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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day evening, 30th October, 2016 

 

   Text: “And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a one 

as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is?” Genesis 41, verse 38. 

 

The history of God’s servant, Joseph, is a wonderful example to us. 

On the one hand there is the intermingling of providence and grace. On 

the other hand, of all the Old Testament characters, none walked more 

closely, in type, to the coming Saviour than did Joseph. There are so 

many things which we will notice in a moment about this godly man 

which pre-figured the coming of the dear Saviour, the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  In that sense, although Joseph lived hundreds of years before 

the Saviour came, nonetheless, he walked in the fellowship of Christ’s 

sufferings. We have here this evening an acknowledgement by an 

ungodly man as to what God had done in the life, the mind and the 

heart of this man, Joseph. Even though Pharaoh and his servants had no 

grace in their hearts, they could not but acknowledge that there was 

something distinguished, and something special about this man Joseph, 

whom they had only met that day. 

 

It is very evident that God’s time had come, after all those years, to 

bring Joseph to the place where He would use him on behalf of His 

ancient people. We must remember that it was to preserve the chosen 

nation of Israel that Joseph was sent before them; that was the reason 

for it. “He sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was sold for a 

servant: Whose feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron.”  Yes;  

“sent…before them,” so that when Israel came into that time of need, 

Joseph would be there, prepared, to stand for them in the hour of great 

extremity. God, of course, was preserving that nation for a specific 

purpose; to bring forth the dear Saviour in due season. This was one of 

the links in the chain. God was using an ungodly nation, Egypt, and an 

ungodly king, Pharaoh, to bring to pass His own purposes. 
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What a mercy it is, dear friends, that God reigns! Although in our 

generation we have, for the most part, ungodly leaders in the world and 

those who fear not God, remember there is always One “higher than 

they.” Even in this dark, dark day, God is working out His own 

purposes. In due season it will be seen that His will is being done 

according to what He has decreed in His holy Word and in His 

covenant.  

 

Let us trace out, for a moment, how Joseph came to be where he 

was. We must remember that it was an appointed place. And, if God 

has an appointed place for you, dear friend, you will come to it. Like 

Joseph, you may have to wait many years. There may be many trials 

through which you must pass before you come to it. But, if there is a 

place God has appointed for you to be, come to it you will. Of course, 

you think of the dear Saviour Himself. He is, and was, appointed to be 

the Mediator between God and man, the Man Christ Jesus. But, oh! 

What a path He had to walk to reach it! But, He is now there. You have 

just been singing of it in that precious hymn. He sits at the right hand of 

His Father. 

 
  “Give Him, my soul, thy cause to plead, 

                                  Nor doubt the Father’s grace.” 

I. Watts 

 

Blessed be His holy name; He is there, ever living to make 

intercession for all who come to God by Him. But, just as Joseph had a 

tortuous path, how much more did the dear Saviour wade through seas 

of sorrow and affliction to come to His throne! The cross preceded the 

crown. And so it is with God’s people, in measure. “If we suffer, we 

shall also reign with Him.” 

 

Well, how did Joseph come to be in this appointed place? It all 

began back in his early days. It seems that out of the family of eleven 

brothers which Joseph had, only he at that time was called by grace. He 

was like a “lily among thorns.” He was like “a sparrow alone upon the 

house top.” And, because his brethren were not called by grace, they 
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had no love for the truths that Joseph loved, and certainly had no time 

for the revelations that God was giving him about that which would 

take place in later days. Indeed, we read: “they hated him yet the 

more.” The Lord Jesus Christ said: “Marvel not, My brethren, if the 

world hate you.” “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated Me 

before it hated you.” And, “The servant is not greater than his lord. If 

they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.” We must 

expect it from one quarter or another; whether it be from the profane 

world, or even the professing world. There are some sharp thorns that 

may come from that side, too. Remember, it was Joseph’s brethren who 

were causing the trouble he was enduring. 

 

But, you know how God had ordained this matter. In the very last 

chapter in Isaiah’s prophecy, we read these words: “Hear the word of 

the LORD, ye that tremble at His word; Your brethren that hated you, 

that cast you out for My name’s sake, said, Let the LORD be glorified: 

but He shall appear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed.” And again 

in Revelation 3, speaking to the little Church at Philadelphia, which 

was a greatly opposed and persecuted Church, the Holy Ghost gives 

this word for them: “Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of 

Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will 

make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I 

have loved thee.” That is just what the Lord did for Joseph, and that is 

just what was done in a much greater measure for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The arrows were “sharp in the heart of the King’s enemies.” They fell 

at His feet. Saul of Tarsus was one of them. They put the crown where 

they would not put it before: on the head of the dear Saviour.  

 

So here is Joseph, alone in his family. Like the dear Saviour 

Himself, we know that even his brethren did not believe on Him. I 

wonder if the Saviour had persecution in that little home in Nazareth 

from His unbelieving brethren and sisters? There was that one occasion, 

you will remember, when Jacob himself misunderstood Joseph. So, not 

just from sinners, but from a saint he received a blow. And, my dear 

friends, even His dear parents, Mary, and Joseph, misunderstood our 

Lord on one occasion. When He was found in the temple, they reproved 
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Him. But He answered: “Wist ye not that I must be about My Father’s 

business?” It is a lonely path, isn’t it?  It is a lonely path. You may find 

that in your path this evening. But: “Let thine eyes look right on, and let 

thine eyelids look straight before thee. Ponder the path of thy feet, and 

let all thy ways be established. Turn not to the right hand nor to the 

left.”  Joseph was enabled to do that; to let his “eyes look right on.” 

 

You will remember how Joseph’s brethren went out with the cattle 

and sheep. Father Jacob was anxious to know how they fared, so he 

sent Joseph to find them. Jacob was quite expecting that within a day or 

two Joseph would return. Man’s ways are not God’s ways, are they?  

God had a secret purpose. There was Joseph, all alone, searching in the 

great expanse of land for his brethren, and he could not find them.  He 

was on the point of returning home when he met a man who had heard 

the brethren say they were going to Dothan. He directed Joseph there. 

Oh! How many times, Joseph might have thought: ‘If only I had not 

met that man in Dothan, I would not have been sold as a slave! I would 

not be here in prison!’ That ‘if’ must have rankled in his thoughts many 

a time as the devil would have it. ‘If.’ Dear friends, that little ‘if’ was 

part of God’s plan for Joseph. Do you have an ‘if’ in your life? ‘If only 

this hadn’t happened. If only that hadn’t taken place. If only that 

incident hadn’t occurred, things wouldn’t have turned out as they have.’ 

But, you cannot undo it, dear friends, it has happened. God has 

permitted it. Then, “Be still, and know that I am God.” Put that little ‘if’ 

in the hand of your God to manage, and be sure He can make it work 

for good, as He has promised. “And we know that all things;” even the 

‘ifs,’ “work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 

the called according to His purpose.” You and I would manage things 

so differently, would we not? 

 

I think of Paul. You will remember when he was taken prisoner in 

Jerusalem and appealed unto Caesar. After he had given his account 

before Agrippa and Festus, they turned aside and said: “This man might 

have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed unto Caesar.” You can 

be sure, my dear friends, the devil reminded Paul of that many times in 

the days that followed. ‘You should have kept your mouth quiet, Paul!’ 
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But, ‘No,’ says his God. “As thou hast testified of Me in Jerusalem, so 

must thou bear witness also at Rome.” That little ‘if’ was part of the 

‘must’ that God was fulfilling. Mind you, it was only in retrospect that 

Joseph could see these things, and no doubt Paul did in the same way.  

It is in looking back that you can see how good and wise God has been. 

At the time it seemed all darkness. But: “I will bring the blind by a way 

that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I 

will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. 

These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them.” 

 

So, we find Joseph meeting his brethren. ‘Oh!’ they said, ‘here 

comes this dreamer.’ It was just as our Lord was treated in His day. 

Yes. ‘Here comes this dreamer. Let us throw him into a pit and see 

what becomes of his dreams.’ Little did they realise they were fighting 

against God, against His will and against His word. But, into the pit 

Joseph was thrown. And, they would have murdered him. But, see the 

intervening hand of God as Joseph lay alone in that pit, thinking that at 

any moment he might be in eternity! All the while there was that 

question on his mind: what about those dreams? Is this what those 

dreams meant: the bottom of a pit? He hears the sound of the 

Ishmaelites passing by. He hears the conversation his brethren had 

when they decided to sell him for twenty pieces of silver. That is the 

price they put on their brother. Judas put thirty pieces of silver as the 

price of our Lord! Oh! How solemn to put such a low price on the dear 

Saviour! What price do you put on Him, friend? If He is “the Chiefest 

among ten thousand” and the “altogether lovely” One, you cannot put a 

price on Him. He is invaluable! 

 

But, Judas had a very low view of Christ, and these brethren had a 

very low view of their brother Joseph. When they gave him to the 

Ishmaelites and took the silver and his coat, they thought they had 

finished with him for ever. They did not expect to hear from him or see 

him ever again. They thought that by silencing the messenger they 

could ignore the message. This has been the case throughout the history 

of the Church of Christ. When one of God’s messengers has been sent 

with a message which is unpopular or unpalatable to the natural man, 
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very often Satan has tried to destroy the messenger to make the 

message of none effect. But, it cannot be. If it is God’s Word it will 

come to pass, in whatever way He sees fit. 

 

So, Joseph is taken down to Egypt. It must have been a very 

difficult journey for him. Jacob’s tent was a luxurious one. His home 

was, no doubt, one of the most luxurious in the area. For Joseph to now 

be sent as a slave, having to keep up with the train of camels, probably 

walking a long distance in the hot sun and no doubt tethered to 

someone to make sure he didn’t escape; what a difference this was! In 

the end we find him down in the slave market in Egypt with other 

slaves, waiting to be bought by those who looked on. And, in the 

sovereign providence of God, Potiphar needs a servant. Potiphar comes 

to the slave market that day, he looks down the line and, as God would 

have it, he espies Joseph. He can see he is well-favoured and goodly 

looking; a man of some character. He stands out, even in the slave 

market. He is a distinguished character, but not in a proud way. There is 

something different about Joseph. And my dear friends, if you are a 

child of God, the world will notice something different about you. They 

may hate the difference, but they will notice it. Joseph was noticed; 

there was a difference. “For who maketh thee to differ from another? 

and what hast thou that thou didst not receive?” 

 

But, Joseph was made to differ. We find he is brought into 

Potiphar’s house, and there he began to prosper. Joseph was a man of 

prudence, discretion and wisdom. He had the ability to handle matters 

wisely, both financial and personal, so much so that Potiphar, the 

captain of the guard, left everything in Joseph’s hands. Potiphar did not 

need to ask Joseph what was going on; he had full and complete 

confidence in him. Now Joseph began to rise. Why? The Lord was with 

him. If the Lord is with you in your employment, He will stand by you 

in it. It was so with Joseph. This does not mean you will not have trials, 

and it does not mean you will not have troubles. But, if the Lord stands 

by you, “If God be for us, who can be against us?” 
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So, Joseph rose higher and higher. But then, dear friends, the enemy 

got to work. He hates to see a child of God prosper. He hates it! But 

you must expect it. If you are prospering in one way or another, the 

enemy will soon find a way of getting at you; either in your path or in 

your soul. In Joseph’s case, the devil got in, in a very subtle way, 

through Potiphar’s wife. She had, no doubt, some authority in the 

house. Joseph was often left alone with her while Potiphar was out with 

Pharaoh’s armies. This lustful woman espies this young man, and her 

adulterous thoughts take further action. Day after day she torments him 

and tries to incite him to that which we know is wrong in the sight of 

God: the seventh commandment. So, for the second time in Joseph’s 

life, he loses his coat. He lost his first coat in the pit, the coat that was 

sprinkled with blood from a beast, so that Jacob would wrongly think 

he had died. Now his coat is taken away by that wretched woman, 

Potiphar’s wife. By the end of that day, instead of being the head of the 

captain of the guard’s house, Joseph is in a dungeon. He is in a prison; 

the king’s prison. ‘Why is this Lord? Why is this? Can this be right? 

Can it be right?’ It seemed so unjust, so cruel and so wrong. Everything 

seemed wrong about it. Yet, was not Joseph like the dear Saviour? “He 

was taken from prison and from judgment.” “He was numbered with 

the transgressors.” He was “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from 

sinners.” Yet, there our Lord was; in a prison cell. Joseph’s path 

prophetically, anticipated the sufferings of Christ. What a strange path 

to be in! Can it be right? Friends, the Lord was still in it. Behind this 

frowning providence, the Lord was working. Good William Cowper 

had it right. 

 
  “Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 

                                   The clouds ye so much dread 

 Are big with mercy, and shall break 

                                   In blessings on your head.” 

W. Cowper 

 

You say, ‘I cannot see it.’ No, you cannot see it, because the clouds 

have not broken in blessings yet. You must wait. You must wait. The 

Lord will cause it to happen in due season. But, for the moment “if 

need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations.” Joseph was 
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in that path. ‘Lord, what am I doing here?’ “The steps of a good man 

are ordered by the LORD: and He delighteth in his way. Though he fall, 

he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with His 

hand.” Joseph was one who feared God. He feared God in his family, 

he feared God in the pit, he feared God as a slave, he feared God in 

Potiphar’s house and now he feared God in the prison. He was not like 

the chameleon. Even you young ones know about the chameleon: it 

changes the colour of its skin according to its surroundings. That was 

not Joseph’s religion. He feared God wherever he was. Later He feared 

God on the throne. He told his brothers: “I fear God.” 

 

 But now, here he is in the prison cell. There was something about 

Joseph that could not be kept hidden. The governor of the prison 

noticed Joseph’s wisdom, his prudence and his discretion. And, before 

long, he was running the prison, although he was a prisoner! All this, 

dear friends, was experience that Joseph had to pass through to prepare 

him for his throne. He could not be without any one of these chapters:  

they were vital to him! Child of God, if the Lord is leading you to a 

heavenly mansion, you cannot be without any of those chapters that He 

has ordained for you; affliction, bereavement, disappointment, 

discouragement or injustice perhaps; times when everything seems 

wrong whichever way you look at it. It is all part of the way to prepare 

you for your heavenly habitation; to make heaven all the sweeter. The 

way the Lord has led you will make glory all the more attractive. 

Friend, Joseph could not be without one of these links.  

 

So, Joseph languishes in the prison cell until one day, two other 

prisoners arrive; Pharaoh’s butler and baker. Then what do we find? 

These two prisoners soon have dreams, as Joseph did in years gone by. 

They dreamt so vividly that they came into the communal quarters the 

next day looking very sad. Joseph said: ‘Why are you so sad? What is 

the problem?’ They told him: ‘We have dreamed, and we cannot 

interpret our dreams.’ What does Joseph say? “Do not interpretations 

belong to God?” Joseph could not interpret his own dreams, but he was 

given grace to interpret the butler’s dream and the baker’s dream. The 

amazing thing was that the meaning of those dreams was so different. 
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They remind us of the two thieves who were crucified with our Saviour. 

One thief sinks into eternal misery, the other thief goes to eternal bliss 

with the dear Saviour. One of Joseph’s fellow prisoners was hung, and 

the other restored.  What a type of the Lord Joseph was! He interprets 

the dreams, and in three days they were all fulfilled. Joseph has a 

parting word as he says ‘goodbye’ to the butler. ‘Do not forget me! 

When you are in the presence of your king, just tell him I am unjustly 

here. Just tell him I should not be here, according to natural justice.’ 

“But think on me when it shall be well with thee, and shew kindness, I 

pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring 

me out of this house.”  The dear dying thief prayed that to the Lord, 

didn’t he? “Remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom.” My 

dear friends, our Lord’s memory was not fallible and faulty like the 

butler’s. No. “He ever liveth to make intercession.” He never forgets! 

This very evening hour His memory is so accurate, He knows exactly 

what path you are in and where you are. His eye is upon you for good.  

 

Now listen. Two full years pass. Why? Because God’s time had not 

yet come. “My time is not yet come: but your time is alway ready.” If 

the Lord is to appear for us in a matter, we often have to have a time of 

waiting. “My time is not yet come.”  

 
                               “A time He has set to heal up your woes, 

                                 A season most fit His love to disclose; 

         And till He is ready to show His good-will, 

            Be patient and steady, and wait on Him still.” 

J. Berridge 

 

Joseph had to wait. We are told: “He was laid in iron” (margin 

reading: his soul came into iron.) I think it must have been the lowest 

point for Joseph when he realised the butler had forgotten him. There 

he languished in that prison cell, forgotten by all but God. What did you 

sing in your opening hymn? 

 
                        “When brethren, friends, and helpers fail, 

                          On Him alone depend.” 

J. Hart 
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There is a Friend who never fails! Joseph’s God was watching, and 

Joseph’s God was waiting. But, for the moment, it was His will that 

Joseph should sit in this dark place for two full years. Joseph was full of 

questions, full of doubts; perhaps, full of anxiety and full of exercise. 

But, all the while there was something deep, deep down. ‘What about 

those dreams I had? Lord, what has become of them? Did not my 

brethren say, ‘what would become of my dreams? And now I am asking 

the same question myself.’ Poor man! What a low place he was in! But 

then, we read in this chapter that the Lord’s time came. God’s time is 

always right, and it is always best. 

 

And so, we find the Lord’s time came. We have that lovely word in 

Habakkuk: “For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it 

shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely 

come, it will not tarry.” And it did come.  It is very instructive to notice 

that it was when Joseph was thirty years old his dreams began to be 

fulfilled. In other words, Joseph’s work on the throne began when he 

was thirty years old. Our Lord began His earthly ministry at thirty years 

old. But, all those years that had preceded were not wasted years; they 

were not idle years. In those years He was working out the obedience 

that His Church needed; satisfying the law under which He was made 

and obeying it in every particular. He was doing His Father’s will, 

though, as it were, He was out of sight of men in general. And, all the 

years that Joseph passed through were necessary years that there might 

be a merciful man on the throne, a wise man on the throne; a man, who 

through experience, would know how to handle the matters that would 

come to him. Oh! Dear friends, you might not understand what the 

Lord is doing at the moment, but He is preparing you for that which He 

has established for you and appointed for you.  

 

So Pharaoh dreams those two dreams about the cattle and the corn, 

and they perplex him. He calls his magicians and his wise men, just like 

Nebuchadnezzar did in Daniel’s day. On that occasion it was only 

Daniel who could interpret those dreams, by God’s help. On this 

occasion it was only Joseph. The memory of the butler was stirred just 

at the right moment, just as it was in the Book of Esther. Here again we 
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see God’s providence. Mordecai had revealed the treachery of two men 

who were going to assassinate the king, but nothing had been done to 

thank him. No OBE or MBE was given! He was forgotten, until that 

night when the king could not sleep. Then the Lord brought it to light. 

God was one step ahead of wicked Haman, who wanted to hang 

Mordecai on the gallows the next day. Friends, God is never too late. 

He is always ahead of Satan’s agenda, remember that. God is in control. 

Take that lesson home with you tonight; God is in control. “The LORD 

reigneth; let the people tremble.” 

 

So, Joseph proved it. The butler’s memory was stirred up just when 

it was needful. “I do remember my faults this day.” Joseph is hurried; it 

seems he had run from the prison cell to the throne! He was shaved and 

washed, made ready to appear in Pharaoh’s presence. When he arrives 

Pharaoh says: “I have heard say of thee, that thou canst understand a 

dream to interpret it.” Oh! How honest and humble this godly man was! 

“It is not in me.” ‘I know that only too well, Pharaoh. I have had 

dreams that I cannot interpret for myself!’ “It is not in me: God shall 

give Pharaoh an answer of peace.” And so, it was. The spirit of 

prophecy and revelation came upon Joseph, and he was able to interpret 

the dreams. He was not only able to interpret them, but wisely advise 

what should be done in the years of plenty and the years of famine. 

When he was finished, what does Pharaoh say? “Can we find such a 

one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is?” Joseph was 

recognised as being appointed by God.  

 

Let us leave Joseph, for a moment, and go to a greater Joseph. I 

want to think of the Man, Christ Jesus. “Can we find such a One as this 

is, a Man in whom the Spirit of God is?” 

 
“Compared with Christ, in all beside 

                                   No comeliness I see; 

  The one thing needful, dearest Lord, 

                                   Is to be one with Thee.” 

A. M. Toplady 
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Can we find such a One as Him? Search the world through, from 

Adam’s day to this, is there anyone comparable to the Lord Jesus 

Christ? There is none! All of Adam’s race were “born in sins and 

shapen in iniquity.” Christ was born “holy, harmless, undefiled, 

separate from sinners.” Oh, the distinction between His holy humanity 

and that of Adam’s fallen race! A solemn, sacred distinction. Bless God 

for it! “Such a One as this.” 

 

Then again, remember, “such a One as this.” “Emmanuel…God 

with us.” He, who lay in Bethlehem’s manger, and at last hung on 

Calvary’s cross, was also the Son of God. He had been the Son of God 

from all eternity and will be the Son of God to all eternity. Can you find 

such a One of this? No. How you need this Emmanuel! He is God and 

Man in this one glorious Person; Man, to suffer and God to save. “Such 

a One as this.” No wonder we read in the Song of Solomon: “What is 

thy Beloved more than another beloved, that thou dost so charge us? 

My Beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand.” “He 

is altogether lovely.” There is none to be compared with Him. His 

obedience, His precious blood, His name, His mercy, His love and His 

grace. He is incomparable! Oh, that you might believe it, dear friends! 

If you believe it in faith, it will change your life for ever. Yes, it will 

indeed. “Can we find such a One as this is, a Man in whom the Spirit of 

God is?” The Holy Ghost was in Joseph in a great measure. He was a 

man who feared God above many. But, even the measure in godly 

Joseph was nothing to be compared with what dwelt in the Man Christ 

Jesus. “In Him dwelleth all” - not part - “all the fulness of the Godhead 

bodily.” We read that the Father did not give the Spirit by measure to 

Him. He had an immeasurable portion of the Holy Ghost within His 

sacred Person, and He still has. “Can we find such a One as this is, a 

Man in whom the Spirit of God is?” No. There is none to be compared 

with this dear Saviour. 

 

You say, how will we know it? Well, you take His words. While 

they remain on the letter of the page, there is no power in them, is 

there? Not that there is anything wrong with the Word, no, it is our poor 

wretched hearts; that is where the danger and the difficulty is. But, 
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“Where the word of a King is, there is power.” When He does speak, 

His words “are spirit, and they are life.” He imparts life in the word by 

His Holy Spirit. “Never man spake like this Man.” You have heard the 

voice of Jesus; you will have to say that. You have heard many other 

voices: your own voice, the voices of friends, ministers and all sorts of 

people, godly and ungodly. But, dear friends, if Jesus speaks, it is an 

incomparable voice! There is nothing like it. It is penetrating, it is 

seasonable, it is alluring and it is conquering. It is a voice, dear friends, 

that once heard in that saving way, you will recognise it if He were to 

speak again. “The voice of my Beloved!” Some of us long to hear it 

again. We have had sweet seasons when He has spoken. “Never man 

spake like this Man.” The two on the road to Emmaus found it so, and 

so will all God’s dear people, in measure.  

 

“Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God 

is?” Then, of course, we must not pass on without remembering dear 

Job in his low estate. Job must have wondered why he had to pass 

through what he did. One of the reasons he did was that he would be a 

comfort to God’s tempted, devil-dragged people. If ever a man was 

devil-dragged, Job was. You think of the things he passed through: the 

losses he had, the afflictions he bore, the loneliness he endured; even 

from God’s dear people. He received arrows that should never have 

been aimed at him. His was a dark, dark, dark path. Job would have 

said, ‘Why, why must I pass through this way?’ It was that he might be 

a comfort to others who are themselves tormented and oppressed by the 

evil one. Job was a minister of the gospel, in that respect.  The point I 

want to come to is this. We read in the book of Job about the finding of 

a ransom. There is a man ready to go down into the pit because of his 

guilt and because of his sin. Then we read: “Deliver him from going 

down to the pit: I have found a ransom.”  Where? And where are you 

going to find a ransom for a guilty sinner, hell-deserving sinner; a 

sinner who has sinned against light and knowledge? Where are you 

going to find a ransom for him? “I have found a ransom.” God the 

Father says so. ‘I have found one in the Person of My dear Son, whom I 

will send. And He did send Him in the fulness of time, verily God and 
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verily Man to be the Redeemer of His dear people. Can we find “such a 

One as this?” He is the ransom price for His dear people. 

 
                            “There was no other good enough 

                              To pay the price of sin; 

                              He only could unlock the gate 

                              Of heaven and let His people in.” 

C. F. Alexander 

 

“Can we find such a One as this?” It is invaluable blood! 

 
 “The blood of Christ has brought you nigh – 

                              Invaluable blood!” 

J. Hart 

 

You cannot put a price to it. It purges guilt, it satisfies the law, it 

subdues the heart and it conquers sin. Oh, the preciousness of the blood 

of our Lord Jesus Christ! “Can we find such a One as this is, a Man in 

whom the Spirit of God is?” No. You cannot find anyone to compare 

with a precious Christ. That is why in that great day of His return, every 

knee will bow to Him. Joseph’s brothers bowed to Joseph, didn’t they? 

They had to bow the knee when he passed by in Pharaoh’s chariot. 

And, in comparison, all that fades into insignificance when we consider 

our Lord Jesus Christ. “Every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue 

shall confess to God.” It will glorify the Father in that great day when 

His dear Son is acclaimed by sinner and saint, believer and unbeliever, 

as truly God’s dear Son. The Church will say it with rapture 

immeasurable. But, the unbeliever will have to acknowledge it to their 

eternal condemnation. How will it be with you, dear friends, if He 

returned this very evening? Would you welcome the sight of this one 

incomparable Man? Or would you flee to the mountains and ask them 

to cover and hide you from the wrath of God? Oh, that we might be 

ready to meet such a One! 

 

“Can we find such a One as this is, a Man in whom the Spirit of 

God is?” Friends, you need to look no further than this.  
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Do you remember when our Lord was calling His disciples, and 

Philip went to find Nathanael? “We have found Him, of whom Moses 

in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 

Joseph.” ‘Oh!’ says Nathanael, “Can there any good thing come out of 

Nazareth?” Prejudice, you see! How wisely did Philip answer! “Come 

and see.” Nathanael came, and he saw. And what he saw changed his 

life for ever.  

 

The woman of Samaria was just the same. She goes into the city 

after that momentous conversation with our Lord. “Come, see a Man, 

which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?” Those 

she told went out to hear Him. Then they said: “Now we believe, not 

because of thy saying: for we have heard Him ourselves.” ‘We know 

He is that Man. We know He is that Christ. We know He is the Son of 

God, the Saviour of the world.’ 

 

Now, come to the cross, and hear the dying thief’s testimony. The 

other thief is railing and swearing in bitterness and malice. The dying 

thief had started his day on the cross in the same spirit, but suddenly 

grace opens his eyes to see the One who is hanging on the centre cross. 

The Lords’ words, already uttered as He hung on the cross, moved that 

thief’s hitherto immovable heart. “Dost not thou fear God” he says to 

the other thief, “seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we 

indeed justly.” ‘We cannot complain about what we are enduring. We 

deserve even more than this; we deserve eternal misery. But this Man, 

this glorious Man has done nothing amiss.’ And he turns to Christ as 

God and Man. “Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy 

kingdom.” And Jesus turned; this glorious God-Man turned to him; 

“Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.” We 

are not told what anthem the dying thief took on his lips when he took 

his place with the spirits of just men made perfect, but he could have 

well said: “Can we find such a One as this is, a Man in whom the Spirit 

of God is?” A Man with a capital ‘M’; the God-Man in whom the Spirit 

of God is.  
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“Adoring saints around Him stand, 

             And thrones and powers before Him fall; 

               The God shines gracious through the Man, 

       And sheds sweet glories on them all.” 

I. Watts 

 

                                   “O may I live to reach the place 

  Where He unveils His lovely face, 

   Where all His beauties you behold, 

  And sing His name to harps of gold!” 

I. Watts 

 

May God add His blessing. 

 

 Amen. 

 

 

 

 


