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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 5
th

 February, 2006 

 

Text: “And He said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give 

thee rest.”  (Exodus 33, verse 14) 

 

 And dear friend, if He says that to you, in the power of the Spirit, 

this morning, you have all that you could possibly need, both for 

present and future needs, right to the end and the conclusion of the 

pathway; the pilgrimage of faith. How encouraged and strengthened 

God’s servant Moses must have been, to hear this from the very lips of 

God Himself: “My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee 

rest.” 

 

Now, those of you who know your Bibles well, will say, ‘Did 

Moses need the Lord to say it again? You have often told us what took 

place at the burning bush, where the Lord said to him: “Certainly I will 

be with thee.” You have often told us that, “whatsoever God doeth, it 

shall be for ever,” and God doesn’t change. In one sense, there was no 

need for the Lord to repeat it. But it is true, that what He said at the 

burning bush, was a promise that took Moses right through the 

wilderness, and landed him safe in glory at the end of it, as well. But, 

on the other hand, we read in God’s Word, (at least, not the exact 

words, but the principle is there many times over) that: 

 
“…grace, tho’ the smallest, shall surely be tried.” 

 

And words that God gives, if they are from the Lord, you must expect 

them to be tried. Indeed, it says in one of the early Psalms: “The words 

of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, 

purified seven times.” 

 

 Moses was passing through one of the trials and the testings of the 

word that had been given him at the burning bush. And I know not, 

there may be one here this morning, to whom the Lord has given a 
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word in days gone by. Now you’ve come to a testing time of it; a time 

when it’s put into the fire; when it’s having to pass through deep 

waters. Perhaps it’s even in Satan’s sieve. You wonder whether the 

word will come through it, and whether you’ll come through with the 

word. Let me say for your encouragement: it is very true that God will 

never repent of what He has said to His children. He will never undo 

and He will never disannul His own promises. [“For the LORD of hosts 

hath purposed, and who shall disannul it? And His hand is stretched 

out, and who shall turn it back?”] It is a mercy when, from time to time, 

He confirms them. It is not wrong for you to ask the Lord to confirm 

them. We read, in 1 Corinthians, that precious declaration: “Who shall 

also confirm you unto the end.” That doesn’t mean you should give 

way wrongly to unbelief; it doesn’t mean you should cast away what 

God has done for you. “Cast not away therefore your confidence, which 

hath great recompence of reward.” When you ask God to confirm His 

word, God doesn’t need strengthening. His word doesn’t need 

strengthening – what does need strengthening is your faith in the word; 

it’s your faith that needs confirming. 

 

 Now that’s what the Lord did for Moses here. He confirmed his 

faith; He strengthened it. (That’s what the word confirming means –

‘strengthened.’) In Isaiah 35 we have that beautiful expression: 

“Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say to 

them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God 

will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; He will come 

and save you.” That was a confirming and a strengthening word. If 

someone was running a race and their knees gave way, they wouldn’t 

be able to go on any longer. But if their knees were confirmed, they 

could go on running. That’s just what the Lord did for Moses here. 

 

Now some of God’s dear people, perhaps those who have the 

greatest trials, need the most confirming. I think of dear Gideon. It was 

a very difficult day for Gideon. The Midianites had absolutely ravished 

the land. The very fact that he was threshing his wheat behind the 

winepress, hiding it from them, was an indication of how difficult the 

day was. And when the angel of the Lord appeared to him and said: 
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“Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel,” (as one man) the man 

couldn’t believe it. He needed many confirmings – the fleece wet; the 

fleece dry. He needed the angel to accept the sacrifice. And the Lord 

even gave an extra one, (a very precious one) when he was given to 

hear the dream of one of the Midianites in the tent. The Lord confirmed 

Gideon in the way. Perhaps that’s why you’ve come this morning; 

you’ve asked for a confirming word. Now, I can’t give it, but if God 

has given me this word to preach from this morning, then, through my 

poor ministry, may He confirm the word to you. Or perhaps it may be 

one here has the need of it the first time. For Moses had a first time – 

that was at the burning bush: “Certainly I will be with thee.” It may be 

a first time for one of you, or it may be a confirming time. But, 

whatever it is, may the Holy Ghost make it spirit and life to you. 

 

Why did Moses need a confirming word? Because he had come to a 

great crisis. You see, there was a no more-favoured people than God’s 

ancient people. Wonderful things had been done for them. “Wondrous 

works in the land of Ham,” we read in Psalm 106. The land of Ham 

was the land of Egypt. They had seen the Lord’s hand in delivering 

them from Egypt. They had come through the Red Sea, and they had 

seen their enemies dead on the seashore. Even on the wilderness 

journey: already the manna had been falling, and the waters of Marah 

had been made sweet. They had every reason to believe that God was 

with them. Then Moses was taken up the mount for the giving of the 

law, and then for forty days and forty nights he was absent. And what 

happened? The rebels among the people said: “Up, make us gods, 

which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us 

up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him.” What 

did they do? They took the gold that was with them, – that they had 

spoiled the Egyptians with, – and made a golden calf and bowed down 

and worshipped it. “And they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which 

brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.” What folly, what blasphemy, 

(we may say) what an insult to the God of Israel, was their idolatry! It 

was a sin against light and knowledge. No wonder, when God made 

this known to Moses, (that is the terrible sin and the chastisement that 

was going to come upon them for it) God even said to Moses that he 
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would no longer go with them. In fact, the very first sentence of this 

chapter says, “And the LORD said unto Moses, Depart, and go up 

hence.” That word ‘depart’ was the word that filled Moses with much 

dread. ‘Depart, Lord? Does that mean Thou wilt not go with us?’ Could 

Moses do that – go without the Lord? 

 
“Depart from Thee? – ‘tis death – ‘tis more; 

‘Tis endless ruin, deep despair!” 

 

– Every living soul says that. Do you say that? If the Lord said to you 

this morning: ‘Now – depart;’ and gave you no indication of His 

presence in the way, (whatever it may be) would that help you? Not if 

you are a living child of God. You would be like Moses; you would 

stand still, and you would be wrestling. ‘Lord, we cannot go, unless we 

are sure Thou wilt be with us – that’s what we need to know; that’s the 

confirmation we’re waiting for; this is the strengthening word to our 

faith we are begging for. Lord, speak.’ 

 
“The way I walk cannot be wrong, 

If Jesus be but there.” 

 

Moses was on good ground.  He went back to the Lord and said, 

‘Lord, this is a burden Thou didst give me. I did not take it on in my 

own strength; reluctantly I took it.’ He could say that. He had tried hard 

to evade it, when the Lord visited him at the burning bush, but he was 

made willing in the day of God’s power. He could say to the Lord, 

‘Lord, this is Thy people; this is Thy cause; this is Thy family.’ And in 

a national, covenant sense, they were God’s children. They were not all 

spiritual children of God, (that was very evident) but they were God’s 

children in the covenant sense, – as far as that national covenant that 

had been given to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob concerning the land of 

Israel, and the nation of Israel. Moses could say, ‘Lord, they are Thy 

people; this is Thy concern; this is Thy burden, Lord.’ And the Lord 

wasn’t angry with Moses for saying that. So, when he said in the 

previous verse: “Now therefore, I pray Thee, if I have found grace in 

Thy sight, shew me now Thy way, that I may know Thee, that I may 

find grace in Thy sight:” and then he pleads, “and consider that this 
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nation is Thy people.” Then the Lord gave the answer: “And He said, 

My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest.” This cleared 

the matter up. Now Moses had all he needed. Though it had been a 

great crisis, and the Lord had been angry with His people, (justly so) 

and His chastening hand had been upon them, yet, here was the 

restoring mercy of God. “And He said, My presence shall go with thee, 

and I will give thee rest.” 

 

 Let us ask then, first of all, who is it who says it? “He said.” Aaron 

didn’t say it. Poor Aaron proved a very broken reed at this time, didn’t 

he? They persuaded Aaron to make the golden calf. Now that’s very 

surprising. Aaron was a well-taught man; a man who had fellowship 

with God. Yet, he was persuaded by the idolaters to make that golden 

calf. Doesn’t it show, dear friends, how we all need to be kept? If 

Aaron could fall like that, then you can: and so can I. We need to be 

kept. “Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” 

 

But, you remember, God was teaching Moses a lesson here. Down 

in the desert, at the burning bush, in that wonderful experience, Moses 

said he wasn’t eloquent, unlike his brother Aaron. The Lord was angry 

with Moses then. Although Aaron did become the spokesman in many 

ways, in this particular path Moses was now in, he proved the folly of 

leaning on any arm of flesh. Friends, it will not do. God will be God, 

and God alone.  
“The arm of flesh will fail you; 

  Ye dare not trust your own.” 

 

Now, that is the first point of our text this morning: it’s God who said 

it. Not Aaron; not anyone else; not Moses’ wife; not his parents or 

in-laws; not any of those (and they were, no doubt, people who were 

with him in the pathway.) But He said it – Moses’ God said it. “He 

said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest.” 

 

 The second thing we must notice is this: that He promises to Moses 

His presence. And this is the crowning blessing in the pathway of any 

child of God, in any particular position and condition they come into. 
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Beds of affliction, paths of bereavement, disappointments, 

discouragements, new chapters in life, new relationships – all these 

things, dear friends, if they are without God’s presence, they will do 

you no good. O, how Moses says in the next verse: “If Thy presence go 

not with me, carry us not up hence.” He knew that, without God’s 

presence, it would be totally futile; a barren night in his soul – it would 

be a disaster. But, what a wonderful thing it is when the Lord says: 

“My presence shall go with thee.” That confirms the matter; that settles 

it. 
“The way I walk cannot be wrong, 

If Jesus be but there.” 

 

Moses now had something to lean upon afresh; something to take back 

to His God again and say: ‘Now Thou saidst it.’ “My presence.” 

 

 Now, there are many other things. We read in Psalm 23, (a very 

well known Psalm) “Thou preparest a table before me in the presence 

of mine enemies.” But notice: though the enemies were there – the 

Good Shepherd was there. That’s the point. You may have many 

enemies this morning – sin, self, the devil, the world, the flesh and 

many other sources as well. Things coming against you. But, if the 

Good Shepherd is with you, He can prepare a table for your soul in the 

midst of all those opposing forces. He can! “Thou preparest a table 

before me in the presence of mine enemies.” It’s a very precious word, 

isn’t it? You see, the Shepherd was present; He was there! 

 

Go to 1 Peter 5, and again you read of a little flock, and you read of 

a roaring lion. You know what a roaring lion would do in a flock of 

sheep: there wouldn’t be many left after five minutes. But, dear friends, 

the Chief Shepherd was there. He who said: “Casting all your care upon 

Him, for He careth for you.” That kept the enemy at bay, didn’t it? That 

preserved the sheep; that was a wall of fire about them. It was just the 

same for Moses here. He was surrounded by enemies; he was 

surrounded by troubles; surrounded by difficulties. And no doubt the 

greatest difficulty Moses had, was with himself. ‘But,’ you say, ‘Moses 

was a meek man!’ Only by grace – Moses by nature wasn’t a meek man 
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– we know that. Moses, by nature, could slay a man in anger – we read 

of that. Moses, by nature, smote the rock when God told him to speak 

to it; he was angry. Even in the previous chapter, he had, in anger, cast 

down the tables of stone. Righteous indignation it certainly was, but, I 

wonder if it could be said that there was no sin in that anger? After all, 

he was in the flesh, wasn’t he? As the type of the law, it was righteous 

anger; righteous indignation. But remember, Moses himself was in the 

flesh.  And it’s very, very difficult to be angry, and sin not. “Be ye 

angry and sin not.” It’s very difficult. O, when you resort to anger, you 

watch your spirit, friend, and look at your motives. How soon words go 

beyond what they ought to; and actions as well. How Moses needed 

God’s presence! I tell you, he needed that more with himself, than 

anything else. That was the only thing that kept Moses meek: God’s 

presence. 

 

Now, you may not have the same affliction as Moses had in his 

temperament. “The heart knoweth his own bitterness.” Whatever it may 

be, dear friend, in your temperament that is an affliction to you: (I hope 

it is an affliction to you) this is the answer to it. Is it impatience? Is it 

rebellion? Is it self will? Is it self righteousness? Is it unbelief? What is 

it that is your besetting sin? What is it that troubles you most, brings 

you low first? Perhaps you’ve been struggling with it; striving with it 

all week: trying to keep it under in its place. And have you succeeded? 

No, of course you haven’t. Because you’ve tried in your own strength, 

haven’t you? Now listen. This is the answer to it: “My presence.” That 

will do it. 
  “In Thy presence I am happy; 

In Thy presence I’m secure; 

In Thy presence all afflictions 

I can easily endure.” 

 

  In Thy presence I can conquer, 

  I can suffer, I can die.” 

 

“My presence” – that’s the answer to it. It’s the answer to today and it’s 

the answer to tomorrow, as well. This coming week – what you need is 

His presence. You say, ‘Well, I wish I knew what was going to take 
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place tomorrow, and this week.’ You don’t need to know. All you need 

to know, child of God, is this: “My presence shall go with thee.” You 

can leave the rest with Him. Leave the rest with Him – “Commit thy 

way unto the LORD; trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass.” 

What will He bring to pass? His work in your heart. What will He bring 

to pass? His will for you. What will He bring to pass? That that is most 

for His honour and glory. What will He bring to pass? That that is for 

the good of your never dying soul. What will He bring to pass? That 

that He’s promised to do for you. “My presence shall go with thee, and 

I will give thee rest.” 

 

What is the effect, then, of God’s presence? First of all, it is a 

humbling presence. You cannot be in the presence of Almighty God 

feelingly, and not be humbled. If you are strutting around with your 

religion this morning, and boasting of it, as if it’s something better than 

somebody else’s – one thing is absolutely certain: you are not in the 

feeling presence of Almighty God. You ask Isaiah about it. When he 

was in the temple, the dear man fell on his knees, prostrate in the very 

presence of his Maker. “I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 

midst of a people of unclean lips.” You ask Daniel about it. (We’ll 

come back to Daniel later on, if the Lord will.) His comeliness was 

turned into corruption in the presence of God. Ask the Apostle John on 

the Isle of Patmos about it. What did he have to say about it? He fell at 

God’s feet as dead. That’s the effect of the presence of God: it’s a 

humbling presence. And if that’s what you feel to need this morning, 

friends, then bless God for His presence, because there is nothing more 

conducive to your soul’s ill, than pride. And:  

 
“If God rebuke for pride, 

  He’ll humble thy proud heart; 

  If for thy want of love He chide, 

  That love He will impart.” 

 

“My presence.” O, then, friends, it’s a humbling presence. Moses 

needed humbling to be kept dependent. 
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Secondly, it is a sanctifying presence. By that word ‘sanctification’, 

I mean this: it brings with it a spiritual dimension to your trouble and to 

your trial. It brings with it that which God will use to reveal more of 

your need of Him, and more of Him as the supplier of your need. That 

is sanctification. You will find it will change your spirit. A sanctified 

man is a man who is emptied of himself. We probably sing it very 

rarely because we very rarely walk in it: 

 
“Emptied of earth I fain would be, 

  The world, myself, and all but Thee; 

  Only reserved for Christ that died, 

  Surrendered to the Crucified.” 

 

Now, in our churches we don’t use the word ‘surrender’ very often, 

do we? And the reason is because it has been abused by the Arminians 

as something that can be done in the flesh. But I tell you this, dear 

friends, when the love of Christ constrains you, you will be 

surrendered. You will be! There’s such a power in it, that it takes hold 

of the will and the affections and the motives. And it puts the child of 

God at the feet of Jesus, saying: “Thy will be done.” That’s what His 

presence does. Then you don’t quarrel with the path He’s put you in. 

You don’t. You’re like Paul – “I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, 

therewith to be content.” Paul wasn’t sitting by the fireside with his feet 

up on a pouffé when he said that. He was in a prison cell. He was 

chained to two soldiers. He didn’t have his liberty. But, he had learned 

contentment. ‘Paul, where have you got it from?’ Not from his old 

nature. Paul, by nature, (we are told what it was like) “breathing out 

threatenings and slaughter.” You say, ‘But surely, all that changed 

when he was called by grace?’ He’d still got the old nature. And you’ve 

still got it, child of God. So have I; it’s still there. Moses still had it – 

and that’s why he needed God’s presence.  

 

Thirdly, what does God’s presence do? It’s a pardoning presence. 

O, it is. Bless God for that. The very thing that Moses was so concerned 

about was ‘Would the Lord never smile again? Had He taken His 

favour away?’ But here He smiles. What did we sing in the opening 

hymn in the Prayer Meeting this morning? 
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“He smiles, and my comforts abound;” 

 

And that’s just what the Lord did on dear Moses, in this verse we have 

before us this morning. He smiled on him. It was a smile of 

forgiveness; it was a smile of mercy; it was a smile of pardon; it was a 

smile of love; it was a smile of approbation. Bless God for the 

forgiving nature of His presence. “My presence shall go with thee.” O, 

we need it: God’s forgiving presence; His forbearing presence. Have 

you ever thought about that? – 

 
“To Him every mercy I owe, 

Above what the fiends have in hell.” 

 

Have you ever thought of God’s forbearing presence with you – that 

despite our sins and despite our wretchedness, and despite our 

wanderings and despite our waywardness, still, still He’s with us? 

 
“Oft He chastised, but ne’er forsook 

The people that He chose.” 

 

That’s God’s mercy – forbearance. Are you amazed, friends, that He’s 

had anything to do with you? Are you astonished that He still comes 

and speaks to you sometimes? Isn’t that mercy? Isn’t that 

loving-kindness? Isn’t that faithfulness? “My presence,” – ‘my 

forgiving, forbearing presence,’ – “shall go with thee.” 

 

Further, it’s an enabling presence. “Without Me ye can do nothing.” 

But Paul put the other side of it: “I can do all things through Christ 

which strengtheneth me.” It seems that, in this crisis in Moses life, he 

couldn’t go any further. The burden was too heavy; the matter was 

beyond his wisdom and strength. But, you see, with this word, he could 

go on with it. He found the burden was the Lord’s, and the concern was 

the Lord’s, and the cause was the Lord’s. That enabled him to go on. 

It’s an enabling presence – the presence of the Lord. You think of what 

it has enabled God’s people to do down the ages. It enabled the three 

Hebrews in the fire to walk at liberty, with His presence there. It 
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enabled Daniel to live a night in the lion’s den. I spoke just now about a 

little flock of sheep and a roaring lion. Daniel was in a den of lions! 

Why was he preserved? The Lord “hath sent His angel, and hath shut 

the lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt me.” The Lord’s presence did 

it. It was the same with David when he was tending his little flock. The 

bear came and the lion came. He said: “The LORD that delivered me out 

of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, He will deliver 

me” – the Lord’s presence did it. So, when Psalm 23 was written and 

David said: “Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine 

enemies,” David knew what he was talking about. He’d seen the lions, 

and he’d seen the bears, and the Lord had preserved him. And friend, in 

your soul’s experience, there may be some lions and bears around at the 

moment. But the Lord can preserve you. “No weapon that is formed 

against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee 

in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of 

the LORD, and their righteousness is of Me, saith the LORD.” It’s an 

enabling presence. 

 

Furthermore, dear friends, it’s an endearing presence. You cannot 

have the presence of the Lord, as Moses had it, without feeling some 

sweet love in return. O, when the Lord speaks like this, love begets 

love. Some of us know it. Would to God we knew more of it. Would to 

God He’d come again, and say again what He’d said to us in years gone 

by. But none-the-less, we know what it is when He comes. It is “The 

voice of my Beloved.” ‘My Beloved, and I know His voice.’ “My sheep 

hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” Do you know 

His voice? You do know it, friend, if you are a child of God. You 

cannot describe to anyone else what it is when He comes. It has to be 

experienced to be known. But, I tell you, when He does come like this, 

love is raised up in the heart in sweet response. You go forth (as it 

were) “unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach” for love’s 

sake, with a word like this. Then it’s sweet to take up the cross and 

follow Him. All the hindrances fall away, and all the iron bars and the 

brazen gates yield. Especially that brazen gate of unwillingness and 

unbelief in your heart. It gives way under this word. “Thy people shall 

be willing in the day of Thy power.” “My presence” – this endearing 
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presence: there’s nothing like it, friend. It sweetens every cup; it makes 

Marah’s bitter waters sweet; it sanctifies the cross; it brings that sweet 

contentment I spoke of just now; it brings a quietness and a confidence. 

“Their strength is to sit still.” “In quietness and in confidence shall be 

your strength.” This is the Lord’s way.  

 

“My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest.” We’ll 

come to the last part of our text in a few moments, but just one further 

point. “My presence shall go with thee” – this is the unknown way, 

isn’t it? Now, you and I don’t know the way ahead. We have our plans, 

and we fill our diaries. Those of us who are ministers in our churches, 

have to fill our diaries many months ahead. Some think we fill them 

perhaps a bit too readily! But the point I would make is this: it is only, 

‘If the Lord will.’ ‘God willing’ and ‘If the Lord will’ are really the 

most important things we should ever say every day. You’ve planned 

tomorrow, haven’t you? You’ve got it all arranged. Some of you 

business people: you’ve got your diaries filled; you know who you are 

going to meet. You children: you’ve got your timetable at school; you 

know what lessons you are going to have. You mothers: you’ve got 

your arrangements for things to do at home tomorrow. Have you 

thought: “If the Lord will?” “If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, 

or that.” Have you thought about that? 

 

One foolish man once said that he was so busy in life, that he 

hadn’t got time even to die. But he did die. And he died in the midst of 

all his busyness. The question is: Was he prepared? Now, dear friend, 

the point I want to make with our text this morning is this: we don’t 

know the future. We don’t even know what an hour will bring forth. 

But, if you’ve got this presence, you need not fear. Nothing will come 

into your life, child of God, (whether it be expected or unexpected) but 

what comes from a Father’s hand, a Father’s cup, with a Father’s love, 

and with a Father’s mercy, with your dear Redeemer’s permission; 

comes from His once wounded hands. And the dear Holy Ghost – who 

is both the spirit of love and of life and of mercy – will so sanctify that 

path, you will be able to say, “My Jesus hath done all things well.”  
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“Trust Him, He will not deceive us, 

  Though we hardly of Him deem; 

  He will never, never leave us; 

  Nor will let us quite leave Him.” 

 

Friends, don’t go (as it were) with curious eyes wondering about 

the future. So often we perhaps get too curious and too weighed down 

about it. “It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the 

bread of sorrows,” says the psalmist. You are forgetting in whose hands 

the future is. Yes – the hands of He who created the heavens and the 

earth; the hands of Him who hung on Calvary’s cross – He holds the 

future. He holds tomorrow, and He’ll be the same tomorrow as today; 

as He was yesterday; as He will be for ever and ever. 

 

“My presence shall go with thee.” Even on a dying bed, this word 

will stand true. It will, for a child of God. Not all people are so 

favoured as others in their dying moments; God is a sovereign. But of 

this I am absolutely persuaded: that not a child of God passes through 

that valley of the shadow of death, but what the Good Shepherd is very, 

very near. You notice how the tense changed in Psalm 23. It began with 

“He maketh me…He leadeth me…He restoreth” me. Then in verse 4: 

“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,…Thou 

art with me.” Specially present; specially near. We sometimes sing that 

hymn, don’t we? 

 

“When most we need His helping hand, 

This Friend is always near;” 

 

And you’ll never need His helping hand more, dear friends, than when 

you come down to die. And will the Good Shepherd forsake you? Will 

He desert His lambs or His sheep? God forbid you should think so. 

Although the devil may roar – and have his last roar – He’ll prepare a 

table before you, in the presence of even the enemy of death, and land 

you safe in glory. “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 

days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.” 
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  ‘Now,’ says the Lord to Moses, “and I will give thee rest.” What 

does He mean? Moses never entered Canaan. He never got to the literal 

Canaan. So what does our text mean? It has several meanings. The first 

is this – that the people with whom he was travelling and journeying; 

the cause of God that lay so dear to his heart – it would come to a good 

conclusion. The promise given to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob would be 

fulfilled, and they would possess their possessions. That was the first 

thing. They were not on a useless journey; they were not (as it were) up 

a blind alley. No. They were on a journey to a destination that God had 

ordained. And they would come to it. They would come to it, and they 

did. The second thing, it means this: ‘Moses, I will give thee rest.’ 

Although he didn’t enter the literal Canaan, he entered the spiritual one, 

didn’t he? O, the dear man went home to glory: we know that. That was 

a better country than the earthly Canaan – although it flowed with milk 

and honey; although it was a wonderful exchange for the wilderness. 

Yet it was nothing to be compared with the heavenly country, was it? 

No! The best this earth can provide is nothing whatsoever to be 

compared with heaven. 

 

What is heaven? I’ll tell you what heaven is: it’s Christ’s presence.  

That’s heaven. It’s Christ’s presence enjoyed in the immediate sense of 

it. Not just by faith; it’s more than that. It is actually being with Christ –

viewing those wounded hands; seeing that once marred face; feeling 

everlastingly His love; enjoying the blessed Spirit. O, friends, what a 

place heaven must be! Nothing can compare with it here below. The 

trouble is, dear friends, you keep trying to make heaven here below, 

don’t you? ‘Get round this corner,’ you say, ‘sort this matter out, we’ll 

settle down – it’ll be easy.’ Friends, it won’t! You say, ‘That’s an 

unkind thing to say!’ Friends, I’m being practical. I’m telling you what 

the Word of God says about the matter. “In the world ye shall have 

tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” ‘I have 

overcome it.’ There is nothing in your future that God cannot overcome 

for you. The point I want to make, dear friends, is that you mustn’t 

expect two heavens. Samuel Rutherford said that God hasn’t promised 

you two heavens. He has promised His people one. He promised Moses 

one; that eternal rest. And here below, – you’ll get the plain called 
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Ease, sometimes, – but you’ll soon be over it. But the point will be this: 

“My presence shall go with thee.” However rough the way; however 

thorny the way; however stony the way; however dark the way; 

however difficult the way; however lonely the way; however painful 

the way; however distressing the way – “My presence shall go with 

thee.” That’s all you need friend, to bring you safely through. 

 
“When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 

  The rivers of woe shall not thee overflow; 

  For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, 

  And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.” 

 

“I will give thee rest” – the rest of faith. God gave Moses here an 

arm to lean on; a bosom to lean on, (we might say) like John had. Here 

he had the purpose of God to rest in. 

 
“Rest in the promise God has spoke, 

  In all things ordered well for thee; 

  Whose sacred words He’ll ne’er revoke, 

  Nor alter His profound decree.” 
 

“I will give thee rest.” O, when the dear man was low, he had 

somewhere to flee, hadn’t he? When he was tempted, he had 

somewhere to flee. When he was assailed, he had somewhere to flee. 

Safe in the arms of his covenant God. “I will give thee rest.” 

Somewhere to lean; somewhere to depend; somewhere to hide; 

somewhere to “be still, and know that I am God.”  

 
 “What more can He say than to you He hath said, 

  You who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?” 

 

Do you need more than this, trembling child of God? Do you need 

more than this? 

 

I said I would mention Daniel. The last two verses in Daniel’s 

prophesy are very significant. Daniel, more than most in the Old 

Testament (and perhaps even in the New) was given to see the secrets 
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of the Lord in a deeper way than others. But, there were some things 

that were spoken to Daniel that he didn’t understand. And he asked the 

Lord to explain them. And the Lord said: ‘Now, Daniel. They will 

remain a mystery. But one thing won’t be a mystery: “go thou thy way 

till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the 

days.” In other words: ‘Daniel, there are many things you won’t 

understand; many things you can’t understand. Crooked things you 

can’t make straight; deeps you can’t fathom.’ It may be like that in your 

life this morning hour, dear friend. And you’ve been trying to make 

them straight; trying to sort them all out. Now, the Lord says: ‘go thy 

way,  till the end be.’ The great point is: “Thou shalt rest.” 

 

God gives His people a ‘lot.’ That is: a ‘portion’ to stand in. It’s 

what the Lord gave to Moses here: a promise to stand on. “My presence 

shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest.” They shall “stand in thy 

lot.” Has he given you a promise to stand on? Some of us have one. We 

can go back to it; we are brought back to it sometimes. In one of the 

Psalms it says: “Return unto thy rest, O my soul;” (we have to be 

brought back to it sometimes, don’t we?) “for the LORD hath dealt 

bountifully with thee.” Moses and Daniel had a ‘lot’ to stand on. “And 

stand in thy lot at the end of the days.” ‘I won’t let you down, Moses. I 

won’t fail you. This promise I have given you will land you safe in 

glory.’ “And He said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give 

thee rest.” With this promise, Moses could go on. And he did go on. He 

endured to the end, and found that He is faithful that promised. He has 

been, He is and He will be. “And He said,” (your covenant God said it, 

your Redeemer said it) “My presence shall go with thee, and I will give 

thee rest.” This is the distinguishing blessing that separates God’s 

people from the mass of lost humanity. If ever you’ve enjoyed the 

presence of God that Moses enjoyed here, you’ll never go to hell. 

Never. “And He said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give 

thee rest.” 

 

Amen. 




