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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 31stJuly, 2016 

 

   Text: “Behold, the ark of the covenant of the LORD of all the earth 

passeth over before you into Jordan.” Joshua 3, verse 11. 

 

 The great point of these early chapters in the Book of Joshua is to 

remind God’s ancient people and us, centuries later, of the continuing 

presence of the Lord God. It is a presence that does not change. 

Although we go through many changes; some significant changes, 

things that may alter the course of our path till the end of our days; we 

have an unchanging, unchangeable God. 

 

 Israel had an illustrious history. They could look back, if they could 

remember, to the promise given to Abraham that of his seed the Lord 

would bring a great nation. Of that seed, eventually, the dear Saviour 

would come. The promise passed from Abraham to the promised son, 

Isaac, and from Isaac to Jacob, who was chosen rather than Esau. From 

Jacob came the twelve tribes that were to make up the foundation of the 

nation of Israel, a people of whom God said in another place: “This 

people have I formed for Myself; they shall shew forth My praise.” You 

will remember the many years they spent, not in Canaan, but in Egypt. 

There the nation grew beyond all measure, so much so that their hosts 

were weary of them and decided to minimise them, and, if possible, 

annihilate them so that they would not be a threat to them. But, those 

words in Exodus 1 were fulfilled, because God was in the matter: “But 

the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew.” And, 

eventually, on the night of the Passover, God loosened the chains of 

Egypt. The waters were divided by the God of the Red Sea, Pharaoh 

sank beneath the waters of the Red Sea, and, into the wilderness the 

children of Israel ventured. 

 

So now, the children of Israel had been forty years in that 

wilderness. That was not how long they had planned to be there; it 

certainly was not as long as they had imagined they would be there, but 
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God’s timing is very different from ours. “He that believeth shall not 

make haste.” They had to prove that. There were many lessons to be 

learned in the wilderness that they could not learn anywhere else. But 

eventually, as this context tells us, they came to the borders of the 

Promised Land. One great obstacle lay before them: Jordan itself, 

which “overfloweth all his banks all the time of harvest.” You might 

have thought: ‘What an inconvenient moment for God to bring His 

ancient people to Jordan!’ At other times of the year during the dry 

season it could be almost walked through, it was a tiny stream in many 

places. But, no. God brings them at the time of harvest when the banks 

overflowed and could not possibly be traversed, as it might have been 

at other times. Why did God bring them there at such a time as that? It 

was to make it all the more evident that He had set before them an open 

door that no man could shut. When God opens a door, dear friends, He 

often permits many to rise up against it. Paul says in Corinthians: “A 

great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many 

adversaries.” And, if you are a child of God, you will find many 

adversaries at the door God opens for you; not only in providence, but 

especially in grace. Satan will often stand at your right hand to resist 

you in prayer, in meditation and in reading the Word of God. You have 

many adversaries. 

 

Well, it was so here. There was great difficulty as they arrived at 

Jordan. And, not only so, but a prop they had been leaning on (it was a 

God provided prop; so it certainly was God’s way of bringing them 

thus far) had been taken from them: Moses. Moses, that dear man of 

God, who through those forty years in the wilderness endured such trial 

and trouble on behalf of God’s people. We do not understand a fraction 

of what that dear man had to endure for the gospel and for the Truth’s 

sake. But, Moses had now been taken from them. He had gone to his 

eternal rest. He could no longer be looked to as a leader. And not only 

so, but the fiery, cloudy pillar that had brought them thus far and had 

been a visible sign and token of God’s presence and evidence that He 

was among them through night and day, summer and winter, trouble, 

sorrow and joy had now come to the end of its fulfilled purpose. It was 

no longer going to accompany them into the land of Canaan. So, it was 
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a time of great change. But, blessed be God, although times were 

changing and although significant alterations were being brought to 

pass in their pathway, they had an unchangeable God. 

 

First of all, He who took Moses from them, raised up Joshua to 

stand in Moses’ place. Twice those beautiful words are repeated which 

must have been such an encouragement to Joshua: “As I was with 

Moses, so I will be with thee.” Friends, Joshua could not have asked for 

a greater promise than that, for how was the Lord with Moses? Go back 

to the burning bush. “Certainly I will be with thee.” ‘Joshua, you are a 

favoured man. You are a man greatly blessed and greatly honoured to 

have such a promise to go forward with in this new responsibility that 

God has laid upon you.’ “As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee.” 

This was a wonderful staff for Joshua to lean upon, even as Moses had 

one to lean on in his day. 

 

But secondly, though the fiery, cloudy pillar was now going to be 

removed, God still gave them a visible token. That was, that if they had 

the eye of faith to look, they would see, nonetheless, that God was yet 

with them. That visible token was the ark of the covenant of the Lord of 

all the earth. It was to pass over before them into Jordan. Friends, God 

may change the means, but He does not change Himself. Elijah is fed 

by ravens; you have just been singing of it [hymn 276]. Bread and flesh 

were provided in the morning and evening, and water from the little 

brook, Cherith. Then, eventually the Lord permits natural causes to take 

over. The brook Cherith dries up, because the Lord’s will was for Elijah 

to move on to Zarephath. There a widow woman was commanded by 

Almighty God to sustain God’s servant, Elijah. The barrel of meal was 

not to waste and the cruise of oil was not to fail. It did not mean it was 

wrong for him to be at Cherith: the Lord put him there for a season. It 

was the Lord’s will He should be there. The Lord sustained him there 

for that purpose. Then it was the Lord’s will that he should be at 

Zarephath for a season. He would be fed there by the same God, 

although by a different means. 

 

It was just the same with Israel. It did not mean that they were 
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wrong in coming through forty years in the wilderness. It was not that a 

mistake had been made that they should arrive at Jordan while its banks 

overflowed. But, rather, the God of the wilderness was to be the God of 

Canaan, the God of the Red Sea was to be the God of Jordan and the 

God of Moses was to be the God of Joshua. 

 

Now, dear friends, how is it with you this Sabbath morning? We 

each have an unknown way before us, every one of us. We know “not 

what a day may bring forth.” We know not what even this day may 

bring forth, ’ere it comes to its close. But, as we read earlier: “Ye have 

not passed this way heretofore.” The children of Israel were to watch 

the ark of the covenant. They were to watch what would happen when 

the priest’s feet touched the brim of Jordan. They were to witness the 

waters dividing. They were to see the power of God again, on their 

behalf. But, they were to view it with faith. They were not to rush on in 

a disorderly way. “He that believeth shall not make haste.” And you 

must never go before the Lord in any step you take. The Lord will bring 

you back if you do, and it may be a hard bringing back, too. Mind you, 

you must not lag behind, either. Oh, we need Enoch’s grace! “Enoch 

walked with God.” He did not walk in front of Him, nor behind Him. 

“Enoch walked with God.” That is what we need the grace to do. The 

children of Israel were to do the same. They were to walk in God’s 

timing in the path that God had set before them, in the presence of God 

and in the will of God. May God give us the grace so to do. The Lord 

not only said that they had “not passed this way heretofore,” but that 

they were to go in it. “Ye must go.” There was no alternative. They 

were not, as it were, to go to the source of Jordan, where it would be 

much easier to cross, and then go back down the valley. They were not 

to do that. 

 
“Jesus Christ, your Father’s Son, 

                                   Bids you undismayed go on.” 

 

J. Cennick 

 

‘But, Jordan is overflowing its banks, Lord! What are we to do?’ “The 
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ark of the covenant of the LORD of all the earth passeth over before you 

into Jordan.” That is what the Lord said.  

 

 So, it was very remarkable. As the priest’s feet touched the waters, 

so the waters divided. An east wind divided the Red Sea, the feet of the 

priests divided Jordan. The same God was behind each case. What a 

God we have! Oh, friends, do not limit Him! Forty years before this, 

the children of Israel had come to the brink of the land, and they had 

limited the Holy One of Israel. They said that the Anakims, the giants 

and the walled cities were too much for them! They were inferring that 

those things were too much for their God to manage. What an insult to 

the God of the Red Sea! What an insult to the God of Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob! To think that Anakims, giants and walled cities were more 

than a match for Almighty God! What a terrible thing unbelief is! What 

an insult it is to Almighty God to suggest that He is limited! He is not 

limited. “With God all things are possible.” We read in Jeremiah 32 of 

when Jeremiah was commanded to buy a house in a besieged city: 

“Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too 

hard for Me?” ‘Anything?’ No, there is nothing, dear friends. 

 
                                  “He ravens and lions can tame! 

All creatures obey His commands! 

                                   Then let us rejoice in His name, 

     And leave all our cares in His hands.” 

J. Newton 

 

 Oh! Child of God, why are you so troubled? Why are you so cast 

down, as if there were no God? There was an incident in the life of 

Martin Luther, many years ago. Martin Luther had got into a very 

depressed state, and his wife had got rather weary of it. One morning, 

he came down to breakfast and found the blinds were drawn, and his 

wife and children were dressed in black. Martin Luther said: ‘Whatever 

is the matter? What has gone wrong? Why are you all in black? Who 

has died?’ ‘Well,’ said his wife, ‘it seems to me as if God has died!’ 

‘Oh!’ said Martin Luther, ‘you should not say that! God is not dead!’ 

‘Well,’ his wife said, ‘why are you behaving as if He is? You are going 
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around with such a cast down spirit. You are behaving as if He has 

never answered any of your prayers, and never done anything for you. 

We have come to the conclusion that, perhaps, after all, there is no God 

at all.’ And it shook the dear man out of his depression. He realised that 

he was looking in the wrong place with his troubles. Look up, dear 

friends, look up! We opened our service this morning with that 

beautiful hymn; number 9. There was a dear godly man, Mr Sam 

Pollington, who was the deacon at Rotherfield Chapel two generations 

ago. One memorable Lord’s Day morning, He was walking, as he was 

wont, to take the desk at Rotherfield. He was in a very low place, 

spiritually, and he had decided that he would give out that hymn which 

is rarely given out. (I do not think you should start worship with it, 

anyway): 

 
“Deep in a cold, a joyless cell.” 

 

J. Hart 

 

It strikes a low note, and I know that is where we get sometimes, I can 

be a witness to that. But it is hardly the way to begin worship. 

However, Mr Pollington had decided that that would be the way they 

would start the day, because that is how he felt. But, the Lord stopped 

him. And, in his quaint way, Mr Pollington said: ‘The Lord said: ‘Sam, 

you may be feeling like that. But, is it right when others may not be in 

the same place to begin worship in such a way as that?’ He pondered it, 

and he thought: ‘No, it is not right. We will start with a hymn of 

praise.’ So, they started with number 9. And the Lord so blessed the 

dear man’s soul, that by the time they got to the last verse, he surely 

believed he would sing: 

 
 “His loving-kindness in the skies.” 

S. Medley 

 

It is as you have it in Psalm 37 verse 4: “Delight thyself also in the 

LORD; and He shall give thee the desires of thine heart.” Poor, 

desponding sinner this morning, so cast down, may God give you the 
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grace, and me, as well, to “delight thyself also in the LORD; and He 

shall give thee the desires of thine heart.” We have strayed from our 

text; we will come back to it now, as the Lord may help. 

 

 What were the children of Israel to view in the ark of the covenant? 

The ark of the covenant was made from a very special sort of wood;   

shittim wood. Shittim wood is a very strong wood and it is a very 

hardwearing wood. It was typical of the holy humanity of the dear 

Saviour; “that holy Thing” that was brought forth from the womb of the 

virgin Mary. Truly Man, yes, but so blessedly endurable. How 

wonderfully formed was that holy humanity of the dear Saviour! The 

ark of the covenant was overlaid with gold. So, the wood was depicting 

the humanity of Christ, whereas the gold overlaying the wood was 

depicting the Godhead of the dear Saviour. The words in Matthew 1 

were fulfilled: “Emmanuel…God with us.” And, as we have it in 

another place: “God was manifest in the flesh.” 

 

 Within the ark of the covenant were three things. First of all, there 

were the two tables of stone that had been rewritten after Moses had 

broken the first ones. So, there were the unbroken tables, depicting the 

fulfilling of the whole obedience of God by the dear Saviour that He 

was yet to fulfil: the unbroken law, a full righteousness and a full 

obedience. 

 

Secondly, there was the golden pot that had manna. That manna 

was, no doubt, miraculously preserved. As you know, the manna that 

the children of Israel kept for a day longer than they ought to have 

done, stank and bred worms. But, that within the golden pot did not do 

that. God miraculously preserved it. This was typical of that precious 

truth concerning the dear Saviour: “I am the Bread of life: he that 

cometh to Me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall 

never thirst.” It was a reminder that, as the manna had fallen in the 

wilderness so copiously and so regularly, except on the Sabbath when 

they gathered twice as much as the day before, so in Canaan the Lord 

would still provide. Jehovah Jireh would still accompany them. And, of 

course, it speaks of the spiritual manna with which God’s people need 
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to be fed. 

 

Thirdly, there was Aaron’s rod that budded. You will remember 

that on one occasion jealously, envy and bitterness rose up amongst 

some of the children of Israel. They thought Moses and Aaron had 

taken too much on themselves. So God visibly showed where His 

choice was on this matter of the priesthood and the leadership of Israel. 

Each of the tribes had to lay up a rod before the Lord within the 

tabernacle. The Lord said that the rod which brought forth buds and 

blossom would show which tribe He had chosen. So, each rod was laid 

in the tabernacle, and the name of the leader of each tribe was written 

on each rod. The next day Moses went in to the tabernacle and there 

was Aaron’s rod. It had buds on; it blossomed and it brought forth fruit,  

all on one stem and all at one time. There is a gospel sermon if the Lord 

would give grace to preach it! What does it tell us? “I am the 

Resurrection, and the Life.” He can bring forth from a dead stick, dear 

friends! ‘Life! Life! Eternal life!’ The Lord said, through His servant 

John the Baptist, in one of his first sermons concerning stones: “God is 

able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.” By nature, you 

and I are as stones: hard, dead, cold, unfeeling and insensitive. Oh, 

what stones we are, by nature! Yet, “God is able of these stones to raise 

up children unto Abraham.” Only God can do it. When you feel you 

have a stony heart, as God’s people often do, go back and plead that 

word again; what God is able to do. “I am the Resurrection, and the 

Life,” says the dear Saviour. 

 

So, within the ark of the covenant were those three wonderful 

tokens, all pointing to a precious Christ. But, there was something else. 

The ark itself had a lid; a cover that exactly matched the dimensions of 

the ark beneath it, fulfilling all the requirements of it. It was called ‘the 

mercy seat.’ The mercy seat was all made of gold, showing us that 

mercy is an attribute of God. Man has not invented it. It is God’s 

prerogative to show mercy. “I…will be gracious to whom I will be 

gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy.” But, the 

mercy of God has come at a cost. Not a cost to the sinner: you could 

never purchase mercy. It has come at the cost of the blood of Christ. It 
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was a blood-sprinkled mercy seat that covered the ark of the covenant. 

Blood had been shed; a life had been lost that the mercy seat might be 

sprinkled. All this was before the children of Israel as they meditated as 

to what was in that ark of the covenant that went before them. They 

would need mercy. And you need mercy, and I need mercy. 

 
“Mercy, through blood, I make my plea; 

                             O God, be merciful to me!” 

 
S. Medley 

 

 Further, there were cherubim on either side; figures of angelic 

beings. In the tabernacle itself, in the holiest of all, the Shekinah glory 

shone; both in the tabernacle and later in the temple. What a great God 

we have! It is all depicted in “the ark of the covenant of the LORD of all 

the earth.” Put in another metaphor, it is John 10 verse 4: “When He 

putteth forth His own sheep, He” this precious Jesus; He, who is the 

mercy seat, He, who is the Resurrection and the Life, He, who is the 

Bread and Water of life, He, who is the Lord our righteousness, He, 

who is Emmanuel, God with us; “He goeth before” His people. 

Remember that. And He will never call you to take a step where He has 

not trodden before. I will say it again: He will never cause you, ask you, 

bid you or command you to take a step where He has not trodden 

before. I know sometimes God’s people presume; that is a different 

thing. I am speaking of the obedience to Almighty God of His dear Son. 

When he puts forth His sheep, they are to go in His steps; where He has 

trodden before. And, dear friends, shouldn’t that make it precious, 

especially when you think of that hour and article of death of which 

Jordan is a wonderful type? Oh! To think that He has gone before His 

people! You will know that Elijah and Enoch were both translated, in 

different ways. They did not pass through the hour and article of death 

as we believe we will have to do, unless we are alive and remain when 

the Lord returns. But our Lord did not go to heaven by translation. No, 

He conquered death by dying. He “endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.” He 

passed through death. Why has He done that? Because He knows His 
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dear people will have to walk that way. What a mercy! Believer, when 

you come to that river of Jordan, those swellings of Jordan – listen! 

Here is the answer to your fears, doubts and anxieties: He has gone 

before you. Just as this “ark of the covenant of the LORD of all the 

earth” passed over before the children of Israel into Jordan, so this 

blessed Jesus has gone before His people. You have it depicted in 

another way at the end that remarkable chapter, Hebrews 6. “Whither 

the Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an High Priest for 

ever after the order of Melchisedec.” He has forerun. He has gone 

through death, through the grave, ascended on high and is set down at 

the right hand of His dear Father this Sabbath morning. He is there as 

the Forerunner. The implication is that others are coming after Him. 

Who is coming after Him? “All that the Father giveth Me shall come to 

Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.” 

 

 “Behold, the ark of the covenant of the LORD of all the earth passeth 

over before you into Jordan.” So, what lessons are there for us this 

Sabbath morning as we look at this subject? The first lesson is this. We 

need a divine Leader. Have you been taught enough to dread taking a 

wrong step? Jeremiah said: “O LORD, I know that the way of man is not 

in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.” Have you 

learnt that lesson yet? Or are you so proud, arrogant and full of self and 

think that you can order your way so easily? Well, the unbeliever thinks 

he can, and those who live without God and without Christ think they 

can. But, my dear friends, bless God’s holy name if He has singled you 

out and separated you out so that you cannot go on in any step without 

His presence. Moses said, and he meant it: “If Thy presence go not with 

me, carry us not up hence.” ‘I dare not go another step in this way 

unless Thou art with me, Lord!’ Do you pray like that? Are you waiting 

for the answer? Is your ear on the stretch? “My presence shall go with 

thee, and I will give thee rest.” Are you waiting to hear that sweet 

whisper of His Spirit; that sweet confirmation? 

 
“The way I walk cannot be wrong, 

                                     If Jesus be but there.” 

J. Hart 
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It cannot be wrong if Jesus is there. No. He has gone before you. But, 

you need a leader. Are you willing to be led? That is the point. How 

often we are rebellious children! We are like those rebellious oxen that 

needed the goad to keep them in place and keep them in their proper 

order. “Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no 

understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle, lest 

they come near unto thee.” The Lord says: “I will guide thee with Mine 

eye.” God’s eye! That is the surest eye of all. 

 

 The second thing the Israelites were to learn is this. He was the 

same prayer-hearing, prayer answering God in Canaan as He was in the 

wilderness. In other words, when we come into new chapters and new 

situations in our pathway, and we are continually coming into those 

new pathways, this God is the same. That is a wonderful thought, isn’t 

it? Wherever He may lead you and put you, He is there. You might say: 

‘Is that only on the face of this earth?’ No. I believe it is wherever God 

may send His people. 

 
“In heaven, and earth, and air, and seas, 

                                 He executes His firm decrees.” 

B. Beddome 

 

Even those who have gone into space in recent days, and have lived in 

orbit around the earth, were not beyond God’s presence or God’s eye. 

They may have thought they were. I wonder if any believer has been in 

that Space Station and poured out their heart before Almighty God! We 

do not know, do we? But, dear friends, what is true is that you can 

never escape God’s presence. “If I take the wings of the morning, and 

dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall Thy hand lead 

me, and Thy right ha 

nd shall hold me,” says the good psalmist. How thankful we should be 

for a prayer-hearing, prayer-answering God! Think of some of the 

places where God has answered prayer: the belly of a whale, a cross, a 

dungeon, a den of lions, a fiery furnace, deep waters and Satan’s sieve. 

Those are just some of the places God has heard and answered prayer. 
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                               “That were a grief I could not bear, 

    Didst Thou not hear and answer prayer; 

But a prayer-hearing, answering God 

                                 Supports me under every load.” 

W. Cowper 

 

“Behold, the ark of the covenant of the LORD of all the earth.” The 

next thing to notice is that word ‘covenant.’ Therein is God’s promise. 

When God promises anything to His dear people by the power of His 

Spirit, He swears by Himself. He cannot swear by any greater than 

Himself. He makes an oath, as it were, in His own presence, to bring to 

pass what He has designed. What did you sing in our second hymn? 

 
                        “But sooner all nature shall change, 

                         Than one of God’s promises fail.” 

J. Newton 

 

They were to remember the covenant: the promise given to Abraham, 

to Isaac and to Jacob. They were to remember the way in which it had 

been fulfilled those many years in the wilderness. And now God was 

still going before them; the God who gives a promise and fulfils it, who 

gives prayer and answers it. “The ark of the covenant of the LORD of all 

the earth.” 

 

 And, blessed be God for the covenant of grace; that wonderful 

transaction made between the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. The 

dear Saviour is as the Ark of that covenant. “For it pleased the Father 

that in Him should all fulness dwell.” It is the blood of the covenant 

that flowed from His hands, feet and side, conveying the blessings of it 

to the Church of Christ; to needy sinners and to coming sinners. “The 

ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth passeth over before 

you.” 

 

 As the children of Israel looked over Jordan, they could already see 

their first obstacle. I do not know, but perhaps in this new path that is 

before one of you this morning hour, you can already see your first 

obstacle. You already know there is going to be a need of prayer. And 
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there will be, while you are on the face of this earth. What was the 

obstacle that the children of Israel could see? It was Jericho, right 

before them, with wall apparently forty feet thick. And, not only that, 

other gods were worshipped in Canaan; false gods made of gold, silver 

and wood. They were men’s devices. But here the Lord reminds them 

of two things. First of all, there is only one God: “the LORD of all the 

earth.” He leaves room for no other. Child of God, may He not leave 

room for any other in your life, or mine. Oh, sinner, lay this to heart this 

Sabbath morning! “From all your idols, will I cleanse you.” One of the 

snares of Canaan was the idolatry. The children of Israel were ensnared 

by it again and again. They forgot the title of “the ark of the covenant 

of the LORD of all the earth.” Oh, that we might be kept from idolatry! 

We are natural idolaters. Ever since man has fallen, he has become a 

natural idolater. How we need to be kept! What a mercy if we can keep 

this “ark of the covenant” before us in a spiritual sense! “Looking unto 

Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.” 

 

 The other thing they were to remember was this. Those walled 

cities, those giants and those Anakims that they knew were there, were 

under God’s control. What a mercy! Where are you this morning hour 

in your pathway? Are there uncontrollable events and matters you 

cannot resolve and waves you cannot calm? A boat you cannot steady? 

Do you know what that is? Listen. “The LORD of all the earth passeth 

over before you.”  

 
                                 “He holds all nature in His hand; 

That gracious hand on which I live 

          Does life, and time, and death command, 

                                   And has immortal joys to give.” 

A. Steele 

 

All those circumstances that trouble you this morning hour are under 

His control. They do not feel to be under your control, do they? But, 

they are under His. 

 

“Behold, the ark of the covenant of the LORD of all the earth 



 14 

passeth over before you into Jordan.” So, when they came to the brink 

of Jordan, just as God had said it would be, the waters divided and dry 

land appeared; sufficiently broad and long for this vast company to pass 

safely over into the Promised Land. God set before them an open door 

that no man could shut. And as a nation, Israel could answer that 

question that Jeremiah asked many years later: “How wilt thou do in 

the swelling of Jordan?”  Israel could say: ‘We did well, not through 

any goodness of our own, but our God went before us.’ And we must 

all come to ‘the swellings of Jordan,’ in a spiritual sense. The death of a 

believer; the death of a child of God is like ‘the swellings of Jordan.’ It 

is that moment that they leave the wilderness of this earth and they pass 

into the heavenly Canaan. There are no more walled cities there, bless 

God. There are no giants or Anakims there. 

 
“There shall I bathe my weary soul 

                                  In seas of heavenly rest, 

                                  And not a wave of trouble roll 

                                  Across my peaceful breast.” 

I. Watts 

 

But, the point is; between the wilderness and Canaan there is this 

step, death. As we get older, some of us are more and more conscious 

of it. You younger ones should be, as well, because you may not live as 

long as you think you might. None of us know how long or how short 

our days are. Our lives are in the hand of our sovereign God who gave 

us breath. He knows when He will take that breath from us. We should 

all be living as if our Lord might come today. I was reading, only this 

last week, of a gardener. He was tending the garden of a man who 

owned a large estate. The man who owned the estate was often away; 

sometimes he was away for years at a time. But, the gardener carried on 

faithfully tending the garden. And someone asked him: ‘Why are you 

so loyal and so faithful? You do not see your master very often; hardly 

at all!’ The gardener said: ‘I work every day as if he was coming back 

today.’ Now, dear friend, there is a lesson. Are you living today as if 

the Lord was coming today? And, if He were to come today, how 

would He find it with you? Would He find you a praying man, woman, 
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boy or girl? A hungering, thirsting, seeking and longing one? Or would 

He find you prayerless, careless, indifferent and at enmity with God and 

godliness? Oh, sinner! How solemn that would be! Our “God is a 

consuming fire.”  Lay it to heart. 

 
“Pause, my soul! and ask the question, 

                                  Art thou ready to meet God? 

                                  Am I made a real Christian, 

                                  Washed in the Redeemer’s blood? 

                                            Have I union 

                                  To the church’s living Head? 

 

                                  Am I quickened by His Spirit; 

                                  Live a life of faith and prayer? 

                                  Trusting wholly to His merit; 

                                  Casting on Him all my care? 

                                           Daily panting, 

                                   In His likeness to appear? 

 

                                   If my hope on Christ is stayèd, 

  Let Him come when He thinks best; 

                                   O my soul! be not dismayèd, 

                                   Lean upon His loving breast; 

                                           He will cheer thee 

                                   With the smilings of His face. 

 

                                   But, if still a total stranger 

                                   To His precious name and blood, 

                                   Thou art on the brink of danger; 

                                   Canst thou face a holy God? 

                                           Think and tremble, 

                                   Death is now upon the road.” 

W. Gadsby 

 

For the believer, our text is true: “Behold, the ark of the covenant of 

the LORD of all the earth passeth over before you into Jordan.” It is very 

remarkable to notice that the ark stood still in Jordan until everyone had 

passed over. And so it will be until all the election of grace; all the dear 
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children of God get safely home. This principle will stand good till the 

last vessel of mercy has safely landed. Then the dear people of God will 

be gathered together eternally around the throne of God, there to view, 

face to face, He, who is the great antitype of the ark of the covenant; to 

see the wounded hands, feet and side of the dear Saviour, to see that 

head once crowned with thorns, to behold the glory that radiates from 

His dear holy body. What a sight it must be! To join with that ransomed 

throng and sing His loving kindness in the skies! And, amazingly, there 

is a day coming when the Lord will raise from the grave a body 

“fashioned like unto His glorious body.” His dear people will adore 

Him to all eternity in that place within the veil. “Behold, the ark of the 

covenant of the LORD of all the earth passeth over before you into 

Jordan.” 

 

 One last thought, and that is this, dear friends. When God opens a 

door for His dear people in providence or in grace, they will live to 

prove this blessed truth: “And the LORD, He it is that doth go before 

thee; He will be with thee, He will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: 

fear not, neither be dismayed.” When Joshua came to the end of his 

days, as you read at the end of this Book, he looked back over his life 

and he said: “As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” He 

found it a privilege and a pleasure to walk in the ways of his covenant 

God. He had no regrets about the way the Lord had led him and helped 

him. He could look back and say: 

 
“My Jesus has done all things well.” 

S. Medley 

 

So He has, so He is doing and so He will yet do. 

 

Amen. 

 

  


