
 1

Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 26
th

 March, 2006 

 

Text: “Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; I 

am the LORD thy God which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee 

by the way that thou shouldest go.”  (Isaiah 48, verse 17) 

 

It is very remarkable to notice the gracious agreement between the 

various authors (if I may use that word) with a small ‘a’, whom the 

Holy Ghost used (He being the Author with a capital ‘A’) to write the 

blessed and Holy Word of God we have before us. If you compare our 

text this morning with those well known words in Psalm 107: “He led 

them forth by the right way, that they might go to a city of habitation,” 

you will see that David agreed with Isaiah. Then, if you go to the New 

Testament, and hear the parting words of the Saviour described by 

God’s servant Luke: “He led them out as far as to Bethany, and He 

lifted up His hands, and blessed them,” you will see that these two 

texts, and the text before us this morning, show this: that there is great 

blessing in God’s presence. And not only that – there is a divine 

necessity for teaching. You will never get to heaven without teaching, 

and, nor will you get through the way of faith without teaching. 

 

You younger friends will know, that when you go to school, you 

don’t go into the top class first; you have to start at the bottom. And 

every child of God has to start right at the bottom - in the school of 

Christ. Whatever his background; whatever his upbringing; whatever 

the circumstances in which God may call him, he has to start (as it 

were) on the first rung of the ladder. In one sense, God’s children never 

seem to leave that first rung of the ladder. That may sound strange to 

some of you, but some of you here will understand what I mean. What 

is the first rung of the ladder? For our witness, hear what one wise man 

from the Old Testament had to say, in what was one of his best 

moments: King Solomon, a man whom God had placed on the throne 

of Israel (and the enormity of that solemn responsibility rested upon 

him.) What did he say? “I am but a little child: I know not how to go 
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out or come in.” ‘Grant me wisdom.’ Now go to our good hymnbook, 

and hear the hymnwriter comment on Solomon’s experience: 

 
    “If Solomon for wisdom prayed, 

       The Lord before had made him wise; 

       Else he another choice had made, 

       And asked for what the worldlings prize.” 

J. Newton 

 

You may test, this morning, whether God is teaching you or not; 

whether you are yet in His school. Are you praying for wisdom? Are 

you praying for it in such a way, as a little child would? Are you like 

Jehoshaphat in 2 Chronicles 20? “We have no might…neither know we 

what to do.” That’s the language of a little child. And a little child in 

that spirit is teachable. That’s why I say, in one sense, even those who 

are mothers and fathers in Israel, the elders, as it were, in the Church of 

God, never leave that first rung of the ladder. In other words, we always 

need to be kept as a little child. What we read in 1 John 1, that beautiful 

epistle, is very encouraging. (I love that epistle, and I hope you do as 

well. When did you last read it?) In that epistle, we find the blessings 

given to little children, to young men and old men. The one thing I find 

most encouraging is this: “I write unto you, little children, because your 

sins are forgiven you for His name’s sake.” Of course, the old men and 

the young men had that blessing too, but he came right down to the 

little children. And you may be but a babe in grace this morning; just 

beginning in the things of God. Perhaps another hymn suits you this 

morning: 

 
      “Some small glimmering light I have, 

       Yet too dark to see my way; 

       Jesus’ presence still I crave; 

       When, O when will it be day?” 

W. Gadsby 

 

You sung of that this morning in your first hymn: “Visit, then, this soul 

of mine.” That was your prayer; I hope it was your prayer as you sung 

it. 
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Now, God loves His dear people. Not just the strong in faith, but 

the weak in faith. Not just those who are as bold as a lion, but those 

who have many fears. Not just those who can see clearly the things of 

God, but also those who feel, at the moment, to be groping their way 

along. Not only those who, by God’s grace, have been given some 

discernment in the things of God, but also those who feel so ignorant - 

they feel so weak; they feel to lack so much. They feel to have learned 

so little, and they keep coming into those situations where none of their 

wisdom will do; none of their strength will do. Time and time again, 

they’ve come back to this point: “I am but a little child.” I wonder how 

many have come to God’s house this morning, feeling like that: “I am 

but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in?” “Neither know 

we what to do.” Does the Lord cast them away? Does He say: ‘Fend for 

yourself?’ Does He say: ‘You ought to know better?’ No. “Suffer the 

little children to come unto Me,” He says, “and forbid them not: for of 

such is the kingdom of God.” Friend, whatever experience God may 

have sent you this week to make you feel totally ignorant; totally 

inadequate; such a fool - bless God if it’s brought you to that point: “I 

am but a little child.” Because this text is for those who are being 

taught like that. “Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of 

Israel; I am the LORD thy God.” 

 

Our text begins with four words: “Thus saith the LORD.” In the 

book of Jeremiah, we read of his call to the ministry. There he says: “I 

am a child.” But the Lord said: “Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go 

to all that I shall send thee.” Now that was, to Jeremiah, a “Thus saith 

the LORD.” It put strength in him; it gave him backbone, (if I may use 

that word.) And so, dear friends, all of the “Thus saith the LORD”s are 

like that. When they come, (and they are not to be stolen out of God’s 

Word) they are given by the power of the Holy Spirit. When you get a 

“Thus saith the LORD” in your heart; in your life, you’ve got a good 

foundation, or, like Jacob, ‘a staff to lean on.’ I am persuaded that the 

staff that Jacob leaned on, when he was dying, was the same staff that 

he had when he was at Bethel. You read of that in Hebrews 11: “By 

faith Jacob, when he was a dying…leaning upon the top of his staff.” 
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Spiritually speaking, it was this: “He hath said,” (there it is - “Thus 

saith the LORD”) “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” O, a “Thus 

saith the LORD” is so important. It comes with God’s approbation; it 

comes with God’s authority, and it comes with God’s purpose. And, 

friends, it’ll stand you in good stead, whatever the fiery trial, however 

deep the waters, however much the enemy may come against you. He’ll 

never undo a “Thus saith the LORD.” One of our hymnwriters put it like 

this: 

 
“The voice that rolls the stars along 

   Speaks all the promises.”                            I. Watts 

 

You go out on a cloudless night and you look at the stars; thousands 

upon thousands of them. And the more you look, the more appear, 

don’t they? How are they held in their orbit? Astronomers may be able 

to give you all the physical facts, and calculate the orbit, and say why it 

is. But, dear friend, go back further than them. Who created them? Who 

put them in their orbit? Who held them there? The same voice that 

speaks the promises, rolls all the stars along. That word He’s given 

you; it can’t break. Satan may be trying hard to burst it; to break it, 

shatter it. But he can’t break a word from the Lord. “Thus saith the 

LORD.” 

 

Now, you and I are very apt to listen to other voices. We give a 

very quick ear to the enemy. How natural it is to hear what the enemy 

has to say about it, and how prone we are to listen to his lies and to 

believe them! How many feel guilty on that point, this morning? 

Wasn’t that what Manoah listened to? The Lord had done great things 

for Manoah and his wife; wonderful things. They had a promise of a 

child. Not only that; they had a promise that God was with them and 

would do great things for them. But no sooner had the Lord gone, then 

Manoah fell away to unbelief. “We shall surely die.” Manoah was 

listening to the voice of the enemy. You know what his good wife said, 

(and she was a good wife to him.) What did she say? “If the LORD were 

pleased to kill us, neither would He have shewed us all these things.” 

She believed in a “Thus saith the LORD.” Friend, hang on to your “Thus 
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saith the LORD,” if He’s given you one. It may be greatly tried. O, it 

might be in the fire. But, if it’s come from the Lord, it will stand; it will 

endure. “Thus saith the LORD.” 

 

 Sometimes we listen to unbelief, don’t we? Unbelief is so 

reasonable, isn’t it? Unbelief reasons on the grounds of natural causes, 

and comes to his own false conclusion. It is so natural to us, that we 

very readily fall a prey to it, unless we‘re kept from it. Then the world – 

how quickly we listen to what the world has to say! How careful we 

should be in that, less we should be left. Listen, you dear young friends, 

for a moment. I hope you’re listening anyway. Towards the beginning 

of last century, there was a young girl in a class being taught 

mathematics. And her table were given a sum to work out. She worked 

this sum out, but got a different answer from all the rest of the table. 

She thought, ‘Well, I must be wrong, and they must be right.’ So she 

altered her answer to suit theirs. But to her amazement, she found that 

when the teacher put the right answer on the board, her answer had 

been right, and that of all her friends was wrong. And she told me: 

‘What a lesson that showed me: not to listen to the voice of others.’ 

Now, friends, it may be you this morning - you’re doing just that. 

‘They can’t all be wrong!’ you say. ‘Perhaps I must be wrong!’ The 

point is: did God give you the guidance? Did He give you the word? 

“Let God be true, but every man a liar.” Sometimes, a child of God has 

to walk in that path. It’s a very lonely path; it’s a very painful path. I 

was going to say, it’s a crucifying path. It’s a mortifying path; it’s a 

humbling path. But, it’s the right way, sure enough. You’ll find what 

we read of in Hebrews 12: “Consider Him that endured such 

contradiction.” (Remember that word ‘contradiction.’ That is 

something that is gainsaying; opposing the Word of God - contradicting 

it). “Consider Him that endured such contradiction of sinners against 

Himself, lest ye be weary and faint in your minds.” 

 

 So, bless God for a “Thus saith the LORD.” But, O, may you be 

listening, by the grace of God, to what the Lord has to say about the 

matter. “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 

churches.” 



 6

 

 “Thus saith the LORD.” There is no higher authority than Him; there 

is none greater than Him. ‘O,’ you say, ‘but if it is so, then why?’ Like 

Gideon, when the angel of the Lord came to him and told him: “The 

LORD is with thee, thou mighty man of valour.” “If the LORD be with 

us, why then is all this befallen us? and where be all His miracles which 

our fathers told us of?” ‘Lord, where are they, if the Lord be with us?’ 

Friends, it’s a great mercy when you have a “Thus saith the LORD.” 

Gideon had it. “Go in this thy might…have not I sent thee?” That was a 

“Thus saith the LORD,” wasn’t it? 

 

  “Thus saith the LORD.” The One on the Throne; the One who holds 

all nature in His hand; the One who holds the hearts of all men in His 

hand; the One who can subdue lions and bears; command ravens to 

feed; open rocks, and multiply loaves and fishes. And more than that 

friends, (let’s not stay on the lower plain) O, that One who can forgive 

sins; that One who can apply the atonement; that One who can say: 

‘Son, thy sins, which are many, are all forgiven thee.’ “Thus saith the 

LORD.” He is the One on the Throne, and all of God’s dear children are 

being led, “precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a 

little, and there a little” into these things. 

 

 How does the Lord describe Himself? He gives Himself three 

descriptions. First of all: “Thy Redeemer.” Secondly: “The Holy One 

of Israel,” and thirdly (O, I do like the middle part of our text, because 

it seems to me the key to it all) “I am the LORD thy God.” 

 

He says three things. Let us notice them. “Thy Redeemer.” The 

word Redeemer means: ‘one who buys back.’ You know how it was 

with Ruth, when there was that field of Naomi’s to be sold. Whoever 

bought it, had to buy Ruth as well. That was their custom. Then she 

would be the wife of the man who bought it. And there was one man 

who, on legal grounds, had the right to do it. But then he realised it 

would mar his inheritance. So he wouldn’t do it. And why wouldn’t he 

do it? Why wouldn’t he be a redeemer? I’ll tell you why, friends – he 
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had no love for Ruth. No. But Boaz was ready; willing; waiting. O, 

what a joy it was to Ruth when that day ended! The Lord did it. 

 

“Thy Redeemer” – the One who buys back. Why do God’s children 

need to be bought back? Because, friends, when Adam fell, they fell in 

Adam. When Adam fell, they came under the curse of that law you’ve 

been singing of in your second hymn. Where the thunderbolts are, and 

the thunderings of God’s law are, and the curse of him that sinneth are. 

God’s dear children came under that curse. But O, blessed be God for 

the name - Redeemer. 

 
“Endless blessings on the Lamb! 

  Broken hearts, repeat the same; 

  His dear heart was broken too, 

  When He bore the curse for you.”                W. Gadsby 

 

‘The curse.’ O, what He endured for His dear people for loves sake! As 

I hinted in prayer, that cup of wrath was put into His hands, by His dear 

Father, to drink. We say it reverently. Tremblingly, the incarnate God 

took it into His hand, knowing what it would cost Him; but He took it 

in love to His Father; in love to those He was to redeem. He drank it to 

its very dregs. So now, the same good hymnwriter puts it: 

 
“No wrath on His brow He does wear, 

       Nor will He poor mourners condemn.” 

 W. Gadsby 

 

Why? Because the curse has been taken away. That cup was drank to 

its very dregs. “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which 

are in Christ Jesus.” O, blessed spot to be: “In Christ Jesus.” Sheltering 

beneath the blood; in the cleft of the rock; “under the shadow of the 

Almighty.” Then, having emptied that cup of wrath, He fills it with 

love. ‘O,’ you say, ‘I can’t be a child of God, because my path, at the 

moment, is contradictory. There doesn’t seem to be much love in it. 

Unanswered prayers; unfulfilled promises; crooks in the lot; thorns in 

the flesh; disappointments; discouragements – Lord, I can’t see any 

love in it!’ Wait, wait, dear friend. A Father’s hand is in this. It’s what 
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we read of in Hebrews 12. It’s the profit that’s in our text: “which 

teacheth thee to profit.” It’s chastening; divine discipline. None of us, 

nor you dear children, like discipline in one sense. But it’s needful; 

very necessary. One of the curses of our nation here is undisciplined 

families. It’s wrecking our very society. (I just leave that to one side.) 

But one thing is certain: if you’re a child of God, you will not be 

undisciplined. “Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth.” It’s one of the 

clearest marks of divine election – chastening; discipline; correction; 

reproof; rebuke; teaching; leading for our profit. That’s why, 

sometimes, the Lord permits things to come against even the very word 

He has given. “Thus saith the LORD.” He gave Joseph a “Thus saith the 

LORD” in those dreams. Then He permitted so much to come against it. 

His brethren hated him; his father misunderstood him; the Ishmaelites 

bought him as a slave; Potiphar’s wife falsely accused him; the butler 

forgot him – what is all this? Chastisment; divine discipline. What’s it 

doing, Joseph? ‘It made me  

 
 “…like a little child, 

  Of my strength and wisdom spoiled, 

  Seeing only in Thy light, 

  Walking only in Thy might.”’                       J. Berridge 

 

That’s what God is about, friend. And, 

 
     “Nor shall our poor peevish heart 

 Make Him from His purpose start.”                W. Gadsby 

 

So the curse is taken away. And there’s no curse in those 

chastenings - there’s love in it. Although “weeping may endure for a 

night, but joy cometh in the morning.” We read in Hebrews 12 : “Now 

no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: 

nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness 

unto them which are exercised thereby.” I think of Joseph, when he sat 

on his throne. It was a very different Joseph to the one who had been in 

his household. Very different. You say: ‘What was the difference?’ 

Friends, he’d been in the fire; he’d been in the hand of the Heavenly 

Potter. He’d been like clay in His hand - that’s where he had been. And 
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it did him good. That’s why he didn’t seek revenge on his brethren; he 

didn’t ask for “an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth,” did he? He 

didn’t say: ‘You ill-treated me; I’m going to ill-treat you.’ No. He 

looked on all those dealings as the hand of his Father. ‘Ye meant it for 

evil, but God – my Father; my Redeemer - meant it for good. It wasn’t 

you that sent me hither, God did.’ O, if only we could look at our 

difficulties like that. The hand of God is in it. “Thus saith the LORD, thy 

Redeemer.” Such is the redemption price the dear Saviour has paid, it 

must succeed. There are none for whom He has laid down His precious 

blood, who will not be brought to Him savingly, by the dear Spirit, and 

also brought along in the way of faith. The very word ‘Redeemer’ 

demands it. If Boaz had failed, that memorable day, he couldn’t have 

been Ruth’s redeemer, could he? He would have sent a message back to 

Naomi: ‘I’ve failed, Naomi. I’ve tried, but I can’t do it.’ This Redeemer 

never fails. Never, no, never. “But now thus saith the LORD that created 

thee, O Jacob, and He that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have 

redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art Mine. When 

thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the 

rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, 

thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.” No. 

“Thy Redeemer.” 

 

But then, there is another name: “the Holy One of Israel.” There are 

just two things I would say about that blessed name. The first is this: it 

reminds us that God is a holy God. His dealings are, as we read in 

Hebrews 12, “that we might be partakers of His holiness.” This is 

God’s way to it. Here is a mark of a child of God: he has that within 

him that that loves holiness. Because he knows that, without holiness, 

he cannot see the Lord. He’s learning not to trust his old nature - that’s 

corrupt; it’s fallen; it’s evil; it’s unbelieving; it’s in the service of Satan. 

It’s in the new nature; the new heart; the new spirit, that he proves a 

holy work; that which cannot sin, but keeps him. 

 

So, there is Joseph in Potiphar’s house. And that wicked woman, 

Potiphar’s wife, tries to seduce him into a most immoral act. Not just 

once - day after day she plagued the young man. But he wouldn’t yield, 
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would he? Twice Joseph lost his coat, but he never lost his innocence. 

How was it, Joseph? He was kept by the power of God. That’s how it 

was. Joseph loved holiness, and the fear of the Lord kept him. May 

God give you each a gracious measure of it. Nothing else will keep you 

from your wretched heart; nothing else will keep you from this dying 

world, but “The fear of the LORD,” which “is the beginning of 

wisdom.” There it is again, in a child: “the beginning of wisdom,” “a 

fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death.” You dear aged 

saints - near the end of the journey – have you outgrown your need of 

the fear of the Lord? Do you need it less now than you did at the 

beginning? If you know anything about it, you’ll know you need it 

more, and more, and more. You still need it. “Thy Redeemer, the Holy 

One of Israel.”  

 

Secondly: “the Holy One of Israel.” I believe this is one of those 

prophetic names of the dear Saviour. He, who was yet to come; the 

Angel of the covenant; the dear Redeemer, who’s present with His dear 

people. He who lifted up His hands at Bethany, and blessed them. “The 

Holy One of Israel.” He who has said, concerning His people: “he that 

toucheth you toucheth the apple of His eye.” That is how close they are 

to Him. “The Holy One of Israel.” The Holy and the Just. Yes; 

 
 “And did the Holy and the Just, 

  The Sovereign of the skies, 

  Stoop down to wretchedness and dust, 

  That guilty worms might rise?” 

A. Steele 

 

This is “the Holy One of Israel” in our text. And He retained His 

holiness in all His holy life; retained His integrity, blessed be His holy 

name. He laid down His holy life in a holy sacrifice, and, by that 

blessed means, has ensured that that word will be fulfilled for His dear 

people: “Be ye holy; for I am holy.” Your old nature will never respond 

to that. The new nature does, as the Holy Ghost leads. 

 

But now we come to the next point: “I am the LORD thy God.” Not 

just “thy Creator”; that’s true of all of us. But here is a covenant 
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relationship; something special. “Thy God” – to teach. “Thy God” – to 

keep. “Thy God” – to correct. “Thy God” – to uphold. “Thy God” – to 

provide for. “Thy God” –  

 
  “…to manage all, 

                 By the way and to the end.”                          J. Newton 

 

“I am the LORD thy God.” And ever y living child of God desires to 

know it. A little babe, when it’s born, doesn’t really know much about 

its parents at all, does it? It grows in knowledge. Peter said: “grow in 

grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

And all the leadings and teachings of God with His dear people in this 

school I am speaking about, are to bring them to that knowledge. That’s 

why you are plunged, sometimes, into troubles and difficulties. But, if 

the Lord blesses you in them, and brings you out of them, and supports 

you in them, you prove Him to be your God. Now you look at this. 

Some of you here this morning, (some of you are just in the beginning 

of the way and some a lot further) cannot you say this: That hadn’t the 

Lord been your God, you wouldn’t have come thus far? You would 

have despaired; you would have made shipwreck of faith; you would 

have sunk to rise no more; you would have gone away, “and walked no 

more with Him” – except for this – “I am the LORD thy God.” It’s a 

wonderful thing to be able to say. And every child of God longs to have 

it sealed in their hearts. 

 
“Let the sweet hope that Thou art mine, 

      My life and death attend; 

  Thy presence through my journey shine, 

  And crown my journey’s end.” 

A. Steele 

 

“I am the LORD thy God.” Nothing can break that relationship. 

Whatever troubles and trials come, you can’t undo it; you can’t sever it; 

you can’t annul it; you can’t undo it. “I am the LORD thy God.” 

 

 But, the great point about our text is this. If He is the Lord our God, 

then friends, He has an absolute right, a divine right, to guide our ways. 
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     “It is the Lord, enthroned in light, 

  Whose claims are all divine, 

  Who has an undisputed right 

  To govern me and mine.”                                 T. Greene 

 

Now, do you believe that? It takes some believing. It is only as a 

little child that we learn it.  

 
“…an undisputed right 

  To govern me and mine.” 

 

Yes – my soul; my thoughts; my words; my ways; my relationships; 

my family; my church; my daily concerns – an undisputed right. We 

live in a day of human rights, don’t we? There is much talk about it. A 

right to this, and a right to that. Friend, here is a ‘right’ that is 

altogether different: an undisputed right. In one sense, God’s dear 

people feel to have no rights. They feel to have forfeited any rights, by 

their sin. It is a wonderful thing when they feel that He, who has an 

undisputed right, governs their life and their ways. And on that ground, 

He makes a way for them through life, for His sake; ‘for My name’s 

sake’ – that’s the way. “Deliver me in Thy righteousness” -  that’s the 

way. So it is His undisputed right. And it’s in that “Thus saith the 

LORD,” that He’s given you, isn’t it? An undisputed right. God has 

displayed in giving it. And what’s more, friends, however others may 

dispute it, they won’t dispute God out of His undisputed right. No. 

That’s what the Lord Jesus Christ said in John 10. Beautiful language, 

wasn’t it? “No man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.” No. 

An undisputed right. The devil may dispute it; unbelief may - but they 

won’t succeed. “I am the LORD thy God which teacheth thee to profit, 

which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go.” 

 

Now, we have three things to consider in the latter part of our text 

this morning. The first thing is: the profitableness of God’s teachings 

and leadings. It’s a very sad thing to say, but much that is taught in 

schools and colleges and universities today, is unprofitable. Sadly, the 

spirit of anti-Christ pervades it; there’s a sinister power of darkness that 
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is engrossing our poor land; we are sinking deeper and deeper into 

paganism, and a condition which only a mighty miracle can deliver us 

from. But friends, God’s teachings are profitable. They may not please 

us, but they’ll profit us. God hasn’t promised always to please us, you 

know. Just because He hasn’t pleased you or me in something, it 

doesn’t mean that it’s unprofitable. Very often you’ve had to prove that 

disappointments are His appointments. Some of the greatest things that 

were so displeasing to us, we’ve proved, in the end, were some of our 

greatest blessings. So you may be displeased with God this morning, 

but be careful. Be careful lest that develops into a spirit of rebellion. 

For the rod will come. We read in the Book of Numbers about the 

children of Israel when they came to Edom. They asked the Edomites 

(who were their relations in Esau) if they could walk through the land, 

and go across it diagonally. They promised not to touch the vineyards 

and the corn, but just walk straight through it. But Edom said ‘No.’ 

They had to walk around it. They had to go two sides of a triangle, 

rather than straight across. It meant many more miles – much more 

weariness; much more fatigue. O, it was much more burdensome. And 

we read: “the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the 

way.” And the margin reads “shortened”. They became short of temper, 

and out of patience with Moses and with God. And they rebelled. Then 

the Lord sent those fiery serpents to bite them. Much people died 

because of their rebellious spirit, until they cried for mercy. Then the 

Lord sent the remarkable healing, through the brazen serpent. 

 

What a mercy, friends, the gospel is for rebels. Ah, you may be one 

of those in this school of Christ, this morning, who has been rebelling. 

This word ‘profit’ is something you couldn’t see. But now you see how 

foolish you’ve been in kicking against the pricks, and arguing with 

God. Now you see how, if He were just, He could strike you down 

dead. Is there mercy? Go to John 3. Listen. Here’s a word for the 

rebels: “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 

must the Son of Man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in Him 

should not perish, but have eternal life.” The brazen serpent was 

erected in the midst of a rebellious company, and those who looked, 

lived. Friend, you may feel such a rebel this morning; you don’t feel 
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worthy even to look and live. But in Psalm 68, there is that word: “Yea, 

for the rebellious also.” For our profit. And if God’s teaching has 

taught you to look to the crucified One, it’s done you no harm. If, 

perhaps, never before in the same way, you’ve had to look to Jesus 

only, and plead His blood, and plead His name, and plead His love, and 

plead His mercy; friend, that stroke that He sent has done you no harm. 

It has been for your profit. It bought you to a closer relationship in your 

experience with your God. It’s taught you to put first things first, and 

all other things second, for Christ’s sake. “Which teacheth thee to 

profit.” 

 

I have told you before, that the most difficult children to teach in 

schools are those who think they know it all, or those who don’t want 

to learn. A child of God, in his natural state, is either one or the other. 

We either think we know all the answers, or we don’t want to learn. 

God gives His people a teachable nature. A nature that will learn is the 

new nature. That doesn’t think it knows it all; it feels so weak and so 

foolish. But it wants to learn. “Teach me, O LORD, the way of Thy 

statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end.” Is that your prayer? 

 

“Which leadeth thee by the way.” That’s the next point of our text – 

leading. That implies, first of all, the Lord goes before. You mustn’t go 

before the Lord. You are never going to lead the Lord. No. He must 

lead you. “Which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go.” The 

second thing you will notice is this: it is the way. God doesn’t set 

before His people options, in that sense. There is one way of salvation, 

and even for you, in your providential path, there’s one way ordained 

by Almighty God. The way. We desire to know it, don’t we? The way. 

When we step out of the way, then the rod comes. Then divine 

chastening comes to bring us back to the way. “The way that thou 

shouldest go.” 

 

But then, (and I do like this) it doesn’t say: ‘which draggeth thee in 

the way, tugs me along, pulls me along.’ No. “Leadeth thee.” Divine 

constraint. “Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy power.” 
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There is nothing sweeter than to see a rebellious sinner brought in paths 

he never would have otherwise chosen.  

 
“Each heart, once hard as steel, 

  Now made for sin to feel,  

  Bears tokens of a ransomed soul.”                  Swain 

 

To see one beginning to listen to the sermons. (It’s surprising what a 

pastor can see, sometimes). You discern a change in a hearer. They’re 

not just waiting for him to sit down and say the ‘Amen.’ They’re 

listening for themselves. Who has done it? Not the Pastor. No! The 

Lord has done it. You see one creep into the Prayer Meeting, who very 

rarely used to come, if ever, and sit down and hear the dear brethren 

pray. Perhaps they find an echo in their heart. Who did it? The Lord did 

it. Who gave that appetite for the Word that they so studiously 

neglected? Perhaps they read a chapter; a few verses morning and 

evening, just to pacify their conscience, but during the day they forgot 

it all. But now, like dear Jeremiah: “Thy Words were found, and I did 

eat them; and Thy Word was unto me the joy and the rejoicing of mine 

heart.” Who did it? Divine grace did it: made you willing; gave you an 

appetite; put you in the school of Christ. “Leadeth thee” – made you 

willing. 
“Thus make me willing, glorious Lamb, 

  To suffer all things for Thy name; 

  At last be where my Jesus is, 

  And rise to everlasting bliss.”                          Burnham 

 

But, it is outside the camp: willing to turn your back on the world; 

willing to turn your back on worldly company. Wrong pursuits; sinful 

pleasures. Who makes God’s people willing? He does it. “Which 

leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go.” 

 

 I think I may have told you about the late Mr. Ebenezer Clark, who 

was the minister at Barton for many years. In his unregenerate days, he 

was the ringleader of all the mischief in the village of Barton. But while 

he was fighting in the First World War, the Lord called him by grace, 

in a most remarkable way. When he came back after the war, they 
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thought he’d settle back and be the nuisance he was before. But he was 

a completely changed character. All his old friends didn’t understand 

what had happened. He kept quiet for a little while. But one evening, he 

cycled down to the recreation ground, where these former comrades 

were. And he told them of the great change that God had made, and 

how he could no longer keep their company while they were in that 

sinful way. You see, friends, grace separates. Not: “I am holier than 

thou.” No. But rather this: ‘I am a poor, guilty sinner, needing mercy, 

and I’m fleeing from the wrath to come.’ “Which leadeth thee.” 

 

  Now the last point of our text: “That thou shouldest go.” O, that 

word ‘should!’ Here is the Lord setting before His people what is good; 

what is right; what is profitable; what is for His honour and glory; what 

is for the good of their soul; the way that will prosper. “That thou 

shouldest go.” O, that the Lord might lay that word ‘should’ upon us, 

more than we realise. We read in the Acts of the Apostles of how the 

Lord dealt with Peter and Cornelius. Peter had very little to do with the 

Gentiles; he was more of a man of his own nation. He needed some 

gracious teaching before he was made willing to receive the Gentiles 

into the Church. He lay upon the housetop one day, and had that 

remarkable dream, where, three times, the great sheet, knit at the four 

corners, was let down. What had the Lord said, to another man, 

Cornelius? “Call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter:…he shall tell 

thee what thou oughtest to do.” Before Peter could tell them what they 

ought to do, there was something he ought to do, as well. What was 

that? To lay aside all his prejudices. To go where the Lord bid him go, 

and preach the gospel to the Gentiles, as well as to the Jews. It was the 

same gospel, mind you. The same grace; the same Jesus; the same 

precious blood. “What thou oughtest to do.” So, Cornelius was made 

willing to hear, and Peter willing to go. And the end of it was that there 

were additions to the little Church at Cesarea: the Lord appearing. “Is 

any thing too hard for the LORD?” No. “That thou shouldest go.” “The 

love of Christ constraineth us.” “Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, 

the Holy One of Israel; I am the LORD thy God which teacheth thee to 

profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go.”  

Amen 




