
 1 

Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 18th September, 2016 

 

   Text: “That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein 

thou hast been instructed.” Luke 1, verse 4. 
 

 

 In divine sovereignty, the Holy Ghost chose four men, anointed by 

His Spirit, to give to us what we call ‘The Gospels;’ Matthew, Mark, 

Luke and John. These men were ordained by the Holy Spirit to leave on 

record an account of the life of our Lord Jesus while He was here 

below. It was not left to them to recall what they had remembered: it 

was deeper than that. The Holy Ghost was their Remembrancer. And, 

through means, either directly by His influence or through the means of 

others, He brought to the memory of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 

those things that we know so well in these four Gospels. 

 

And it seems that Luke had an especial burden about this, for not 

only did he write this Gospel, but he wrote The Acts of the Apostles, as 

well. On both occasions, he wrote to a man called Theophilus, giving 

him an account of the life of the Saviour and also the early doings of 

God in the Church of Christ, as recorded in The Acts of the Apostles. In 

so doing, Luke had a desire that Theophilus might “know the certainty 

of those things.” Remember that the Holy Ghost says: “that no 

prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation.” And that is a 

word for us all this Sabbath morning; that we might “know the 

certainty” of these things that we read. In verse 1, Luke puts it another 

way: “a declaration of those things which are most surely believed 

among us.” “Certainty”; “surely believed.” John, at the end of his 

Gospel, makes an astounding statement about the life of the Lord Jesus 

while He was here below. He says: “And there are also many other 

things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I 

suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that 

should be written.” What a full life it must have been! Yet, the Holy 

Ghost, in His sovereignty, has seen fit to leave on record those parts 

that He will use for the instruction of the Church until the end of time. 
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John tells us again: “These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus 

is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life 

through His name.” When you take up the Word of God to read, you 

take up a Book like no other. You are taking up the inspired Word of 

God, and the very purpose of that inspiration is that sinners “might 

believe that Jesus is the Christ,” and that believing, by the Holy Ghost’s 

instruction, they “might have life through His name.” When you take 

up the Word of God, is that your desire; that it might be a living Word 

to you? A word that will instruct, teach, keep, guide, direct and correct? 

Friends, do value this blessed Book! The Lord says: “Heaven and earth 

shall pass away: but My words shall not pass away.” 

 

I want, with God’s help, to speak to you this morning of the 

certainty of “those things which are most surely believed among us.” 

We live in a very uncertain age. In this generation in which we live 

great changes have taken place nationally and internationally. The 

whole world seems to be in turmoil, especially in the Middle East with 

those terrible goings on in that part of the world. There are famines and 

there are earthquakes. And, coming closer to home, there are many 

changes in our lives. Things have come into our path; many here can 

say it, that they never expected and did not look for. There has been 

much sickness and much affliction. There have been bereavements, 

there have been disappointments and there have been discouragements. 

There have been many, many changes. In these uncertain times, you 

and I need an anchor. Luke is speaking here about the anchor that we 

need: it is the certainty, the sureness and the assuredness of “those 

things which are most surely believed among us.”  

 

What are these things, then, about which we need to be certain?  

 

First of all, we have to say (and it is a very solemn indictment of 

fallen nature) that the natural man and the carnal mind that you and I 

are born with do not receive these things. Satan, when he injected that 

solemn word: “hath God said?” into the mind of Eve and then Adam, 

sought to put a question mark over God’s word and over God’s truth. 

And, ever since then it is the natural bent of man not to believe and not 
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to receive these certain things. If it were left to our natural man and 

carnal mind to find God and to find out the way of salvation, it would 

never be. That is why the Lord Jesus Christ said, when He spoke in 

Matthew 11: “I thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 

because Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast 

revealed them unto babes.” In other words, He did not leave it to 

natural wisdom and prudence to find out the truth, but rather by the new 

birth and the work of the Holy Ghost He uncovers these mysteries and 

these certain truths. 

 

We do, then, need certainties. And, if we are to be grounded in 

those certainties; if we are to hold fast to them and if they are to hold 

fast to us, we need a nature willing, and, with the Holy Ghost enabling, 

capable of receiving the truth. We read in John 1 that when our Lord 

Jesus Christ came, “He came unto His own, and His own received Him 

not.” He came to His own nation and He came to His own family. His 

brothers and sisters did not receive Him, at first. And, every child of 

God here, born again by the Holy Spirit, knows that there was a time 

when we did not receive Him. He meant nothing to us. Jesus Christ was 

nothing more than a name. We may have heard of Him and read about 

Him, but we were quite content we could rest there. We did not receive 

Him into our hearts as the Saviour of the lost. But, John goes on: “But 

as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of 

God.” He tells us how it was that they received Him, what change took 

place: “Which were born, not of blood,” note that; not born of blood, 

that is not a natural birth, “nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 

man, but of God.” When the new birth takes place, the Holy Spirit 

comes into the heart and He begins to teach. He uses the incorruptible 

seed of the Word; these certainties that I am going to speak of in a 

moment, God willing. These are the things the Holy Ghost brings to our 

hearts that we might be instructed in the way of salvation.  

 

And, when you and I come down to die, and come there we must; 

perhaps much sooner than you may think, friends, we will want 

something certain. A family name will not do. A denominational name 

will not do. Having godly parents will not do. A mere acquaintance 
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with the doctrines of grace in the head will not do. A life of good 

works, as it were, will not do. Do not mistake me; if you are a child of 

God, there will be fruits. But, they are not your foundation. They are 

not your plea before the Father. They are not your acceptance before 

God. No. Friends, you and I need something certain. We need 

something sure, something immovable and something immutable. That 

word ‘immutable’ means something that cannot change. Some things 

do not change, although they could. We see that in our generation. 

There are things that we never thought would change, but have 

changed. They were not immutable. But, the Word of God and the 

things of God are immutable. The work of grace is an immutable work. 

It cannot change. It is done forever. Solomon tells us that in 

Ecclesiastes 3: “I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: 

nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it.” Friends, I desire 

for you and for myself a religion that will do us good on a deathbed. 

You say: ‘I do not need to consider that yet. I am full of strength and 

health.’ I am glad you are, and thank God if you are. But, as some of 

you know, how quickly that can change; very quickly! You could be 

face to face with that last enemy before you realise it. Would there be 

anything certain done in your soul? On what are you resting your hope 

for eternity? 

 

What are these certainties that I desire you should know this 

morning?  

 

First of all, there is a God. Do you believe that? One of the psalms 

begins like this: “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.” I 

hope there are none in Old Baptist Chapel in that condition, but, if there 

are, may God awaken them out of it. “The fool hath said in his heart, 

There is no God.” That is what the fool has said. The Word of God calls 

such a one a fool. There is a God! And, blessed be God, there are a 

people to whom God makes Himself known. Those who are heaven-

bound pilgrims know there is a God. They are brought to know it. 

Whatever they thought before the Lord began to deal with them, they 

are brought to know there is a God. They are made aware of One who 

knows them inside out; One who is aware of their sins, their 
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backslidings and their corrupt nature. They are made aware of their 

thoughts, their words and their deeds. They are conscious there is a God 

watching them at home, in the street, with their friends, on their own 

and in the House of God. Wherever they may be, they know God is 

watching them, seeing them and observing them. The word that Hagar 

spoke is such a true word: “Thou God seest me.” Now, that is a certain 

fact. You say, ‘But most of my friends do not believe that.’ That is true. 

Some of those watching us coming to worship this morning looked a bit 

scornful, and may have wondered what we were about. Sadly, most of 

our fellow citizens in our nation do not believe in God. That is a solemn 

indictment on this once favoured nation. But, has their unbelief, as it 

were, dragged God from His throne? Does their unbelief cause there to 

be no God and no eternity? What folly to even think so! Their unbelief 

will not make “the Word of God of none effect.” There is a God; one 

God. He is God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost. He 

fills time and He fills eternity. He is our Judge, and we are accountable 

to Him. Soon we must stand in His immediate presence to give an 

account of the deeds done in our body, whatever our age may be, young 

or old. There is a God, the God, the one, true, living God; a certain 

truth. May God teach you this truth. 

 

Many years ago, there was a boy who had been brought up in the 

things of God, but had turned to atheism. This boy was a very good 

painter, and a very good landscape artist. While he was at college, one 

of his tasks was to go and paint a landscape of a local scene. As he sat 

drawing and painting, a solemn awe came over him. ‘Who created these 

things that I am painting?’ His eyes were opened; those eyes that were 

blinded, to see and to believe. ‘There is a God, and that God sees me.’ 

It changed his life from that moment onwards. Friends, there is a God; a 

certain, true fact.  

 

The second thing that is absolutely certain is that you and I are to 

meet that God. There is a very remarkable word in Amos’s prophecy 

which we rarely read. It is to our shame that we do not read it enough. 

It reads like this: “Prepare to meet thy God, O Israel.” There is a 

moment when you and I will stand in the immediate presence of the 
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God who is our Creator. We have Scripture to confirm it. You say: 

‘Well, that is only Scripture. Others deny it.’ Friends, how did our Lord 

speak to the enemy of Satan when he came against Him? “It is written.” 

He did not qualify it; He did not debate it. He just directed the enemy to 

remember what is written. God wrote it, and God cannot lie. And what 

does God say about your existence and mine? Listen, here are three 

words. The first one: “It is appointed unto men once to die, but after 

this the Judgment.” Here is another: “For we must all appear before the 

judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in 

his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” 

And there is another word: “For we must needs die, and are as water 

spilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again.” You, young 

ones will know that if you go down to the sea and get a bucket of water 

and pour it on the sand, the sand soaks it up and you cannot get it back. 

It has gone! And that is just how it is when we leave this time state. A 

change takes place; we leave everything of this time state. Something 

which cannot be recovered, in that sense. The soul departs to stand 

before its Maker. These are certain truths. If you are a wise person this 

morning, you will lay it to heart. Moses said to the unwise generation 

that he was called to serve: “O that they were wise, that they 

understood this, that they would consider their latter end!” Have you 

considered it this week? ‘Oh, no!’ you say, ‘I have considered my bank 

balance. I have considered my friends and I have considered my career. 

I have considered my future and I have considered my family. I have 

considered my plans.’ But, dear friends, have you considered this: your 

latter end? 

 
“Only this frail and fleeting breath 

  Preserves me from the jaws of death; 

  Soon as it fails, at once I’m gone, 

  And plunged into a world unknown.” 

J. Newton 

 

It is a certain fact. 

 

 The next thing that is certain is this: God’s Word cannot lie. You 
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are to bring everything that you say, do or plan to the infallible Word of 

God as your rule and as your guide. God’s Word cannot lie. It is a 

certain guide, a certain lamp. “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a 

light unto my path.” What does the Word of God tell us about preparing 

to meet our God?  

 

Firstly, it tells us that we must be born again. You say: ‘You have 

told us that many, many times.’ I have, I am sure I have. But I do not 

regret telling you once more, because without the new birth you are on 

the wrong side of our text. It is something that you should be very 

concerned about. William Gadsby said: 

 
“Am I quickened by His Spirit?” 

W. Gadsby 

 

Could you answer that question, this morning? If you are quickened, 

you will long for more life, more light, more understanding and more 

sweet tokens for good. But, if you are not quickened, you are spiritually 

dead. Oh, how you need the blessed Spirit to come and open your blind 

eyes, unstop your deaf ears, soften your hard heart and loosen your 

dumb tongue! How you need Him to move within your very being and 

make you a living person, in the spiritual sense! Oh, that the dead might 

hear the voice of the Son of God in that respect, this morning! The 

pastor cannot give any of you spiritual life. You cannot give it to 

yourself, I know. But, many a work of grace has begun when there is a 

felt absence of what is essential to salvation. Thus, that awakened soul 

begins to ask for the very thing that is already actually taking place: that 

the Holy Ghost would come and be in their heart and make their heart a 

temple of His grace. “Ye must be born again.” This is a certain truth. If 

our religion has not begun with the new birth, it has not begun at all in 

God’s account and will do us no good on a dying bed. Do remember 

that. 

 

Secondly, it is a certain truth that you and I are born under a law; 

God’s law. The laws of men change. Usually they are changed to adapt 

to man’s fallen nature. That is a solemn reflection on our own land in 
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recent years. There are now laws on the Statute Book to accommodate 

the fallen nature of man. But, God’s law does not change. In that 

respect, God’s law is inflexible. It is holy, it is just, and it is pure. It 

needs no amendment and it cannot be subtracted from. We are born 

under it. By its nature, it is a covenant. The law tells us that if you obey, 

then you will live. But, if you disobey, then the wages are death. That is 

why on every death certificate all that really need be written is ‘sin.’ 

‘Cause of death: Sin.’ That is the reason why there are funerals. Sin is 

the root cause of death. “The wages of sin is death.” But, bless God, the 

Holy Ghost did not let Paul’s pen stop there. “But the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” There is an answer to it. 

Under the law it is a certain thing: we cannot fulfil its demands. Had we 

an eternity to spend, we could not fulfil all that the law demanded of us. 

I thought of those words concerning Hezekiah: “Set thine house in 

order; for thou shalt die, and not live.” The Lord gave him fifteen more 

years: not fifteen more years to prepare himself. No, blessed be God, 

the dear man knew where his preparation was. There were things 

wrought in those fifteen years that God kindly added to his life that had 

great consequences. But, one thing Hezekiah did prove when that 

sentence went forth was that he could not do anything towards it 

himself. “Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live.” He 

found that when it came to soul matters his sins and his guilt: it was 

beyond him! And so it is. 

 

So, what is to be done? It is a certain fact that under the law we 

have no hope at all. The law cannot justify a sinner, cannot excuse a 

sinner and cannot accommodate its principles so that the sinner is set 

free. The law must be satisfied. Some of you will remember the late Mr 

Frank Gosden, who was a most able minister from a former generation, 

a most godly man. One day he was driving his car, and he exceeded the 

speed limit. A policeman flagged him down (in those days there were 

no speed cameras). The policeman leant into the car and said: ‘Do you 

realise, sir, you were going over the speed limit?’ Mr Gosden said: 

‘Yes, I did.’ The policeman asked him where he was going. Mr Gosden 

said: ‘I am going to preach.’ There was a Bible on the seat of his car. 

The policeman said: ‘Well, I will just let you off with a warning.’ But 



 9 

the dear man said: ‘No, sir. The law must take its course. I will pay the 

fine.’ The law must take its course. And, my dear friends, the law will 

take its course. It must have its due. And, it either had its due on your 

behalf on Calvary’s cross, or it will demand its due of you in a lost 

eternity. Now, remember that, too. Take that home and pray about it. 

Where is the law going to demand its debt of you: at the cross, or under 

the curse? This is a certain thing. You cannot deny it. It is a fact for us 

all to consider. 

 

So, the law must take its course, and, blessed be God, the Lord 

Jesus Christ is set forth to be a propitiation for sin. That word 

‘propitiation’ means the anger and the wrath against sin was endured 

and experienced by the dear Saviour Himself in the sinner’s room, 

place and stead as their Substitute. What a wonderful work that is! A 

certain work there. A certain life lived: pure, holy and undefiled. A 

certain atonement made; full atonement for the people of God. A full 

atonement is made for coming sinners, fleeing sinners and guilty 

sinners needing a precious Saviour. 

 
                           “For all that come to God by Him, 

                             Salvation He demands; 

Points to their names upon His breast, 

                             And spreads His wounded hands.” 

A.M. Toplady 

 

Here is something certain. Not your repeated efforts to try and make 

your own righteousness! Not all your tears and prayers, good though 

they may be. Would to God we wept more over our sins and prayed 

more about our guilty state! But, when all is said and done, it is: 

 
                                  “Upon a life I did not live, 

                                   Upon a death I did not die; 

                                   Another’s life; another’s death, 

                                   I hang my whole eternity. 

H. Bonar 

 

There is the believer’s certainty: the finished work of our Lord Jesus 
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Christ. It is done. It is completed. It is finished. Oh, what a blessed 

certainty this is! Well, dear friends, is this where you are looking this 

Sabbath morning with all your guilt and wretchedness? 

  

 Here is another certain truth. “And if any man sin, we have an 

Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” Any feelingly 

guilty sinner here this Sabbath morning, mourning over their inward 

state, and their outward state too, there is an Advocate for such. There 

is One spreading His wounded hands; presenting the merits of His 

blood and righteousness. It is a sure, certain fact for poor sinners. What 

a mercy! “The certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been 

instructed.” 

 

 Again. Here is a certainty: that Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of God. 

You will notice that the dear Saviour, when He was taken before Herod 

and before Pilate in that mockery of a trial “as a sheep before her 

shearers is dumb, so He openeth not his mouth” on all matters of false 

accusation. But, when they asked Him if He was the Son of God, He 

could not deny it. And that was the reason they nailed Him to the cross, 

because He said He was the Son of God. That He would not deny. He 

could not. He is the Son of God. Even the centurion who stood at the 

foot of the cross guarding that solemn scene as the Saviour yielded up 

His holy breath, cried: “Truly this Man was the Son of God.” Now, is 

that a certainty to you? Have you proved it? How many here this 

Sabbath morning have proved He is the Son of God? You say, ‘How 

may we prove it?’ Listen: 

 
                                “That Christ is God I can avouch, 

                                  And for His people cares, 

Since I have prayed to Him as such, 

                                  And He has heard my prayers.” 

J. Hart 

 

Have you pleaded the name of Jesus before God the Father? Have 

you pleaded His precious blood? Have you pleaded His righteousness? 

And, has He ever given you an answer? It may not yet be the full 
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answer that you want. But, none the less, you would be lying if you 

deny that you had not pleaded the name of Christ successfully. It is a 

great mercy if you have, because then you are one of those that has “an 

Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” How many here 

can say, to their own testimony: ‘I know He is God. I have proved it.’ 

“The certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed.” 

 

 Then again, there is the certainty of His “exceeding great and 

precious promises.” God does not speak, with the power that some of 

us would like Him to speak, every day. But, some of us do have what 

we would call ‘red letter days’ that we can look back to; days when we 

did assuredly hear His voice. We could take you to spots on this earth; 

places where we know He spoke. Could you do that? Could you take 

me to a place where you could say: ‘There this great God spoke 

something certain to my soul.’? A promise was given, or direction was 

given. An intimation of His love was given. And, although many days 

have passed since then, you have never forgotten it. You still need to 

plead it. When the angel Gabriel was sent from God with that 

wonderful message to Mary concerning the coming Saviour, she 

hastened to Elisabeth her cousin. You will remember how Elisabeth 

greeted her. “Blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a 

performance of those things which were told her from the Lord.” What 

a gracious woman Elisabeth was! She believed that God could not lie. 

She believed that if He had given an “exceeding great and precious” 

promise (and He certainly had done, in that respect, with Mary), He 

would most surely perform it. And, blessed are those that believe. This 

is the fruit and the proof of it when God has spoken to your soul. When 

God speaks it creates in the heart, by His Spirit, a rising up of faith to 

embrace what He says. 

 

So, He may have given you a precious promise. It came with 

power. “Where the word of a King is, there is power.” The power of 

that word laid hold of you and enabled you to lay hold of that word. 

And, ever since then, you have not been without hope, have you? It is 

perhaps just one sentence that you have. Perhaps it is only one word, as 

the dying thief had. He had just one sentence of promise. “To day shalt 
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thou be with Me in paradise.” But it was an immutable, unchangeable 

word from an unchangeable God. It was something certain. It meant 

that the soul of that dear dying thief was safe. 

 
                                        “Safe in the arms of Jesus, 

Safe on His gentle breast.” 

F. Crosby 

 

Is your soul safe? Is my soul safe? You will remember what David said 

when news came back to him about Absalom. “Is the young man 

Absalom safe?” What David meant, of course, was: ‘Is Absalom still 

alive?’ When he knew he was dead, he wept bitter tears. “O my son 

Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would God I had died for thee, O 

Absalom, my son, my son!” Why was David so grief-stricken? He had 

lost another child a few months earlier, but when he knew the tidings he 

said: “I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.” He went on his 

way with a quietness of spirit. But not concerning Absalom. He knew 

Absalom was lost. It was not just the end of an ungodly life: it was the 

beginning of a lost eternity in which Absalom has been ever since. 

Think of that! Absalom is still in a lost eternity. That is a solemn 

thought, isn’t it? “The certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been 

instructed.” Friends, these are solemn things for you and me to 

consider. What a mercy if our soul is safe; as safe as was the dying 

thief’s! If you have one sentence from the lips of the “God, that cannot 

lie” concerning your soul’s salvation, your soul is safe. It may be 

assailed by the evil one, it certainly will be. The devil will assail you, 

unbelief will assail you and the world will assail you. But, my dear 

friends, nothing can destroy the life of God in your soul that He has 

given. “I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing 

can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it.” “The certainty of those 

things, wherein thou hast been instructed.” 

 

 Then, we need certain guidance. Sometimes we come to a place 

where two paths meet. It is not always clear which way we should take 

or which way we should go. 
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  “Whene’er I make some sudden stop – 

                                   For many such I make – 

 And cannot see the cloud cleared up 

                                   Nor know which path to take, 

 

                                   I to my Saviour speed my way, 

                                   To tell my dubious state; 

Then listen what the Lord will say, 

                                   And hope to follow that.” 

J. Hart 

 

Do you do that? Or do you weigh it up and say: ‘Now, which way will 

be most pleasant for me? Which has the most prospects for my bank 

balance or for my comfort? What are my career prospects with this 

change before me?’ Or, have you ever asked this question: ‘What is 

good for my soul? What is for the honour and glory of God in this?’ I 

knew a godly minister called Mr Stevens. He used to preach at Southill 

chapel many years ago, and he was a deacon at a little chapel in the 

south of London. I believe he is now in glory. Mr Stevens worked at 

Harrods. Harrods, of course, is a very upmarket shop in London, some 

of you may have been there. He was a man who got very near to the top 

at Harrods. One day, his managers called him into the office and said, 

‘Mr Stevens, we have a job in New York that we think would suit you. 

We want you to open a Harrods store in New York and take charge of 

it. We will pay you well, and this will be a big step up in your career. 

We hope you will accept it.’ But Mr Stevens said: ‘No.’ His managers 

looked at him aghast! ‘No. My heart has been fixed by God in a little 

chapel in Carshalton. I dare not leave it.’ How his managers laughed at 

him! And, as he went out into the corridor, he said that the devil 

laughed at him, as well. His unbelieving heart called him a fool! But, he 

proved the way that he chose was right. God chose it for him. 

 

My dear friends, that does not mean that some of you will not 

prosper in your career; you may get right to the top. I wish you well. 

But, may you never be in any path where your soul is damaged and 

where the honour and glory of God does not come first. Because, if you 

are in that path, you are on the road “that leadeth to destruction.” Oh, to 
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have a certain guidance! “And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, 

saying, This is the way,” note that: not a way, not an optional way; “the 

way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to 

the left.” “The certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been 

instructed.” Some of us have made our mistakes, we make many 

mistakes, don’t we? When we look at all the mistakes we have made, 

sometimes our lives can seem one big mistake. But, on the other hand, 

some of us can say that there have been steps in our lives that have been 

ordered by the Lord. Doors have been opened that He intended us to go 

through, and, in passing through them, we have proved that He is a 

faithful God. “For this God is our God for ever and ever: He will be our 

Guide even unto death.” Remember the warning that our Lord gave in 

His earthly ministry, you dear younger friends remember it: “For what 

shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 

soul?” Alexander the Great conquered more of this world than any 

other man in his generation. But, when he came to the end of all his 

conquering, he wept because there was nowhere else to conquer. He 

was not satisfied. And a child of God proves this. Alexander the Great 

was not a child of God, as far as I know. But, a child of God proves 

this: this world can never satisfy. No. 

 
“Give me Christ, or else I die.” 

W. Hammond 

 

That is satisfaction: to know that the dear Saviour laid down His life for 

a poor wretch like me! To know that He shed His precious blood on 

that cross with me on His heart, bearing my case on His dear shoulders! 

 
“Answer for me, my Lord!” 

Anon 

 

That is satisfaction. And, to know that for Jesus’ sake God is pleased 

with us, not for anything in us, but for Christ’s sake: that is satisfaction. 

 

And, soon we will all come down to die. As David came down to 

die, he said: “Although my house be not so with God; yet He hath made 
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with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure: for this 

is all my salvation, and all my desire, although He make it not to grow.” 

There were so many things wrong with David’s house. His body was 

decaying, his family was all at sixes and sevens, the nation was not 

perfect, and nor was the Church. David’s own life had some blemishes 

on it. But he could say: “Yet He hath made with me an everlasting 

covenant, ordered in all things, and sure: for this is all my salvation, 

and all my desire, although He make it not to grow.” This is a good 

pillow to lean on, isn’t it? “The certainty of those things, wherein thou 

hast been instructed.” 

 

When we come into fresh paths, we need certainty, don’t we? I 

think of our late friend, Mr Clement Wood, dear man of blessed 

memory. Some years before he passed away, he had a major heart 

operation. The day before he was due that operation, there were Special 

Services at Tamworth Road, and Mr Ramsbottom was preaching. In the 

evening, Mr Ramsbottom’s text was: “Underneath are the everlasting 

arms.” Dear Mr Wood told me later, commenting on that sermon: ‘The 

Lord gave me a pillow to rest on as I went into the hospital.’ 

“Underneath are the everlasting arms.” And, as one good man said to 

me recently: ‘We may sink to the Rock,’ and bless God if you do; ‘but, 

you will never sink through it.’ “Underneath” that is something certain 

“are the everlasting arms.” Friends, you could face death itself with 

those arms beneath you. Yes. “Underneath are the everlasting arms.” 

“The certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed.” 

 

Then there is this certainty: “Let not your heart be troubled: ye 

believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many 

mansions.” Listen to what the Saviour said; how certain are His words! 

“If it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for 

you.” ‘But,’ you say, ‘how will I get there?’ Listen. “And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 

Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” That is a certain fact. 

“Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you 

the kingdom;” something certain. 
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One further certain thing. Our Lord will return. I sometimes think 

that we may be living in the generation when He will return. There are 

so many signs that our Lord said would be seen in that generation 

which are being seen in our generation now, except for the opening of 

the eyes of the Jewish nation to receive their Saviour; that is yet to 

come as a nation, I believe that will come. But, leave that to one side. 

He will return. There is no doubt about it: our Saviour will return. He 

will return as King of kings and Lord of lords; not to suffer, bleed and 

die. That work is done. He will return as the King. We read in 

Philippians: “Every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father.” The believer will confess it with 

inexpressible joy and love. ‘This is my Beloved! This is my Friend! 

This is my Saviour!’ And the unbeliever will have to acknowledge it. 

‘This is the One whom we denied and whom we wanted nothing to do 

with.’ The unbeliever will have to acknowledge that He was and is 

King of kings and Lord of lords. To the believer it will be the beginning 

of an inexpressible joy; to the unbeliever it will be the beginning of 

inexpressible sorrow. 

 

So, how will it be with you? What certainty do you have in this 

uncertain world? I have my diary filled for next week, and so have 

some of you. We quite expect to live until the next Lord’s Day. Will 

you? Will I? Friends, we do not know! But, what a mercy if we can say: 

“I am my Beloved’s, and my Beloved is mine.” Friends, if you can say 

that, living and dying, it shall be well. 

 

Amen.  

 

 

 


