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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day evening, 11th May, 2014 

 

  Text: “Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard.” Luke 1, part of 

verse 13. 

 

The accounts that we have in the four gospels of the ministry – and 

of that which went before the ministry of our Saviour the Lord Jesus 

Christ – are the direct inspiration of God, the Holy Ghost. You will 

remember that not long before He suffered, our Lord said to His 

disciples that the Holy Ghost would “bring all things to your 

remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” So, when Luke took 

up his pen, as guided by the Holy Ghost, it was not left to his faulty 

memory. Luke was guided by the blessed Spirit to write those things 

that were to be used by the Spirit for the edification and instruction of 

the Church of Christ to the end of time. And Luke, more than any of the 

other three evangelists, was given light upon what preceded the coming 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, particularly in the way that John the Baptist’s 

birth was to be announced and brought to pass, he being the forerunner 

of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

We read in this chapter the immense privilege which the angel 

Gabriel had; first coming to Zacharias to announce the imminent birth 

of John the Baptist, and the even more stupendous tidings brought to 

Mary, the Lord’s handmaid, that she would bear in her womb the holy 

humanity of the coming Saviour; “Emmanuel, which being interpreted 

is, God with us.” It was a great privilege for Gabriel to bear these 

tidings. And, in the gospel sense, there are blessed tidings indeed 

unfolded in this chapter for us. But, my thoughts, this evening, rest 

particularly on Zacharias and his prayer. We are not told what his 

prayer was. But, we may have some gracious suggestions for what he 

was praying. Apart from Zacharias, there are many other examples of 

the Lord hearing and answering His people’s prayers, however long He 

may delay.  
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“Though the Lord awhile delay, 

Succour they at length obtain; 

        He who taught their hearts to pray, 

Will not let them cry in vain.” 

J. Newton 

 

I hope it may be an encouragement to one or another of you tonight 

who have matters upon your spirit about which you have prayed much, 

and, as yet, there seems to be no answer. You wonder whether your 

prayer has been registered in the highest court of heaven. Has it reached 

the ear of the Lord God of Sabaoth? Is He aware that you are crying for 

mercy and asking for His help? The answer is, dear friends, that He is 

well aware. He is well aware, and He is bottling up those desires, yes, 

also those tears that go with those desires, for a day exactly as 

Zacharias had here: “Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard.” 

 

So, this godly man Zacharias – what do we know about him? 

Zacharias was of the tribe of Levi, and was one of those who was in the 

priest’s office. There was a rota drawn up for each period when the 

various offices of the priests would be allocated and be entered into. It 

was Zacharias’s lot (and a privileged lot it was), to go into the holy 

place. He went not into the holy of holies: only Aaron and his 

successors, the high priests, could enter there once a year, and that not 

without blood. Zacharias could go into the holy place which preceded 

the holiest of all; where was the altar of incense. He would take with 

him a censer, in which was incense, and he would take a live coal from 

off the altar, and place it on the incense. The incense would send up a 

most sweet smell, perfuming the holy place. It was his lot so to do. At 

the same time, he was to be praying. In a moment we will consider 

about what he was praying. 

 

The priest was to be a praying man. The incense arising was typical 

of prayer arising. The savour of it, the smell of it and the sweetness of it 

reminds us that prayer only rightly ascends through the name of our 

Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Good Joseph Hart, speaking of Aaron 

in one of his hymns, says this: 
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                            “His hands a golden censer held, 

 With burning coals and incense filled, 

                                    Which clouded all the holy room 

    With odorous streams of rich perfume.” 

 

And, later on in the hymn: 

 
“The fragrant incense of His prayer” 

(that is Christ’s prayer) 
 “To heaven went up through yielding air; 

    Perfumed the throne of God on high, 

                                   And calmed offended Majesty.” 

J. Hart 

 

Friends, how is it that a prayer of a poor, guilty sinner like you and 

I are, defiled by sin and sinful by nature: I say, how is it that a prayer 

from a sinner’s heart can find acceptance in the holy place above; the 

holiest of all, where sin cannot enter? Nothing that defileth can enter 

that holy place above. How is it that your poor prayers can rise up and 

be accepted? Why, it is through the merits of the dear Saviour, who laid 

down His life on the altar! And, the fragrance of that laid-down life 

perfumes the prayers of God’s dear people, and makes them acceptable. 

It is the only way. When you plead the name of Jesus – and I hope you 

do plead it, for no prayer will ever successfully enter God’s presence 

without it. Friends, I hope you plead that blessed name aright. The 

perfection of it, the holiness of it, the sweetness of it, the beauty of it 

and the glory of it are alone that which makes prayer acceptable in 

God’s sight.  

 
                                 “This is the name the Father loves 

                                   To hear His children plead; 

 And all such pleading He approves, 

                                   And blesses them indeed.” 

S. Medley 

 

You may feel unworthy, and unworthy you are. You may be guilty, and 
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guilty you are. You may be devil-dragged, and devil-dragged you are. 

You may know the wretchedness of your poor nature. You mourn and 

weep over it. The devil may say that there is no room for your prayer in 

heaven’s highest court. He may say: ‘How can you dare pray with such 

a heart as that!’ But, you have an answer for the devil. You have an 

Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous. His merits 

perfume the prayers of sinners, and make them acceptable. Do not let 

the devil or unbelief tell you that you must not pray because you are 

such a sinner. Do not let the devil deceive you into thinking you will 

pray when you feel less sinful.  

 
“If you tarry till you’re better, 

You will never come at all.” 

J. Hart 

 

It is as a sinner you must come: vile, black, wretched and poor, like the 

publican we hinted at this morning, smiting upon your breast: “God be 

merciful to me a sinner.” 

 

Well, here we have Zacharias going within the holy place and doing 

what was commanded. The incense and the sweet savour filled the holy 

place as he did his duty. And, he was a praying man. He was 

commanded to pray for himself as a poor sinner needing mercy, and for 

the people for whom he was a priest, acting as God’s representative at 

this time, in the ceremonial sense. While he was thus praying, the angel 

Gabriel appeared at the right hand of the altar of incense. This is really 

very wonderful. When Joshua the high priest, of whom you read in 

Zechariah 3, tried to pray, Satan stood at his right hand to resist him. 

Do you know what that is? 

 
                                       “I know the Lord is nigh, 

And would but cannot pray, 

      For Satan meets me when I try, 

And frights my soul away.” 

J. Newton 

 

The ‘ifs’, the ‘buts’, the ‘whys’, the ‘hows’ and the ‘wherefores’ of hell 
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stare you in the face, as well as your guilt. Well, blessed be God, the 

Lord dealt with Satan on Joshua’s behalf, and banished him. “Is not this 

a brand plucked out of the fire?” “Take away the filthy garments from 

him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass 

from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment.” Satan has to 

vanish. Well, here it wasn’t Satan who stood at the right hand, it was 

the angel Gabriel, sent with a message from God: an answer to 

Zacharias’ prayer. 

 

Now, there were three things for which I believe Zacharias was 

praying. First of all – and see if you can follow me in this – he was 

praying as a personal sinner needing mercy. Do you ever pray like that? 

Beware, dear friends, of just a general religion; a social religion. You 

should be examining yourself; what is there in private between your 

soul and God? Zacharias was alone here; no one else was with him. 

There he was, pouring out his heart before the Lord. What are your 

prayers like in private? What are your prayers like in secret, about 

which no one knows? Are there any? That is the question. Are there 

any? The Lord knows the answer to that. If there are no private prayers, 

I venture to say, dear friend, that there is something solemnly wrong 

with the very root of your religion, however attractive it might appear 

to other people. May God change that and give you personal prayers, as 

He did for Zacharias. For, as Zacharias went into the holy place, he felt 

his unworthiness: a poor, guilty sinner needing mercy. I am sure part of 

his prayer was: “God be merciful to me a sinner.” He was a believing 

man, he was looking for the coming of the Saviour, and he was waiting 

for the dear Lamb of God to come to take away the sin of the world. He 

did not realise how imminent it was. And this was his prayer. 

 

Secondly, I believe Zacharias would be praying for the people. As 

the priest, he was commanded to pray for the people for whom he was 

offering the incense at that time. That reminds us, and how blessed this 

is, that while the people were praying outside, as we read in this very 

chapter, this dear man was praying for them within the holy place. And, 

while God’s people are praying, there is One within the veil who is 

praying for them. Not a poor, sinful man like Zacharias. No. But our 
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great High Priest, our precious Jesus, our Advocate within the veil. 

When His dear people are on their knees, there is a blessed Advocate 

above; the Holy Ghost interceding within their hearts “with groanings 

which cannot be uttered.” There is the dear Advocate above, taking 

their cause and case in hand and pleading it successfully, because, dear 

friends, they need Someone to take their cause in hand. 

 
   “Give Him, my soul, thy cause to plead, 

                                  Nor doubt the Father’s grace.” 

I. Watts 

 

Again. What would Zacharias be praying for? He was a Jew; he 

knew the history of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He knew God had 

promised that in their seed all the nations of the earth would be blessed. 

He knew there was One coming; the seed of the woman to bruise the 

serpent’s head. They were waiting for Him. They had waited thousands 

of years for Him. So Zacharias would be praying for that blessed 

coming of the Saviour. ‘How long, Lord?’ he could have said. ‘How 

long? Didst Thou not tell Thy servant Malachi, four hundred years ago: 

“the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple”? Lord, 

do as Thou hast said.’ I am sure that would have been part of his prayer. 

And, it says here: “Thy prayer is heard.” 

 

I believe Zacharias’ prayer was heard on these three particulars. 

First of all, personally. The “Fear not” meant: ‘Zacharias, you are a 

pardoned, forgiven man.’ Then secondly, ‘You have prayed on behalf 

of your nation. Yes, your prayers have been accepted for those real 

worshippers who are outside the veil.’ And thirdly, ‘Your prayer for the 

coming Messiah. The Lord whom you seek is about to come, and here 

are some glad tidings for you, Zacharias. But, before He comes, we 

must have the forerunner (already promised as well), who will come in 

the spirit of Elias. And that, Zacharias, will be your son.’ Here 

Zacharias’ faith seems to have come to a dead halt. I believe he had 

prayed for a son many years before, and when he and Elisabeth came 

together as man and wife, it was one of their oft repeated prayers. But, 

Elisabeth remained barren. Naturally speaking, they had gone beyond 
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the years when they could possibly expect a child. So those prayers had 

been forgotten, yet now, after all these years, answered. God does not 

forget living prayers. There may be matters you have prayed about 

many, many years ago. You have forgotten you ever prayed for them. 

God has not forgotten. If He was in those prayers, every Holy Ghost 

wrought prayer will have a Holy Ghost wrought answer. Here was the 

Holy Ghost wrought answer to prayers Zacharias and Elisabeth had 

prayed twenty, thirty, perhaps forty years before – “Thy wife Elisabeth 

shall bear thee a son.” Zacharias could not believe it. It just seemed 

utterly impossible. Zacharias’ and Elisabeth’s time has passed, and he 

thought God’s time had passed. Friends, I have told you before, God 

does not work according to our timescale. He does not work in the 

tramlines we lay down for Him. “For My thoughts are not your 

thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith the LORD. For as the 

heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your 

ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.” And we read later on in 

this chapter – almost the last word the angel Gabriel said to Mary: “For 

with God nothing shall be impossible.” 

 

Now, poor trembling sinner, should that not open your mouth wide 

in prayer, tonight? “Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.” “Is any 

thing too hard for the LORD?” Is there any door He cannot open, any 

mountain He cannot make low, any valley He cannot exalt, any crooked 

thing He cannot make straight or any heart He cannot subdue? Is there 

anything He cannot do, be it but His will so to do it? “With God 

nothing shall be impossible.” ‘Zacharias, I have perfect control over 

you and Elizabeth in this matter. I can bring to pass what I promised to 

do.’ But, poor Zacharias could not receive it. “Whereby shall I know 

this? for I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years.” It was 

the answer of unbelief to a promise that God had given. I know not why 

this subject should be on my spirit this evening. The Lord knows. There 

may be, I hope there is, a purpose in it. Friends, beware of answering 

God back! Remember who He is. “God is in heaven, and thou upon 

earth: therefore let thy words be few.” Weigh your words up before you 

answer Almighty God back. You have no right to answer Him back.  
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Zacharias was wrong in the way he spoke. It was the language of 

unbelief. ‘This cannot be! But, if it is, Lord, give me a token.’ And the 

Lord, through the angel Gabriel, gave him a most solemn token; one in 

judgment, but, in mercy as well. The very tongue which challenged the 

angel Gabriel, and the promise of God through him, was silenced for 

those many months. What a token God gave to Zacharias! “Thou shalt 

be dumb.” ‘That will be your token Zacharias; thou shalt be dumb until 

these things be brought to pass.’ May God teach us from these things.  

 

There are three things we must say at this point. The first is this. 

Zacharias’ unbelief – how it contrasts with Mary’s faith! Although she 

took very similar language on her lips when the angel Gabriel told her 

the even more stupendous tidings concerning the coming Saviour, she 

asked using words of enquiry “How shall this be, seeing I know not a 

man?” That was an honest enquiry from a believing heart, desiring to 

know how the Lord would perform this matter that He had promised. 

The Lord, who looks on the heart, knew her response was in faith. 

Zacharias’ answer, although similar language, was in unbelief. Friends, 

the Lord looks on the heart – your heart and mine. You cannot hide the 

true state of your heart before Him this evening hour. 

 

The second thing we would say, and bless God for it; Zacharias’ 

unbelief did not make the Word of God of none effect. That should not 

make you think lightly of unbelief. You are making God a liar – a most 

solemn, awesome thing to do! But, nonetheless: “If we believe not, yet 

He abideth faithful.” Your unbelief will not make the Word of God of 

none effect; it did not in Zacharias’ case. Although he was severely 

chastened, yet the promise came to pass. 

 

So, dear friends, here is the other side of the matter. Perhaps it is an 

encouragement to one poor soul here tonight who is struggling with 

unbelief, who is plagued with it. The devil says that it will never be 

with such a heart as you have. Friends, your unbelief will not and 

cannot make the Word of God of none effect. “Hath He said, and shall 

He not do it?” He “is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 

ask or think.” 
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The third thing we would say in this context is this: when Zacharias 

left the holy place and fulfilled his office; now a poor, dumb, stricken 

man, he went to his home and told Elisabeth, not by word of mouth, but 

by writing down what had taken place. Elisabeth had faith to believe. 

And, when Mary came to see Elisabeth those several months later, 

Mary had the same faith as Elisabeth had. “Blessed is she that believed: 

for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her 

from the Lord.” “There shall be.” “With God nothing shall be 

impossible.” What did the Lord say to Jacob? “I will not leave thee, 

until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of.” What has He 

spoken to you of? “I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I 

have spoken to thee of.”  

 

“Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard.” We know the blessed 

outcome of it all. When, at last, John was born, the neighbours wanted 

to name him Zacharias after his father. ‘No,’ says Elisabeth, ‘that is not 

the name we are to call him.’ They argued with Elisabeth. She told 

them to ask his father. And, the dear man asked for a writing table. “His 

name is John.” That was the language of faith. Now his tongue is 

loosed, and a blessed doxology ends this chapter. The dear man’s heart 

overflows with love, thanksgiving and gratitude to his God, who had 

turned his captivity. His captivity was turned, as we read in Psalm 126, 

“as the streams in the south.” Is there a poor, captive soul here tonight 

that is held captive by unbelief? You can understand where Zacharias 

was. Perhaps you feel to be in the same place. There is a day coming 

when the Lord will turn that captivity. He does as He says He will do. 

You will look on in amazement, and, like Zacharias, you will sing the 

doxology. You will be so humbled to think that despite your unbelief, 

despite your distrusting spirit and despite that doubting frame that 

seemed to plague you for so long, God was still, and is still, as good as 

His word. “Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard.” 

 

Of course, in this context we could consider Thomas. Thomas 

absented himself from public worship when the disciples went to the 

upper room on the evening of the first Lord’s Day. Thomas did not 

think there was any point in him going. His reasoning was that he could 
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not possibly believe that the Saviour would be there. What was the 

point of going if the Saviour was not there? ‘Oh, Thomas! Thomas!’ 

Did He not tell you, along with the other disciples, that He would see 

you after His resurrection? ‘Oh!’ says Thomas, ‘I am not going.’ So 

Thomas does not go. And the dear Saviour appears in the upper room. 

He shows His wounded hands and side to those dear disciples. “Then 

were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.” But, Thomas, being 

absent, says: “Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and 

put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His 

side, I will not believe.” Oh, what daring language Thomas used! Eight 

days later, the dear Saviour appeared again. This time Thomas was with 

the disciples. And the Lord, who hears every word and understands 

every thought afar off, although He had not been physically present 

when Thomas said what he did; knew exactly what Thomas had said. 

And everyone present knew it. “Reach hither thy finger, and behold My 

hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not 

faithless, but believing.” Then dear Thomas, with such love in his heart, 

looks on those wounded hands. He has no doubt now as to who this is. 

‘This is my Lord, this is my God and this is my Jesus. Those hands bear 

the marks of my forgiveness. I have received of the Lord’s hand double 

for all my sins – even that wretched sin of unbelief.’ What a moment it 

was for Thomas! “Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast 

believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.” I 

think Zacharias and Thomas would have understood each other. And, I 

think some of us understand them, as well, if we are honest. 

 

“Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard.” The next point I want 

to bring before you is this. Zacharias had many companions in 

tribulation. One of them was Hezekiah. You will remember that godly 

king was raised up to sit on the throne of David in a former time, and 

his reign over Judah was at a very difficult time in their history. The 

Syrian army was wreaking havoc in the neighbouring nations, and had 

already taken some of the cities of Judah, and had surrounded 

Jerusalem. And, like a bird of prey waiting to pounce on its prey, the 

mighty army of Sennacherib waited to pounce on Jerusalem and take it 

for himself. But again, there was a word from the Lord in this matter. 
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Through the prophet Isaiah, God had said that the waters of Assyria 

would come right to the neck, but no further. And then they would 

recede. So, there they were, right to the neck around Jerusalem – one 

more wave and then the city would be overwhelmed. But, no! The Lord 

had said it would not be. And, just at this critical moment when 

Sennacherib is there with his one hundred and eighty five thousand 

men, what do we find? Hezekiah is struck down with what seemed a 

terminal illness. Death faces him; even the sentence of death. “Set thine 

house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live.” What a sentence that 

was! Just when Hezekiah was needed most, we might say, to be a 

visible leader to the disheartened men of Jerusalem, he lays on a sick 

bed, turning his face to the wall and pouring out his heart before the 

Lord, weeping and crying to the Lord.  

 

And the Lord sends His servant Isaiah back with these words, a 

wonderful example of what prayer can do: “I have seen thy tears: 

behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years.” How wonderful it was 

that Hezekiah’s prayer was heard! What did the Lord do for him? First 

of all, He promised that he would heal him and defer that sentence of 

death for fifteen years. That is the first thing: the Lord did heal him. 

The figs being laid on the boil was the Lord’s means so to do. God is a 

sovereign. 

 

Secondly, He promised him that during those fifteen years he would 

have a son whereby the seed of David would continue. God had 

promised it would be so, until the dear Redeemer came, as we read in 

this very chapter this evening. So, we know Manasseh was born during 

those fifteen years. But, dear friends, although Manasseh was brought 

up under the sound of the truth, (we read: “the father to the children 

shall make known Thy truth” and, indeed, Hezekiah did his parental 

duty in so doing), as soon as Hezekiah died, we know the dreadful 

havoc that Manasseh wrought. Would that undo what God had 

promised? No. Manasseh is taken in thorns down to Babylon. There, he 

learns: there he knew that “the Lord He is God.” Manasseh comes back 

a chastened man, a repenting man. We leave that to one side. 
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The next thing the Lord did for Hezekiah was this. He pardoned all 

his sins: cast them behind His back. That was the greatest of all the 

blessings the Lord promised the dear man. Hezekiah was now a 

pardoned, blood-washed man. He could face the end of life now. 

“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 

Jesus.” That was the gospel he received. But, what about this great 

providential problem, this vast army? One hundred and eighty-five 

thousand men round about Jerusalem! ‘Lord, what about them?’ “Fear 

not Hezekiah, I have seen thy tears and heard thy prayer”. The Lord, 

who sends His angels to do His bidding, sent another angel (not, as far 

as we know, the angel Gabriel) with authority to slay the mighty men of 

Sennacherib’s army. They lay dead around Jerusalem. God lifted the 

siege, and God can still do the same today. “For with God nothing shall 

be impossible.” Are you a besieged character tonight? Every way you 

look there is trouble, a difficulty, a shut door, an iron bar, a brazen gate. 

You are hedged in, shut in and besieged. God has but to speak, and it 

shall be done. He will loose that captivity and turn it, in answer to 

prayer. “Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard.” ‘Fear not, 

Hezekiah: thy prayer is heard.’ And, this prayer-hearing, prayer-

answering God still hears and answers prayer. 

 
                               “That were a grief I could not bear, 

    Didst Thou not hear and answer prayer; 

But a prayer-hearing, answering God 

                                 Supports me under every load.” 

W. Cowper 

 

We often speak of good Hannah’s prayer, as well. That poor 

woman! What prayers and tears she shed over her own sinful heart, and 

the opposition of Peninnah! The disappointing misunderstanding of her 

own husband! What a lone sparrow she was! She goes into the temple 

of the Lord where surely she would find some sympathy! But, even Eli, 

God’s servant, at first seemed to have no heart to understand her case. 

What a lonely path she was in! Dear friends, it maybe where you are 

tonight: “a sparrow alone upon the house top.” Fear not, fear not. The 

Lord has a love for His lone sparrows. What do we read? Eli, when he 
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realised that she was indeed a child of God pouring out her heart before 

the Lord, was used as God’s mouthpiece. “Go in peace: and the God of 

Israel grant thee thy petition that thou hast asked of Him.” She goes 

away “no more sad.” Her fears are put away by that word of the Lord. It 

is as if He said: ‘Fear not, Hannah.’ When God speaks like that He 

takes away the fears, the dread, the anxiety, the trepidation and the 

dismay. And when He does that, dear friends, peace reigns in the heart. 

“The peace of God, which passeth all understanding.” You can leave 

the matter with the Lord. “Fear not Zacharias, for thy prayer is heard.” 

John is born in due season. “Fear not, Mary,” and, in due season, the 

dear Saviour is born. ‘Fear not Hannah,’ and she holds her Samuel in 

her arms. She “called his name Samuel, saying, Because I have asked 

him of the LORD.” 

 

What is the lesson behind our poor attempts to set Zacharias’ case 

before you this evening? It is this. That the God we adore is a prayer-

hearing, prayer-answering God. He is as much so tonight in 2014 as He 

was at this time when Zacharias found the angel of the Lord beside the 

altar of incense. He has not changed, He has not diminished, He is not 

weary of answering prayer, and His resources are not in any way 

diminished from what they were when He did what was needed for 

Zacharias, Mary and others. He is “the same yesterday, and to day, and 

for ever.” Then dear friends, do not give up praying. Do not cease to 

besiege the throne of grace. “Men ought always to pray, and not to 

faint.” The case of the dear widow woman we read of in Luke 18 is a 

prime example of this, set before us by the dear Saviour. She had an 

adversary who was plaguing her life. Not only that, she had an unjust 

judge who was the only person who could deal with it in a judicial 

sense. He was hard and austere, with no sympathy or understanding. He 

had no care for this woman, whatsoever. Oh, what a hard case hers 

was! But friends, she kept knocking. She kept asking and she kept 

beseeching. She prayed in faith because she believed in the God of 

heaven who has all men’s hearts in His hands. She knew that if only He 

saw fit, He alone could move this unjust judge. She knew what the Lord 

could do, if only He would. She beseeches Him and would not let Him 

go, as it were, until she received what she desired. And so it was. One 
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day she knocks at the door with the same request, and, to her 

amazement, yet thanksgiving, the unjust judge does exactly what she 

wishes. True, the reason he gave was not a gracious one. His heart was 

not softened in repentance for his ill manners; rather he did it for his 

own convenience. Be that as it may: look beyond second causes, dear 

friends. They are all in God’s hands. “And shall not God avenge His 

own elect, which cry day and night unto Him, though He bear long with 

them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. “Nevertheless” – 

hear what the Saviour says; it comes right back to the point of our 

content – “Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall He find 

faith on the earth?” When He comes saying, ‘Fear not, thy prayer is 

answered,’ will He find you receiving that answer in faith? Or will you 

be like poor Zacharias? ‘Lord, it cannot be; I cannot see how it can 

possibly be.’ No. By reason you cannot see, but faith says, “with God 

nothing shall be impossible.”  

 

May God add His blessing.  

Amen 

 


