
 1

Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 29
th

 January, 2006 

 

Text: “And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the 

stone from the door of the sepulchre?” (Mark 16, verse 3) 

 

Although this question was asked almost two thousand years ago, 

yet, it is as relevant to us this morning as it was to those dear women, 

who made their way, early that first day of the week, to the place where 

Jesus had lain. We know (because we know the end of the matter) that 

their expectation initially was not fulfilled. And yet, as always, (and it’s 

always the way with God’s dealings) He had some better thing for 

them. Or, as we read it in Hebrews, “some better thing for us.” And our 

text this morning has that word “us” in it. “Who shall roll us away the 

stone from the door of the sepulchre?” The Lord had some better thing 

for them. And God’s dealings are always like that. Although it was a 

grievous disappointment (with a capital ‘D’, we might say) when they 

found the tomb empty, yet, if you take that ‘D’ away and put an ‘H’ in 

front of it, (a capital ‘H’ indeed) - His appointment - you will see “that 

all things” indeed did “work together for good to them that love God, to 

them that are the called according to His purpose.” 

 

Now, child of God, there’s not a disappointment that comes into 

your life, but what He, in His own time and way, will make His 

appointment clear in it. You will find it was not against you; it was for 

you. It may have been a reproof; it may have been a chastening rod, but 

you will find, in the outworking of it, that that disappointment was 

something that was for your good - for God’s honour. And not only 

that: something in the end you will be so glad that it worked the way 

that God worked it, and not the way that you had planned and schemed, 

and tried to bring to pass. What He does is ever best. You perhaps can’t 

say that this morning with the confidence you would like to. You’re 

like these women with their disappointment. But friends, the Lord dealt 

with it. And may He deal with yours this morning, in the same way. 
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Now, I said this question is relevant to us two thousand years later. 

Why is it relevant? For two great reasons. One, because this stone is 

indicative to us of something that we need to be rolled away on our 

behalf, if we are to be saved. (I’ll come to that in a moment). There is a 

blessed doctrine here; there’s a gospel to be preached in answering our 

question this morning. Secondly, there’s not a believer here this 

morning, but what has not got some stones in the way, I’m sure. There 

are those matters with which you have to say just like these women - 

this hindrance; this stumbling block; this impossibility; this hard thing; 

this iron bar; this brazen gate: ‘Lord - “Who shall roll us away the stone 

from the door of the sepulchre?”’ You think of who the “us” were: 

these weak women. You may feel weak this morning. You compare 

yourself with their impossibility - it was a great stone; it was a heavy 

stone. It was fixed there, and it was fastened there, and it was to be kept 

there - because Pilate had decreed it was to be kept there. There were so 

many things against them. You may feel that with your stone this 

morning: there’s so much in it that seems to be against you. 

 

Yet, dear friends, like those of whom you’ve been singing in your 

first hymn this morning, (302), they ventured, though the stone was 

great; though it was rolled across the sepulchre, they still went. You 

might ask, ‘Peter, where were you? John, what were you doing? 

Matthew, why are you still at home?’ Well, I think unbelief kept them 

where they were, didn’t it? But these three women came, and at the 

bottom of their religion there were just three words which took them on 

their way. And those three words were: “Who can tell?” They didn’t 

know how the stone could be rolled away. They didn’t know how they 

could get access to the tomb. They didn’t know how they could see 

what they thought and hoped they would see. Yet they ventured. And 

their venture is one of the most remarkable ventures in the whole of the 

Word of God. It is a wonderful encouragement to venturing souls this 

morning; those who feel that they must venture, though there seems to 

be a stone in the way. 

 

But what did they prove? They proved what we read of in Isaiah 

65: “And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and 
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while they are yet speaking, I will hear.” I believe venturing souls will 

find that. Esther found it when she ventured into the presence of King 

Ahasuerus; the golden sceptre was extended toward her. God moved 

that sceptre, not the king. True, it was the king’s hand that held it, but 

friend, God moved his hand, I tell you. And God moved his heart 

toward her. It was God’s work, and she recognized that as well. Ruth 

ventured into the gleaning field of Boaz. And that was a venture indeed, 

wasn’t it? But the Lord went before her. And so we could go on 

through Scripture. I say, the Lord loves those who walk in the word of 

Psalm 34 - it’s a beautiful word that, isn’t it? - “O taste and see that the 

LORD is good.” O! venture, venture on Him. I was going to say, ‘Put 

Him to the test.’ I hope that doesn’t sound irreverent. 

 
“Fear Him, ye saints, and you will then 

Have nothing else to fear.” 

 

And that’s true. “O taste and see the LORD is good: blessed is the man 

that trusteth in Him.” 

 

 Let us come first of all to this stone in the blessed gospel which it 

preaches before us this morning. For, as we read, the dear Lord Jesus 

Christ had suffered and bled and died. Loving hands had taken Him 

down from the cross. Whose hands were they? Let us just ponder that 

for a moment. Two men in particular (we are told) had a hand in that. 

One was Joseph of Arimathæa, and the other was Nicodemus. Up until 

the time of the cross, they had remained secret disciples. But a view of 

Christ crucified brought them out; they could no longer hold their 

peace. Indeed, the very stones would have cried out, had they done so. 

If you get a glimpse of Jesus Christ and Him crucified, the very stones 

will cry out if you hold your peace. You will have to say: “Behold the 

Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” You will have 

to say: 

 
“Here it is I find my heaven, 

 While upon the Lamb I gaze; 

 Love I much? I’ve much forgiven; 

 I’m a miracle of grace.” 
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It brought them forth. Those hidden ones here this morning - you need 

bringing forth, don’t you? Some of us feel to need it again. What will 

bring us forth? A glimpse of Jesus Christ and Him crucified - that will 

bring us forth. O, it will. May God give it; may He grant it. That 

longing desire: “We would see Jesus.” Yes, 

 
“Object of my first desire, 

  Jesus, crucified for me; 

  All to happiness aspire, 

  Only to be found in Thee.” 

 

 These two men take down His body; they lovingly lay it in the 

tomb. Then they roll a great stone across it, and these women in our 

text “beheld where He was laid.” They marked the spot; they resolved 

that, when the Sabbath was over, they would come back to it, and show 

their love. They thought they would be performing the last offices for 

the departed One, whose departing they mourned so deeply and so 

vividly; so acutely. Who can describe the depth of their sorrow? 

Everything about the whole matter seemed to make it worse, didn’t it? 

It wasn’t just a natural death. In one sense, yes, One had been taken. 

But it was more than that! Why hadn’t He come down from the cross, 

when they knew He could have done? He had healed the blind; He had 

dealt with the sick; He had raised the dead Himself! And then the 

injustice of it all, the cruelty of it all! His innocence, midst all the 

degradation they heaped on Him! Why, O, why, O, why? These 

questions filled their poor minds. They couldn’t lay it straight. It 

seemed a victory the devil had gained. 

 
“Blind unbelief is sure to err, 

 And scan His work in vain; 

 God is His own interpreter, 

 And He will make it plain.” 

 

 

You have been doing it, haven’t you? Doing it all week perhaps - 

scanning God’s work in vain. And you have come to the conclusion: 
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everything seems wrong. Everything’s out of order; everything’s out of 

place. You’ve forgotten who is on the throne; you’ve forgotten who 

holds all nature in His hand, and you’ve forgotten that He balances the 

clouds. You’ve forgotten: “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 

right?” You’ve forgotten this: “He is Lord of lords, and King of kings.” 

Our “life’s minutest circumstance is subject to His eye.” 

 

 Now, we come back to the tomb. Something else is done. The Jews 

weren’t satisfied with having Him crucified. No. They were more ready 

to believe His words than His own disciples. They had heard that He 

was going to rise from the dead after the third day, and they were not 

going to allow that if they could help it. So they go to Pilate. ‘Can we 

have the stone sealed? And can we have a watch put on it, so the 

disciples can’t say He’s risen from the dead?’ Unwittingly, they 

provided a guard for that holy body in a natural sense, so that, really, 

they defeated their own object. Because, when He was risen from the 

dead, though they told a lie for many generations, yet friends, in their 

heart of hearts they knew that He had come forth from that tomb, 

despite the watch; despite the stone; despite the guard and despite their 

envy and despite their prejudice; despite their bitterness. All that 

couldn’t prevent it. And that’s a mercy. You know, dear friends, all that 

is in sinner’s hearts can’t prevent His work; unbelief, enmity, pride, 

prejudice, resentment - it’s all there. But friends, when He puts forth 

His hand to the work, none will stay it; none will hinder it. As He came 

forth from the tomb, so He can bring forth in the heart of an unbeliever 

a work of grace. Free grace - “Sovereign grace o’er sin abounding!” 

That is all the fruit of Christ’s resurrection. 

 

 Let’s come back to the tomb again. And let’s come back to the 

stone again. There are three things about that stone I want you to 

remember. First of all its charge, secondly its condemnation and thirdly 

its separation. 

 

 First of all, I come to its charge. In a sense, you see, the Almighty 

Prisoner, (as the hymnwriter describes Him), who lay entombed there, 

had been charged. I am not speaking about the dishonourable, 
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disreputable charge that the Jews laid against Him. We leave them. But 

I come to that great charge that God the Father laid against His Son as 

the surety for His people. What was it? Their sins were charged to Him 

to deal with: that was the charge. That was the charge. And what a 

solemn charge it was. Yes, 

  
“In guilt’s dark dungeon when we lay, 

 Mercy cried, “Spare;” and Justice, “Slay.” 

 But Jesus answered, “Set them free, 

 And pardon them and punish Me.” 

 

That’s what He prayed for; that’s what He begged, and that’s what He 

willed, and that’s what he decreed, and that’s what it is. Blessed be God 

- the charge laid to His account. Friend, if your sin has not been laid to 

His account, they are at your account, and that’s a solemn thought. In 

that great day when you stand before that judgment seat you’ve been 

singing of just now! O! if there’s none whose borne your sin away, 

none against whom the charge of your sin has been laid - then it’s 

against your door! And friends, all the sufferings of eternal misery 

won’t remove that charge from the lost in hell. Do remember that. We 

have to say it. We must say it - the Word of God commands me to say 

it. There are a people for whom the charge was laid against the 

Substitute, that they might be free from it. And this stone represents 

that charge; the law demanded it. The law brought the accusation. 

 

 Now we have the condemnation following the charge. His Church 

was guilty. The Surety undertook to take the guilt away. What was 

required? Death. “The wages of sin is death.” That is God’s decree. 

And He won’t alter it. And so death was demanded. 

 
“He knew how wicked men had been, 

 And knew that God must punish sin, 

 So for His people Jesus said, 

He’d bear the punishment instead.” 

 

So, the condemnation went forth; the sentence was passed; the 

Substitute must die, and He did. And so He lays in His tomb after His 
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death, His holy soul fled into the bosom of His Father, His holy body 

held in the tomb for a season. 

 

 Now we come to the separation; the stone separated. You see, those 

who are imprisoned are separated from those who are free. And those 

who are in the tomb are separated from those who are alive. There was 

a separation. And in a sense, as Christ lay there, it was as if His whole 

Church lay there with Him - separated from the freedom and the liberty 

and the life. But now you see the stone rolled away. Who rolled it 

away? The women didn’t. And friends, you can’t roll this great stone 

away. The soldiers didn’t who guarded it. No. God Almighty did it. 

God Almighty did it - and He sent His angel from heaven so to do. 

 

And so, dear friends, as the stone was rolled away literally, so, in a 

gospel sense, when Jesus rose from the dead, the stone was rolled away 

- those three things were dealt with. The charge: go to Romans 8. Now 

we see the three things together: “Who shall lay any thing to the charge 

of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth.” There was the charge and God 

justifying His people by laying the charge against His Son. “Who is he 

that condemneth?” That’s the second thing about the stone. “Christ that 

died,” there’s the answer to it: “yea rather, that is risen again, who is 

even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.” 

And now we come to the separation - the stone rolled away: “Who shall 

separate us from the love of Christ?” Think of all the stones - your 

stones: tribulation, distress, persecution. Paul named one thing after 

another. Like great stones in the way. Will they separate? No. “I am 

persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 

powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 

nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 

God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Your stone does not separate 

you from the love of God, child of God; it cannot! You say, ‘But I am 

guilty!’- He’s rolled the stone away. ‘I’m tempted!’- He’s rolled the 

stone away. ‘I’m burdened!’- He’s rolled the stone away. Friend, I 

don’t mind what your stone is this morning - in the rolling of this stone 

away, there’s a blessed prospect for you: He’ll roll that stone away, in 

His own time and in His own way. It’s assured. As sure as this stone 
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was rolled away, nothing could hold the Redeemer in His tomb. And 

so, friend, in God’s time, He’ll so roll that stone away that no power in 

heaven or hell can put it back. No. “Who shall roll us away the stone?” 

It is the very essence of the gospel: “Delivered for our offences, and 

was raised again for our justification.” This is the gospel; this is the 

doctrine of our subject this morning. 

 

 We come back to the “us”. We must be faithful; we must be clear. 

Who are the “us” in our text? Well, dear friends, they are those who 

know the power of Christ’s resurrection: they are the ones. Who are 

they? Listen. Ephesians 2, verse 1: “And you hath He quickened, who 

were dead in trespasses and sins,” yes, but now, (O, blessed now) “but 

God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, 

even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 

Christ, …and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together.” 

Three ‘togethers.’ “Quickened;”  “Raised;” “Sat.” “Quickened” - that’s 

the new life given. “Raised” - raised above this earth; raised above the 

curse of the law; raised above our sins: blessed raising. And then, “Sat 

together” – established; united with Christ. That’s the prospect. That’s 

the fruit of His resurrection. And it begins with that quickening breath: 

“you hath He quickened.” You don’t realise His blessings all at once; 

“precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and 

there a little.” But friends, the root of it lies in: “you hath He 

quickened.” And they will prove the stone rolled away. “Who shall roll 

us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?” Praise God from 

whom all blessings flow, He’s done it, the Father did it, the Son did it 

and the Holy Ghost does it, dear friends, when He applies these blessed 

truths to the hearts of His quickened family. 

 

“Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?” 

Go back to the “us” again for a minute. These three women; they 

represent the Church of God in so many ways, don’t they? They were 

weak; they were vulnerable. It was no time for them to be out in the 

dark, really. The sun hadn’t quite risen; they came at the rising of the 

sun. They left their home in the dark to find “Him, whom their soul 

loveth.” And yet, the Lord didn’t condemn them. He didn’t turn them 
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away. And though their faith was indeed small, they didn’t look beyond 

the tomb to the resurrection, did they? And your faith may be very 

small. You see, our little faith has a little, short agenda, hasn’t it? It can 

only see a step at a time. The Lord didn’t condemn them for that, did 

He? No, He just took them one step at a time, until they saw the place 

where the Lord was lain. 

 

Now, just go back into the tomb for a moment. Turn with me by 

living faith a minute, child of God, just glance within it for a moment, 

and what do you see? It’s empty - He was there.  How do we know He 

was there? Because the grave clothes (and they were significant of the 

laws’ demands), the grave clothes were laid there. He did not come 

forth in His grave clothes, like Lazarus did. No. They were laid aside, 

showing that the law was satisfied.  You can read it in the gospels. He 

came forth in His own glorious resurrection garments. And friends, for 

the Church of God, what is that? His obedience. That’s the garment He 

clothes His people with. Not the grave clothes of the law - they will 

never do it. It’s the gospel that saves. The law shows us our 

condemnation; the gospel our salvation, if we are partakers of it, of 

course. 

 

 So, He came forth from the tomb. And these dear women, though 

they found it so hard to believe, yet, in the end, it was clearly seen: He 

had been “delivered for our offences,” says Paul, “and was raised again 

for our justification.” This is the gospel, and I hope you love it as I 

believe I love it, too. It is my only hope. “And if Christ be not risen, 

then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.” You read 1 

Corinthians 15; it tells you that. “But now is Christ risen from the dead, 

and become the firstfruits of them that slept. For since by man came 

death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead…. every man in 

his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at 

His coming.” “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 

victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But 

thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” You know, dear friends, we take the bodies of our loved ones 

(believers, I am now speaking of) to the grave, and we lay them there 
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and we leave them there. It’s like a great stone over them, isn’t it? 

“Who shall roll us away the stone?” “The Lord Himself shall descend 

from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel…and the 

dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall 

be caught up together with them in the clouds,” (and there’s that word 

‘together’ again) “to meet the Lord in the air: so shall we ever be with 

the Lord.” He’ll roll away the stone of all the graves of His dear people; 

it must be so. It will be so. An immortal, incorruptible body will come 

forth, fit for heaven; fit for Christ’s presence; fit to “praise God from 

whom all blessings flow,” to all eternity. Friends, this is the great end 

of the gospel. And I hope that’s why we’re met here this morning. With 

this prospect; desiring to have a part in it. “Who shall roll us away the 

stone from the door of the sepulchre?” 

 

 Now we turn to the other interpretation of it. While you are 

pressing on through those crowds you were singing of in your opening 

hymn, you will have many stones in the way. Many stones in the way, 

particularly “if unto Jesus thou art bound.” And these dear women were 

bound unto Jesus, weren’t they? They were trying to find ‘Him who 

their soul loveth.’ And though their sight was very dim, and their faith 

very feeble, and there was much they needed to be taught, this is what 

they were after: “we would see Jesus.” And friends, that may be where 

you are this morning; I hope it’s where you are this morning. But O, 

there are so many hindrances, aren’t there? Hindrances in your poor 

soul; a hard heart, unbelief, the devil, the world, the flesh. And then 

there are those hindrances in your circumstances. Various things this 

way and that way, and they are all in the way, it seems. You can’t get 

round them, you can’t get by them, you can’t get over them and you 

can’t get through them. And here’s the question you have been asking; 

you’ve come to the House of God this morning with your stone: ‘Who 

shall roll it away for us, Lord? Who shall do it?’ The same God who 

did it for these women, He’ll do it. 

 

Let me tell you something about your stone. First of all, the Word 

of God says it’s very great. And God doesn’t exaggerate. He means it 

to be so great, friend, that you can’t move it with your wisdom, and 
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with your strength, and with your schemes. No. Prayer will be the 

answer to this stone, begging the almighty arm of God to come on your 

behalf; that alone can move it. It is very great, the Lord means it to be 

very great, so that you despair of any help in self, and despair of any 

human arm. You are shut up to prayer and prayer alone with this stone. 

The Lord means it to be so. 

 

Again, what about this stone, may we say? Well, dear friends, the 

Lord has put it there. You say, it was Nicodemus and Joseph of 

Arimathaea, who rolled it across. The Lord ordained it should be so. 

They were the instruments. And that stone which is in the way, dear 

friend, at the moment, in your pathway; God has ordained it should be 

there. You may not believe it, but it’s true. Go to Isaiah 49. There’s a 

beautiful word there: “I will make all My mountains a way.” You say, 

‘They’re mine!’ You thought they were yours. That’s why you’re 

staggering to and fro like a drunken man under the weight of it, isn’t it? 

The Lord says, ‘No. They’re My mountains; I put them there. And I 

will remove them.’ That’s what He puts before your little faith this 

morning: this stone. ‘I put it there, and I put it there not to crush you; 

not to oppress you; not to destroy you. I put it there that you may prove 

that I am your God.’ That’s why He’s put it there; that you’ll have a 

living witness, like these dear women had.  Prayer was answered: 

“when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away.” A mighty 

miracle had been performed. Even an earthquake had taken place, that 

they might have a glimpse (not what they thought they were going to 

see) of an empty tomb. 

 

I have told you many times, and I’ll tell you again; the stone was 

not rolled away that Jesus might come forth. He could have come forth 

without that. It was rolled away that you might look inside and see the 

empty tomb; see where He lay; see what He’s done. That’s why it’s 

there, friends. And to come back out of the tomb, as it were, into the 

light of His resurrection. Sometimes, as it were, He rolls the stone away 

in your pathway, and He bids you look inside. You have to remember 

all the ingredients of that that brought this stone to be where it was. But 

it’s empty, it’s empty! What does it mean, dear friends? You come 
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forth out (as it were) of that tomb where you have been looking and 

gazing, and you see deliverance. Deliverance: 

 
“See from the dungeon of the dead, 

 Our great Deliverer rise; 

 

That’s one of His names: “Deliverer” And friend, He can deliver you in 

these great matters that lie before you. “Who shall roll us” - poor, weak, 

unbelieving, feeble us - “away the stone from the door of the 

sepulchre? And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled 

away: for it was very great.” 

 

Now, in the Word of God, we have several examples of those who 

walked in the same way as these dear women did. They found God to 

be just as gracious. And He is as gracious, dear friends, this morning as 

He has ever been. Go back to Ruth. What a stone that was that was in 

the way the day she had to sit still! What was the stone? The stone was 

this: that there was that nearer kinsman who could (had he wanted to) 

have been the one who would buy the field, and thus wed her. But 

friends, that was a hindrance to her. It was Boaz she loved; the exercise 

was about Boaz, and no-one else. “Sit still, my daughter, until thou 

know how the matter will fall: for the man will not be in rest, until he 

have finished the thing this day.” The stone was rolled away, you 

know. The Lord did it. The Lord did it. He moved the heart of the 

nearer kinsman, so that he felt he couldn’t undertake this responsibility. 

And Boaz’ loving heart was waiting. And that tells us about the 

heavenly Boaz. There are three things about Him which I want you to 

remember this morning concerning your stone. First of all, He is able. 

Secondly, He is willing. Thirdly, He is ready. Three things about your 

stone. He is able. O, I do like Jeremiah’s words. I pondered this 

morning, before I came out to preach, Jeremiah 32: “Behold, I am the 

Lord, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for Me?” 

Jeremiah believed the Lord was able. Do you believe that this morning? 

Have you come that far with your stone; that the Lord could move it, if 

it be but His will? Like the leper who came to the Lord Jesus Christ: 

“Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst.” There it is, you see - this ability of the 
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Lord. Secondly, He is willing. You say, ‘I wish I could believe that as 

surely as you say it.’ What did He say to Martha? “Said I not unto thee, 

that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?” - 

‘Martha, I am not only able, I am willing to manage this matter for you. 

I’ve 

 
“… engaged to manage all, 

 By the way and to the end.” 

 

‘I’m willing.’ 

 

Furthermore, He was ready to roll away this stone, wasn’t He? 

Waiting to be gracious. There is a time for Him to roll away our stone, 

and sometimes He says: “My time is not yet come.” There was a 

moment to roll away this stone. Three days and nights had to pass 

before the stone was rolled. Now, you may be in that path at the 

moment, waiting for, as it were, that resurrection moment when He’ll 

roll away the stone. But it will come, it will come. I do like those words 

in Hosea - they really match our text, very strikingly. Listen to these 

words in Hosea 6: “Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for He hath 

torn, and He will heal us; He hath smitten, and He will bind us up. 

After two days will He revive us:” - (the same “us” as is in our text) - in 

the third day He will raise us up, and we shall live in His sight. Then 

shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: His going forth is 

prepared as the morning.” In other words, it’s as certain as the morning, 

more so, (there is one morning when the sun will never rise again), but 

His going forth is more certain than that. “And He shall come unto us 

as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth.” Why is your 

stone there, friend? So that, when He removes it, you’ll be able say 

with Hosea; “Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD.” 

That’s why it’s there. So when it’s removed, you’ll be able to say, with 

God given confidence: ‘We are following on to know the Lord, to 

know His ability; to know His willingness; to know His readiness; to 

know the power of His resurrection; to know that He is not unmindful 

of our difficulties; to know that He knows our frame - remembers that 

we are but dust; to know that: “The LORD is good, a strong-hold in the 
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day of trouble; and He knoweth them that trust in Him,”’ - to know all 

these things, for they are proved through experience. They are. “Who 

shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?” 

 

Now, one last brief line of thought. I said at the outset, and I’ll say 

it again. Our disappointments are His appointments. And one of our 

hymns, 395, says this: 

 
“To praying souls He always grants 

 More than they can express.” 

 

These praying women; their desire was really just this: ‘Lord, give 

us just one last glimpse of the departed Saviour’s body and lovely face, 

that we might, as it were, kiss Him with the kisses of our mouth, for the 

last time.’ That’s what they thought, and that’s what they desired. But 

He gave them more than they could express. O, He did! But, it was 

through a disappointment. Like David, which we read (and I do like 

that) when He wanted to build the temple. It was a good desire. At first 

Nathan approved of it and encouraged him in it. But then he had to go 

back with a word from the Lord: ‘No, David. You will not build the 

house.’ But the Lord spoke to David. He said: ‘I will build you a house, 

David. And it won’t be a natural house; it will be a spiritual house, in 

the coming of the dear Saviour.’ And what did David say when the 

Lord turned this disappointment into His appointment? “Who am I, O 

Lord GOD? and what is my house, that Thou hast brought me hitherto?” 

The dear man blessed God for the disappointment. God gave him more 

than he could have ever have expressed. 

 

 And so it was with these dear women. In the end it was a living 

Jesus that was seen; it was a risen Jesus that was seen. They were glad 

the tomb was empty! They blessed God’s dear name for the empty 

tomb after that! What did they do with the myrrh and the spices? We 

are not told. But, there is something we can say about the myrrh and the 

spices they brought. They were the fruit of love. And God accepted it 

as such. Yes. The Lord knows where there’s love in the heart. 
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“Lord, it is my chief complaint, 

 That my love is cold and faint; 

 Yet I love Thee and adore; 

 O for grace to love Thee more!” 

 

 “Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?” 

See the answer, dear friend - Christ hath done it. God the Father, God 

the Son and God the Holy Ghost ordained it. And He’s the same today 

as yesterday; as tomorrow. He’ll roll away all your stones, till that last 

stone of death is rolled away, and eventually, the last stone of the grave 

rolled away, and you come into that beautiful word: 

 
“Made like Him, like Him we rise; 

 Ours the cross, the grave, the skies!” 
 

That’s the end of all real religion. And may it be yours and mine.  

 

Amen. 

 

 




