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by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 24th September, 2006 
 

Text:  “But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”  (1 Corinthians 15, verse 57) 
 
 The Apostle Paul was inspired to write to the Church at Corinth at a 
very critical time in the history of this infant Church. Very soon after it 
had been planted, watered, and nurtured into a gospel Church with 
gospel order, the enemy came in and sowed many tares among the 
wheat, and wrought great havoc in this Church, almost, you might have 
thought, to destroy it. Were it not for the truth of our text, it would have 
been destroyed. 
 
      The things which afflicted the Church at Corinth were many. One 
was a party spirit; another was immorality undealt with; and another 
was a divergence on doctrine, particularly a denial of the resurrection 
of Christ and of the dead. The Apostle Paul, in this chapter, was given 
great grace. Indeed, he wrote words that weren’t His own; they were 
put into his heart and mouth (and his pen) by God the Holy Ghost, as a 
defence of the great, sure truth of the resurrection of the dead. 
 

What do we mean by the resurrection of the dead? We mean simply 
this – profoundly this: that there is coming a day when every son of 
Adam that has ever been born on the face of this earth, from Adam to 
the end of time, will be raised again. That is, they will be given another 
body, different from the one they had while they were on earth, but one 
ready for the eternal habitation they are to inhabit. Very blessedly, the 
redeemed will have a body fit and ready for eternal happiness and bliss, 
and the glory of God above. But we must also say that the lost, who 
live without faith and die without faith in Christ, who have lived Christ-
less lives and died Christ-less deaths, will be given a body solemnly 
prepared for the torments of eternal misery. These things have to be 
said. They must not be hidden as if they are too uncomfortable and 
unpalatable to be said. The apostle here makes no doubt about the 
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matter – that there is a Day of Judgment, a day of resurrection when the 
whole race of Adam will stand arrayed before the Triune God, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the great King of kings being the Judge of all. And that 
final separation, between the sheep and the goats will be made known 
to all eternity. 
 

Now, these solemn certainties should, and, if the grace of God be in 
our heart, they will, raise a solemn, searching question in our hearts – a 
vital question. The question really is this: will we be overcomers, as our 
text speaks of, or will we be overcome? Our text speaks of a victory – 
given, granted, achieved, accomplished, and the fruits of it imparted. 
Such will be overcomers. In a moment I hope to speak to you of four 
things wherein they are overcomers (among many other things). But 
then, there are those who will be overcome. They will be on the wrong 
side of this solemn and very searching word. To their eternal misery, 
they will find that they are overcome by those things which God’s dear 
children are made overcomers in. If you read the second and third 
chapters of the Revelation, we are told there of seven Churches in Asia. 
They were very different Churches, and there were very different 
messages for each one of them. But there was one thing in common in 
the letters sent to every one of those Churches – this expression: “he 
that overcometh;”  “him that overcometh.” 

 
What is there, then, to overcome? What is this victory that the 

apostle speaks of? There are four things, in the immediate context, of 
which the apostle speaks of being overcome through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Those four things are these: sin, the law, death, and the grave. 
Four things overcome through our Lord Jesus Christ. Let me make this 
comment now, (and I make no hesitation about it) that this is the only 
way in which these four things may be overcome. Every other religion 
that man has fashioned, in his ignorance, to satisfy a religious mind, 
will never overcome these four things. All the ‘isms’ that antichrist has 
ever invented will never overcome these four things. So it is a vital 
thing for you to know how these four things are overcome – sin, the 
law, death, and the grave.  
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All of these four things are mightier than we are. Follow them 
through, just for a moment. Take that solemn word ‘sin.’ You have 
been singing of it in your opening hymn: 
 

   “O thou hideous monster, Sin, 
      What a curse hast thou brought in!” 

J. Hart 
  

We are told “the strength of sin is the law.” But there’s another strength 
that sin has – the love of it. You think of it friends. You could easily 
forsake your besetting sins if you didn’t love them. If your old nature 
didn’t entwine itself around them and lust after them, you could easily 
run away from them and forsake them. But it’s the love of sin which is 
its power. That’s a very solemn thing. Until the law enters, (as we’ll 
notice in a moment), the sinner doesn’t realise the solemnity of that 
condition. But one of the effects of conviction of sin is to raise up in 
him a solemn awareness that he has in him that innate enmity to God 
and to godliness, and a solemn love for that which God hates. Yes, and 
a hatred for that which God loves. That brings this sinner down into a 
very solemn position – yet a very vital position – if he is ever to be an 
overcomer. He is to become dependent upon that blessed word ‘grace.’ 
“Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” 
 
 Now, what is sin? I wonder how many of you here could define sin 
for me? Of course, in the day in which we’re living, ‘sin’ is a word 
which is being wiped out of dictionaries and vocabularies. The modern 
view of sin is that it is just a psychological aberration. If you can 
counsel men, and talk them through it, then they can release themselves 
from its power. Or, even more subtly, we are now told by psychologists 
that sin is no longer sin, really. They say that you shouldn’t really 
accuse anybody of anything, because it’s the way they want to live, and 
you have no right to hinder that, and impose upon them a set of values 
which they do not believe in. In other words, there is no such thing as 
sin in the modern world – that is according to man’s judgment. But 
now let me tell you what God the Holy Ghost has to say about the 
matter. What does God say about it? “For sin is the transgression of the 
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law.” Whose law? God’s law – that is what sin is. God’s law is like a 
boundary; a fence put around man for his good, as well as for God’s 
glory. If only man realised it – what a different place the world would 
be if the Ten Commandments were adhered to! What a different nation 
our nation would be! You wouldn’t have needed to have locked your 
door when you came out of your house this morning; you would have 
had no fear of anyone breaking in and stealing. No. But because you 
are afraid that someone might break in and steal what you possess, you 
have locked it; probably double locked it. That’s because there is sin. 
And so we could go on in many, many other deeper and more 
profound, solemn ways. But the point I make is this – God has put a 
bound about man for his good. And every time man crosses that fence, 
crosses that boundary, he sins. It’s rebellion – sin is rebellion. It 
reminds me of what the late R.J.Honeysett says (a good, godly man; 
pastor at Cranbrook.) You little ones; children – listen for a moment. In 
his autobiography, he tells how he first learnt what the law meant. 
When he was a young lad, they had a rule in his school that no one 
must come in by the front door. You had to come in by the side door. 
The front door was for teachers and VIP’s. One day he was late. So, 
thinking he could get in quickly, he rushed in through the front door, 
hoping that no-one would notice. But the Headmaster did notice, and 
got his cane out. (In those days they used the cane in schools). But 
before he dealt with him, he said: “Now, lad, what is the reason I am 
going to punish you?” “Well,” he said, “I’ve come through the front 
door.” “No,” said the Headteacher, “that’s not the reason. It’s 
rebellion.” And the dear man said: “I learnt, for the first time, what the 
law really demands – obedience, and I was a rebel.” It would be a 
mercy if many of you might learn that lesson. Sin is not just an 
affliction; not just an infirmity. It is rebellion, and God looks on it as 
such. Every sin is a rebellion against almighty God, and God would not 
be God if He didn’t deal with it. That’s why, in our text, and 
surrounding it, there are such words as “law,” “death,” “grave” and 
“sting.” That’s why those words are there, because God must deal with 
sin. You forget it easily. You cover it up; go on as if nothing’s 
happened. God has noticed it. God has kept an account. God is keeping 
an account. This solemn word: ‘sin.’ 
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 Now, the Word of God tells us something else. That is that death 
has a sting. What do we mean by that? Well, if someone dies, there’s a 
reason for it. Something has gone wrong with the body, and eventually 
it yields up its powers and the soul leaves the body. So you have what 
we call a Death Certificate. On it is written the reason of death. Now, 
dear friends, in one sense, there’s no reason to write or look for a 
doctor to tell us the reason of death (although things must be done 
properly and in order.) We are told in our context this morning what is 
the reason of death.: “The sting of death is sin.” In reality on every 
Death Certificate there need only be written this: “Cause of death – 
sin.” That’s why I will be in a grave one day, (and you as well), 
because we’re sinners – that’s the reason. “The wages of sin is death.” 
The body in which we’ve sinned, and because we’ve sinned in it, must 
go to the dust – that’s the reason for it; that’s why God has decreed it 
must be so. Solemn isn’t it? That body in which you’ve lied, deceived, 
hated, been angry and malicious in. Those hands that have done wrong 
things, those feet that have walked in wrong paths, those eyes that have 
looked at wrong things and those ears that have given ear to things you 
never should have ever listened to, must go to the grave, because of sin. 
How solemn! “The sting of death is sin.” 
 

“The strength of sin is the law.” That’s a strange expression, isn’t 
it? But you’ll understand it in this sense. Were there no law against sin, 
then sin would have no consequence. But there is a law against sin – a 
just law against sin, a holy law against sin, a right law against sin – it is 
God’s law. And God has a right, as the Creator, to lay down laws for 
man to live by. He didn’t do it just haphazardly, without any regard for 
the goodness and the well-being of man. The laws He has laid down are 
for man’s good and for man’s well-being. This is the background to our 
text, this morning. 

 
So you see death – you see a sting, you see a grave dug and you see 

the body left there. And we go away, we carry on with our lives and we 
think it won’t happen to us yet. Yet all the while, the hour is hastening 
on (much, much nearer, perhaps, to some of you, than you realise) 
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when your mortal body must be laid to rest in the dust from whence it 
came, and your soul must return to God who gave it. 

 
Now, friends, if that’s all I had to say this morning, what a 

despairing subject it would be! What a terrible consequence it would be 
if I had no more to say to you this morning than what I’ve already said! 
But our text says: “But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” See how the Lord Jesus Christ has 
overcome these four enemies – sin, the law, death and the grave – He 
has overcome all four enemies. Let me just say one thing about the law 
being our enemy. That doesn’t mean the law is at fault. It’s the sinner 
who’s at fault. There’s nothing wrong with the law – it’s just, it’s holy, 
it’s spiritual. What is wrong is sinners’ hearts and sinners’ lives. So 
when I say the law is our enemy, I’m not in any way saying the law 
should not be our enemy. But, blessed be God, if you’re inside our text 
it’s no longer your enemy. Bless God if that is so. We’ll notice that in a 
moment. 

 
How then, did the dear Saviour overcome these four enemies? First 

of all, how did He overcome sin? This is a very wonderful thought. He, 
who is the eternal Son of the eternal Father, equal in majesty, dignity, 
honour and holiness with the Father and the Spirit, whose law it was 
that was pronounced upon creation by the Creator, humbled Himself 
and took a body; a nature under that same law that you and I are born 
under. In so doing, He took into union with His divine Person, a sinless 
humanity, body and soul – absolutely pure, impeccable, innocent, clean 
and upright. O, the beauty of the humanity of Christ! None can explain 
it. “Thou art fairer than the children of men: grace is poured into Thy 
lips,” it says in Psalm 45. In that sinless humanity, in union with His 
divine Person, the dear Saviour endured the attack; the assault; the 
assailing of sin. No sin in Himself – but sin was hurled at Him from all 
quarters.  Sinners and devils alike hurled sin at Him to see if they could 
provoke in Him a sinful reaction – a sinful thought, a sinful word, a 
sinful action. And you must not think the dear Redeemer, as it were, 
was unfeeling in all this. No. Whereas you and I are so used to seeing 
sinners sinning, we think hardly anything of it. You walk down 
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Chippenham High Street and you hear someone swear, do you take any 
notice of it? You should do. “Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD 
thy God in vain,” the Word of God says. You should be grieved at it. 
But, because you hear it so often, you’ve got so used to it. You say, 
‘Well, that’s man isn’t it?’ Our Lord never got used to hearing men 
take the name of the Lord God in vain. Every sin He saw and heard and 
that was hurled at Him, He felt grief over it. He was broken-hearted 
over it, grief-stricken over it. He abhorred it, He hated it. It was a most 
solemn affliction to Him. You sang of it in your opening hymn. (Very 
remarkable, that opening hymn to me.) 

 
“Thou hast God afflicted too;” 

J. Hart 
 

– a deep, deep sentence from Joseph Hart, but I know what he 
meant. The “Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief” – the dear 
Lamb of God coming under the law to obey it, to fulfil it, to magnify it, 
to honour it; to crown it. And all the while He was engaged in that 
blessed occupation, He was opposed by sin and sinners – what a 
conflict! What a battle! O, friends, if there ever was a battle, there was 
throughout the life of the Redeemer! He strove against sin, resisting 
even to blood. Never once in that life did sin ever gain the victory over 
Him. Never once! What a life it must have been! Child of God, here is 
your hope. You are so easily overcome by sin, so soon beset by it, so 
soon defiled by it within and without. Are you despairing of any hope 
this morning?  Here is the hope, yes –  

 
    “Oft as sins, my soul, assail thee, 
         Turn thy eyes to Jesus’ blood;” 

J. Kent 
                                 – there’s the answer!  

 
     “He sees me often overcome, 
      And pities my distress; 
       And bids affliction drive me home, 
      To anchor on His grace. 

T. Greene 
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This is how sin was overcome – the dear Redeemer putting Himself (as 
it were) on the battlefield; allowing Himself, in His holy Person, to be 
assaulted and assailed on every hand, and yet, overcoming. 
 
 We see then, the dear Redeemer, overcoming sin in His holy life. 
We see Him satisfying God’s holy law in His holy life, but now we 
have two other things that must be overcome. One is death, and the 
other is the grave. What is death? Death is the punishment for sin. It is 
the beginning of it for the unbeliever. Blessed be God, death is the end 
of sin for the believer. That’s a wonderful thought, isn’t it? No wonder 
the Word of God says: “Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death 
of His saints.” It’s precious to the saint, as well, isn’t it? No more 
sinning – what a prospect! But think – if the punishment of sin is death, 
then the dear Saviour willingly Himself submitted to it, but at such a 
cost. On His dear shoulders were laid the full weight. We call it 
imputation. Sin transferred from the sinner to the Saviour; from the 
guilty to the guiltless; from the ungodly to God Himself, the very 
weight and punishment due to those sins. So it was no ordinary death 
the dear Redeemer died, though it was a true death, like you and I must 
pass through; the separation of body and soul. Good John Owen has a 
work called this: The Death of Deaths, in the death of Christ. How 
many deaths were overcome in the dying of the Saviour? Think of it – 
He overcame all the deaths due to the whole election of grace. How did 
He do it? By Himself enduring the curse. Taking in His own body the 
solemn responsibility for those sins, and bearing in His own soul the 
solemn payment demanded by the law, that those sinners might be 
saved. That is the only way the victory could have been gained – and it 
was gained.  
 

“He dies! and in that dreadful night 
       Did all the powers of hell destroy. 
       Rising, He brought our heaven to light, 
       And took possession of the joy.” 

I. Watts 
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What a sting there was to the dear Saviour on account of the sins of His 
dear people! Again Joseph Hart tells us: 
 

“See the Lord of glory dying! 
       See Him gasping! Hear Him crying! 
      See His burdened bosom heave! 
       Look, ye sinners, ye that hung Him; 
       Look how deep your sins have stung Him; 
      Dying sinners, look and live.” 

J. Hart 
 

What a gospel we have before us this morning! When the dear 
Redeemer cried: “It is finished,” what was finished? The law was no 
longer against the sinner for whom Christ died. ‘I am satisfied,’ said the 
law, ‘I have the life on their behalf now, in the Saviour. I have the 
blood shed on their behalf, too. I am satisfied with it. I now stand on 
the side of that sinner. Let him out of his prison cell.’ “Deliver him 
from going down to the pit: I have found a Ransom.” There is the 
gospel. “It is finished.” And the sentence of death was passed on all the 
sins of God’s dear people. Although, child of God, you might feel the 
power of sin in your body this morning, (and you will until your dying 
day), there is a sentence of death on it. While the death of Christ is felt 
in your heart, those sins will not be able to be active. That power can 
subdue sin. That power can conquer sin. When we are in the power of 
that blood in our hearts, there’s not a sin but what the blood of Christ 
can cure. I know indwelling sin will remain in us until our dying 
moment, I told you that just now. But I know this: that “where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound,” through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. So, that poor, devil-dragged sinner that has come to Old Baptist 
Chapel this morning, despairing because of sin, here’s the answer. The 
victory is through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 But now, see the dear Redeemer also lay in His tomb. The law 
demanded that, and He obeyed the law in it. Willingly  yielding His 
soul into the hands of His heavenly Father, He permitted His holy body 
to be laid in the tomb, and a great stone rolled across the tomb and the 
ungodly unwittingly guarding it with the watch set by Pilate. Now we 
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ask a question: “Who shall roll us away the stone?” In one sense, that 
stone was indicative of all the demands of God’s holy law against the 
sinner. Who shall roll it away? Christ will – He has. When He came 
forth from the grave, in that sense, He rolled away the curse for ever for 
God’s dear people. And, by coming forth from His grave, He has given 
an abundant witness; an absolute assurance that the graves of every 
believer will open, in God’s time. And forth from that grave will come 
our body, like His own: immortal, incorruptible, free from sin; not even 
the least hint of the fall in it.  
 

“Made like him, like him we rise; 
          Ours the cross, the grave, the skies!” 

C. Wesley 
 

- all because of this victory which is given through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. And now He is ascended in glory at the right hand of His 
Father, and because His body is there, so will the bodies of every 
believer be there in that great Day. It must be so. That’s why, dear 
friends, we do not believe in cremation, as some seem to. We read in 1 
Corinthians 15, the early part, “He was buried.” That was the pattern 
set by the Saviour. Laying in the tomb, awaiting His resurrection morn. 
So we commit the bodies of our believing friends to the grave, waiting, 
like the Saviour did for His resurrection. They await their resurrection. 
How long they have to wait we do not know. That hour and day and 
moment is not known to us. But it will come. We read of it: “I show 
you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed.” There is the certainty of God’s holy Word in this respect. 
And so, although it seems as if, when we lay our loved ones in the 
grave, a victory has been gained over them – we have to leave them; we 
have to depart away from the tomb and go on with our lives – yet, 
that’s not the end of the matter. The day will come when the final 
victory will be noticed by all the assembled sons of Adam, in the Day 
of Judgment. Then the redeemed Church of Christ will stand at His 
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right hand, clothed in garments not their own, giving thanks to God 
“which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
 There are four things I am going to say in drawing my remarks to a 
close this morning. First, is that word “giveth.” This is freely given. 
Friends, if it were not freely given, we would not have a part in it. All 
the grace that has ever saved the election of grace is given through this 
victory –  
 
     “Every grace and every favour 
       Comes to us through Jesus’ (precious) blood.” 

J. Hart 
                                                           – now, remember that!  
 
“Which giveth us the victory.” As if the dear Saviour, having gained 
the victory Himself, now imparts the virtue of it to His dear people. It’s 
a wonderful gift, isn’t it? You’ve got sin, you’ve got the devil, you’ve 
got the world, you’ve got wretched unbelieving hearts, you’ve got hard 
hearts, you’ve got besetting sins: how can they be overcome, except 
this victory is given to you? Except the dear Redeemer impart the 
power of that victory in your heart? And that’s what the good 
hymnwriter meant in hymn 144: 
 
     “This is the way I long have sought, 
       And mourned because I found it not; 
       My grief, my burden long has been, 
       Because I could not cease from sin. 
 
       The more I strove against its power, 
       I sinned and stumbled but the more; 
       Till late I heard my Saviour say, 
       “Come hither, soul, I AM THE WAY.” 
 
       Lo! glad I come; and Thou, blest Lamb, 
       Shalt take me to Thee as I am; 
       Nothing but sin I Thee can give; 
       Nothing but love shall I receive.” 

J. Cennick 
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Dear friends, that’s the way. O! you’ve been striving to overcome your 
hard heart yourself, haven’t you? Struggling to resolve against those 
besetting sins; laying down lines for your poor mind to work in, hoping 
it would obey them – all to no avail. Bring your sins to the Saviour, 
bring that vile temptation to the Deliverer, bring that besetting sin to the 
One who is able to save to the uttermost, bring that hard heart. And so 
the Holy Ghost enables God’s dear children so to do. 
 
 Which brings me to my second point – that little word “through.” 
“Through our Lord Jesus Christ.” This is having an interest in this great 
victory. The interest in the victory is in the power of Christ’s 
resurrection. What is the power of Christ’s resurrection? The Holy 
Ghost – He’s the power of Christ’s resurrection. It is He, and only He, 
who can convey it to the soul – the power of this victory. That’s what 
you need, friend. All your vows and resolutions will not do; they’ll 
never gain the victory. And remembering all the things that are against 
us in this terrible day in which we are living, and what we may yet have 
to suffer (if we are indeed Christ’s) for Christ’s sake, how can we 
overcome except the Holy Ghost work in us faith and hope, love and 
zeal, obedience, submission and perseverance? He must do it. There are 
those of you, perhaps, who are trembling as to how things will be as 
your life unfolds. Here is the answer. The blessed and eternal Spirit 
conveying the power; the fruit of this victory, into the heart of that 
favoured one, who is blessed with an interest in this victory. 
 
 Then there is that word: “thanks.” “Thanks be to God.” There’s 
very little thankfulness in our lives, is there? Be honest. There’s a lot 
that we complain about and murmur about, and wish were different, 
especially in the Church of God in our days, as we look back to better 
days. We say: ‘Why are the days not as they were before?’ But, you 
know, our text commands thanksgiving. In what way does a child of 
God thank God? There are several ways. First of all by living 
dependently. There’s nothing more pleasing to almighty God than a 
sinner who leans hard upon Him. It gives great glory to God when a 
sinner leans on this victory. Independence God hates. When was it Paul 
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could glory in His infirmities? It was when the power of Christ rested 
on him. And when did the power of Christ rest on him? When he had to 
prove that word: “My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is 
made perfect in weakness.” Then he gained the victory, and he gave 
God thanks for it.  
 

Again, thanksgiving is thanks-living. Do you live as if the victory is  
gained? Or are you a slave to this world? Are you a slave to your sins? 
Are you a slave to the spirit of the world? A child of God should seek a 
victory over those things. A child of God should be walking, with 
God’s grace, in that word: “Come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will 
receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” You need that almighty power. 
But, in thanksgiving to God, when a sinner comes clean out from the 
world, and clean out from his sins, and clean out from those ways that 
brought him so near to eternal misery – that gives thanks to Almighty 
God. 
 
 Again, dear friends, the ordinances are set forth for giving thanks. 
They are set forth for those who have an interest in this victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to show whose they are, and whom they serve, 
and to put the crown where it belongs. That’s why believer’s baptism is 
set forth. That’s why the Lord’s Table is spread from time to time. It’s 
to give thanks; it’s to put the crown where it belongs. “This do,” said 
the dear Redeemer, “in remembrance of Me.” But then, giving thanks 
in this sense, as we look on to all the troubles that may yet be before us 
and having that God-given faith to believe:  
 

“He who has helped me hitherto, 
       Will help me all my journey through; 
       And give me daily cause to raise 
       New Ebenezers to His praise.” 

J. Newton 
 

I do like the way David spoke to King Saul when he was about to 
confront Goliath. He looked back to a victory God gained for him. 
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There came a lion among the sheep and grabbed one of the lambs, and 
a bear came and got one in its paw. What did David say? “The LORD 
that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the 
bear, He will deliver me.” Now that’s giving thanks; putting the crown 
where it belongs, and taking courage. Paul, in the Acts of the Apostles, 
on one occasion, “thanked God, and took courage.” It’s a great mercy 
when you can look back to a victory already gained by the Saviour on 
your behalf. It’s encouraging – as you will have to face the next battle, 
or the battle that you’re in even now – He’s “the same yesterday, and to 
day, and for ever.” 
 
 And what about that last enemy: Death? We read of it: “The last 
enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” It’s the last foe God’s dear 
people have to face before they enter their eternal victory; even death. I 
like what the good hymnwriter said. Let me read what Isaac Watts has 
to say about that: 

“O for an overcoming faith, 
           To cheer my dying hours, 
       To triumph o’er the monster, Death, 
           And all his frightful powers. 
 
             Joyful with all the strength I have 
           My quivering lips should sing, 
       “Where is thy boasted victory, Grave? 
           And where’s the monster’s sting?” 
 
(Now note that word ‘if” in the next line. That’s the great point that 
takes the sting out of death: the pardon of sin). 
 

  “If sin be pardoned, I’m secure;  
           Death has no sting beside; 
       The law gives sin its damning power, 
           But Christ, my Ransom, died. 
 

  Now to the God of victory 
           Immortal thanks be paid, 
       Who makes us conquerors, though we die, 
           Through Christ our living Head.” 
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I. Watts 
“Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died.” That’s the answer 
to it. “Yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of 
God, who also maketh intercession for us.” 
 
 In my early ministry, only a few weeks after I had been sent out to 
preach, I received tidings one Saturday evening, before  I was going to 
preach, of the sudden death of (although it had been expected, but it 
came eventually as a bit of a shock) a man, only forty two years old. I 
knew him well. I tried to think of what I knew about him and I couldn’t 
come to any sure conclusion about his standing. (Not that I’m his 
judge: God is his judge). As I sat there pondering, the Lord spoke; He 
spoke these words: “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s 
elect? It is God that justifieth.” In a moment I knew it was well with 
that man, and I knew the victory had been gained. Dear friends, “What 
shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against 
us?” Sin? The law? Death? The grave? They can’t be against us; not 
overcome us, if God justify us. But friends, how solemn if not! Those 
four things will be your eternal destruction, but for grace. O! to take 
that thought home this Sabbath morning, and ask that vital question: 
‘Have I an interest in this victory? Am I an overcomer? Or am I going 
to be overcome?’ 
 

Amen. 
 
 
 


