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Text:  “The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and 
hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted with His right hand to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness  
of sins.”  (Acts 5, verses 30 & 31)

These are words of divine authority, which came from the lips of 
God’s  servant,  Peter,  and  were  preached  to  a  hostile  congregation. 
Those who had gathered had not gathered to learn of Jesus. They had 
not  gathered  to  learn  more  of  the  meek  and  lowly  One.  They  had 
gathered,  if  possible,  to  extinguish  the  spreading  flame of  the  New 
Testament Church. Thus it is all the more amazing, when we consider 
that this was the man, who but a few weeks before, had denied his Lord 
with oaths and curses, three times over. This man was one of those who 
had fled in the garden of Gethsemene when our Lord was taken by 
those  wicked  hands  to  be  crucified.  Now we  find  him,  boldly  and 
without fear, outfacing these very people who had nailed the Lord to 
the tree.  How can we account for the difference? There is  only one 
answer:  God the Holy Ghost.  The Lord Jesus Christ  said before He 
ascended on high: “tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued 
with power from on high.” That word “endued” means ‘clothed.’ God 
clothed Peter and the other apostles with the Holy Ghost, so that the 
words that went forth from their mouths came with divine power. As 
Paul said later on, writing to the Church at Thessalonica: “our gospel 
came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy 
Ghost, and in much assurance.” And that is the only preaching that will 
succeed. Remember that. No other preaching will succeed, but that that 
comes through the enduing of the Holy Ghost. And we look at the other 
end of the matter too – in the hearers’ hearts. No word will take effect, 
and no good will be done, unless the Holy Ghost endues that word with 
power in the hearts of sinners. O, how dependent we are upon God the 
Holy Ghost! How we should be much in earnest that He come; how we 
should  be  pleading,  as  the  dear  Redeemer  enabled  His  disciples  to 
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plead: “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children:  how much more shall  your heavenly Father  give  the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask Him?”

Now, the work of the Holy Ghost is effectual. It is irresistible in 
the sense that it must accomplish its purpose. That does not mean it will 
not be opposed. It was opposed in this very chapter. In fact, the enemy 
of souls came in through two different doors.  He came in through a 
door in the Church itself, and then he came through a door from the 
hostile world. In the Church itself, he came in through these solemn 
characters, Ananias and Sapphira, who lied to the Holy Ghost.  They 
sold a piece of land, and they said that all the money had been given to 
the cause of God and of truth. But they had kept back part of the price. 
May God deliver you and I from dissembling in such a matter as that – 
keeping back that which belongs to Almighty God. They pretended to 
have given more than they really had. That was a solemn thing. The 
solemn judgment that was visited upon both Ananias and Sapphira is a 
solemn warning that our God is not a God to trifle with. God is not one, 
as are others, with whom you can deal in a carnal, sinful way. No. He is 
a holy, just, pure God. And He is that in the gospel, as well as in the 
law. That was a solemn reminder to the Church of God at that time. 
Friends, do not keep back part of the price.  It would not have been 
wrong if  they had said: ‘We sold the land for this much,  but we’re 
giving half to the Lord and keeping half back.’ That would have been 
more honest. But they didn’t even say that. They said that all of it had 
been given to the Lord, when in fact they were keeping back part for 
themselves. Now friends, God requires not half-hearted sacrifices; not 
dissembling hearts; not part of the price.

“Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were an offering far too small;

  Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.”

I. Watts

Child of God, if He bought you with His precious blood, is there any 
price you should keep back? That’s what the Ethiopian eunuch felt in 
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chapter  8,  when he  saw that  water.  “See,  here  is  water;  what  doth 
hinder  me to  be  baptized?”  he  said.  What  was  he  really  saying?  ‘I 
mustn’t keep back part of the price, if I have been raised unto a good 
hope into a precious Jesus.’ “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, 
that there may be meat in Mine house, and prove Me now herewith, 
saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing, that  there shall not  be room enough  to 
receive it.”

But  then  the  enemy came in  another  way –  through  the  world. 
When I say ‘the world’, they professed to be godly people: but they 
were not godly people. They were people who were eaten up with the 
tradition of their own making and who had lost sight of what the law of 
Moses really meant; they had added to it and subtracted from it to their 
own advantage.  They had a  power  structure  of  which they were  so 
jealous, that they couldn’t bear to see their own throne threatened and 
King Jesus’ throne put in its place. So all the malice, invective, spite, 
hatred, scorn and scourging that came against the apostles in this later 
part of the chapter, is but a solemn indication of how the world hates 
the Church. It hates the living Church, the true Church. It can get on 
with a church that is only a profession in name. It can get on with a 
church that is not spiritual. But when it comes against a true, spiritually 
minded child of God; one who’s moved by the fear of God and is not 
moved by the fear of man; one that has only one aim in view – the 
honour and glory of God – then the world hates to see it.  The two 
kingdoms (as it were) come face to face with each other: the kingdom 
of darkness and the kingdom of grace. And the apostles were on the 
cutting edge of it. I don’t know – have you been on the cutting edge of 
it today? If they could they would have exterminated this Church and 
extinguished the flame. But one of them had more wisdom than the 
rest;  a  man called Gamaliel.  One can only wonder  if  the  Lord  was 
beginning to stir and move in this man’s heart. We don’t hear any more 
about him apart from what’s in this chapter, except that Paul, when he 
was Saul of Tarsus, was brought up at his feet.  But this man, Gamaliel, 
counselled caution. He spoke of two men, Theudas and Judas, who had 
raised (as it were) a banner in days gone by, and drawn aside people 

3



after them. But both their movements had come to nothing. Gamaliel 
said: “If this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought: 
But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even 
to fight against God.” O, my dear friends, you will never win in  that 
battle! You may ally the whole world with you, but you’ll never win in 
that battle. “If God be for us, who can be against us?” But, if God be 
against us, who can be for us? O, dear friend, don’t fight against God! 
Jonah tried to. Did he succeed? Bless God, he wasn’t cut off in his 
warfare, but brought to submission in the way you’ve been singing of 
just now, in your hymn. [872] The Lord knew how to do it; putting him 
in the fiery trial.  Are you fighting against God tonight? Against His 
will? Against one of His commands? Against His doctrine? Or against 
His purpose in life for you? ‘O,’ you say ‘I’m determined it won’t be 
that  way, Lord!’  Well,  you  know what  we read in the prophecy of 
Jeremiah: “Shall iron break the northern iron and the steel?” Your own 
will  is  the  iron;  the northern steel  is  God’s  will.  Friends,  your will 
won’t break  God’s will.  May you seek grace to be brought into that 
place: ‘not mine, but Thine be done.’ Then you are safe. May you not 
be fighting against God in any matter whatsoever – doctrine, precept, 
providence or grace. “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty 
hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time: Casting all your care 
upon Him; for He careth for you.”

But now we come to these blessed words from dear Peter.  How 
freely and eloquently;  with what grace and with what power, was he 
now enabled to preach a precious Christ! Friends, you could have no 
sooner stopped Peter preaching Christ in this chapter, than you could 
stop the River  Avon flowing down through Chippenham.  O, there’s 
greater power than that, even! The very stones would have cried out if 
he had not preached Christ. You will notice that he had no hesitation in 
laying the axe to the root of the tree, and putting the matters where they 
were in God’s sight: “The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye 
slew and hanged on a tree.” He wasn’t like some preachers (and we 
have to be careful; I’m not throwing stones) who shoot arrows so they 
just miss their hearers. Not that we shoot at our hearers – don’t get me 
wrong.  But  some are  very  skilled  at  preaching  in  such  a  way that, 

4



though they contend, as it were, against a certain sin, they aim so much, 
so skillfully as to just miss the actual point. Friends, may God deliver 
us from such dissembling in our preaching.  May we be as direct  as 
Peter was: “Ye slew and hanged” the Lord Jesus Christ “on a tree.” ‘Ye 
did it.’ Of course, he was speaking, almost certainly, to those who were 
literally the perpetrators of this dreadful crime. But it goes deeper than 
that. What did Joseph Hart say? 

“The soldier pierced His side, ’tis true,
 But we have pierced Him through and through.”

J. Hart

Do remember  that.  We are as guilty and as culpable in  this solemn 
matter as the very soldiers who nailed Him to the tree; and the one who 
pierced His holy side; and the one who wove that crown of thorns and 
pressed it onto His holy head. We are just as guilty.  We are. “Ye slew 
and hanged on a tree.”

It is a deep mystery – the enmity in the heart of a sinner to Christ –
isn’t it? Can you explain it? What is there in Christ for the sinner to 
hate? He is meek and lowly in heart. He is pure. He is full of grace and 
truth. Why then, does the sinner hate Him so much? Why? Why does 
this  world  hate  Christ  so?  What  has  He  done?  What  has  the  dear 
Saviour done to offend this world? Friends, I’ll tell you why it is. It is 
because there are two kingdoms on the face of this earth this evening 
hour, and there were in the days of the apostles. There is the kingdom 
of  Satan,  called  the  kingdom of  darkness,  over  which the prince  of 
darkness rules and reigns with an iron fist, binding sinners in slavery to 
sin  and  to  himself.  And  all  those  who  are  yet  in  their  sins  –  the 
unregenerate – are in that kingdom. And I know not, it’s not for me to 
judge, (God forbid I should do that in a wrong spirit), but also it’s not 
for  me to  assume that  there  are  none still  in  Satan’s  kingdom here 
tonight.  We must  ever remember  that even those who are called by 
divine grace, and those who have been translated from the kingdom of 
darkness  into  the  kingdom of  His  dear  Son,  have  still  got  that  old 
nature, which by nature is Satan’s kingdom. And they know it and they 
feel it. Sometimes the two kingdoms war in their own heart, like they 
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did in the womb of Rebecca between Jacob and Esau. “What will ye 
see in the Shulamite? As it were the company of two armies.” This is 
where the cutting edge of the matter comes. And this is a very solemn 
thing. The powers of darkness are so great, and the love of sin so great, 
that rather than give up sin, they crucify Christ. Rather than yield (as it 
were) on this matter of pleasing the flesh, they nail the Saviour to the 
tree. You say: ‘But we didn’t do that.’ Listen, friend. You’ve got that 
spirit in your heart, by nature. You think of it: what you were before 
you were called by grace.  I  speak,  for  a  moment,  to  those who are 
believers here tonight.  Remember how you ignored the Holy Word of 
God; how its commands meant nothing to you. His name – you were 
indifferent to it. You chose – your fallen will chose – the ways of sin. It 
neglected the Word; it neglected the House of God; it  neglected the 
Throne of Grace; it neglected the Lord’s people. But it chose worldly 
company and it chose sinful paths. And all the while you were just like 
those who nailed the dear Saviour to the tree. The same spirit; the spirit 
of anti-Christ. It’s there. O, that we might realize our culpability in this! 
“Ye slew and hanged on a tree.” 

But now we come to the great blessing.  “Him hath God exalted 
with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance 
to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.” I want now to look here at the work 
of God the Father, and God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. You see 
it all in this text. First of all, we must just remind ourselves (and its 
sweet  remembering)  of  the  Trinity,  and  the  wonderful  relationship 
between the  Three  Persons  of  that  glorious  Trinity:  God the  Father 
having  a  true  and  proper  Son  –  His  only  begotten;  God  the  Son 
willingly entering into that covenant with His dear Father and the Holy 
Ghost,  to  come  into  this  sin  cursed  earth  on  behalf  of  those  very 
sinners,  who in the spirit  of anti-Christ,  would nail  Him to the tree. 
“God  commendeth  His  love  toward  us,  in  that,  while  we  were  yet 
sinners, Christ died for us,” said Paul. What wonderful grace reached 
dear Paul’s case. And some of us as well, we humbly trust. God the 
Father then sent His only begotten Son into this sin cursed earth. And 
He came, not as an angel. No. In the Old Testament, on more than one 
occasion He appeared on the face of this earth as the Angel of the Lord. 
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Gideon saw Him, Jacob saw Him, Moses saw Him and Joshua saw 
Him. But friends, that was not the flesh He assumed in the womb of the 
virgin. That was not the humanity He came to live and die in, and rise 
again in; that He now bears before His Father, this evening hour. No. 
That was miraculously brought to pass in the womb of the virgin, when 
the Holy Ghost overshadowed that dear woman, who needed a Saviour 
herself. And that Holy Thing that was born of her, was called, and is 
called, the “Son of God.” “Son of God” and “Son of Man.” “God was 
manifest in the flesh.” It is this dear Jesus – truly God and truly man – 
who sinners nailed to the tree. “Him hath God exalted with His right 
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour.” 

We must be very careful here. I want to say two things which I 
hope will clarify the doctrine. The first thing is this. When the dear 
Saviour, the Son of God, left (as it were) His radiant throne on high, 
and stooped into that humanity of which I have just spoken, He did not 
cease to be God. There is a hymn in some hymnbooks which says: “He 
emptied Himself of all but love.” We must be very careful saying that. 
He did not empty Himself of the Godhead – not in any sense. I know 
what the hymnwriter meant, but we must be very careful what language 
we use. He was as much God as He lay in the arms of His mother, 
Mary, as He was in the bosom of the Father before He came. Yes. What 
did Simeon say? “Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation.” Almighty God 
manifest in the flesh. 

The second thing we must say is this. His equality with the Father, 
and with the Holy Ghost,  was not in any way compromised by His 
coming into our nature – not in any sense whatsoever. Although it was 
tremendous  condescension,  stupendous  humility,  there  was  never  a 
greater,  humbling  step  taken  by  any  in  the  history  of  time  and  of 
eternity,  than  when  the  Son  of  God  took  our  nature,  sinlessly  to 
Himself! It was the same dear Person that was exalted to God’s right 
hand, His humanity in union, of course, with His Godhead. “Him hath 
God exalted.” You read, in Philippians 2, a wonderful description of it: 
“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in 
the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made 

7



Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, 
He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross.” Step by step He went down, down, down. Down until He 
came to the cross – Calvary. And then we read: “Wherefore God also 
hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every 
name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.” You see, that’s our text. “Him hath God exalted with His right 
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour.” There are many wonders in heaven, 
amazing miracles, but I think perhaps the most stupendous miracle of 
all is at the right hand of God the Father, this evening hour. It is not 
only Him who is His true and proper Son, equal with Him, but One 
who is also a true, real man. The same Man who sweat drops of blood 
in Gethsemene’s garden. The same Man who was scourged, spat upon, 
mocked, reviled. The same Man who was nailed to a tree.

“This wondrous Man of whom we tell,
     Is true Almighty God;
  He bought our souls from death and hell;
     The price, His own heart’s blood.

  That human heart He still retains,
      Though throned in highest bliss;
  And feels each tempted member’s pains;
       For our affliction’s His.”

J. Hart

Poor,  tempted  one  tonight  –  your  affliction  is  His!  He  feels  it.  He 
understands it. 

“He knows what sore temptations mean,
For He has felt the same.” 

I. Watts

This is the same One; exalted to the right hand of the Heavenly Father.
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Now, we are told of two blessed names He bears at the right hand 
of His Father. One is a Prince; and the other a Saviour. Secondly, we 
are told of two great gifts He has at the right hand of His Father. There 
are  many  other  gifts,  but  here  are  two  of  them:  repentance  and 
forgiveness. It seems to me that the word “Prince” has to do with the 
giving  of  repentance,  and  the  word  “Saviour”  has  to  do  with  the 
forgiveness of sins. Both names, of course, can also be included in both 
gifts. But I want this evening to meditate, for a few moments, on Him 
as a Prince, giving repentance; and as a Saviour, giving forgiveness. 
What a mercy,  friends,  that  this great  Jesus gives  repentance! If  He 
didn’t give repentance, there would not be a repenting sinner – never. It 
is one of His ascension gifts – to give repentance. Some people preach 
repentance  as  if  it’s  something  man  can  do  of  His  own  will.  It’s 
something God must do for us. Yes – we should preach the necessity of 
repentance. The Lord Jesus Christ said: “Except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish.” It is an essential gift for salvation. We must preach the 
nature of it. The nature of repentance is to…

      “…leave the hateful ways of sin,
    Turn to the fold, and enter in.”                                 

 J. Kent 

But friends, we must also preach the source of repentance. Where 
does it come from? It comes from God Himself. Perhaps tonight you 
are so burdened because you cannot feel,  in your heart, this blessed 
repentance that  you so long to feel.  You know you are a wretched, 
guilty sinner. You know your sins deserve eternal misery. You know 
you ought to weep over them; you should be broken hearted over them 
– not just because the law condemns them, but because of what they 
cost  the Saviour in Gethsemene and at Calvary.  But will  your  heart 
move? Will it break? You seem utterly out of the secret in how you 
feel. And what did good John Newton say about it?

“I would, but can’t repent,
  Though I endeavour oft;

     This stony heart can ne’er relent
  Till Jesus makes it soft.”                          J. Newton
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Now, poor, hard-hearted sinner, as you feel – He can make it soft. He 
can. It’s one of His blessed ascension gifts, to give repentance. Come 
with your hard heart. Come with your unfeeling heart. Come with that 
burden, that leaden burden that’s in your soul this evening, and tell the 
dear Saviour about it. Tell Him you long to feel. Not that you make a 
god of your feelings – you mustn’t do that. We don’t rest on frames and 
feelings. It’s the name of Jesus, and His finished work, that we rest on 
for salvation. But, nonetheless, how we need to feel. O to feel!

“True religion’s more than notion;
  Something must be known and felt.”

J. Hart

And the living child of God wants to feel something. ‘O that this stony 
heart would relent! O that it would yield! O that it would melt! O that it 
would be broken-hearted! Like the dear Saviour’s heart was broken-
hearted on the weight of my sins! May my heart be just as broken, in its 
little measure, under a sense of what He suffered for poor sinners like 
me! Lord, break my heart!’ Do you feel a need for that, this evening? A 
broken and a contrite heart.

“This sacrifice He’ll not despise,
For ’tis His Spirit’s doing.”

J. Hart

And here is the wonder of it:  He’s a Prince to give it.  You’ve been 
trying to produce it yourself, haven’t you? You’ve been trying to break 
your own heart. But you’ve failed miserably. Well then, come to this 
blessed Prince, poor, helpless sinner. Tell Him all about it. He knows 
how to do it. A Prince.

What  else  does  it  acknowledge?  It  acknowledges  you  are  in  a 
different  kingdom now. You  were under  the power of the prince of 
darkness. We read that in Romans 6: “But God be thanked, that ye were 
the servants  of sin,  but ye have obeyed from the heart  that  form of 
doctrine which was delivered you.” “Ye were the servants of sin.” And 
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so we were. But is there now that desire to be under the reign of Christ? 
Do  you  long  to  be  free  from  the  devil’s  power  and  the  prince  of 
darkness, this wretched world, the sins of your own heart, and to come 
under  the  blessed reign of  a  sweet  Jesus?  He is  a  wonderful  King. 
“Come unto Me,” He said, “all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For My 
yoke is easy, and My burden is light.” Those who look on, who don’t 
understand the believers’ path, might say: ‘What a narrow-minded way 
it  is!  Look  at  the  sins  you  come  away  from;  look  at  the  worldly 
company you deny yourself. Surely it doesn’t need to be as narrow as 
that?’ If only they knew the sweetness of a precious Christ! If only they 
knew what it was to have a little of His love in the heart, they wouldn’t 
then  misunderstand  our  path!  They,  too,  would  come  out  from the 
world, and leave it behind. They would be spoilt for its pleasure, and 
spoilt for its leisure, and spoilt for its company. O that the Lord would 
constrain us,  by His precious love  and grace,  to  follow this  blessed 
Prince more closely! “Sweet Prince,” as one of our hymns speaks of 
Him. And that means He has a right, friends, to order your life. He is 
the Prince of it. “Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 
For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and 
in your spirit, which are God’s.” There are no freelancers in Christ’s 
kingdom. No. “And why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?” “A Prince.” The wonderful thing about this Prince is this: 
what He commands, He inspires. What He demands of His people, He 
gives them the grace so to do it. He knows they’re helpless; He knows 
they’re impotent; He knows they’ve got no strength of their own. So, 
when He lays upon them these paths to walk in – whatever path it may 
be – He says: “My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made 
perfect  in  weakness.”  And  that  beautiful  word  in  Psalm  110:  “Thy 
people shall be willing in the day of  Thy power.” Blessed word, that. 
This  is  the  Prince  with  His  authority  –  bringing  the  heart  down; 
subduing the old nature; making us willing not to do what we otherwise 
would have done, but for grace. This is repentance. To…
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“…leave the hateful ways of sin,
  Turn to the fold, and enter in.”

J. Kent

Now the second thing is this: see what God has joined to repentance –
forgiveness of sins. If you want to show me a forgiven sinner, then you 
show me a repenting sinner. The two go together. If you want to show 
me a repenting sinner, then you show me a forgiven sinner – the two go 
together. You can’t separate the two graces. They flow from the same 
source; from the same blessed Jesus, by the same Spirit. The two are 
joined  together,  and  no  man  or  devil  can  rend  them  asunder.  A 
repenting sinner  is  a  forgiven sinner,  and  a  forgiven sinner  is  a 
repenting sinner. And so we find the dear Saviour is exalted to give 
forgiveness of sins. What a wonderful gift this is! He has authority to 
give it. But, remember – God never forgives sins at the expense of His 
own justice. He will never compromise that. Although He is a God of 
mercy,  He is  a  God of  justice.  Mercy is  not  (as  it  were)  to  violate 
justice. And justice does not violate mercy. Where then, can these to 
two attributes of Almighty God meet  together and dwell  together in 
peace (as it were)? You see it at Calvary. There, justice demands all 
that  it  rightly  needs  and  requires  –  a  perfect  obedience;  a  perfect 
atonement. It has it all in a precious Christ. There justice smiles on the 
coming  sinner,  and agrees  with  mercy  when  mercy  says:  ‘Let  Him 
free.’

“In guilt’s dark dungeon when we lay,
  Mercy cried, “Spare;” and Justice, “Slay.”
  But Jesus answered, “Set them free,
  And pardon them and punish Me.”

J. Hart

That is the gospel. This is that dear Saviour. He is not just a Saviour 
in name. He is not a helpless Saviour; He is not a ‘maybe’ Saviour. 
Friends, He is a Saviour who will accomplish His purpose. He will save 
His people from their sins – from the guilt of their sins; from the power 
of their sins; from the love of their sins, and from the just damnation 
that their sins deserve. He will save them all. But at what a cost! The 
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whole of His life was lived to save His people from their sins.  The 
whole of the sufferings He endured, in Gethsemene and at  Calvary, 
were to save His people from their sins. The whole of His interceding 
work at the right hand of His dear Father is to save His dear people 
from their  sins.  He is  exalted to give repentance and forgiveness of 
sins. It all comes through His own precious sin-atoning blood.

“Jesus gives us true repentance,
    By His Spirit sent from heaven;
Jesus whispers this sweet sentence,
    “Son, thy sins are all forgiven.”
Faith He gives us to believe it;
    Grateful hearts His love to prize;”                     J. Hart

Forgiveness:  what  does  it  mean? “I  have blotted out,  as  a  thick 
cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto Me; for I 
have redeemed thee.”  You think of  dear  Peter.  He knew something 
about this,  didn’t  he? We are not told of the conversation that took 
place on the resurrection morn, when our Lord met Peter. But we are 
told that  the Lord met  him privately.  Whatever  went between those 
two? How Peter must have felt the shame and the guilt, the sting of 
what took place in the Judgment Hall. How the dear Saviour must have 
said: ‘Yes Peter, but My blood has atoned for it all. You’re a forgiven 
sinner, Peter. Now go and tell. Go and tell others what a forgiving God 
I am.’ My dear predecessor, Harvey Carr, when called by grace, was 
under  deep  conviction  of  sin  for  some  long  while.  He  said  to  his 
brother: ‘You know, Ted, I am a great sinner.’ ‘Yes,’ said his brother, 
‘but He is a Great Forgiver. A Great Forgiver.’ ‘Peter – “When thou art 
converted,  strengthen thy brethren” – with this  blessed thought:  that 
“He is able to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him.”’

“Yes, the very worst of sinners,
      Who upon His grace rely,
  Shall of endless bliss be winners;
      And shall sing, beyond the sky,

    Songs of praises
   To the Lamb that once did die.”                  W. Gadsby
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Friend, what sin is it that the Holy Ghost has rightly accused your 
poor soul of tonight? What wound lies deep in your conscience? What 
deep shame is it you can’t be rid of? “The blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin.”  What  the  Holy  Ghost  reveals  in 
conviction,  the  blood  of  Christ  cleanses  in  forgiveness.  What  a 
wonderful  way  this  is!  A  Saviour  to  give  repentance  and  give 
forgiveness! You can’t earn it. You can’t buy it. You can’t merit it. It’s 
a free gift; a sovereign gift from the blessed Saviour, who said: “All 
that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me 
I will in no wise cast out.”

“Come just as thou art, with thy woe,
  Fall down at the feet of the Lamb,
  He will not, He cannot say, Go,
  But surely will take out thy stain.
  A Fountain is opened for sin,
  And thousands its virtues have proved;
  He’ll take thee, and plunge thee therein,
  And wash thee from filth in His blood.”

W. Gadsby

He is exalted to give repentance and forgiveness of sins – working 
at both ends of the matter, to create that need of the gospel, and then to 
apply that gospel. That’s the work of the Saviour – to give repentance 
and  forgiveness  of  sins.  We  need  both,  do  we  not?  And  having, 
perhaps, had a taste of both, we need to drink more deeply at both these 
wells of salvation, to learn yet more of the preciousness of that Saviour 
whom we desire to serve and to obey. “Him hath God exalted with His 
right hand.”

My last thought this evening is this: He is exalted at the right hand 
of His Father. Is He exalted in your heart and life? That’s the question: 
is He exalted there? He was in Peter’s life. He was in this chapter. How 
blessedly this dear man, Peter, shone (as it were) with the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Earlier we read that men “took knowledge of them, 
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that  they  had  been  with  Jesus.”  Why  was  that?  He,  Jesus,  was  so 
uplifted in their lives,  they could see it.  Jesus was first to them and 
Jesus was last to them, and Jesus was all in all to them. And that’s the 
religion you and I  need,  friends,  in this dark,  dark day. Not a  half-
hearted one; not a once-a-week one. No. That wholehearted sacrifice. 
“With my whole heart have I sought Thee: O let me not wander from 
Thy commandments.” May God add His blessing.

Amen.
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