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Text: “See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?” ( Acts  
8,  part of verse 36)

It has not been often, in my pastorate here, that I have preached 
from baptism as a subject. That is not because I do not believe it is an 
important subject – it  is a most important subject. But I have always 
been of the view (and I think history confirms this) that it is a matter for 
the Lord to work very much in the conscience, and in the hearts of 
those who He would draw in this blessed way; this commanding way. 
No carnal pressure of man, minister or pastor is right at such a time as 
that. Having said that, sometimes we might forget that, after all, we do 
profess to be Baptists. What’s more, we are not just a sect; we believe it 
to be the scriptural way in which this ordinance is to be administered. 
With the Lord’s help this evening, I want to speak about this godly 
man, the Ethiopian eunuch, and see how the Lord brought him to ask 
this question. And may God help us to understand the answer, and see 
whether we know anything of it. “See, here is water; what doth hinder 
me to be baptized?”

In the Book of Daniel, we read this: “The street shall be built again, 
and the wall, even in troublous times.” Of course, Daniel was speaking 
first about the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem, after the return of 
the  captivity  -  and  they  were  troublous  times.  But  also,  it  was  a 
prophetic word about how the Lord would build His Church, especially 
in New Testament times. No sooner had the dear Lord been crucified, 
buried, risen again and ascended, and the Holy Ghost poured out as He 
was  on  the  Day of  Pentecost,  then  almost  immediately  the  fires  of 
persecution  began  to  burn  against  the  infant  Church  of  Christ. 
Troublous times came. But the great point is this: the walls were still 
built. What is true in the sense I have just described, is also true in the 
individual experience of a child of God. If God is building the wall of 
salvation in your heart, you must expect troublous times. Your old flesh 
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will be one trouble; the devil will be another; and a condemning law, 
justly, another, as well. There will be troubles that come, from one way 
or another, against this infant work in your soul. But the great point I 
want to emphasize this evening is (and in this chapter you will see it) 
how God turned those troubles to the good of the Church.

There were three troubles in this chapter that preceded the matter 
before us this evening.  One was the persecution that arose after  the 
stoning to death of Stephen. Through Saul of Tarsus, who was yet an 
unregenerate man (though a very religious man; a very zealous man; a 
very bold man; a man full of himself and who was sure that he was 
right),  there was great persecution.  The infant Church which was at 
Jerusalem, was scattered to the four winds, except the apostles. Yes, the 
very ones who fled in  the  garden of  Gethsemene,  and left  the dear 
Saviour to stand alone, and tread the winepress alone. “Of the people 
there was none with Me” Now those apostles, endued with the Holy 
Ghost, stood firm; they didn’t budge an inch. Who kept them? Their 
God kept them. Only God can keep in times of persecution. You will 
never keep yourself - remember that! But the Church were scattered. 
Strangely enough, as always is the case, the devil overreached himself. 
For, as they went north, south, east and west, fleeing from Saul, they 
took the glad tidings of a risen Saviour; a precious Jesus. They were not 
ashamed of their hope. Instead of stamping out the growing flame, it 
spread further and further. And you can be sure that Almighty God was 
watching over it all; overruling it all, for His own honour and glory. 
When dark clouds come over our lives,  and over our Churches,  we 
always jump to the conclusion that no good can come out of it. Well, if 
the devil had the handling of it, no good  would come out of it.  But 
while our God is on the throne (as He is, and always will be), in the 
end, Romans 8 verse 28 will stand true: “We know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to His purpose.” And it did.

Now, another trouble came upon the Church – a very unexpected 
one. There was great prosperity in Samaria. It seemed that almost the 
whole city turned, under the preaching of the gospel. It was rather like 
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Nineveh.  This  was  great  grace.  One  man  in  particular,  Simon  the 
sorcerer (who had been a bewitcher, and had had great followers in the 
days  before  the  gospel  came  to  Samaria),  seemed  to  believe,  was 
baptized and joined the Church. This was a great change. This tells us 
one  thing:  that  reformation  without  regeneration  is  not  salvation. 
Regeneration will bring reformation; undoubtedly so. But, there is such 
a thing as reformation without regeneration. And Simon’s life was just 
like that. In a sense, deep down, he saw the way the wind was blowing. 
He saw it  as  a  political  thing,  really;  expedient  for  him to join the 
Church,  and  join  this  growing  band  of  believers  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. He crept into the Church unawares. The Church didn’t discern 
the difference. But the standard of our Lord stood firm: “By their fruits 
ye shall know them.” And so it was, when Simon perceived that the 
Holy Ghost was given to the believers in Samaria through the hands of 
the apostles. Simon says: ‘Here’s something I can do here. I’ll give you 
money, so that I can have this power.’ “Thy money perish with thee” 
said the apostle. “Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter.” Can the 
Holy  Ghost  be  bought  with  money?  What  a  blasphemous  thought! 
“Thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.” “Thou 
hast neither part nor lot in this matter.” What a solemn curse rested on 
that  wretched  character,  Simon!  Exposed  for  what  he  was:  a  true 
hypocrite. How solemn, and how disappointing! How discouraging! An 
unexpected trouble, from an unexpected source.

Now we have another man in trouble: the Ethiopian eunuch - a man 
in  soul  trouble.  If  you’re  in  soul  trouble,  dear  friend,  it  will  be 
surprising what lengths you’ll be going to, to try and find the answer to 
it. Here was a man in soul trouble. Yes, he was a man who had much of 
this world’s goods. He had risen to what you might call ‘the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer’ in Ethiopia. He had great authority. Many servants, 
no  doubt,  at  his  behest;  a  very  good  wage,  and  no  doubt  highly 
esteemed. He had all his heart could wish for. But, there was

“…an aching void
    The world can never fill.”

W. Cowper
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When God begins to work in a sinner’s heart, this aching void is just 
what He puts. Whatever may have filled their heart before – it  may 
have been wealth; it may have been riches; it may have been pleasure; 
it may have been leisure; it may have been self – whatever it was, God 
put something there that this world can never fill: an aching void. The 
Ethiopian eunuch ached as he attended to the affairs of state; he ached 
as he looked at his lovely home; he ached as he looked at all these men 
under him; he ached as he went to see his queen. Nothing,  nothing 
could meet the deep, deep ache, down in his soul. He was crying out for 
God. That’s what it was. Is your heart like that? “As the hart panteth 
after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, O God. My soul 
thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall  I come and appear 
before God?” Is that your language? It’s the language of a living soul; 
an aching soul; a longing soul; a hungering soul; a thirsting soul.

So,  we  find  he  leaves  Ethiopia  for  a  season.  He  hastens  in  his 
chariot  down to Jerusalem. ‘Surely I’ll  find the answer to  my need 
there!’ All these hundreds of miles he goes, in search of the truth. But 
he  was  disappointed.  His  trouble  only  became  worse,  because  he 
couldn’t  find  the  answer  to  it.  Rather  like  Martin  Luther  going  to 
Rome, thinking he might find the answer to his ache, there. He found 
nothing but discouragement. He couldn’t find the answer to his deep 
need.  But  while  the  Ethiopian  eunuch  was  in  Jerusalem,  it  would 
appear that he came into possession of a part of the Holy Word of God 
– the prophecy of Isaiah - a rich possession. He wasn’t wasting his time 
as he went home. There were many hours to be spent as he crossed the 
desert. He was reading it; pondering over it. As he came to that blessed 
chapter, the chapter of chapters, Isaiah 53, he reads down its sacred 
contents. Now another question fills his longing heart: ‘Of whom is the 
prophet speaking? Who is this “Man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief.”? Who is  this One of whom it  says: “the chastisement of our 
peace was upon Him.”? Who is this “stricken” One? Who is this One of 
whom we read: “The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”? 
Who was that One who “was numbered with the transgressors.”?’ So 
he goes down that sacred chapter, and he is left with this question: “Of 
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whom speaketh the prophet this? Of himself, or of some other Man?” – 
that was his question, but he couldn’t answer it.

Now, dear friends, had God the Holy Ghost seen fit, He could have 
answered that  question  without  using  one of  his  servants.  We must 
never  limit  the  blessed  Spirit  of  God.  But,  “it  pleased  God  by  the 
foolishness  of  preaching  to  save  them  that  believe.”  God’s  usual 
method is to send ministers. We read, in Romans 10, of God’s method 
in this. “For whosever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.  How  then  shall  they  call  on  Him  in  whom  they  have  not 
believed? and how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not 
heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? and how shall they 
preach,  except  they  be  sent?”  -  notice  that  -  “as  it  is  written,  How 
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring 
glad tidings of good things!” When God sees the need of a preacher, He 
is not at a loss to provide one. That was a sad disappointment for Philip 
down in Samaria - where he must have been greatly tried about his 
ministry - to bring forth such a tare as Simon in the Church. It must 
have greatly tried him and greatly troubled him, lest  he was a false 
prophet,  and one who falsely preached the things of  God. The dear 
Spirit says: ‘Philip, leave Samaria. Go down to Gaza, which is desert.’ 
‘Desert, Lord? What good can I do there?’ But I like the man’s faith. 
“He arose and went.” My dear friends, when God gives a command, 
seek Philip’s grace to do it, without questioning. May God give you the 
grace to do it, for Jesus’ sake. Because you will find, in the outworking 
of  it,  this:  if  God  is  in  the  commanding  of  it;  God  will  be  in  the 
prospering of it. “And he arose and went.” Down to the desert.

If you are a mathematician, you perhaps could calculate what the 
possibilities might be of two men meeting in a desert. Mathematicians 
would tell you that it’s almost impossible. But there’s no chance or luck 
with God.

“My life’s minutest circumstance
Is subject to His eye.”

A. Toplady
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God decreed that Philip’s path should cross that of the Ethiopian 
eunuch. And it did; at the very moment; in the very place where God 
ordained.

“My life’s minutest circumstance
Is subject to His eye.”

A. Toplady

You never read that these men ever met again, but they had a purpose 
in their meeting at this moment; and meet they did. And why did they 
meet? Because God

“…decreed the very place
Where He would show triumphant grace.”

Burnham

As Philip drew near to the chariot, he saw the Ethiopian eunuch 
reading; he heard him reading. The blessed Spirit said, “Go near, and 
join  thyself  to  this  chariot.”  And when Philip  joined  himself  to  the 
chariot,  he  asked  a  good  question.  He  didn’t  waste  time. 
“Understandest thou what thou readest?” What a question that is about 
God’s Holy Word! The Ethiopian eunuch was an honest man. Grace 
will  always  make  a  man  honest.  It  made  him honest:  “How can  I, 
except  some  man  should  guide  me?”  He  needed  an  interpreter;  he 
needed  a  guide;  he  needed  an  instructor;  he  needed  a  teacher.  He 
desired that Philip would come up and sit with him. So Philip climbs 
into the chariot, and sits down beside this aching man. What does he 
find him reading? “He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a 
lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened He not His mouth: In His 
humiliation His judgment was taken away: and who shall declare His 
generation?  for  His  life  is  taken  from  the  earth.  And  the  eunuch 
answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet 
this? of himself,  or of some other Man?” It was “some other Man,” 
wasn’t it? With a capital ‘M’ – Jesus. “Then Philip opened his mouth” 
(and God opened his mouth) “and began at the same Scripture,  and 
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preached unto him Jesus.” It wasn’t the first time Philip had preached 
Jesus, was it? When he went down to Samaria he “preached Christ unto 
them.” This was his great delight. Philip would have sung our hymn 
just now with a full heart:

“To know my Jesus crucified,
   By far excels all things beside.”

Burnham

I believe he would have sung that hymn with a believing heart, and 
a loving heart. He was like the apostle Paul: “For I determined not to 
know any thing among you,  save  Jesus Christ,  and Him crucified.” 
Would to God we lived more in  that spirit,  in our lives;  pastor and 
people alike. We’d be more prosperous and more spiritually minded. 
And we’d see more fruit as well. Philip was setting a good example 
here. He “opened his mouth…and preached unto him Jesus.”

What did he say about Jesus? There are many things he must 
have said. And how we would like to have heard the conversation; the 
sermon that took place in that chariot! What would he have said about 
Jesus? First of all, I believe he would have spoken that He was and is 
undoubtedly the Son of God. After all, that was the question he put. “If 
thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and 
said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” Notice that word 
‘is’. The One who had been crucified at Calvary; laid in the tomb – is 
risen again at the right hand of God - the Son of God. Jesus of Nazareth 
– truly man, yes, but truly the Son of God – he would have preached 
that. That must be in our preaching. If Christ be not God, there is no 
preaching to preach; there’s no gospel to preach.

“I durst not confide in His blood…
  Unless I were sure He is God.”

J.Newton

And I am certain Philip would have begun, fairly near the beginning of 
his sermon, on that ground: that it is Almighty God of whom we are 
speaking.
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“This wondrous Man of Whom we tell,
  Is true Almighty God;
  He bought our souls from death and hell;
  The price, His own heart’s blood.”

J. Hart

But secondly, he would have spoken of Him as the Son of Man; a 
real Man. Likened to this ‘sheep led to the slaughter, and a lamb dumb 
before his shearer.’ He would have spoken of the way in which this 
Man,  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  was  taken  by  wicked hands,  and  crucified 
between two thieves, and “numbered with the transgressors,” as Isaiah 
53 says it would be so. He would tell him how He was willingly led: no 
resistance.  He  would  tell  him  how  He  didn’t  open  His  mouth,  in 
vengeance or revenge, against  His crucifiers or His persecutors.  No. 
How He  laid  down His  life  in  His  humiliation!  And  the  Ethiopian 
eunuch  would  have  said,  ‘But  why?  Why? What  reason?’  Now we 
come to the point: he “preached unto him Jesus.” You see, dear friends, 
the name ‘Jesus’ means “He shall  save His people from their sins.” 
Philip would not have hesitated to have said to the Ethiopian eunuch 
(great man that he was): ‘You are a sinner.’ And the eunuch knew it; 
I’m sure he did. That ache in his soul sprang from that knowledge. ‘I’m 
a guilty sinner! I’ve got a holy God to face! I’ve got no Mediator! I’ve 
got no High Priest! I’ve got no Advocate! How can I be just with this 
great  God?’  He  knew  himself  as  a  sinner;  a  guilty  sinner;  a  hell-
deserving  sinner.  But,  blessed  tidings  this:  the  sinner’s  Friend;  the 
eternal Son; the eternal Father stoops down into this sin cursed earth, in 
the form of a servant, to do His Father’s will; “to give His life a ransom 
for many.” “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every 
one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on Him the iniquity of us 
all.” These are the tidings he heard. He saw how the guilt of coming 
sinners was transferred from the guilty one to the guiltless One; from 
the sinner to the innocent One. He saw the holy, harmless, undefiled 
Lamb  of  God  set  before  Him  as  the  Saviour  of  sinners;  hanging, 
bleeding, dying on the cross. And I believe the Ethiopian eunuch would 
have heard these tidings just  the same,  but  much better  than in  the 
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wilderness, when the brazen serpent was erected before that sin-bitten 
multitude - ‘Look and live!’ I believe Philip would say: ‘Here is the 
answer to your guiltiness; your aching void: looking and living. The 
Holy Ghost gave him the look, and he saw yon lovely Man, crucified 
between two thieves. Like the dying thief, he feasted his faith upon that 
precious sight.

“Sweet the moments, rich in blessing,
 Which before the cross I spend,
  Life, and health, and peace possessing
  From the sinners dying Friend;

  Here it is I find my heaven,
  While upon the Lamb I gaze;
  Love I much? I’ve much forgiven;
  I’m a miracle of grace.”

Allen & Batty

These glad, sweet, precious tidings must have rolled into his heart 
like a river of peace, love and mercy; washed away his guilt; filled that 
aching void. His cup must have run over with joy and with love. “I 
found Him whom my soul loveth.” ‘I have found my Jesus.’ O, what a 
sermon it  must have been! What an effect there must have been! A 
congregation of one, but that didn’t matter. God can bless the words to 
one, as well as to a hundred and one, and a thousand and one; bless His 
holy name. And I admire Philip’s humility: willing to preach to one. He 
had been preaching to hundreds back in Samaria. But here was one soul 
in need of the gospel. He was willing to go, for that one soul. Philip is a 
wonderful example to us; for the gospel minister.

One other thing Philip  must  have preached:  obedience.  He must 
have done, because when they came to this “certain water,” why did the 
eunuch say: “See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?” 
If Philip had never mentioned it, he would have gone straight past that 
water, and on his way. He must have mentioned it. Why would Philip 
have  mentioned  it?  For  three  reasons.  The  first  is  because  it  is  a 
command in God’s Holy Word to those who have been wrought upon 
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by the Holy Spirit, shown their sinnership, and raised up to a hope in a 
precious Christ. It is one of those commands of which our dear Saviour 
spake: “If ye love Me, keep My commandments.”

The second reason why Philip would have spoken of it is this: the 
ordinance of believer’s baptism sets before us the gospel so preciously; 
it  is  the emblem of the grave.  The dear Saviour  came down to His 
grave;  to all  that  sea of suffering.  As He Himself  was immersed in 
Jordan’s  stream,  and the  waves  of  that  river  rolled  over  His  lovely 
head, so the waves of God’s wrath and God’s anger rolled over His 
holy  soul  and  bosom  and  head,  when  He  was  immersed  in  the 
outpourings of the wrath of God. But, you see,  then He died; then He 
was buried. The ordinance set before us is a burial:

“Jesus’ grave before you lies.”
Fawcett

And then what? Did our Lord remain in the grave? No, – death 
could not hold Him; the stone could not hold Him; the soldiers could 
not  hold  Him.  I  say  this  most  reverently:  the  law  itself  that  had 
demanded He go there, now demands that He be set free. “Delivered 
for  our  offences.”  “Raised again for  our  justification.”  Philip  would 
have  spoken  to  the  eunuch  about  all  these  things.  He  would  have 
spoken of how a risen Saviour is spoken of in that ordinance: coming 
up out of the water; out of the grave. You know what Paul said in 1 
Corinthians 15: (the same Saul who then became Paul in God’s time, a 
mighty champion of the truth) “If Christ  be not raised, your faith is 
vain; ye are yet in your sins.” But he says: “But now is Christ risen.” 
That word is not just to be found on the page of Scripture; it’s not just a 
doctrine. It’s something more than that. If Christ be not risen in your 
heart, as the hope of glory, (I mean by the power of the Holy Ghost), ye 
are yet in your sins. No resurrection power in our hearts – no pardon. 
The two go together. Where the Holy Ghost quickens a soul into divine 
power - gives him a new nature - that’s resurrecting power. With it (in 
God’s time) will come the knowledge of sin forgiven. But, without that 
resurrecting power, there is no forgiveness. If Christ be not raised in 
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your heart, or in mine, we are yet in our sins. That’s a solemn thought; 
something you and I should lay to our heart. Is He raised in our heart? 
Do we know resurrection power?

“Am I quickened by His Spirit;
  Live a life of faith and prayer?
  Trusting wholly to His merit;
  Casting on Him all my care?
  Daily panting,
  In His likeness to appear?”

W. Gadsby

I’m sure the Ethiopian eunuch would have had it set before him - the 
gospel that is preached in that blessed ordinance.

The third reason why he would have spoken of it is this: it is an 
open confession of something wrought within. Romans 10 again: “With 
the  heart  man  believeth  unto  righteousness;  and  with  the  mouth 
confession is  made unto salvation.”  Something within first;  then the 
witness of it without, and a life consistent with it. With all these things 
in mind, they come to this “certain water,” ordained of God to be in 
their  pathway.  “See,  here  is  water;  what  doth  hinder  me  to  be 
baptized?”

What  would have hindered him? What  would have been a right 
hindrance?  The  first  hindrance  would  be,  dear  friend,  if  he  knew 
nothing of the power of the Holy Ghost in his heart.  That is a vital 
hindrance. The ordinance is for the living. Not just the naturally living, 
but for those who are living by faith in a precious Christ - alive unto 
God by the power of the Spirit. 

Again, what would have been a lawful hindrance? If he had known 
nothing of himself as a sinner. If he had known nothing of what it was 
to be brought in guilty before God; the bar of God’s divine justice. It is 
an ordinance for sinners.

11



“Not the righteous,
Sinners Jesus came to call.”

J. Hart

The Ethiopian eunuch would have known something of that.

Again, what is a lawful hindrance? I do believe this: that there 
should be a reason of the hope within us in a precious Christ. A reason 
of a hope. Peter speaks about being able to give a reason of our hope. 
Leaving aside the ordinance itself for a moment, how many of you here 
tonight, could, before God and before man, if asked, give a reason of 
the hope that is within you? And on what ground would that hope be 
based? What foundation would it stand on? The Ethiopian’s hope stood 
on a good foundation – the Word of God; the faithfulness of God. It 
stood on this ground: the love of God in Christ Jesus – that’s where his 
hope was. And how the aching void that had been created by the Holy 
Ghost  had been filled by the blessed tidings of the gospel!  He was 
raised up to a good hope in a precious Christ. He could say: “What doth 
hinder me to be baptized?” He had, first of all, the first vital witness: 
conviction  of  sin  –  you  must  have  that.  Following  that,  there  was 
confession of sin. By that word ‘confession’, I mean not just the lip 
confession, but a leaving of those sins; a hating of those sins. And what 
would make you hate sin most? The law, or the gospel? You might get 
a sight of Sinai with its terrors, and with its threatenings, and with its 
thunderings – but that will only harden, if that’s all you hear.

“But a sense of blood-bought pardon,
Soon dissolves a heart of stone.”

J. Hart

Friends, it is that that makes the sinner feel and make him confess his 
sin. When he sees what sin has cost the Saviour; when he sees those 
nail prints in his hands and feet: ‘My sins did that!’ When he sees the 
spear mark in his side: ‘It was for my sin that dear body was broken!’ 
Then there’s confession. What weeping there is over it, inwardly! ‘O, 
my sins, my backslidings and my wanderings! My waywardness, my 
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carnal  mind,  my  natural  man!  To  think  all  this  cost  the  Saviour 
Gethsemene; the judgment hall; Calvary!’ Confession.

Confirmation: some witness of the Spirit that it is well. I don’t say 
the full assurance; some are given the full assurance. Others are given a 
good hope raised up - a measure of assurance. God is a sovereign in 
that. It would seem the dear eunuch had a great measure of assurance 
given to him at this time. No doubt it was tried later on, as all real, 
living faith will be, if you’re spared in the body any length of time. But 
the point is: there was a hope. And it was a good hope. It was a good 
hope through grace, as well.

Then there needs to be constraint.  Philip didn’t force this on the 
Ethiopian eunuch. No. The Ethiopian eunuch was led of the Spirit to it. 
We read elsewhere in God’s Holy Word of Paul and Peter commanding 
people to be baptized. They were apostles; they had the apostolic right 
so to do. But the Lord knows how to bring His people to it. And it’s the 
love  of  Christ  that  constrains;  that  removes  every  hindrance;  every 
stumbling block; all the things that Satan would put in the way – the 
love  of  Christ  removes  them  all.  No  hindrances  then!  “What  doth 
hinder me to be baptized?” “And Philip said, If thou believest with all 
thine heart, thou mayest.” And what did he say? “I believe that Jesus 
Christ  is  the  Son  of  God.”  In  that  blessed  testimony,  you  see  the 
essence of real religion.

First of all, it’s personal. Not borrowed; not passed down from your 
parents. “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” All real religion 
is  personal.  You  cannot share it;  you  cannot borrow it;  you  cannot 
inherit it from any parent or friend, or brother or sister! It is something 
personal – “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”

Secondly: “I believe.” Where did that believing come from? The 
Holy Ghost.

“He makes the believer, and gives him his crown.”
J. Hart
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It’s His work. John 3 verse 16 confirms that: “God so loved the world,” 
(that’s God the Father) “that He gave His only begotten Son,” (that’s 
the dear Lord Jesus Christ) “that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” Where does that believing come 
from? The Holy Ghost putting it in the heart – that’s what it is; that’s 
where  it  comes  from.  “I  believe.”  What  did  he  believe?  By  divine 
revelation, “that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” He believed that He is 
sat now at the right hand of  the Father, the same dear Man that hung on 
the cross at Calvary; who bled and died for poor sinners. ‘I believe that 
‘yon lovely Man’ is the eternal Son of the eternal God.’ “I believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” It wasn’t just a cold affirmation of 
faith. It was like the two on the road to Emmaus: their hearts burned 
within  them while  He talked  with  them by the  way,  and,  “He  was 
known of them in breaking of bread.” That’s how it was with this dear 
man - his heart burned with love; his zeal was set on fire by the Holy 
Ghost. “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” That testimony 
was to cost many, in the New Testament Church, their life. And it was 
so. When they were brought before the Emperors, this was the whole 
point. The Emperor believed he was God. But the believers would say: 
‘No. Jesus Christ is the Son of God!’ And many were thrown to the 
lions  for  that.  Some were  crucified,  and  some were  burnt.  Friends, 
would our testimony to this stand that test? Would it? If such a day 
should come in Great Britain, when we would be hailed to prison, or 
even to death, for confessing this? Would we still be a believer? Only if 
the Holy Ghost maintained that faith and kept us in it. You wouldn’t 
keep yourself.

“I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded 
the chariot  to stand still.” It  was a public witness.  Those who were 
driving the chariot stood by and watched, as they went down into the 
water. And, no doubt, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost, this eunuch was baptized. Then they came up out of 
the water. The Spirit catches Philip away. His work was done, as far as 
the Ethiopian eunuch was concerned: he was needed no more. The man 
had found Christ! Philip went on his way to carry on preaching where 
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the Lord sent him. But the eunuch “went on his way rejoicing.” I do 
like that, friends; he had the answer of a good conscience. Even you 
children will know: if you’ve got a bad conscience about something, 
you can’t rest, can you? If you’ve done something wrong, and you are 
guilty of it, unless your conscience is so seared with continual sin that 
you feel no more, (it’s a very solemn thing if it is) a guilty conscience is 
a very bad companion. Now, I know not, I just draw a bow at a venture; 
are  there  any  with a  guilty  conscience  about  this  matter?  The Lord 
knows. The Ethiopian eunuch no longer had a guilty conscience over 
this matter. “He went on his way rejoicing.” Why? One: he had found 
the Saviour. Two: his sins had been put away. Three: he was numbered 
among God’s dear people. He was in that way of which we read of in 
Psalm 107: “He led them forth by the right way, that they might go to a 
city of habitation.” Favoured man, this man. Sweet testimony left on 
the page of Scripture, for our instruction. May the Holy Ghost search 
our hearts out.

Those of us who have walked this way: did we walk it in faith? And 
what sort of profession have we made of it since? O, what a need of the 
blood of  Jesus,  some  of  us  feel  to  have!  And  those  who  have  not 
walked this way – the dead in sin - there is no qualification  there for 
this. But, if there are those here tonight, who know what the Ethiopian 
eunuch knew, here’s a question for you: “What doth hinder me to be 
baptized?”  I  leave it  between you and the  Lord,  and may the Lord 
answer the question, as only He can.

Amen
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