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Text:  Let  us be glad and rejoice,  and give honour to Him: for the  
marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself ready.  
And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean  
and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. And He saith  
unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage  
supper of the Lamb. And He saith unto me, These are the true sayings 
of God. ( Revelation 19 verses 7-9)

Every word of Scripture is a true saying of God. But we have in our 
subject this evening a very emphatic declaration concerning the Word 
of  God;  this  that  John the  apostle  was  given  the  great  privilege  of 
seeing, as the Celestial City gates were opened to him, for a little while, 
to gaze within and see the glories within that blessed place. It was very 
encouraging, comforting and confirming to God’s dear servant to have 
this true revelation before him. The Lord Jesus Christ said to the dying 
thief:  “Verily  I  say  unto  thee,  To  day  shalt  thou  be  with  Me  in 
paradise.”  That  “verily”  has  the  same  force  as  this  word:  “the  true 
sayings of God.” O, how thankful we should be that God’s Word is like 
Himself; unchangeable, immutable. And though men may cavil at it, 
fight against it, deny it, yet in the great day when all is consummated 
one thing is absolutely true; it will be seen by sinner and saint, that they 
were – they are –  “the true sayings of God.”

In this chapter, the marriage of the Lamb is set before us. That is a 
strange expression; let me explain it, with God’s help. “The Lamb” is a 
name given to the second person in the glorious Trinity. God the Father 
is not the Lamb; God the Spirit is not the Lamb; but God the Son is. He 
is that One who was ordained in the covenant of grace, by His heavenly 
Father, by Himself, and by the Spirit, to take into union with Himself a 
nature like the bride’s. This bride whom He was seeking, (of whom our 
text speaks), had fallen in Adam – fallen as much in Adam, as every 
other part of Adam’s fallen race. He knew, Almighty God knew, (the 
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Father and the Spirit with the Son), that if that fallen Church in Adam 
were ever to be in glory, were ever to sit down at the marriage supper 
of the Lamb, they would need a sacrifice. And no ordinary one, either. 
No blood of bulls and goats would do here! No normal, natural lamb 
would do! None other than the dear Lamb of God, God’s eternal Son in 
our nature; only He could obey all that was required to bring this bride 
safe home to glory.

You read in the sixth verse these words: “And I heard as it were the 
voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the 
voice  of  mighty  thunderings,  saying,  Alleluia:  for  the  Lord  God 
omnipotent reigneth.” In the bringing of the bride to the Bridegroom 
and to glory, all three Persons of the glorious Trinity are wonderfully 
involved.  In  the  first  verse  of  our  text,  the  crown  is  put  where  it 
belongs: “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to Him.” Who? 
To this “Lord God omnipotent.”  That word ‘omnipotent’  means ‘all 
powerful, Almighty.’ It reminds us of the great power needed to save a 
sinner. I say it reverently; it was easy for God to create the world. He 
had only to speak, and it was done; only to command with His voice, 
and it stood fast. That was easy for God; we read that it was the work of 
His fingers. But,  when it  came to salvation (I  say this reverently) it 
needed  all  the  might  and  all  the  power  and  all  that  the  Trinity  of 
Persons could give, to save the Church. That is why we have this name 
“the Lamb” before us this evening. It reminds us – and the bride is 
continually reminded – of the cost of her salvation. She’ll never forget 
it; she never will wish to forget it. Here below she’s reminded of it. 
That is why the ordinance of the Lord’s supper was ordained, for that 
very purpose: “This do in remembrance of Me.” That was its purpose – 
that is its purpose – ’till He come.

But, those sitting down above at the marriage supper of the Lamb, 
don’t need reminding, in a sense, do they? They don’t need emblems – 
they have the substance. They have the very presence of the dear Lamb 
of God there. 
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“In Paradise, within the gates,
  A nobler entertainment waits,
  Fruits new and old laid up in store,
  Where we shall feast, and want no more.”

J. Cennick

O, they have Christ Himself there! What a blessed place it must be! To 
see, to feast upon the sight of the Lamb of God to all eternity!

But (and this is the great point of our subject this evening) to come 
to that place – to be found within that vast number, that innumerable 
company, that great multitude; to add our voice to the “many waters” 
and  the  “mighty  thunderings,  saying  Alleluia”  –  we  need  to  be 
prepared. There is no more certain truth in the whole of divine writ than 
this, that you and I need to be prepared for glory. “Let us be glad and 
rejoice, and give honour to Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, 
and His wife hath made herself ready.” I take it that in its fullest sense, 
the marriage of the Lamb shall be when time shall be no more, when 
the Judgment Day will have passed and the whole election of grace are 
gathered – none missing – around the throne of God in glory. Yet, the 
redeemed souls of God’s dear people, as they enter glory at death, do in 
measure enter into this marriage union in a feeling sense. Of course, it 
was begun in their experience here below. In the purposes of God, it 
was from all eternity; it was an everlasting love with which He loved 
His dear people, and therefore with lovingkindness has He drawn them 
there. But we must not think that there is anything wanting in the joy 
that the redeemed above have now. As far as they have the capacity 
that God has given them in their redeemed spirits, they are in “fulness 
of joy.” “In Thy presence is fulness of joy: at Thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore.” That joy will be finally consummated when 
the redeemed body is reunited with the redeemed soul.

“Made like Him, like Him we rise;
  Ours the cross, the grave, the skies!”

C. Wesley
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When Sarah died, Abraham said: “that I may bury my dead out of 
my sight.” The body was returning to corruption – that’s what it does. 
But that redeemed body is never out of sight of the great Head of the 
Church. Even though it has returned to the dust from whence it came, 
in the eye of the Redeemer that body is ever seen, waiting for the last 
trump.  “The  trumpet  shall  sound,  and  the  dead  shall  be  raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” What a day! What a moment! 
What an anticipation for a believer! The great point is – we read: “His 
wife  hath made herself  ready.”  ‘Now,’  you may say,  ‘does this  not 
contradict what you so often tell us: this is the work of grace and the 
work of God? Have not you already said this evening that it is the work 
of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost? How then 
can the wife of the Lamb, His bride, make herself ready?’ We may look 
at this in more than one way.

First of all, there is this to be said about it: this is the concern of the 
bride. Make no mistake about it, if you have the life of God in your 
soul this evening, this will be your prayer:

“Prepare me, gracious God,
  To stand before Thy face;
  Thy Spirit must the work perform,
  For it is all of grace.”

Elliott & Toplady

Friend,  if  that’s  not  your  desire,  if  that’s  not  your  exercise  before 
Almighty God, then you are not among those of whom it is said: “hath 
made herself ready.” Let’s be very clear about these things. Is there an 
exercise in your soul to be made ready for this great event? ‘O,’ you 
say, ‘but there’s time yet!’ The foolish virgins thought that: no oil in 
their lamps. How vulnerable they were! How little did they realise the 
solemnity  of  their  condition!  “At  midnight  there  was  a  cry  made, 
Behold,  the bridegroom cometh;  go ye out  to  meet  him.” The wise 
trimmed their  lamps, went out to meet the bridegroom, and went in 
with him to the marriage supper, “and the door was shut.” They were 
shut in, and the foolish were shut out. No oil! No exercise! They were 
so self-satisfied, they were so independent. They thought it was an easy 
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thing to be ready. It’s not. It’s a daily exercise – it should be – with us 
each. For the time is short; your life is short. ‘O,’ you say, ‘I’ve made 
plans; I’m making arrangements for this, that and the other. I haven’t 
got time to die!’ That’s the language of this present world. God will not 
wait your time, or my time – remember that. This should be a daily 
exercise. And it will be to those who are rightly spoken of as the bride 
of  Christ.  This is  her  one concern,  her  chief  concern – to  be made 
ready.

Secondly,  she  makes  herself  ready  in  this  sense.  God  the  Holy 
Ghost is at work within her; He lays hold of her will. He works in her, 
“to will and to do of His good pleasure.” “Thy people shall be willing 
in the day of Thy power.” In that sense, the bride  does make herself 
ready. God the Holy Ghost lays hold of her. It is He who inspires the 
desire to be made ready. It is He who indites this exercise, this great 
matter: ‘where shall I spend eternity?’ It is He who strips her of her 
fancied  meekness,  takes  away  the  rags  of  her  self  righteousness, 
exposes to her her fallen condition. In that sense, she complies. Now 
grace is in her heart she willingly, like Paul, counts those things “but 
dung,” that she might be found in Him. She is so stripped of any hope 
in herself, so undone and lost in her own feelings, she needs a garment 
not-her-own.  She  needs  an  obedience  not-her-own.  She  needs  a 
righteousness not-her-own. The way the bride makes herself ready is to 
be fleeing to that righteousness; fleeing to the Rock of Ages; fleeing to 
the obedience of Christ. Yes, this is the way she makes herself ready.

We read: “The name of the LORD is a strong tower: the righteous 
runneth into it,  and is  safe.”  What  is  the name of  the  Lord? “THE 
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”   The bride runs into it – flees into 
it – it’s her only hope.

“Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
  My beauty are, and glorious dress.”

Count Zinzendorf
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No other dress will God approve of at the marriage supper. To attempt 
to come in any other, you will have the same solemn outcome as the 
man who came in without a wedding garment. “Friend, how camest 
thou in hither not having a wedding garment?” What was the porter 
doing  at  the  door,  I  wonder?  Lacking  discernment,  wasn’t  he?  He 
should have pointed out to that man: ‘You’ve not got the right garment. 
You have no right to enter!’ What is lacking in the Churches in our day 
is  discernment;  I  throw  no  stones.  What  a  mercy  when  a  gracious 
discernment is given to detect, to separate the precious from the vile. 
Dear  friends,  are  you  willing,  this  night,  to  be  examined,  to  be 
searched? Bring it to the light:

“Am I His, or am I not?
J. Newton

Does this obedience clothe me? Am I covered with it? Has it ever been 
said of me:

“And, lest the shadow of a spot
  Should on my soul be found,
  He took the robe the Saviour wrought,
  And cast it all around.”?

I.Watts
Nothing else will do.

“To her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean 
and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of the saints.” Now, it 
says: “To her was granted.” That implies two things. A gift: a free gift, 
an unmerited gift, an undeserved gift, a gift you can never buy. Not all 
the currency of this earth, did you possess it all, could buy this gift. It’s 
a  free gift,  sovereignly given.  Secondly,  that  word ‘granted’ implies 
this: she was begging for it, aching for it, longing for it. Taking the 
language of that beautiful hymn:

“In Christ’s obedience clothe,
  And wash me in His blood;
  So shall I lift my head with joy
  Among the sons of God.”                    Elliot & Toplady
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Long she lay at the feet of Jesus, perhaps, seeking for this blessing. 
Long she may have felt without it. Many times she must have despaired 
whether it ever would be hers. Would He turn her away? No. “All that 
the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I 
will in no wise cast out.” Like Joshua, the high priest of whom we read 
of in Zechariah’s prophecy;  we find that he was clothed with filthy 
garments.  There was Satan,  the accuser  of the brethren,  at  his  right 
hand to resist him. What did the Lord say? “The LORD rebuke thee, O 
Satan… is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?” “And he answered 
and spake  unto those that  stood before him,  saying,  Take away the 
filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused 
thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of 
raiment. And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head.” 

Friends, that blessed change is that that is wrought by the blessed 
Spirit. It is when He brings to the child of God the obedience of Christ, 
and clothes him with it. What does He say then?  “Thou art all fair, my 
love; there is no spot in thee.” Then that word is fulfilled that we read 
of in Psalm 45 – beautiful word: “The King’s daughter  is all glorious 
within: her clothing is of wrought gold.” “Wrought gold!” What does 
that  mean? Apparently,  there were garments made where the thread 
was intertwined with wrought gold. What a garment it must have been! 
The thread (I  say it  most  reverently) is  setting before us the sacred 
humanity  of  the  dear  Redeemer,  a  real  Man  – but  the  gold,   His 
Godhead. For the Church, He gave Himself: not just His humanity, also 
His Godhead. He was incarnate God. He gave Himself for the Church, 
“that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious church, not having 
spot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing;  but  that  it  should  be  holy  and 
without blemish.”

“And, lest the shadow of a spot
  Should on my soul be found,
  He took the robe the Saviour wrought,
  And cast it all around.”

I. Watts
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“Holy as the Holy One,” said William Gadsby. What a mystery! How 
can it be? But it is.

 “To her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean 
and white.” Three things: “fine,” “clean,” “white.” “Fine” is the very 
best. Nothing but the best would do for the bride of Christ; nothing but  
the best. Purchasing a wedding dress these days can be very expensive. 
But, my dear friends, no wedding dress ever compared with this one. 
What was the price of the fine linen that now clothes the Church of 
Christ? It was the blood of Christ. “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were 
not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain 
conversation  received by  tradition  from  your  fathers;  But  with  the 
precious blood of Christ,  as  of a lamb without  blemish and without 
spot: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, 
but was manifest in these last times for you, Who by Him do believe in 
God.” When we say “the blood of Christ” purchased it, what do we 
mean? We mean this: that as the dear Saviour lay down His life, He 
transferred the obedience that He had wrought out by His death: He 
transferred it  to those for whom He was dying.  Their  disobedience, 
their disgrace, their wretchedness, their poverty, was laid on Him. He 
atoned for it, cast it behind His back, satisfied the holy law, (He would 
have been offended by the guilt  of  His Church) and so “the King’s 
daughter  is  all  glorious  within.”  No  spot  in  her.  “Granted  that  she 
should be arrayed in  fine linen” – the very best; nothing short of the 
righteousness of God wrought out in our nature.

Secondly, it’s “clean.” I like that. David prayed: “Create in me a 
clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.” This speaks of 
the holiness of the garment; the purity of it. It is not defiled by your 
wretched nature, not defiled by your old heart – no. Those in our text 
have left that behind, haven’t they? It no longer plagues them, it  no 
longer distresses them. It no longer pollutes them, it no longer comes 
between them and their God. That is one of the benefits of death for a 
believer: sin is made an end of eternally. “Precious in the sight of the 
LORD is the death of His saints.” That’s one aspect of the preciousness 
of it: the end of sin for a child of God. O, that last breath – that’s the 
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end of it! The end of sin – what a mercy! What a prospect! “Clean.” It 
speaks to us of the cleanness of the new nature, and the cleanness of the 
imputed righteousness of the dear Redeemer. Not a blemish in it, not a 
spot in it,  not a wrinkle in it,  no fault in it  whatsoever! Then – it’s 
“white.” The good hymnwriter said:

“White is his soul, from blemish free;
  Red with the blood He shed for me.”

I. Watts

The wonderful thing is, the whiteness of that blemish-free soul of 
Christ;  and the  obedience  of  Christ  is  imputed  to  His  dear  Church. 
What a thought! What a glory! “White.” Again, the word “white” has 
this in it: “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” Then again, I understand this 
word “white”  does  have in  it  another  dimension:  brightness.  Where 
does the glory of the Church come from? It’s a reflected glory. It comes 
from the Lamb of God, who is the “Light thereof.” No need of the sun 
there. No need of the moon there. No need of the stars, either. No – 
“the Lamb is the light thereof.” His blessed light reflects on all  His 
Church, so, as any look on the Church, what do they see? The glory of 
the Lamb.

“Fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness 
of  saints.”  I  find  here  something very  remarkable.  This  “fine  linen, 
clean and white” is to be provided by Father, Son and Holy Ghost in 
His ordaining; especially through the work of the dear Lamb of God. 
Yet,  He calls  it:  “the righteousness of saints.”  It’s  theirs  – given to 
them. If you give a gift, it belongs to the person to whom you have 
given it. It’s theirs, they have a right to it, it’s given to them. So, how 
wonderful it is, as the Church of God is clothed in His righteousness 
they can justly call it their own. Not that they wove it out themselves, 
far less did they buy it. ‘No,’ they say, ‘the Lamb gave it me. He gave it 
me.’ “The fine linen is the righteousness of saints.”
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But, you must remember that other verse in Revelation chapter 7, 
where we read: “These are they which came out of great tribulation, 
and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.” What garments were they? Certainly not the righteousness of 
Christ – that never needs washing; never needs cleansing. It remains 
new, clean, pure – to all eternity. It will never wear out. Neither is it the 
work of the blessed Spirit within the new nature – that is a holy work. 
That doesn’t need washing. It’s pure, undefiled  – it must be. Friends, 
what  does  need  washing?  Your  profession  and  my  profession  of  a 
precious Christ;  now that does need washing. How far short we come! 
It’s a miracle Christ is not ashamed of His Church. How slow she is, 
here below, to speak on His behalf! How often her tongue is dumb 
when it should speak! How often it speaks when it should be silent! O, 
the sins of omission, the sins of commission, in the professing Church 
of Christ! Yet, precious Jesus  – what has He done? He has opened a 
fountain for sin and uncleanness, and He’s plunged His dear people 
therein – washed in the blood of Christ. Their profession in His name is 
made acceptable to Him. What a wonderful love there is in that! Real 
profession is the fruit of the Spirit within. But, how often, because of 
what we are in our nature, we need the “fountain opened…for sin and 
uncleanness.”

What did the Lord say to John? “Write.” ‘Write this, John, for the 
generation  to  come.  Write  this,  John,  for  those  who  will  be  in 
tribulation like you. Write this for your companions in tribulation in the 
Church of God militant here below, to the end of time. Write it down, 
John, so they may see there’s a prospect; soon the battle will be done, 
soon the race will be won, soon the victory will be gained. Give them a 
glimpse  of  the  redeemed  in  heaven.  Show  them,  as  the  good 
hymnwriter said in that hymn we sometimes sing:

“Give me the wings of faith to rise
  Within the veil, and see
  The saints above, how great their joys,
  How bright their glories be.”

I. Watts
                                 – give me a glimpse of it!’ 
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“Write” says the Lord to John. ‘Write it down.’ “Blessed are they 
which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.” Seven times, 
in  the  Book  of  the  Revelation,  in  essence  do  we  have  the  words: 
“Blessed are they.” Seven is a perfect number. This is one of them. Of 
course, you know some of the others, don’t you? Here’s another one: 
“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith 
the Spirit,  that they may rest from their labours; and their works do 
follow them.” The last one in Revelation is in the last chapter: “Blessed 
are they that do His commandments, that they may have right to the 
tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.” “Do His 
commandments.” Yes, they are those who were wrought upon by the 
Spirit within; those who are clothed in Christ’s obedience; those who 
profess  His  dear  name  because  of  possessing His  dear  name  here 
below. O, to possess it in our hearts! It will come out in your life, it 
must do, friend. It must show sooner or later whose you are and whom 
you serve.

“Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the 
Lamb.” This is an effectual call.  There is more than one call  in the 
Word of God. There is the outward call of the gospel; that is, every 
time the gospel is preached, there is the voice of God in it, in a sense. 
But, ‘the outward call may make a man a professor,’ said good Thomas 
Watson, but, it is ‘the inward call that makes him a possessor.’ That’s 
the vital thing. And these are the ones, in our subject this evening, who 
are called.  It  was an inward,  effectual  call.  It  ‘changed the heart,  it 
renewed the will,  it  turned the feet to Zion’s hill.’  You see who sat 
down  to  this  marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb  –  some  of  the  names: 
Manasseh, who made Jerusalem’s streets run with blood; Simon Peter, 
who denied his Lord, with oaths and curses; Jacob, who deceived his 
father; David, who fell into adultery; Saul of Tarsus, who blasphemed 
God by persecuting the Church – so we could go on. O, that long list! 
But, dear friends, they are around the table of the marriage supper of 
the Lamb. What is their conversation, I wonder? There are two things 
that occupy their  minds, in particular;  if  only  we could enter into it 
more. One is, how unworthy they feel to be there. 
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“Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
  And enter while there’s room;
  While thousands make a wretched choice,
  And rather starve than come?”

I. Watts

‘O!’ says Peter to Paul, ‘I’m less worthy than you, Paul, to be here!’ 
O, the unworthiness the dear saints of God feel! But, the other side of it 
is this: they are all looking to the Lamb of God. “Worthy is the Lamb,” 
they  are  saying,  “that  was  slain  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.” How they 
cast  their  crowns at  His dear feet!  ‘He is our worthiness,  He is  our 
merit, He is our honour, He is our glory’ – “Worthy is the Lamb.” And 
they will never, ever tire of singing that blessed anthem. It will never  
wear out.

 “Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the 
Lamb.” What do they eat there? What is their food and drink there? 
Well, we can only hint at it. “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared 
for them that love Him.” But, we may just have one or two things that 
we may be looking forward to, if we might reach that place. First of all, 
they feast on the immediate presence of the dear Redeemer. They felt 
below what His presence did. How it strengthened, didn’t it? How it 
upheld them! How it quietened their spirits! Now they feed eternally on 
that presence; not just by faith – it’s more than that - it’s by sight. They 
see ‘yon lovely Man.’ For:

“The bride eyes not her garment,
  But her dear Bridegroom’s face;
  I will not gaze at glory,
  But on my King of grace;
  Not on the crown He giveth,
  But on His piercéd hand:
  The Lamb is all the glory
  Of Immanuel’s land.”

A. Cousin
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When the hymnwriter wrote that, it wasn't doing despite to the Father 
and the Spirit. What it was doing, was commenting on those words that 
we read in Revelation 21: “And the city had no need of the sun, neither 
of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the 
Lamb  is  the  light  thereof.”  That’s what  Samuel  Rutherford  was 
referring to. He was showing us that in heaven, the light that God the 
Father has ordained is the Lamb of God – no need of natural sun there. 

What else do they feed on? The true sayings of God. What rich 
food there is there to meditate on to all eternity! What else do they feed 
on? The precious obedience and blood of Jesus, in sweet meditation, to 
all eternity. And many other things that we do not know yet. But, if the 
Lord will, we may sit down among that blessed number, in due season. 
“Blessed are  they which are  called unto the marriage supper  of  the 
Lamb.”

My final point this evening is this: what credentials have you got 
tonight, that you will one day be around this marriage supper table? 
What  is your credential tonight? Even in a wedding here below, it is 
only the guests who are invited; they have a right to be at the marriage 
feast, don’t they? Friends, you’ll need your credentials for this. What 
are they? First of all, there must be a new nature. Only the new nature 
can feed on the food at this marriage table. It’s not for carnal minds, not 
for the natural man – that could never enjoy it. If you live and die with 
only  a  carnal  mind,  as  a  natural  man,  you  could  never  enjoy  the 
marriage supper of  the Lamb. No. You need a  new nature for that. 
“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for 
they shall be filled.” The carnal mind, the natural man, never did that. 
But the new man does – as the Holy Ghost inspires him and indites 
him.  What  is  the  second  credential  we  must  have?  It’s  this:  to  be 
clothed in Christ’s obedience. O, we must have that wedding garment! 
We must have that clothing! What else must we have? We must have 
an interest in the blood of Christ. In other words, we must be tracing 
back that that we have experienced in our hearts to that blessed source, 
Calvary’s cross. There is so much of this in the Revelation. Every time 
the dear Lamb of God is mentioned, we are reminded of His precious 
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blood – that is the theme of heaven. “Therefore are they before the 
Throne of God,” (because of that precious blood) “and serve Him day 
and night in His temple.” Because of that precious blood. That will be 
the theme; that will be the  enjoyment of their conversation. 

“But when this poor lisping, stammering tongue
  Lies silent in the grave,
  Then, in a nobler, sweeter song,
  I’ll sing Thy power to save.”

W. Cowper

And what was it that brought them there? The precious blood of Christ.

What  are  your  credentials,  then,  tonight?  One  further  credential 
which God’s dear people carry: the earnest of the Spirit, the witness of 
the Spirit. God  does give to His dear people a reason for their hope. 
Dear David said: “Remember the word unto Thy servant, upon which 
Thou hast  caused me to hope.” Some of us here tonight, (we say it 
humbly, we are most unworthy of it) but, if ever we reach this blessed 
place, we will need the lowest place at the marriage table, because we 
are the most unworthy. But we can say this: God has given us a word to 
hope on; a word which we believe He will not deny, when we stand 
before His judgment throne. Like Jacob here below, we’ll be able to 
say: ‘Lord, Thou saidst it.’ Happy soul who can say that. Happy sinner, 
here  tonight,  who  has  been  so wrought  upon  by  the  Spirit;  who’s 
carrying around in His bosom just  one word of gospel hope, from the 
God of hope.

“Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the 
Lamb.” Friends,  what a wonderful  call  it  is,  when at  last,  when the 
work of grace is done, and the dear Redeemer sends His messenger:

“The time is now fixed, and soon it will come,
  When Christ will His messenger send,
  To fetch him from Meshech and carry him home;
  And then all his sorrows will end.”

W. Gadsby
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Really, the hour and article of death, although it is a solemn enemy 
–  it is the last enemy – yet looked at in the light of our text, it is but 
Christ’s messenger. ‘Come up higher,’ it is saying. “Rise up, my love, 
my fair one, and come away. For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over 
and gone;…the time of the singing of birds is come.” 

Then what a great rejoicing there will be in that day, when Jesus 
calls His Church to His right hand: the day of His return. “Blessed are 
they which are called.” “The trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed...then shall be brought to 
pass the saying that is  written,  Death is swallowed up in victory. O 
death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of 
death  is  sin;  and  the  strength  of  sin  is  the  law.”  Now  this  is  the 
occupation, the conversation of those around the marriage supper of the 
Lamb: “thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”  May you and I live to be there.

Amen.
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