Their soul, their body and 

their life were at stake. They were not careless in an ungracious sense. 

But, they were not careful in this sense: they were not going to even 

hint to Nebuchadnezzar that they were willing to compromise in 

anyway in this matter. “We will not serve thy gods.” ‘Whatever it costs 

us; our Lord can save us from the fiery furnace, if it be His will. But, 

even if it is His will that we go into it, we are not going to bow down.’ 

This maddened and enraged King Nebuchadnezzar. He demanded that 

the furnace be heated seven times over. And these three men; these 

godly, praying, God-fearing men, were to be cast into this fiery furnace 

as an example to the rest of the nation as to what happens to those who 

disobey the king. 

 

So, we find that the furnace was heated seven times over. We pause 

here a moment. Dear friends, those of you who know what ‘furnaces’ 

are, have you ever known what it is for God to make the furnace hotter? 

You perhaps thought it was hot enough. But then, matters grow more 

intense. Fresh troubles seem to come from one side or another. Like 
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poor Job, you find there seems to be something casting you down from 

every quarter. The furnace gets hotter and hotter. Well, at the king’s 

command, this furnace was heated seven times over. It was so hot, the 

soldiers who were commissioned to throw them into the fire were 

consumed by it. They could not withstand the heat when they got near 

to throw these three men in. 

 

So, into the furnace these three godly men were thrown. 

Nebuchadnezzar and his men expected that that would be the end of 

them: in a few moments, their bodies would be consumed and the 

matter finished. The king’s authority would be established, and no-one 

would dare question it. But, the king looks. As he looks, astonishment 

covers his face and fills his heart. This is not the only time we read of 

this in the Book of Daniel. You find that almost all the kings were 

astonished, in one way or another, at God’s dealings. As king 

Nebuchadnezzar and his men look into this fiery furnace, they see two 

remarkable things. First of all, the three men that they had thrown in 

there were walking in the fire. Not only that, they were walking freely. 

They were not crying out in pain; they were not asking to be delivered 

out of it. They were walking in precious freedom in it. The second thing 

which was even more astonishing to king Nebuchadnezzar, was that 

there was another Person walking in the fire with them. He recognized 

that this was no ordinary Person. He said that He “is like the Son of 

God.” “Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?” 

“The form of the fourth is like the Son of God.” What a wonderful 

witness this was to God’s care over His people! 

 

“The form of the fourth is like the Son of God.” I want this morning 

just to show you what a wonderful blessing this was to Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego. The first great blessing was God’s presence. 

Friends, if you have His presence in your deep waters, His presence in 

the fires, His presence in those perplexities and troubles that come, and 

especially dear friends when we come down to die; His presence in “the 

valley of the shadow of death,” then that answers every possible need 

that could come. 
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                             “In Thy presence I am happy; 

                               In Thy presence I’m secure; 

                               In Thy presence all afflictions 

                               I can easily endure. 

 

                               In Thy presence I can conquer, 

                               I can suffer, I can die; 

Far from Thee, I faint and languish; 

                               O Thou Saviour, keep me nigh.” 

W. Williams 
 

Oh, what a difference the presence of God makes! Some of you 

have known it on a hospital bed, haven’t you? Some of you have 

known it in a path of bereavement. Some of you have known it in paths 

of great persecution and opposition. Some of you have proved it in days 

of discouragement and disappointment. Oh, the praise that is due unto 

this great God! Psalm 46 comes to mind; it was quoted by one of the 

brethren in prayer this morning. “The LORD of hosts is with us; the God 

of Jacob is our refuge. Selah.” The Lord of hosts has all nature under 

His control, He has armies to call to His hand in a moment. Yes. The 

presence of God is everything in our path. But, without it, it is nothing. 

And, dear friends, those three Hebrews were more thankful to be in the 

fire with Christ’s presence than to be out of it without His presence. 

That is a wonderful grace, isn’t it? How much do you value the 

presence of your God this Sabbath morning? Is it something that 

concerns you? Dear Moses said: “If Thy presence go not with me, carry 

us not up hence.” The Lord said: “My presence shall go with thee, and I 

will give thee rest.” Blessed, glorious, sacred truth: His presence. 

 
“The way I walk cannot be wrong, 

                                  If Jesus be but there.” 

J. Hart 

 

But, how, like the children of Israel in the wilderness, we lose sight 

of it so often! The fiery, cloudy pillar was there throughout that long 

journey. It never left them in their darkest moments. But, they often 

forgot it was there, and behaved as if it wasn’t there. And you and I are 
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just the same. We often forget that God is everywhere present; we 

behave as if He was somehow a God afar off. He is everywhere 

present; at home, abroad, on the land or on the sea; He is present. Bless 

His holy name for that. So, this was the first great blessing that these 

three Hebrews had: the presence of the Son of God, God’s dear Son in 

one of those pre-incarnate visits to His Old Testament Church in a time 

of great need. 

 

The second great blessing they had was this. Their bonds were 

loosed. The fire was meant to consume them, but all it did was loose 

their bonds. What did you sing just now? 
 

                     “The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 

 Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.” 

 

Kirkham (?) 

 

There are those things that hold us down. We are carnally minded 

and worldly minded. Unbelief, self-righteousness, pride; all sorts of 

things hold us down, don’t they? Be honest. Sometimes the souls of 

God’s dear people are almost smothered under them. Perhaps you have 

been asking the Lord for freedom; asking Him for liberty from it. Oh, to 

know that word: “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be 

free indeed”! But, perhaps the Lord is putting you in a fire; a fiery trial. 

And, in that fiery trail, strangely enough, you find those bonds loosed. 

You are able to believe, to repent and to love in a way that you could 

not do out of the fire. That is what we call ‘sanctification.’ A 

wonderful, essential blessing that is. That is why some of God’s people, 

some of us, have to say our greatest blessings have come to us in the 

midst of our greatest troubles and trials. And, while we would not pray 

for trouble (God forbid we should do that, and God forbid that you 

should ask for trials to come), nonetheless, it does seem to be a 

principle of God’s dealings with His people, that, in general, their 

greatest blessings come out of their greatest trials, their hottest fires. So, 

the three Hebrews lost their bonds. 

 

 The third thing they were blessed with was this. They had “no 
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hurt.” There is a very precious word in Psalm 29. “The voice of the 

LORD divideth the flames of fire.” In other words, He makes a way 

through them. When you come into a fiery trial, there seems no way 

through it. Your poor old flesh and nature think that the only thing that 

is going to happen is that you are going to be consumed. But, dear 

friends, the God who has all in His control can divide the flames of fire 

for you. He can turn, as it were, their heat and their pain away, and 

cause you to walk safely through. “The voice of the Lord divideth the 

flames of fire.” Some of you have proved this, haven’t you? You have 

been able to walk through a fiery trial with His dear presence 

upholding, overruling and carrying you along, and, from time to time, 

hearing His dear voice speaking. 

 

“They had no hurt.” So much so, that when they came out of the 

fire there was not even the smell of fire upon them. If you have ever 

been into a house that has had a fire, you will know that the smell of the 

smoke lingers in the very fabric of the building for months afterwards. 

But, there was not even a hint; not even a smell of smoke or fire upon 

these three Hebrews. And that is what happens when the Lord divides 

the flames of fire. He brings His people through. That which is of Him, 

and mark what I am saying, comes through unhurt and unscathed. 

When Peter came into Satan’s sieve, he lost a lot, but he did not lose the 

faith that God had given him. That was preserved by the prayers of His 

dear Saviour. It came through unchanged. It was deepened, really, you 

know what I mean. It did not suffer loss, because of the prayers of his 

dear Saviour on his behalf. And God was watching over these three 

Hebrews in the fire. The Lord’s prayers, His presence and His care was 

preserving them. We sometimes sing in that well-known hymn of 

Joseph Ryland: 

 
                                      “Not a single shaft can hit, 

Till the God of love sees fit.” 

J. Ryland 
 

It is the same with flames of fire, as well. They cannot do any more 

than God permits. When He says to waves and fires: “Hitherto shalt 
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thou come, but no further: and here shall thy proud waves be stayed” 

then they know their Master, and a way is made where there seems to 

be no way. “Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, 

and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of 

God.” 

 

 The fourth blessing they had was this. They had One with them 

walking in their trouble. The Lord Jesus Christ speaks of Himself in 

Isaiah’s prophecy: “In all their affliction He was afflicted.” Or, as the 

hymnwriter puts it: 

 
“In all thy distresses thy Head feels the pain; 

  Yet all are most needful; not one is in vain.” 

J. Grant 
 

 Here was “the form of the fourth…like the Son of God” walking in 

the fires and in the flames with His dear people; sharing in their trouble, 

trial and difficulty. Yes. And so He does. He says: “He that toucheth 

you toucheth the apple of His eye.” He is so careful of His dear people. 

When Saul of Tarsus was persecuting the Church of Christ (and what a 

fiery trial that was! “Breathing out threatenings and slaughter,” as the 

holy penman describes); but when the Lord arrested Saul on the road to 

Damascus, the Lord said: “Why persecutest thou Me?” Not, ‘Why are 

you persecuting Ananias, or any others of the Church of God in 

Damascus? Me! You cannot touch them, Saul, without touching Me! 

We are so bound together. Their troubles are My troubles. Their 

sorrows are My sorrows. Their griefs are My griefs!’ That is how close 

it is. And, although our Lord is in glory, beyond all His own personal 

sorrows and sufferings of Calvary and Gethsemane, (bless His holy 

name that that work is finished), He has such an affinity with His dear 

people here below, that He feels for them in all their troubles. 
 

“That human heart He still retains, 

Though throned in highest bliss; 

             And feels each tempted member’s pains; 

                                     For our affliction’s His.” 

J. Hart 
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Oh, dear friends! That vast company on the plain of Dura; they are 

not to be envied! Nebuchadnezzar, sitting on his throne, watching; he is 

not to be envied! Who is to be envied? Those three favoured men in the 

fire. They had “the form of the fourth…like the Son of God” walking 

with them. ‘Now,’ you may say, ‘this is thousands of years ago. Would 

God do the same today?’ Well, I can tell you of an incident that took 

place in India not so very long ago. You may know, if you know 

anything about certain parts of India where the Hindu religion is very 

strong, that they are very opposed to Christianity. Even at this time 

there is great persecution of anyone who is, by grace, converted from 

the Hindu religion to follow our Lord. The Hindu’s have a custom 

which they sometimes still put to the test. If someone is converted to 

Christianity, they will put their hand in boiling oil. If it hurts them, then 

they believe they are at fault. But, if not, then they are willing to let 

them go. Well, there was a young man who was called by grace. The 

village elder said that he had to go through this test. So, they put his 

hand into boiling oil. And, he came out of it completely unscathed. I 

had a report of this from one who actually witnessed it. My dear 

friends, God is the same today. Even in these days, if necessary and if 

needful, He can cause such mighty miracles to take place as literally 

took place here. I told you at the outset: “God is able” and “God is 

faithful.” 

 

“Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they 

have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.” You 

may ask: ‘Why did they have to pass through such a path? Could God 

not have delivered them, without putting them into the fire? He could 

have done, had that been His will. But, remember, dear friends, His 

own honour and glory was at stake here. What had Nebuchadnezzar 

said? “Who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?” What a 

challenge! “Who is that God?” It was just like what Pharaoh said, years 

before: “Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice?” So, says 

every atheist, agnostic and heathen person. “We desire not the 

knowledge of Thy ways.” ‘We want nothing to do with Him. We are 

quite content without Him, and wish His name were not mentioned on 
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the face of this earth.’ “Who is that God that shall deliver you out of my 

hands?” Remember, Nebuchadnezzar had all the force of the law 

behind him. He had an army behind him, and He had the people behind 

him. Humanly speaking, he had everything behind him. According to 

his natural intellect, he quite reasonably thought that no one could 

deliver these men out of his hand. He thought that even their God could 

not intervene here. 

 

But, dear friends, the honour and glory of God was at stake. And, 

when the honour and glory of God is at stake, He will not remain silent. 

Sooner or later, He will come to the defence or aid of His dear people, 

and show “Who is the LORD,” and “Who is that God.” So it was here. 

Little did Nebuchadnezzar think what the outcome would be when he 

saw these four men; the three Hebrews that were cast in, and that “form 

of the fourth…like the Son of God.” How it baffled him and perplexed 

him! When these three men came out of the fire, and the dear Son of 

God was withdrawn then from their sight, visibly, Nebuchadnezzar had 

nothing else to say but this: “There is no other God that can deliver 

after this sort.” ‘No one is to say anything against Him. Whoever does 

will be punished by me.’ “There is no other God that can deliver after 

this sort.” The sad thing is that we do not read that Nebuchadnezzar 

ever knew the Lord savingly, although, in the next chapter, we read that 

he was taught some solemn lessons. Some wonder if he was called by 

grace; we would not pass judgment on that. But, it would have been a 

great mercy if, at the end of this chapter, he would have said: ‘May this 

God be my God.’ Naaman did, when he received the cleansing of his 

leprosy. His heart was bound to the God of Israel. 

 

These three Hebrews found that the Lord honoured them. Do 

remember that word: “Them that honour Me I will honour.” But also, 

don’t forget the other part of that word, which is not often quoted: “and 

they that despise Me shall be lightly esteemed.” It is a very solemn 

thing to be lightly esteemed of God. I know we are not worthy of His 

notice; do not get me wrong. None of us is worthy of His esteem. But, 

there is a people whom He loves with an everlasting love, who are 

bought with the precious blood of Christ, and who He has determined 
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to bring through fire and through water, safe home to glory. They are 

His dear children, His dear sheep. To be among them, dear friends, is 

the greatest privilege you could ever, ever have. And that is what 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego felt. But, friends, not to be among 

those people; to be lightly esteemed: how solemn! How dreadful! If, in 

that awesome day, when our Lord returns; when the hearts of all men 

shall be opened up and all the secrets revealed: how solemn if He 

should say to you or to me: “I never knew you: depart from Me.” Lay it 

to heart this Sabbath morning. Have you and I the grace that these three 

men had? It was grace that made them to differ. Your opening hymn 

told us that. 
“Sovereign grace o’er sin abounding!” 

J. Kent 

 

They had natural temperaments like you and I have. They did not like 

fires, they did not like being alone, they did not like being exposed. 

They were no more inclined to embrace those things than you and I 

would be. Yet, with the presence of their God, what a difference it 

made! It lifted them right out of themselves and above themselves. That 

is what Paul meant when writing to the Galatians at the end of chapter 

2: “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 

liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith 

of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.” If you are 

able to get that view by God given faith, it will make you willing to go 

forth “unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach.” You will be 

willing to bear shame for His dear name. 
 

                           “If on my face for Thy dear name, 

                             Shame and reproaches be, 

  All hail reproach, and welcome shame! 

                             If Thou remember me.” 

T. Haweis 

 

“Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they 

have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.” Oh, 

that He might draw near to one and another here, this Sabbath morning, 

who feel to be in the fire! If He should come near to you, then He will 
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do exactly what you sang of just now: 
 

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 

                              My grace all-sufficient shall be thy supply; 

                       The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 

   Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.”                                 

                                                                                                          Kirkham (?) 

 

May God add His blessing. 

Amen. 

 


