
 1

Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day evening, 20
th

 November, 2005 

 

Text: “For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 

with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the 

dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain 

shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 

the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one 

another with these words.”  (1 Thessalonians 4, verses 16, 17 and 18) 

 

 

The Church at Thessalonica was beset by a threatening heresy. It 

was the same heresy that had afflicted the Church of Corinth, which 

caused the Holy Ghost to guide Paul’s pen to write the precious chapter 

we read earlier, 1 Corinthians chapter 15. The heresy was this: that the 

resurrection was already over, and there would not be a resurrection 

from the dead of believers. This brought great consternation into the 

hearts of those who feared God at Thessalonica, for it seemed to 

undermine the very hope they had believed in, that there would be a 

day when, in a new body, and with new powers, their soul would dwell 

for ever in the presence of Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 

Now, in these few verses that surround our text, the apostle is led 

by the Holy Ghost to lay this heresy to rest. He cuts right to the very 

root of the matter and assures God’s dear people that there is a 

resurrection of the dead. And there is. These verses speak to us of what 

we commonly call the Second Coming of the Redeemer. 

 

Also, it is called the Day of Judgment, because there is inferred 

another resurrection in our subject. There is first the resurrection of the 

believer, after that, the resurrection of the unbeliever. It is a very 

solemn thing to have to say, but, whereas the believer will be raised 

from the dust with a body fit for eternal happiness, endued with those 

powers sufficient to praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost without 

cessation to all eternity, the unbeliever who died out of Christ, without 
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faith and without repentance, will be raised from the grave with a body 

fit for eternal misery. Now, that is a very solemn, awesome 

contemplation. How terrible it would be if anyone sat in Old Baptist 

Chapel this evening, on this solemn day of which our text speaks, 

should have a part in that resurrection and not the first one. You will 

have a part in one or the other, that is absolutely certain. O! that it may 

be your desire tonight to be found within the compass of this glorious 

word, this great expectation, to which God’s dear children are hastening 

towards, pressing towards, as Paul says: “For to me to live is Christ, 

and to die is gain…having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; 

which is far better.” 

 

So, very simply this evening I want to lead you through the great 

points that point to this blessed day, and O! may we be always asking 

the question, ‘Have I the marks of grace that will be vitally necessary 

for such a day, and if that day were to come immediately now, would I 

be ready?’ And do remember, it says in 1 Corinthians 15, - and it is 

inferred in this subject as well, - it will be so suddenly, it will take all 

by surprise. Every single inhabitant on the face of this earth will be 

taken by surprise when it comes. It will be a most wonderful surprise, 

blessed surprise - the hymnwriter calls it ‘sweet surprise’ - to those who 

have faith in Christ. O how their hearts will leap for joy; how their new 

bodies, with all the powers that God has endued them with, and 

endowed them with, will cry praise to Father, Son and Holy Ghost! 

What terrible surprise to the unbeliever, the one who scorned Christ’s 

name; trampled underfoot His blood; thought more of the world than 

the Lord Jesus Christ; who had no desire to be separated from their 

sins, and rather serve Satan and self than Christ; who lived and died 

without repentance. I say, how terrible a day that will be for them. We 

read in the Revelation, such will be the terror that they will call for the 

very mountains to fall on them, to hide them, for the mountains will 

flee away and leave them exposed to the eye of Him whose eyes are as 

a flaming fire. 

 

“But,” says Paul, “I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren.” 

And as your Pastor, (not that I would in any sense come and put myself 
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alongside Paul), but I have the same desire for you tonight, I would not 

have you to be ignorant of these things. That you not be ignorant that 

you have that soul I spoke of this morning. That you would not be 

ignorant that you need divine preparation for eternity. Heaven is a 

prepared place for a prepared people. O! that you would not be ignorant 

of your sinful state in Adam, but, as you are born in that natural state, it 

is impossible for you to prepare yourself for glory, that no works of 

yours, no efforts of yours, no amendments and resolutions of yours in 

your natural state can do this great deed. O! I would not have you be 

ignorant, dear friends, of the need of the new birth and that quickening 

work of the Holy Ghost in the new nature, and a new heart and a new 

spirit. I would not have you to be ignorant of your sinnership before 

God, and that the wages of sin is death. I would not have you to be 

ignorant that the only One whose blood can cleanse is Christ’s, and the 

only obedience that can cover your poor spotted soul and life is 

Christ’s, and the only gospel that will save a sinner is the gospel of our 

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. I would not have you to be ignorant of 

that. And I would not have you to be ignorant of this: that those who 

profess faith in that precious Jesus should be living (seeking grace to be 

living, perhaps that’s a better way of putting it) but none the less, 

should be seeking to live, “looking for” this “and hasting unto” says 

Peter, “the coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

 

We are continually putting our roots down here below as if we are 

here for ever. Friends, we are not! We are not!  And the Lord sends 

shaking times sometimes, so that we will not be ignorant of this fact; 

that we must soon depart. I remember my own dear mother, not long 

before she died, (and looking back we should have realised the Lord 

was about to take her). But my father wanted to move house, and they 

looked at several houses in Bedfordshire near where they were living. 

And every one she looked in, she said: “No, this is not my rest, this is 

not my home.” And in the end it began to dawn on my father that she 

was looking to a better country. It wasn’t long before the Lord took her 

safely home. You see, her roots were being loosened from this earth 

and the Lord knows how to do it. Gently but firmly, He loosens the 

roots to transplant the plant in the heavenly garden above. Some of you 
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dear friends are having your roots loosened now - your body and your 

faculties are failing. It’s God loosening the roots. Changes are coming 

and you see them, you know it. God is loosening the roots. 

 

Friend, is He also loosening your soul from this world? Is He 

killing you to its pleasures? Is He making you long for that better 

country? Bless God for it. It may not be just the older ones among us 

whom God is loosening the roots. For God alone knows the order in 

which He will take from us, it may not be the oldest here yet; it may be 

a younger one. But it will be a mercy, friend, if your roots have been 

loosened from this world before God calls you home. “But I would not 

have you to be ignorant, brethren.” 

 

Now, the great point that Paul would not have you to be ignorant 

about is the state of those who are gone before. And he speaks of them 

in two ways, as “asleep”, (they sleep in Jesus), and later on in the verse 

of our text they are “dead in Christ”. This is a description of the state of 

those who have gone before. What are we to say about them, - those 

who died in faith? Well, first of all they passed through that valley of 

death. And what is death? It is a separation of the body and the soul. 

That’s what death is. It’s that soul (of which I spoke this morning) 

leaving this mortal tabernacle; this clay; this dust. And the dust of our 

body returning to the dust from whence it came, to the earth from 

whence it was formed, and the soul returning to God who gave it; that 

is death. That’s what death is. And it is as well for us to remember 

that’s what it is. It is the most solemn step you will ever take in all your 

existence; to launch from time into eternity. 

 
“Pause my soul! and ask the question, 

Art thou ready to meet God? 

Am I made a real Christian, 

Washed in the Redeemer’s blood? 

Have I union 

To the church’s living Head?” 

 

What a question to be asking! There are those who die in faith in a 

precious Christ. (We’ll speak of how they came by that faith in a 
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moment). They are said to be “asleep”. That is, their bodies sleep in the 

earth. But their soul rests in Christ in heaven above, not unconsciously, 

- they are very conscious of what is taking place in glory above. They 

are sharing in the joy of the redeemed, - among the spirits of just men 

made perfect. Moses and Jacob and Abraham and the dear apostles and 

many who sat in the very seats that you are sitting in who have gone 

before, are even now waving a palm of victory in glory above, among 

the spirits of just men made perfect. But their bodies are asleep in the 

grave, waiting the glorious moment of which our text speaks. 

 

They are asleep in another sense - just as when you are asleep you 

are not conscious of what is going on around you, so they are no longer 

conscious of this earth - its winters and summers, its cold and heat, its 

toils and its sorrows - those things are left behind. They are only 

conscious of the glorious surroundings they are found in, they are “with 

Christ; which is far better:” But to us, who look on what remains of 

them here below, they are asleep. And that word, “dead in Christ”, tells 

the same thing. But, what is most important is that little word ‘in’. 

“They sleep in Jesus,” “they are dead in Christ.” What does that mean? 

It means three things. And they are blessed things as well. First of all, 

they are in Christ’s care. They are in the care of the Lord Jesus. Each 

soul, each spirit redeemed by His precious blood is in His care - it is so 

here below. But it is also true in heaven above. They are “safe in the 

arms of Jesus, safe on His loving breast.” What a wonderful place to 

be! No more temptation, no more sin, no more opposition, no more 

affliction, no more sorrow, no more disappointment, no more 

discouragement! No. They are resting on the very arms of Jesus and the 

very bosom of Jesus; feeling His loving heart always; seeing His lovely 

face always! O what a prospect this is to be sleeping in Jesus; in His 

care! 

  

Secondly, it means in union with Jesus. In union with Jesus - the 

union is not broken. That union which was ordained in eternity past in 

the covenant of grace, when God gave to his dear Son the Church to 

redeem. That union was ordained then, wonderfully, mystically brought 

into eternal (as it were) purpose. But it was brought into the experience 
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of God’s dear people when they were born again here, by the Spirit 

here below. And that union is still the same. Death does not sever it; 

does not separate it. Though it parts us from all natural union, yes, even 

the husband and the wife, and the mother and the father, the son and the 

daughter, the brother, the sister, the friend - the grave separates it, 

breaks that natural bond. But friends, if you are in Christ Jesus, then 

that bond in Christ remains. That’s a wonderful thought, isn’t it? In 

Jesus, in union with Him, in constant communion with Him. Here 

below it was but a little communion here, a little communion there. 

There it is constant communion. He leads them to living springs of 

water and God wipes away all tears from their eyes. So they rest, they 

sleep, in Jesus. These are the dead in Christ. 

 

 And the third thing this blessed word ‘in’ means is this - (and I like 

this) there is a wonderful connection between the mystical body of 

Christ and His actual body. The mystical body is His Church. The 

actual body is that blessed body in which He now lives at the right hand 

of His Father, that glorified humanity which while He was here below 

He suffered, bled and died in, but, now exalted beyond all conception 

of the human mind here below, King of kings and Lord of lords. But 

friends, the great point is, and I think it was Rowland Hill who said,  

 
“My Jesus and me, we two are so joined, 

He’ll not be in heaven and leave me behind.” 

 

Such is the union. It is absolutely certain that all those who are 

united to Christ like this, must eventually be where Jesus is. 

 
“Where Jesus is, there they must be, 

And view His lovely face; 

And sit to all eternity, 

In chanting forth His grace.” 

 

They must be there. He would be a disappointed Saviour were it 

otherwise. The covenant of grace would have failed, the decrees of 

eternity would have faltered, the Throne of God would have shaken. 

But it cannot be, it cannot be. “Upon this rock I will build my Church; 
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and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” So these are those, 

then, who sleep in Jesus; who are dead in Christ. 

 

 Now, what says Paul, when this great day comes of which he is 

speaking? When the Redeemer comes the second time. He came the 

first time in His humiliation, He came verily God but verily Man, under 

the law, to bear its curse, to fulfil its obligations for His dear children; 

set them free from all its condemnation and separation. He has done 

that. That work is done. Done in His first coming, completed, done for 

ever. Now it doesn’t need adding to; cannot be taken from. It stands 

blessedly on His own foundation - the finished work of Christ. When 

He comes the second time, it will be without sin unto salvation. That 

means He will not come to put away sin. That’s done. And friend, there 

is another very solemn thing here. When He came the first time, it was 

to preach His gospel, to set forth His cross, to set forth His precious 

blood, to declare those glad tidings that “God so loved the world, that 

He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life.” But, when He comes the 

second time, it will not be to preach a gospel. It will be to judge. All 

gospel preaching will have ended then. This is the last trump our text 

speaks of. The gospel trumpet, as it were, will have done its work. Then 

this trump of divine justice and judgment will be sounded for the end of 

time. O! dear friend, may God give you the grace, the hearing ear for 

the gospel trumpet while it’s being sounded. 

 
“What a divine harmonious sound 

The gospel-trumpet gives ; 

No music can with it compare; 

The soul that knows it lives.” 

 

“The vilest sinner out of hell 

Who lives to feel his need, 

Is welcome to the Throne of Grace 

The Saviour’s blood to plead.” 

 

Friend, that gospel is still being sounded out. The gospel trumpet is not 

yet silent. But there will come a day when it will be silent. 



 

 

 We come then to the last trump; the last trumpet sound; the call to 

judgment. And that is what our text is speaking of. And it is speaking 

also, (if you’ll notice), of those who will be alive and remain at this 

time. For there will still be a Church of God on the face of this earth. 

Though, as I read the Holy Word of God, it seems it will be a small 

Church, a remnant, just a little one here and a little one there. But God 

will know where they will be. But the point is, those that are alive and 

remain until the coming of the Lord, they themselves will enjoy this 

great day: enter into its fullness. For, whereas the bodies of the 

redeemed dust of God’s dear people will be raised in those new bodies 

I spoke of, those of His dear people who are living yet, their bodies will 

be changed instantaneously, - like Elijah’s was when he was taken up 

into glory in that chariot of fire. The same almighty power will be put 

forth. And those that are alive and remain will be caught up together 

with Him in the air; with them; with Him. There’s the union with His 

people - with Him.  There’s the joy of it all: “with Christ; which is far 

better:” This is what our subject tells us this evening. 

 

 But it all depends on one glorious sentence: “For if we believe that 

Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will 

God bring with Him.” The great point is, believing that Jesus died and 

rose again. Now, we read in 1 Corinthians 15 those words: “if Christ be 

not risen,…your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.”  And I want to 

make that a personal word to us this evening hour. Not just if Christ be 

not risen from the grave in which He lay for three days and three nights 

the Church has no hope, - that’s certainly true. He is risen, bless His 

dear holy name. But let’s come closer. Unless He be risen in your 

hearts the hope of glory; unless you know the power of His 

resurrection, you are yet in your sins. You are not ready for His 

coming. Now that is a solemn thing; a distinguishing thing, isn’t it? 

Those here tonight who have known quickening grace; who have 

known the power of His resurrection; who know what it is to cry “God 

be merciful to me a sinner.” Who know what it is to sing the language 

of your first hymn: (761) I believe they are the ones who know a little 

of this power that “changes the heart, renews the will, turns the feet to 
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Zion’s hill.” But friends, if we are destitute of a power like that; know 

nothing of the power of divine grace flowing from the resurrection of 

Jesus, then we are yet in our sins and our faith, (or whatever we might 

call it), is vain - useless. 

 

 A religion that proceeds and flows from the resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus Christ is the only one that will save the sinner. Now 

remember that. It must begin there. That must be its origin; its source - 

the quickening grace of the dear Redeemer. “If we believe that Jesus 

died and rose again.” Why is it so important that that should be the 

foundation of our faith? Well friends, why does death face you and I? 

 

Many years ago there was a competition to produce the ideal town. 

Many people entered this competition. At last the ideal town was 

designed and was made a model of. This model was put in an 

exhibition, and people were looking round it. The man who made the 

model and who had designed it, was standing there by it. A godly man 

went up to him. He said: “I have been looking at your model. There’s 

something missing.” The designer said: “What’s that?” He said: 

“There’s no cemetery.” The man had forgotten that “the wages of sin is 

death.” God doesn’t forget that. You may forget it; God doesn’t forget 

it. 

  

Now, the point of our text is this.  There are a people; blessed 

people; favoured people; saved people; redeemed people for whom 

those wages have been endured. And they come into the other part of 

that beautiful word: “But the gift of God is eternal life.” This is why it 

is so vital to be believing that Jesus died and rose again. It is by the 

leading of the Holy Ghost, to be brought to cast our anchor - 

 
“Upon a life we did not live, 

Upon a death we did not die, 

Another’s life, another’s death, 

To hang our whole eternity” 
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- that is what it is. And to be able to look into the empty tomb and 

praise God that it is empty, bless His dear name. It was once filled with 

the sacred humanity of the suffering Saviour, but now it’s empty. And 

to learn what Paul meant when he said, “He was delivered for our 

offences, and was raised again for our justification,” - our pardon - our 

forgiveness. O! to see in that blessed tomb; that empty tomb, the 

blessed sign of our salvation. “If we believe that Jesus died and rose 

again.” Do you believe it, friend? I don’t mean do you just accept it in 

your head, but is it resurrection power in your heart; is your whole 

religion hanging on it? That He died; that He rose again, took the same 

body again into union indissolubly again? It was in union still, even 

though He lay in the tomb, but friends, it was manifestly so when He 

came out of the tomb. Verily God and verily Man. Immanuel, God with 

us, never, ever again to lay aside that holy humanity by way of death: 

 
“Once He died our souls to save; 

Where’s thy victory, boasting Grave?” 

 

The grave is no longer a terror to the believer. It need not be, because 

the curse of the sting has been taken away out of it. 

 
“Now, the grave’s a downy bed, 

Embroidered round with blood;” 

 

if we believe that Jesus died and rose again. 

  

 Now, says the apostle in our text, this precious Jesus will appear 

again. Three appearings are spoken of in the Word of God. First of all, 

that one that has been, that is His coming in His incarnation to suffer 

bleed and die and rise again. The second appearing is that that He is 

entering into now, at the right hand of the Father: one we cannot see. 

But He appears in heaven for His dear people. As Aaron went behind 

the veil, bearing on his shoulder and heart the names of the children of 

Israel, so the dear Saviour appears in heaven on behalf of His dear 

people, always presenting the merits of His blood, always the perfume 

of His dear name, always the sweetness of His atoning sacrifice. It 
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never fails, it always prevails. They are always looked on by the dear 

Father in Christ, for Jesus’ sake. O what a wonderful thing if He is 

appearing in heaven for you and for me tonight! Have you got the proof 

of it friend? Have you pleaded that blessed name? Have you proved it 

to be a name above every name for you? A name that has brought 

answers down for Jesus’ sake? 

 

 But then there is a third appearing. This one in our text, when He 

will come again “the second time without sin unto salvation.” As I 

reminded you recently, how, when the scapegoat was taken into the 

wilderness and there left, that one upon whom the sins of the children 

of Israel had been confessed, it was taken away by a fit man. A man 

who had strength to do it took it right away and left it in the wilderness. 

And then the children of Israel waited for that man to come back empty 

handed. He had left the sin behind. So when the dear Saviour returns 

again it will be without sin. O what joy there will be in the hearts of 

God’s dear children when He comes without sin! He never had any sin 

of His own. But friends, He won’t come to resurrect His people’s sins. 

They are forever cast behind His back, forever drowned in His precious 

blood. Are yours there? Are mine there? 

 

 Now, it says, “The Lord Himself,” this same Jesus, not another 

Jesus. “The Lord Himself,” truly the Son of God, truly the Son of Man, 

“shall descend from heaven with a shout, “with a shout”, with the voice 

of the archangel, and with the trump of God.” Three things. And you 

will notice first of all (as I said just now) the suddenness of it. It will be 

a sudden event. “In the twinkling of an eye” we read in 1 Corinthians 

15. Instantaneously will this event take place, and the whole of creation 

here below and above will witness it. You say ‘impossible.’ With God 

all things are possible. Remember that. 

 

If you go to our little chapel in Southery, near there is a derelict 

church. And in the graveyard of the derelict church there is a most 

unusual grave. There is a grave out of which a tree is growing. 

Evidently the man who was buried there was an atheist. And he asked 

that, when he was buried, six feet of solid concrete be put over his 
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grave so he could defy the resurrection. And they did it. They buried 

his coffin and they put six feet of concrete over his grave. For many 

years it remained like that. But one year a little crack appeared in the 

concrete and a tiny sapling came up. And now a full-grown tree has 

split apart that concrete. Friend, it was a futile attempt, wasn’t it? That 

concrete wouldn’t hinder this resurrection morn. No! He’ll come with a 

shout and that voice will penetrate! There will be no deaf ears that day. 

There will be no blind eyes that day. There will be no dead hearts that 

day - all will feel - some will feel inexpressible joy, some inexpressible 

sorrow, but all will feel. O what a day that shout will bring! What 

tremendous consequences will flow from it! “Descend from heaven 

with a shout.” A shout of authority. As it were a ‘call to order’ in its 

creation. What a day that will be. “With a shout, with the voice of the 

archangel.” 

 

 We must of course, go back to that other shout for a moment. There 

was a wonderful shout, wasn’t there? On the cross of Calvary: (I say 

that most reverently). Jesus, when He had received the vinegar, cried 

with a loud voice, “It is finished.” What a wonderful shout that was! 

 
“It is finished,” said the Lord 

In His dying minute; 

Holy Ghost, repeat the word, 

Full salvation’s in it.” 

 

 But this is a different shout. This is the shout to the end of time. 

This is the shout to end gospel preaching. This is the shout to the end of 

God’s forbearance with this wretched earth here, with all its sin. It is 

the end of God’s longsuffering with the impenitent; the end of His long 

waiting to gather His elect from the four corners of the earth to 

Himself. “A shout, with the voice of the archangel.” Yes, the angels 

attended the giving of the law, we are told. Well, they also attended the 

coming of the Saviour in His birth. They will attend this coming; “With 

the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God.” This trumpet 

sound. “The trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 

incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” “The dead in Christ shall rise 
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first.” What power it will be! All the bodies of His dear people come 

forth from the graves - wherever they have been buried; whatever 

happened to their bodies when they left this earth, God will bring forth 

a body immortal, incorruptible, sinless, pure, holy, a God-glorifying 

body - how different to the one you and I are in now. How defiled by 

sin is our body! Be honest friend. That’s why you’ve got to die. But 

this body will be holy, it will be harmless, it will be undefiled, it will be 

like the body of Christ,  

 
“Made like Him, like Him we rise; 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies!” 

 

“The dead in Christ shall rise first.” - then those believers on the 

earth who are alive and remain. And friends, if I read the Word of God 

carefully, I believe it shows it will be a terrible day for the Church of 

Christ in that last day; as far as the situation of this earth is concerned. I 

believe there will be much opposition. O! the devil will be busy. He’ll 

know his time is so short he’ll be doing his worst. He will. I was 

reading only recently of how cruel the Nazis were in Holland in the last 

days of the Second World War, when they saw they were losing it, and 

they knew within even a week or two they’d be losing their grip on 

Europe. Those atrocities they committed in those last few weeks of the 

war were worse than all that had gone before. Friend, that’s how the 

devil is. When he knows his time is short, he’ll be doing his worst. He 

will. And then, in the midst of it all, this blessed event will take place, 

and my Jesus will return. And what a day it will be! O! what joy will 

light up the eyes of the hearts of God’s dear afflicted, persecuted, 

troubled, tried people! Yes, then we which are alive and remain are to 

be caught up - a catching up beyond the reach of Satan; beyond the 

reach of the world; beyond the reach of sin; beyond the reach of 

sorrow; beyond the reach of tears; beyond the reach of the devil himself 

and all his infernal crew. “Caught up together with them in the clouds, 

to meet the Lord”- what a meeting that will be! What a welcome He 

will give each soul! What a smile He will give to them! “Come in, thou 

blessed of the LORD;” He will say, “wherefore standest thou without?” 

“To meet the Lord in the air:…so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 
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Friend, there is ever so much speculation among godly people 

about what heaven is like, and what it will be to be there. We can’t say. 

But it’s described in that sentence: “so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 

And, to my mind, that’s all I need to know about it. 

 
“For ever with the Lord, 

Amen! so let it be!” 

 

said the good hymnwriter. “Wherefore comfort one another with these 

words” O! dear tried and troubled people tonight, those cast down ones 

we spoke of this morning; just a few more tears, just a few more 

sorrows, just a little more grief and it’ll be done, finished. Finished for 

ever, and your ransomed soul will be found among this blessed number, 

praising God to all eternity. “Wherefore comfort one another with these 

words.” 

 
“While our days on earth are lengthened, 

May we give them, Lord, to Thee; 

Cheered by hope, and daily strengthened, 

May we run, nor weary be;” 

 

O! in glory we will see Him face to face. 

 

But then, those solemn ones who are left. “One shall be taken, and 

the other left.” Just as it is impossible for me to describe the glories of 

the redeemed, it is just as impossible for me to describe the miseries of 

those who are lost. Paul says: “Knowing…the terror of the Lord, we 

persuade men.” It’s the gospel that saves, I recognize that, and I try to 

preach that to you: a precious Jesus; welcoming arms for poor needy 

sinners. But there is another side to it, isn’t there? This solemn 

judgment that awaits the lost. O! do weigh up your condition this 

evening, friend. 
“How stands the case, my soul, with thee, 

For heaven are thy credentials clear? 

Is Jesus Christ thine only plea? 

Is He thy great Forerunner there?” 
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Ah, you cannot say, dear friends, you’ve not heard from God’s 

Word, (I won’t say about my sermons), but I’ve shown you from God’s 

Word the truth of this matter. None of you can say you are ignorant 

intellectually of it. May God not leave you ignorant spiritually of it, 

less that day find you unawares - like the foolish virgins, “and the door 

was shut.” They were shut out and the wise were shut in. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




