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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 19th  January, 2014 

 

   Text: “In which time Moses was born.” Acts 7, part of verse 20. 

 

These words are found in a sermon preached by a man on the brink 

of eternity. Within a few moments of him closing this sacred discourse, 

God’s servant Stephen was stoned to death and his soul received into 

glory to join “the spirits of just men made perfect.” His testimony, 

though spoken well-nigh two thousand years ago, still remains as clear 

as ever. The things he contended for are the things we still contend for 

in our day.  

 

The great burden of Stephen’s sermon was this. God had sent 

prophets and men of God, throughout the Old Testament days, to His 

ancient people: men such as Moses and others. Stephen traced out the 

way in which they had been treated. Joseph, Moses and others had been 

rejected by the generation in which God had called them to serve. We 

will notice in a moment, God willing, the way the Lord wonderfully 

overrules even those oppositions for His own honour and glory. It was a 

grievous mark against generation after generation of Jews that they so 

lightly treated the testimony of God through His servants. Eventually, 

as we know (and Stephen ends with the vital point), they nailed the dear 

Saviour to a tree; they crucified Him out of spite, malice and envy. We 

have no stones whatsoever to throw against the Jewish nation. This 

nation is as bad, if not ten times worse, in rejecting the truth. But the 

point I want to make is this: that God does not look lightly on either a 

nation or individual sinners who do not and will not yield to the truth. 

We know it is all of grace, and bless God where grace is at work, but 

remember that the hardness of man and his unbelief is inexcusable. You 

have only to read Stephen’s sermon through and see how inexcusable 

the Jews were in their attitude to the Word of God, and to the servants 

of God. The doctrine of election and predestination (blessedly true as it 

is), is no excuse for the fallen state of man and his hatred to God, to the 

truth, to His people and to His Word. Do remember that. You should be 
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looking into your heart this Sabbath morning and asking what is your 

feeling and your attitude under the authority of the Word of God. Are 

you like those Jews who, generation after generation, said: “We will not 

have this Man to rule over us”? Dear friend, if you live and die in that 

spirit, there is only one end that could possibly be for your soul. It will 

not be the blessed end that Stephen had. It will be the solemn abyss out 

of which no prayer will ever be answered, and no gospel sermon ever 

heard. Lay these things to heart. 

 

But our text, as Stephen went through his discourse as God gave it 

to him, brings us to a very particular moment in the history of God’s 

ancient people. “In which time Moses was born.” You have really 

already sung a hymn this morning that preaches the sermon that 

perhaps we ought to be preaching: 

 

                                   “Sovereign Ruler of the skies, 

                                     Ever gracious, ever wise; 

       All my times are in Thy hand, 

      All events at Thy command.” 

J. Ryland 

 

What we have to consider first of all this morning is this: it was no 

accident, and no miscarriage of God’s purposes, that, at this time of 

which Stephen is speaking, “Moses should be born.” And it is no 

accident or miscarriage of God’s purposes that you were born when you 

were, and nor was it when I was born. Where we were born, the 

circumstances surrounding our birth were known to God. The 

generation in which we are living at this time is also just as much 

known to God. Yes, we might look back and wish we lived in 

spiritually better days: when the nation feared God, when godly rulers 

gave wise counsel, when the houses of God were full of hungering and 

thirsting sinners and when many souls were plucked as brands from the 

burning. Yes, we perhaps wish we did live in such days. But we must 

be very careful lest a spirit of rebellion enter our hearts; as if somehow 

God has made a mistake in putting us in such a generation as we are. 

God has made no mistake. If we are God’s people, He has raised us up 
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in some little measure – not just the preacher, but all those who fear His 

name – to serve Him in this generation. ‘Oh!’ you say, ‘but it is so 

difficult; increasingly so!’ Well, could that not be said of Moses’s time? 

How difficult to be a child of God in the day in which Moses was born! 

How difficult to fear God in the day Moses was born! Yet we read of 

those godly midwives who did not do what Pharaoh bid them do, or 

what the law of the land said should be done; that every male child 

should be slain and the females preserved. The midwives did not do 

that. And why did they not do that? Because they feared God, and they 

put the fear of God before the fear of Pharaoh and the fear of man. God 

enabled them so to do. And we are living in days, dear friends, when 

the law of the land increasingly contradicts God’s holy Word, and 

increasingly suggests that those who adhere to the precious principles 

of His law and the gospel, are out of step with today’s thinking and 

should be excluded, or even worse than that, punished for it. 

 

You may tremble as the days grow darker and wonder how it would 

be if such opposition as that should come on our very doorstep, within 

our very doors perhaps. How would we stand? Well, the same grace 

those dear midwives showed, and the same grace that Moses showed, is 

the same grace that God will give to His people now: “Thy shoes shall 

be iron and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy strength be.” What have 

you just sung? 

  

   “When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 

                       My grace all-sufficient shall be thy supply; 

                       The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 

    Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.” 

R. Keen 

 

“In which time Moses was born.” My next point is this – and a very 

blessed one, too – oh, that we might meditate on it more, pray over it 

more, expect it more! That is that God is never at a loss to raise up a 

man to use as His servant in whatever times may pass over this sin-

stricken world. Does He need a Noah? Yes. He provides one, and eight 

human souls were saved in the day of the flood. Does He need a 
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Joseph? Yes. And He provides a man: “He sent a man before them, 

even Joseph, who was sold for a servant: Whose feet they hurt with 

fetters.” Does He need a Moses to withstand Pharaoh? He raises him up 

and gives him all the grace he needs. “I will be with thy mouth, and 

teach thee what thou shalt say.” Does He need a Gideon, when the 

Midianites are flooding into the land? Yes. “Go in this thy might, and 

thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent 

thee?” Does He need an Asa when a million Ethiopians oppose little 

Judah? Yes. Asa is raised up. “We rest on Thee, and in Thy name we 

go.” Does He need a Daniel to pray on when the decree of the land 

forbids it? He raises up a Daniel, who opened his window toward 

heaven three times a day as before, and prayed to his God. Does he 

need three Hebrews to witness, even in the fires? He raises up a 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 

 

So we could go on. But, dear friends, all those dear saints – and 

godly saints they were, and many more we could mention – are all 

eclipsed by that One of whom John the Baptist spoke. Seeing Jesus 

coming towards him, he said: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 

away the sin of the world.” Does God need one to vindicate His justice? 

Does God need one to satisfy His holy law? Does God need one to 

make atonement for the Church fallen in Adam? Where is such a one to 

be found? “But when the fulness of the time was come,” note that, 

“God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To 

redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the 

adoption of sons.” Remember, if Moses was born in a perilous time 

when Pharaoh’s sword was busy, how busy was Herod’s sword in 

Matthew 2! How busy was the Roman’s sword, who stood at the foot of 

the cross guarding Christ as He hung there, suffering, bleeding and 

dying for poor sinners. “For such a time as this.” 

 

Bless God then, He never fails, and will never fail to provide for 

His Church. His dear Son, now as a Forerunner, is sitting at the right of 

His dear Father this morning hour. He is interceding for all who come 

to God by Him, spreading His once wounded hands. He is watching 

over His Church at this time. “Such a time as this.” Bless His holy 
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name for it. 

 

“In which time Moses was born.” Let us consider, for a moment, 

the time in which Moses was born, because there are three very 

important lessons to be learned here, in particular. First of all, we are to 

understand it in this sense. God had said to Abraham (many, many 

years before), that his descendants would be four hundred years or 

more in Egypt and serve another nation. Also, in due season God would 

bring them out, with great power, in His own time and way. The first 

chapter or two of the Book of the Exodus are the closing scenes of that 

long period of history. God was about to fulfil what He had promised to 

Abraham all those years before. But, what a mysterious way God chose 

to perform it! And you may have a promise that God has given you. 

You may be waiting a long time for it to be fulfilled. One thing you will 

have to say about the way that God takes to fulfil it, is that God’s “way 

is in the sea” and His “path in the great waters.” His “footsteps are not 

known.” Israel had greatly prospered in Egypt. They started in the land 

of Goshen; the best place in the land. But, they multiplied so much, as 

we read in Exodus, that they filled the land. Everything was all right for 

several generations, until a king arose who “knew not Joseph.” But that 

did not mean, dear friends, that he did not know Egyptian history; he 

surely did. He must have known about the time when Joseph was 

remarkably raised up to save, not only the Israelites, but the Egyptians 

in the time of famine. In those days, every schoolboy in Egypt would 

have been told this amazing thing. He was not ignorant of Joseph, in 

that respect. It meant that he had no sympathy with Joseph, no love for 

Joseph’s God and no time for Joseph’s religion: just as it is in our 

generation today! 

 

We can look back, dear friends, to God’s wonderful deliverances in 

two World Wars. Before that we can look back to the Spanish Armada, 

and other times in our history. In most signal ways God intervened on 

behalf of our land. But now we have a generation that knows not God, 

does not want to know God, and does not even want to acknowledge 

the goodness of God toward us. They ‘know not Joseph’, just like that 

king in Egypt “knew not Joseph.” 
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When we get people in power and authority who know not God and 

know not His people, then you can be sure that God’s people will begin 

to suffer. So it was in that day. Pharaoh turned the hearts of the 

Egyptians against the Israelites, and they became their slaves. They 

built the pyramids and those treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses, of 

which we read in Exodus. They had to labour under the sun. The 

taskmasters beat their backs with whips to make them make the bricks 

faster, and so build the cities faster. The sweat poured from their backs. 

The cries and the groans under the servitude went deeper and deeper. 

The great point was that this nation should be subdued, oppressed and 

repressed. All the measures were taken in the Egyptian parliament that 

this nation should be restricted. The young males had to be slain so that 

there should be no more growth of this people. Such was the agenda of 

Egypt and Pharaoh. But we read, dear friends, a very significant word 

in Exodus 1. “But the more they afflicted them, the more they 

multiplied and grew.” We must remember it is God’s ‘but.’ Many 

things could be said about that blessed sentence. The first thing is this. 

God was even turning the wrath of man to praise Him. The devil was 

over-reaching himself, as he does so often. “But,” the more Pharaoh 

strove to suppress this nation, the more they grew, because God was 

with them.  

 

Again, it brings before us another blessed principle: the principle of 

sanctification. The Church of Christ prospers most under oppression. 

That should not surprise us. The Church’s most prosperous times have 

been as when the Lord said to Daniel: “The street shall be built again, 

and the wall, even in troublous times.” The Church of God has been 

most prosperous when the greatest opposition has been permitted 

against it. You only have to go about five miles from this house of 

prayer to a spot near Slaughterford. There you will find the ruins of a 

little chapel. That little chapel was built in the days of the Five-Mile 

Act, when it was forbidden that any dissenter should worship within 

five miles of a city or a town. It is a monument to those difficult days. 

If you go a little further out to Castle Combe, there is a field where 

George Whitfield preached. While he was preaching in that field, nitric 
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acid was thrown at him and on the worshippers. Yet what wonderful 

days, spiritually, they were! “But the more they afflicted them, the 

more they multiplied and grew.” 

 

Now come to it personally. You have been praying for fruit in your 

soul; more faith, more love, more grace, more communion, more 

fellowship and more of Christ. Did you expect to get it sitting by your 

fireside with your slippers on, with your feet up, reading John Gill, 

Matthew Henry or another good book? They are good books, and I 

commend them to you. But, has that been the way? No. You may have 

come into difficulties: perhaps bodily afflictions. Perhaps there is 

opposition in your pathway: at work, or in your circumstances. In one 

way or another, a crook in the lot or a thorn in the flesh has come, and 

God is using this affliction or adversity. Why? To bring forth more 

fruit. “Every branch in Me that beareth not fruit He taketh away: and 

every branch that beareth fruit, He purgeth it, that it may bring forth 

more fruit.” Yes, more fruit. And so you are in that path at the moment. 

What is that affliction doing? It is making you pray in a way you have 

never prayed before, and confess your sins more deeply than you have 

ever done before. You are pleading the blood of Christ more earnestly 

than you have ever done before, and you are asking Him for His help 

daily more diligently than you have ever done before. Your appetite for 

the Word of God has been sharpened, and your appetite for the house of 

God has been renewed. It is all because of this path of affliction that the 

Lord has put you in. “But the more they afflicted them, the more they 

multiplied and grew.” “In which time Moses was born.” 

 

There is another word in the prophecy of Isaiah. “Destroy it not; for 

a blessing is in it.” That may be a word for one of you, this morning 

hour, who is tempted to turn your back on the afflicted path; to jump, as 

it were, out of the fire to have an easier, smoother path.  

 

 

 

 

  “Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 
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                               The clouds ye so much dread 

Are big with mercy, and shall break 

                               In blessings on your head.” 

W. Cowper 

 Good William Cowper also said, 

 

                             “The bud may have a bitter taste, 

                               But sweet will be the flower.” 

 

Israel had to wait for God’s day to bring them out of Egypt, but it 

surely and remarkably came. The Passover lamb was slain. The blood 

was sprinkled on the doorposts and the lintels. In that very day they 

came out. You need to wait and watch God’s time. It will come. “For 

the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and 

not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will 

not tarry.” 

 

“In which time Moses was born.” The next thing we notice is the 

manner of Moses’ birth. Those two godly people, Amram and 

Jochebed, his parents, did not regard the king’s commandments. They 

looked beyond the law of the land in their day, and Moses was born. 

The timing of Moses’ birth: you sang of it: 

 

                             “He that formed me in the womb, 

                               He shall guide me to the tomb.” 

J. Ryland 

 

So it was with Moses. He was destined to live one hundred and twenty 

years on the face of this earth, in some of the most challenging days the 

Church of God has ever known. For forty years he was to live in 

Pharaoh’s palace. Pharaoh was to nurture the very man who was to 

overcome Egypt and its army. How mysterious are God’s ways! Moses 

learned the most natural things in Pharaoh’s palace. Although they were 

not spiritual, yet, none the less, they were not without their use in the 

natural things that no doubt Moses had to deal with later on, as the 

leader of God’s people. Then, of course, the forty years in the 
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wilderness as a shepherd were far more beneficial, far more profitable, 

spiritually. That is where Moses learned his spiritual lessons, and that is 

where he learned salvation by grace. That is where he learned 

dependence, and that is where he learned his own weakness. That is 

where he learned the value of prayer, and that is where he learned the 

value of the Word of God. That is where he learned those things which 

were to be a spiritual asset and help to him in the days that were yet to 

come. God gave him a rod to go with: “Certainly I will be with thee”. 

Dear friends, that word, “certainly,” had all the authority of God in it, 

and it had all the power of God in it. It meant that whatever the 

circumstances – you sang of it just now: 

 

                    “At home, or abroad, on the land, on the sea, 

           “As thy days may demand, shall thy strength ever be.” 

R. Keen 

 

Oh, the blessings of God Almighty upon His dear servant Moses! 

“Certainly.” He passed through very uncertain times. The poor man had 

so much to contend with: the fickle people of Israel as well as himself. 

But that rod remained. “Certainly.” “Certainly I will be with thee.” 

Dear friends, there is to us a word in season here. “Certainly I will be 

with thee.” We live in uncertain times. Some of you have uncertain 

health, some of you have uncertain circumstances in your family; in the 

business. Perhaps even in this coming week there seems to be so many 

uncertainties. But, if God should give you Moses’ rod, you have a 

divine certainty. “Certainly, I will be with thee.” Bless God for that 

time in which “Moses was born.”  

 

Go back to Moses godly parents for a moment. It is very evident 

that when Moses was born, God intended them to see he was a child 

born for a purpose. It is a wonderful thing when God gives a child in 

that way, and reveals at their birth that there is something significant 

that will take place in that child’s life. It has been known by many of 

God’s people. Amram and Jochebed saw he was just such a child; one 

that would enjoy God’s favour. Oh! How we plead that for all of our 

children and grandchildren as we go on: that they may be in God’s 
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favour, the greatest of all privileges. For several months Moses’ parents 

hid him for as long as they could. Then, because he was growing, and 

no doubt becoming lustier in his cries, they could no longer hide him –

as we read in that remarkable account. You can imagine, dear friends, 

that morning when Moses was put into that ark of bulrushes: the spirit 

of his mother, yes, and his father too. They had to commit: that means 

‘to leave’. If ever anyone walked out Psalm 37 verse 5, they did. 

“Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in Him; and He shall bring 

it to pass.” They literally had to leave Moses on the waters of the Nile 

in that vulnerable little ark of bulrushes. They had to leave him in 

God’s care. How wonderfully it was overruled! Miriam watches from 

the riverbank, and then we have Pharaoh’s daughter coming down just 

at that time. How remarkable are God’s providences! The babe cries 

just at the time when she is there, she – Pharaoh’s daughter – the 

daughter of the one who has passed this terrible decree! Her heart 

moves with compassion towards this Israelite child. Who moved her 

heart? God did. He moved her heart. It is amazing, dear friends, how 

God moves the heart of his people’s enemies. I think of the Lord’s 

servant, the late Mr. Pavlik. Mr. Pavlik was brought up in 

Czechoslovakia in the time of the Iron Curtain. He was called by grace 

while he was there, and he sought to escape from that terrible system. 

One memorable night, he got as far as the border (I believe it was deep 

winter), but there were dogs guarding the border. He was waiting and 

hoping for a moment when he could dart across. But, the guard dogs 

saw him, and then a guard saw him. To his amazement, the guard called 

the dog off and turned his back on him. Mr. Pavlik was able to cross the 

border to freedom. Who put it into that guard’s heart to do that? The 

same God who gave compassion to Pharaoh’s daughter. 

 

                               “He holds all nature in His hand; 

         That gracious hand on which I live.” 

A. Steele 

 

Friends, God moves His people towards His people, and sometimes He 

even moves sinners to do what He wills on their behalf. If only we 

could believe more often that our “life’s minutest circumstance is 
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subject to His eye.” And so it is. 

 

We come back to those memorable scenes. Now listen. What is to 

be done with this child? Miriam, moved no doubt by the fear of God, 

says: “Shall I go and call to thee a nurse?” ‘Yes,’ says Pharaoh’s 

daughter. Of course, she brings the mother of the babe. I suspect 

Pharaoh’s daughter knew that. Her compassion continues. Now listen to 

this. “Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy 

wages.” Jochabed was even paid to bring up her own child. How 

mysterious are God’s ways! How wonderfully God appears and makes 

a provision for them! But, go back to that word: “Take this child away, 

and nurse it for me.” ‘Oh! Pharaoh’s daughter, you are only in the 

background here.’ For really this is Almighty God saying to those 

godly parents concerning this child: ‘You are nursing it for Me.’ 

Whether it be a child or any other exercise God puts into the hearts of 

His dear people; any path they are called to walk in “for Me,” God will 

give them their wages. That is, sufficient strength, sufficient wisdom, 

sufficient grace and sufficient support for them to do exactly as He bids 

them. “I will give thee thy wages.” Some of us have proved it; we could 

write a book about it. 

 

But those two words: “for Me.” We do a lot for ourselves, wretched 

creatures that we are. We have done so much in the devil’s service. Oh, 

how we should be ashamed of ourselves! But have we done anything of 

which the Lord would say: “for Me”? “Inasmuch as ye have done it 

unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me.” 

“For Me”. ‘Oh!’ you say, ‘it is a very trying path I am in. If only you 

knew the difficulties that surround me every day and that I go to bed 

with and wake up with. It is “for Me,” says your dear Saviour. ‘It is for 

Me in two ways. First of all, that you may learn more of Me; that you 

may learn more of your dependence, and learn more of that blessed 

word, “A Friend loveth at all times, and a Brother is born for 

adversity.” “For me.” Secondly, it is so that My kingdom be extended, 

and that My glory be enhanced.’ That is how it is. “Take this child 

away, and nurse it for Me, and I will give thee thy wages.” 
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“In which time Moses was born.” My last line of thought is this. 

What a miracle it was that Moses endured, and was preserved! Time 

after time he went before Pharaoh (as you read later on in the Book of 

the Exodus), facing that man out. Pharaoh had a whole army at his 

disposal. Why did he not ask them or command them to slay that man, 

Moses? Friends, God had put a wall of fire about His servant. It was 

rightly said by one of the Puritans that the child of God is immortal 

until the work of grace is done within him, and the work God has for 

Him to do for him is done. What did you sing in the hymn that went 

before the sermon which I am trying to preach?  

 

  “Plagues and deaths around me fly; 

                                Till He bids, I cannot die; 

                                Not a single shaft can hit, 

                                Till the God of love sees fit.” 

J. Ryland 

 

“In which time Moses was born.” God can and does preserve His 

dear people. He does watch over them, and He does bring them safely 

through. Oh! It is a great mercy that we believe (as we trust we do), in 

the perseverance of the saints; that it is God’s grace that keeps them 

right to the very end. When godly Moses, at the end of his days, stood 

on mount Pisgah, God gave him that remarkable view of the whole of 

the land that was about to be entered, which he himself could not enter. 

We know it was because of his own sin. He had to learn the rod of 

correction. But Moses looked on that land with such love and with such 

thankfulness. My dear friends, this godly man looked back and he could 

see the hand of God. He could say, like David did in Psalm 31: “My 

times are in Thy hand.” Now, you might not be on mount Pisgah at the 

moment; you might be in some deep, deep valley. But, listen. The truth 

is just the same. 

 

 

 

 

                      “Brought safely by His hand thus far, 
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      Why dost thou now give place to fear? 

  How canst thou want if He provide, 

    Or lose thy way with such a Guide?” 

J. Newton 

 

He who brought Moses through all the changing scenes of his journey, 

and landed him safely at the end, is the same God today. Bless His holy 

name for it. 

 

“In which time Moses was born.”  We have been born in this 

generation, and Moses’ God can give each of us the same grace for our 

particular need for this particular day. God grant that one day we may 

stand on our Mount Pisgah at the end of our journey and say with good 

Samuel Rutherford, 

 

                               “I’ll bless the hand that guided, 

I’ll bless the heart that planned, 

        When throned where glory dwelleth, 

                                 In Immanuel’s land.” 

S. Rutherford 

 

Just one last thought. Perhaps you may say, ‘But I am not called to 

be a front-line person like Moses was.’ No. Many, perhaps most, are 

not. Amram’s and Jochebed’s work was, under God’s hand, to have this 

child and bring him up for Christ. That may be your work, or a work 

similar to it. It is just as great a work in God’s account. It is a work that 

He fulfils, as we read in the Epistle to the Philippians: “For it is God 

which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure.” 

And, where He gives the will, He gives the grace to do. It is all of 

grace. So, we close with good Paul’s promise; “for such a time as this”: 

“My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfect in 

weakness.”    

 

May God grant His blessing.                                          Amen. 
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