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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 11th  May, 2014 

 

   Text: “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which 

was lost.” Luke 19, verse 10. 

 

 You have just been singing of a covenant [Hymn 87 Gadsby’s]; an 

everlasting covenant, made between the three Persons of the glorious 

Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Ghost. As I have told you many times, in 

that eternal, everlasting, ever-blessed covenant, the salvation of a 

number that no man can number out of every kindred, nation, tribe and 

tongue, was signed, sealed and ratified. There are no ‘ifs,’ no ‘maybes,’ 

no ‘perhaps’ – not even possibilities, not even probabilities about it. 

There are only certainties: divine certainties. That vast number, that 

were given by the Father to the Son to be redeemed and for the Spirit to 

quicken, were foreknown of almighty God ’ere time began. 

 

When our first parents, Adam and Eve, were formed in the Garden 

of Eden; that is where it all began as far as humanity was concerned. 

We can all trace our pedigree back as far as that. God formed man from 

the dust of the earth, and then brought Eve to him. After that amazing 

way of the rib being taken from Adam, (bone of his bone and flesh of 

his flesh), for some while the pure, innocent pair lived in the Garden of 

Eden. We do not know for how long, but they were the federal head of 

the whole of the race that was to succeed them. In other words, they are 

our federal head. We can trace our ancestry back to Adam and Eve. 

When Adam sinned, deceived by Eve, and she, by the serpent; the 

whole of that vast company fell in Adam. All who have ever proceeded 

from the womb, fell in Adam. The one gracious exception, of course, is 

the Son of man in our text, of whom we will speak in a moment. 

Blessed be God, He had no original sin, and no taint of iniquity in His 

holy Person – though He was born of a woman. But, when Adam fell, 

that vast number given by the Father to the Son, also fell in the whole 

multitude of sinners who became lost in the Adam fall. 

 Now, the devil’s aim was that the covenant made ’ere time began 
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should be frustrated; that it should be annulled, that God would change 

His purpose and have no further regard for the vast number that were 

chosen in Christ. But, blessed be God, our text tells us that, although 

this vast number were lost in Adam: cursed under the broken law and in 

danger of eternal perdition according to the covenant of works, yet the 

great purpose of the Lord Jesus Christ (speaking of Himself here as the 

Son of man), was to come and seek out and save those of His own flock 

who are lost in Adam. And, He is still seeking and still saving. If it 

were not so, dear friends, there would be no point in this house of 

prayer being open and the gospel being preached. The whole purpose of 

the gospel is that the dear Son of man, through the preaching of the 

gospel, might seek and save that which was lost. Your wisdom, this 

Sabbath morning, will surely be to know whether you are ‘a sought out, 

saved sinner.’ This is the great point. This is the point that should 

exercise us each: lest we should be passed by and be left in the ruins of 

the Adam fall – never redeemed from its consequences, and be left to 

suffer in eternal misery when time shall be no more.  

 

 It is a great mystery that there is no gospel for the angels who fell 

with Satan. Nowhere do we read that the second Person of the glorious 

Trinity became an angel to save those angels that were lost. They were 

bypassed. There is divine sovereignty. And we have to come closer; 

even among the fallen sons of Adam there is divine sovereignty. “The 

one shall be taken, and the other left.” So, it should behove us this 

morning hour to be very diligent to make our “calling and election 

sure,” and ask ourselves some very searching questions as to whether 

our soul is bound for heaven, and whether we are among those of 

whom you sang in your opening hymn, those of whom Christ is the 

Keeper. If Christ is your Keeper, He will not suffer you to be eternally 

lost. 

 
 “Christ is the Keeper of His saints, 

He guards them by His power.” 

R. Burnham 

 

The Son of man (that is, a precious Jesus) has come into this world 
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to seek out, search out, find out and save those of His own that were 

lost in Adam. “That which was lost.” Why does He take this precious 

name the Son of man upon Himself? He calls Himself the Son of man 

to remind us of His perfect manhood. He was “made like unto His 

brethren.” His body and soul, in union with His divine Person, is this 

other nature that He did not have before. The whole purpose that He 

became the Son of man was “to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was 

rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty 

might be rich.” Do you know that? Have you proved it? “The Son of 

man is come.” He left His radiant throne on high, stooped into this sin-

cursed earth, verily God, verily man for this one purpose: “to seek and 

to save that which was lost.” 

 

 We have before us the case of one of those lost sinners that Jesus 

Christ came to save. It is very instructive to notice that, in both the Old 

and the New Testaments, we have the case of one named sinner, at 

least, who was saved. In Jericho, that wicked city which was 

overthrown, of which we read in the Book of Joshua. In the Old 

Testament we have the amazing case of Rahab, who, as a blessed 

testimony of sovereign grace, longed to be found among God’s dear 

people. We read: “By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that 

believed not, when she had received the spies with peace.” Who gave 

her that faith? Why, the Son of man in our text, dear friends! He gave 

her that faith. He distinguished her from the rest of the rebellious, 

proud, arrogant men of Jericho. He opened her eyes to see the 

blessedness of God’s people. He gave her that desire to be numbered 

among them. He, no doubt, put that prayer in her heart – (how it could 

be she perhaps did not know): ‘Lord, if it could be, may I be found 

among this people to whom Thou hast given this land of promise?’ And 

the Lord heard her cry and answered her prayer. Rahab was one of 

those sought out and saved. However heathen her background, that did 

not hinder the Lord’s purposes. And we may say here at this point, dear 

friend, you may look in your poor, heathen heart. You say: ‘Heathen 

heart? Is that not an exaggeration?’ It is a heathen heart by nature. It is 

God-less. It is Christ-less. It is at enmity with God and godliness. It 
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loves the things that God hates and hates the things that God loves. 

“There is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying 

sores.” It is a mass of corruption. Perhaps you feel it, this Sabbath 

morning. ‘Is it possible that such a one as I could ever be saved?’ 

 

 Well, Rahab’s example, and Zacchaeus too (who we will notice in a 

moment), give precious encouragement to those here this morning who 

feel just as heathen as Rahab was, or just as lost as Zacchaeus was, in 

all his covetousness and pride. But now, with your poor soul awakened, 

you feel to need something this world cannot give. You need something 

that cannot be found in your poor, corrupt nature. Your poor soul is 

crying out for God. Well, dear friends, if that is the case, then you are 

among those who are being sought out. “That which was lost.”  

 

 Let us now consider, with God’s help, the case of Zacchaeus. The 

first thing we notice is the place, Jericho, where he lived. As you know, 

Jericho was an accursed city. When it fell, during the time of Joshua, a 

curse was pronounced. Whoever would seek to rebuild it would begin 

so to do, but then, one after another of his family would die in the 

rebuilding of it until the last of his son’s would finish it off. There was 

always a curse and a shadow over Jericho. It is reminiscent and it is 

typical of the place that John Bunyan called the City of Destruction, 

where sinners live by nature: a place over which the sword of divine 

wrath is stretched out waiting to execute God’s judgments. And that is 

this world; this world is a city of destruction. It is reserved until the day 

when it will be burned up with fire. The Word of God says so. “Heaven 

and earth shall pass away” in that great day of wrath. We are living and 

we are dwelling, dear friends, in this city of destruction. If it is your 

home, if it is the very spirit of your soul, if it is what you want and 

nothing more, then you will be destroyed with it.  Your soul not 

annihilated – remember that. Your soul cannot be annihilated. It is 

immortal. It is eternal. But, you will be in that place where neither hope 

nor mercy will ever come: everlasting destruction and yet never 

destroyed. What a solemn place hell is! Do remember that. 
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                                “As long as God shall God remain, 

 So long shall last hell's endless pain.” 

D. Wülffler 

 

How sad and dreadful it will be if someone here in Old Baptist Chapel, 

this morning, should spend their eternity there! How solemn! It could 

be, no doubt it has been the case. Lay it up. Weigh it up. 

 
    “How stands the case, my soul, with thee? 

                                 For heaven are thy credentials clear? 

                                 Is Jesus’ blood thy only plea? 

                                 Is He thy great Forerunner there?” 

J. Kent 
  

Zacchaeus lived in this place, Jericho. He was happy there, he was 

content there and he was prosperous there. Naturally speaking, he 

wanted nothing more. True, he was not a popular man. He was not 

popular for two reasons. One was that he was serving the occupying, 

imperial nation, the Romans. At that time they were in occupation in 

Palestine and Israel. Zacchaeus was deputed, among others, to collect 

the taxes that the Romans demanded. Every time they paid their taxes, 

the proud Jews felt a burning resentment that they should be forced to 

pay taxes to this empire with which they desired to have nothing to do, 

but which had brought them into subjection. It was a humiliating thing 

for a Jew to pay tax to the Roman Empire. Yet, they were forced to do 

so. And Zacchaeus was agent of the empire; demanding of the 

rebellious and reluctant Jews their due. This made him a most 

unpopular man. 

 

 But, Zacchaeus was unpopular for another reason. In common with 

other publicans, it would seem, he had a reputation of asking for more 

than was his due, and so making himself rich. The publicans demanded, 

from their fellow countrymen, more than the Romans asked for. Thus 

they became rich on the back of others. ‘Well,’ you say, ‘that was the 

way the publicans behaved. It was natural to them. This corrupt spirit is 

the way the world works. It is in our own country. We have it almost 

every day brought before us by the media: this man and that man is 
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corrupt. It is the way the world goes on. Should you be so upset about 

it?’ What did we read? “Thou shalt not bear false witness.” That is one 

aspect of corruption: lying and deceit. “Thou shalt not covet.” That was 

Zacchaeus’s sin; another aspect of corruption. So we could go on. 

Friends, it is no excuse to say: ‘Everyone else does it, and therefore I 

can do it.’ “Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil.” I know not 

why I say that this morning. There may be one here, perhaps one of you 

younger ones, it is so difficult to be different from your peers; those 

with whom you have to do at school, at college or at work. They do it! 

Well, they may do. But, dear friends, you know better – you should do. 

The Word of God speaks to you of the fear of God which is “the 

beginning of wisdom,” and a “fountain of life, to depart from the snares 

of death.” May God give you the grace so to do. 

 

 But, here was Zacchaeus, this man who was chief of the publicans. 

He had gone right to the top of his career, no doubt treading on others 

to get there. He stood as the chief man and the richest man among the 

publicans. But then, one memorable day, there was a great commotion 

outside Jericho. Blind Bartimaeus had been sitting by the wayside 

begging for many a day, and Jesus of Nazareth passed by and dealt with 

his case in answer to his prayer. Whether Zacchaeus was a witness to 

that we do not know. But, he would hardly be unaware of what had 

taken place at the very gates of the city in which he dwelt. But now this 

Man, Jesus of Nazareth, was passing through Jericho. And there is a 

desire in Zacchaeus’s heart. It may have been mere curiosity, we know 

not. But, this we do know: it was what God had ordained should be so – 

a desire to see who this Man, Jesus, was. 

 

So Zacchaeus ran. He made haste and ran in front of the many 

people that were going ahead of the Saviour, and climbed up into a 

sycamore tree so he could look down, unobserved by any other (or so 

he thought), upon this Man, Jesus of Nazareth, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

So, Zacchaeus sits there. The crowd comes nearer and nearer until they 

get right to the very foot of the tree. Then, to his amazement, the very 

Man whom he came to see, stands still, right at the foot of the sycamore 

tree: “the place.” We read: “When Jesus came to the place.” “He was to 
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pass that way.” Here we may see something of the same spirit as when, 

“He must needs go through Samaria.” He must “pass that way.” He 

must come to “the place.” “When Jesus came to the place.” Have you 

got a place where Jesus came and spoke to you? Can you point to any 

moment in your little history, perhaps a spot of ground that was “the 

place”? 

 
                        “Yea, He decreed the very place 

Where He would show triumphant grace.” 

R. Burnham 

 

Have you got a place like that? Or even a period in your life? 

 
                        “There is a period known to God 

                          When all His sheep, redeemed by blood, 

                          Shall leave the hateful ways of sin, 

                          Turn to the fold, and enter in.” 

J. Kent 

 

But, be sure of it, dear friends, there must be a place; there must be 

a period when this great change must begin; when that word in 

Philippians 1 is fulfilled: “He which hath begun a good work in you 

will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” This is essential to your 

salvation. There is no other way of salvation beginning, but by the new 

birth; by the Lord laying hold of you by His Word, by His presence, 

and establishing His authority in your heart and life. He has a divine 

right so to do. “The place.” 

 

“When Jesus came to the place, He looked up, and saw him.” Now, 

we can be sure that the dear Saviour knew about Zacchaeus long before 

he went up that sycamore tree. As the Son of God, being omnipotent, 

omniscient and omnipresent in His Person, nothing could be hid from 

Him. And, doing His Father’s will, He knew that it was His Father’s 

will that this very day He was to call this sinner out of darkness into 

divine light. So, it was no surprise to the Saviour, as the Son of God, to 

see Zacchaeus sitting in this tree – at “the place.” As the Son of Man, 

He looks up and sees him. He does not say, ‘Now, who is the man 



 8 

sitting in that tree? Can you tell Me what his name is?’ No, He does not 

need to ask. Sinner, He does not need to ask your name, does He? He 

knows it. 

 

“Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down.” God calls His sheep by 

name. That does not necessarily mean that He will pronounce your 

name audibly when He calls you by His grace. But, when He does call 

you by grace, you will know that He knows your name. It will be so 

particular, so special and so pointed. Whereas before, the gospel was 

just a mere blur, and the law was just a mere blur, now, on this 

appointed day at this appointed place, something was done. You felt the 

Word was for you; your case was being described, your name was 

being mentioned. He knows His sheep, and He knows you inside out. 

He knew Zacchaeus’ life. He knew how many people he had defrauded. 

He knew how many people he had pushed out of the way to get to the 

top of his career as the chief of the publicans. He knew what his bank 

balance was. He knew all about it and how he had got it, as well. He 

knows how you have got your bank balance, as well! Friends, He 

knows everything. “Zacchaeus.” This is the first point, then: a personal 

call. Grace is personal. It is a direct voice from the very Throne of God 

to the sinner whom He has come to seek and to save. “Zacchaeus, make 

haste, and come down.” 

 

The second thing we notice is that Zacchaeus was to “make haste.” 

He had already made haste when he ran before the Saviour to climb up 

the tree. In many other ways, Zacchaeus was a very hasty man. He 

made haste to get himself rich. He, no doubt, hurried to his tax-

gatherer’s table every day, to be sure he was there first, and to make 

sure he could get the rich pickings from his fellow countrymen. 

Zacchaeus knew what it was to make haste. And so do you, sinner, 

don’t you? You have made haste in the ways of sin for many a day; 

many a year. You have hasted in pride; you have hasted in rebellion, 

you have hasted in opposition to the Word, you have hasted after the 

corruptions of your heart, you have hurried along after the sins of your 

fallen nature. You have been a hasty sinner alright! So was Zacchaeus.  

But now, dear friends, a different haste takes hold of him. A 
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different urgency takes hold of this man now. Now it is to do with 

something that he had never ever considered before: his never-dying 

soul. “Make haste.” There is another Word which goes along with it: 

“Flee.” Not ‘loiter’ or ‘stroll,’ but: “Flee from the wrath to come.” 

Friends, has God made you “make haste”? These are solemnities; they 

are not options. It is not just a way of life which we are talking about. It 

is not just choosing one manner of religion against another like 

Buddhism or Sikhism, or any other ‘ism’ that the devil may have 

invented to entertain sinners on the way to hell. That is not it. Your soul 

is at stake! Your eternity is at stake! “Make haste.” “Zacchaeus, make 

haste.” 

 

Thirdly, Zacchaeus had to “come down”. We are naturally proud. 

We are lifted up by our reputation. We think we are somebody. We 

think the world owes us something, and we even think that God owes 

us something when we do a few good works, as we might call them. 

With all our chapel-going, all our Bible reading and our reputation as a 

Christian, we think we have something to bargain with in heaven’s 

market-place. Dear friends, we have to “come down”. The publican 

thought he could bargain with God. “I am not as other men are.” He 

reeled off a list of sins that he was not guilty of; or so he thought. Then 

he added to it things he had done, as it were, to ingratiate himself in 

God’s favour. But, dear friends, he only prayed with himself. It was a 

self-satisfying prayer. He went away as dead as he was when he came 

into the Temple. Is that how you are? Are you going to leave the House 

of God this morning as dead as you came in? As prayer-less as you 

came in? As careless as you came in? God knows – a truly solemn 

case! 

 

But, there is the publican. He has “come down”. He was a man like 

Zacchaeus: he has “come down”. Why has he “come down”? He has 

seen the holiness of God. He has felt the importance of God’s holy law; 

it has come right to his heart. His covetous heart has been exposed, and, 

with that, a multitude of other sins have come to light that he never 

dreamt were dwelling in his bosom. He could see how that, from his 

earliest days, sin had been mingled with his thoughts, his words, his 
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deeds, his actions, his motives and his impulses. Sin has been at the 

root of it! Oh! Now he has “come down”. Oh, that sinners would “come 

down”! There is not enough of it nowadays, dear friends. We are too 

lifted up. It would be far better if we could “come down”! We read: 

“When the LORD shall build up Zion, He shall appear in His glory. He 

will regard the prayer of the destitute” – a man who has come down, a 

man with nothing; not one good work to plead and not one good word 

to plead – nothing! That was the publican. And Zacchaeus had to come 

to the same place. “Come down.” Leave all your boasting self behind; 

your religious self, your proud and your worldly self – all of it. 

 
“Leave all your boasting self behind, 

 For from the Saviour you shall find 

                                A glorious life indeed.” 

J. Berridge 

 

“Come down.” Are you willing to “come down”, sinner? Do you pray 

that God will bring you down? It is only those who are brought down 

who will be lifted up. It is only those who are emptied that will be 

filled. It is only those who are made poor who will be made rich. It is 

only the sick who will need the Physician. How important this point is: 

“He made haste, and came down.” 

 

 “And he made haste, and came down.” We have here a divine 

decree. “To day” – not tomorrow – “I must.” Not: ‘Can I, Zacchaeus, 

if you will let Me?’ Not: ‘May I, Zacchaeus, if you feel worthy of Me?’ 

“I must abide at thy house.”  This “must” was as strong as you have in 

John 3: “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 

must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in Him 

should not perish, but have eternal life.” It was as strong a “must” as 

that. “I must abide at thy house.” What a difference that made in 

Zacchaeus’s house! It will in yours, as well, if He abides in your house.  

 

But I am not just speaking of your house literally; it will make a 

difference there. Because you will find there are things there that are 

inconsistent with Christ dwelling in your house. Conscience will tell 
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you. Those things will have to go if you value your never dying soul. 

They will have to go, however painful to your flesh it may be, and 

however disruptive it may be to your house. If they contravene this 

blessed principle: “I must abide at thy house,” then out they must go for 

Christ’s sake, and for your soul’s sake. 

 

But, it means more than that. You see, our body is a house in which 

our soul is found. When salvation by grace takes place, God Himself 

comes in the Spirit of Christ into that sinner’s heart. ‘I am going to 

dwell in this house.’ There will be some cleansing work to be done. The 

very presence of Christ in your heart reveals your corrupt nature; as it 

did in Zacchaeus’s heart. He saw his covetousness; it stared him in the 

face. His pride, his arrogancy and his cruelty against the poor, all stared 

him in the face. God, the dear Son of God, had come to dwell in his 

house. “I must abide at thy house.” What a place to choose! 

 

Poor sinner, is your ‘house’ so corrupt and so unworthy of Christ’s 

dwelling, that you feel He will never come to your house? Well, 

Zacchaeus could say, ‘No house could be more corrupt than my house; 

none could be viler than my house. But, He came to mine and made 

such a difference.’ Then, poor sinner, why not you? That poor, 

despairing sinner here this morning, who knows something of the 

corruption of their ‘house’. The answer is that a precious Christ should 

come into it. What a difference it makes! No offer of grace here! This is 

“sovereign grace o’er sin abounding.” “I must.” ‘This soul is Mine. 

The Father gave him to Me, ’ere time began. And He could say, as far 

as Zacchaeus was concerned: ‘I am soon to lay down My life for this 

man, Zacchaeus. All his covetousness, pride and arrogancy will be 

imputed to Me in the Garden of Gethsemane. I will bear it away at 

Calvary, and atone for it there. He is mine!’ “I must abide at thy 

house.”  

 

 What was the effect? “He made haste, and came down, and 

received Him joyfully.” “Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy 

power.” Oh, that we might see more of the power of the Son of God 

and the Son of Man in our day! We do not see much, do we? “He made 
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haste, and came down, and received Him joyfully” – willingly, gladly 

and unreservedly. God had worked in his heart, and conquered it. He 

had taken possession there and set up His throne there. From now on, 

Zacchaeus has a different Master; a different authority in his house and 

in his life. Things would never be the same again. “I must.” He 

“received Him joyfully.” 

 

And, “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk 

ye in Him.” See how Zacchaeus did that. First of all, there was 

immediately a murmuring among the people. Why was there a 

murmuring? The proud Pharisees thought they were worthy of 

salvation. They thought that, somehow, God owed salvation to them. 

‘After all, we are sons of Abraham,’ they said. ‘We can trace our 

pedigree back to Abraham himself. We are worthy to be saved!’ You 

may say that yourself! You can trace your pedigree back through lines 

of Strict Baptists, perhaps, or lines of other denominations of God-

fearing men. You have had mothers, fathers, grandparents and great-

grandparents who feared God. ‘Oh!’ you say, ‘we are in the line of 

salvation. We must be saved because of who we are!’ All that makes no 

difference in God’s eyes. “God is no respecter of persons.” You are not 

worthy to be saved, and nor am I; whatever our pedigree maybe. 

 

“They murmured.” It was not as they thought it should be. It was 

contrary to their own pre-conceived ideas of salvation. “He was gone to 

be guest with a man that is a sinner.” Friend, have you ever been 

thankful that He has “gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner”? Are 

there some here this morning who bless God it has been so? 

 
“For sinners, Lord, Thou cam’st to bleed; 

                            And I’m a sinner vile indeed; 

                            Lord, I believe, Thy grace is free, 

                            O magnify that grace in me.” 

J. Hart 

 

Bless God that “He was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner”! 

They are the very ones who need Him. “This is a faithful saying, and 
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worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners; of whom I am chief.” Here is one of the lost sheep of the house 

of Israel being found. The very last verse of Psalm 119 says: “I have 

gone astray like a lost sheep” – a wilful sheep, a careless sheep, an 

indifferent sheep – gone astray! “Seek Thy servant; for I do not forget 

Thy commandments.” 

 

 Now, as soon as this reproach on the name of Jesus was heard by 

Zacchaeus, something sounded in his own heart. Could he stay silent 

while the name of Jesus should be reviled because of who he 

[Zacchaeus] was, a wretched sinner? Oh, no! 

 
                               “Ashamed of Jesus! that dear Friend, 

    On whom my hopes of heaven depend!” 

J. Grigg 

 

He could not remain silent, if he was the cause of any reproach on the 

name of Jesus. ‘Yes,’ Zacchaeus says, ‘it is quite true. I am a sinner. All 

this company around me could testify to it. They could bear witness to 

it – it is quite true. But I am not going to let that fact bring reproach on 

my dear Saviour.’ So, he stands still. “And Zacchaeus stood, and said 

unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; 

and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I 

restore him fourfold.” This is the love of Christ in a sinner’s heart. He 

cannot do enough for love’s sake. It is not to earn salvation – no. 

 

But now, with the very spirit of Christ in Zacchaeus, how 

differently he looks on his wealth! It is there with which to do 

something for God. Not for him to covet or hoard up. J. C. Ryle (with 

whom in some things we disagree as he was deficient in some of his 

doctrine) – but in some respects he was a very able minister of the New 

Testament – one thing he reportedly said was this: ‘There are many 

men who only do any good in their Will; they leave this and that to 

charity. But they do nothing while they are alive; they do what they 

want with the money God gave them.’ He said that is not how it should 

be. Yes, certainly leave to charity in your Will; that is a good thing in 
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one way. But if you never do any good with it while you are alive, 

whatever good is that in God’s sight? 

 

Our possessions are given to us; they are lent to us for God’s 

honour and glory, and not for our own selfish use. Now, remember that; 

young and old. Zacchaeus would tell you that from the pulpit this 

morning, if he stood here before you. ‘These possessions are not mine, 

they are God’s. I must use them to His honour and glory.’ 

 

Thus he restored what he had stolen fourfold and gave the half of 

his goods to the poor, because salvation had touched his heart. It had 

touched his pocket, touched his possessions and touched everything in 

his way of life. It will touch yours, as well, if this precious Christ comes 

into your heart. There will not be one part of your life that salvation 

will not touch. It will touch your relationships – it will! It will touch 

your friendships, it will touch your possessions, it will touch your very 

house and it will touch your very heart. Oh, that salvation might come 

to each of our houses in that way! “By their fruits ye shall know them.” 

Justification is a wonderful truth – ‘Chosen not for good in me’. Bless 

God for that. 

 

But, dear friends, also remember that sanctification walks hand in 

hand with justification. So, there is that blessed truth (and bless God for 

it) “By their fruits ye shall know them.” If your profession of salvation 

has never altered your manner of living and your way of behaving, then 

there is something solemnly, dreadfully lacking in your religion. 

Remember that. “By their fruits ye shall know them.” If the love and 

the blood of Jesus Christ has ever touched your poor heart, it will make 

a difference. Men will notice the difference. They will see the 

difference. They will say: ‘That man is not the man he used to be.’ That 

is what they said in Jericho about Zacchaeus when our Lord moved on. 

There was a wonderful witness in their very midst of what grace can 

do. Those with whom you live and work in your daily life: do they see 

a difference? Do they take knowledge of you that you have “been with 

Jesus”? That is the great point. “This day is salvation come to this 

house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham.” Not because he 
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could trace his pedigree back – he may have been able to do that. No. 

He had the same faith as godly Abraham had, who even for love’s sake 

laid his Isaac on the altar. That was grace! “For the Son of man is come 

to seek and to save that which was lost.” Will He lose one of them? No. 

You sang of it in your opening hymn and confirmed it in the second 

[Hymn 772 Gadsby’s]. “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save 

that which was lost.” May you and I be numbered among them, by 

grace and grace alone. 

Amen. 

 


