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Text:  “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine 
own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall 
direct thy paths.” Proverbs 3, verses 5 & 6. 
 
 It is the sixth verse which is more especially on my mind: “In all 
thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.” 
 
 In these verses, Solomon was inspired by the Holy Ghost to set 
before us the way of faith; the straight and narrow way that leadeth 
unto life eternal. And, as it is so often in the book of the Proverbs, the 
promises and the precepts are often accompanied by warnings – 
warnings lest we should miss the mark and miss the way. The particular 
warning in our text this evening is: “lean not unto thine own 
understanding.” This may seem a strange thing to some. One of the 
greatest gifts that God has given man, is understanding. In fact, that is 
one of the things which distinguishes us from the brute creation – 
understanding. And yet, we are told here, not to lean to it. Why is that?  
Our own understanding is defective; faulty. It wasn’t faulty when 
Adam was first created. He had a perfect understanding of all that was 
needed for the place God had put him in, and the path God had 
ordained for him to walk in – the Garden of Eden. He had amazing 
understanding, even in a natural sense. But friends, we know that when 
Adam fell, one of the things he lost was a perfect, right understanding. 
From that moment onwards, his understanding, in his own mind, would 
lead him astray. It did so within the Garden of Eden. When the devil 
put that question to Eve: “Hath God said?” and when she weighed up 
what God had said, and what the devil had said, she gave heed to what 
the devil said. In that moment she lost the understanding that God had 
given her. That is, she lost the purity of it; she lost the uprightness of it; 
she lost the truth of it; and she lost the richness of it. And that fallible, 
faulty, defective understanding has been passed on from generation to 
generation. 
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In a natural sense, God has given man much wisdom. The Word of 
God says, that in the latter days, wisdom shall increase (and it certainly 
has). Even in the last twenty years, unbelievable things have happened 
in the world. Men are doing things that were not even conceived of in 
our younger days. No doubt that will continue, if the world is spared. 
But friends, all the while, something is lacking in that wisdom: that is 
God – God is not in all their thoughts. I’ve been very struck, even 
today, with the news of the release of that hostage in Gaza, (and we 
should be thankful he has been released, after so many days in 
captivity), but I have not heard one word of thanks to God. Not one 
word! At the weekend, we as a nation were spared from a most terrible 
catastrophe at Glasgow. I read that had those bombers got their way, 
the whole of that terminal building would have collapsed. Who can tell 
the terrible devastation and carnage that would have resulted? Yet we 
haven’t heard one word of gratitude from our leaders, either spiritual or 
political – or even from our royal house – to God, for sparing this 
nation a deserved judgment. God is not in all their thoughts. And that’s 
sadly natural to you, and natural to me. That’s why it’s so natural to 
lean on our own understanding, because it leaves God out. But 
remember, if God is left out of your thoughts and of your ways, you’re 
on the broad road “that leadeth to destruction.” I’ll put it another way. 
Even to those of us who humbly trust God has given us faith, and led us 
one or two faltering steps in the way of faith; left to ourselves, left to 
our own understanding, we are sure to err. Not we might – we are sure 
to err. 

 
“Blind unbelief is sure to err.” 

W. Cowper 
 

“Prone to wander, Lord I feel it; 
  Prone to leave the God I love.” 

R. Robinson 
 
You look at the history of even the most gracious, godly men in the 

Holy Word of God. Left to their own understanding, what mistakes 
they made – even that godly man, Joseph! He was one of the most well-
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taught and closest walking of all the believers mentioned in the Old 
Testament. Yet, left to his own understanding, he reproved his father 
Jacob, when he put Ephraim before Manasseh. “Not so, my father,” he 
said. ‘That’s not how it should be!’ ‘I know, my son, but it must be so.’ 
That’s what the godly Puritans called a ‘cross-handed blessing.’ He 
crossed Joseph’s purposes and schemes. But it was a blessing in the 
end. Think of Abraham and Sarah. Left to their own understanding, 
what did they do? They took Hagar as a wife for Abraham; Ishmael 
was born, and the world has suffered ever since. The conflicts between 
the Moslem and Christian ethos in our own generation has its root in 
that one thing: that those two godly people leant to their own 
understanding. So we could go on. I’m not throwing stones, dear 
friends – God forbid we should do so. These things are set before us as 
warnings and examples of where we get to when left to our own 
understanding. 

 
It’s very humbling to have to acknowledge that we’ve not the 

wisdom that we need. It is something which the world doesn’t like to 
have to acknowledge. But I think Jehoshophat was never stronger and 
never wiser than when, in his prayer, he made this confession: “We 
have no might against this great company that cometh against us; 
neither know we what to do.” But, in answer to that humble confession 
– that man, leaning not to his own understanding – he had one of the 
most remarkable answers to prayer in the whole of the Word of God. 
“Ye shall not need to fight in this battle:… stand ye still, and see the 
salvation of the LORD.” There’s the blessing of a man who leans not to 
his own understanding, but trusts in the Lord with all his heart. 

 
Then look at it another way. It’s a wonderful thing when God opens 

our understanding, so that we understand things as God would have us 
understand them. Jeremiah said: “O LORD, I know that the way of man 
is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.” And 
nor is it – the child of God proves that. He must not direct his own steps 
– he’s bound to get into some blind alley; some ditch; some horrible 
pit; some miry clay, even the belly of hell, like Jonah did, in his 
feelings. But, let God open his understanding and show him the way. 
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Let him come where Moses came: “Shew me now Thy way.” Then the 
dear man’s right. Then he won’t err. Then he’ll be kept. Then he’ll do 
what the psalmist said: “My soul followeth hard” – closely – “after 
Thee.” 

 
And so we read of the two on the road to Emmaus. At first, they 

leant to their own understanding. They tried to put everything straight 
that had happened from the previous Friday to the resurrection day. But 
they couldn’t lay it straight. Everything seemed confusion and 
perplexity to them, until “Jesus Himself drew near, and went with 
them.” We then read, when our Lord visited the disciples in the upper 
room: “Then opened He their understanding, that they might 
understand the Scriptures.” Do you know what the fruit of it was? It 
was a three-fold fruit. First of all, they admired the Lord’s way: they 
couldn’t find anything wrong with it. Secondly, they were walking in it: 
they found their own steps hastening in that way. And thirdly, (and this 
is the secret of it all; this is where our confidence is greatly 
strengthened) there was love. So the trust in our text, and the 
acknowledging in our text, in its deepest sense, is the fruit of the love 
of God in the heart. The more you are taught to love the Lord, the more 
you will trust Him: the more you are taught to value Him, the more 
confidence you will have in Him. The two go together. If you want 
more trust, ask for more love, friends. Trust will flow from that greater 
love. But, where the love of self, the love of the world, the love of the 
flesh and the love of a smoother path creep and crowd in, then we are 
diverted from the principle of our text. It is “In returning and rest shall 
ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength.” “In 
returning and rest shall ye be saved.” Dear friends, it is that blessed 
ability to do what John was enabled to do – to lay your weary, 
perplexed head upon the bosom of the Saviour. “Rest in the LORD, and 
wait patiently for Him.” “He shall bring forth thy righteousness as the 
light, and thy judgment as the noonday.” 

 
‘But,’ you say, ‘I’ve been wandering. And, as I’ve leant to my own 

understanding, I’ve got into a rebellious spirit. I’ve got into a 
complaining spirit. I’ve got into a carnal spirit. I’ve got hardened in my 
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heart. I’ve got distant from my God. O, it’s bought such backsliding, I 
know not how to return! And if I do, will I be received?’ Well, friends, 
the prodigal was received, wasn’t he? If ever a man leant to his own 
understanding, the prodigal did. It seemed the obvious thing to do – to 
have in his own hand all the riches that his father was going to give 
him. He knew better what to do with them than his father, so he 
thought. He would make his living out of it; he would make his life out 
of it. ‘Father, give them to me. You’re too restrictive. You don’t know 
this generation we’re living in.’ So off he went.  He shut the door 
against his father’s prayers, and his father’s influence, and his father’s 
counsel – or so he thought. I expect the world applauded him, and 
thought: ‘What a wise man you are!’ But look where it got him: “He 
wasted his substance in riotous living.”  

 
But that wasn’t the end of it. God hadn’t finished with the man. In 

fact, God hadn’t yet begun, although he had secret purposes toward 
him. The hand of God was stretched out: “There arose a mighty 
famine.” When did it arise? When that man had got no resources; when 
his own understanding lay in ruins around his feet. Then the mighty 
famine came. Ah, God knows when to put His hand to the work. He 
knows just when to strike, lovingly yet firmly, to bring that prodigal 
back. “A mighty famine.” And the might in that famine was in God’s 
hand. That famine wasn’t relinquished until it had done its work. What 
was the work of that famine? To bring that man to himself: “When he 
came to himself.” O, what a difference! He looked back to his father’s 
house. Could he be welcome? Would he be welcome? He takes a few 
faltering steps. Then he stops. ‘But I’ve been such a sinner! I’ve been 
such a rebel!’ He goes a little further. ‘Perhaps he might receive me.’ 
Then he leans to his own understanding. ‘Perhaps I can find a place 
among the servants.’ On he stumbles. All the while, dear friends, he is 
being secretly drawn. And who is watching for his return? The father is 
waiting for him.  In a sense, the father was a type of God the Father 
Himself, who knows that every one of His dear children will return. He 
“ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him,” just as he was. He received 
him into his house. And that man learnt the wisdom of our text. “In all 
thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.” 
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The prodigal is a very potent example to us of how God brings a 

man into our text. “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart.” Now, which 
heart is it? You’ve been singing in both of your hymns, tonight, about 
contrite hearts. Our heart, by nature, is not contrite, is it? It’s the very 
reverse. It’s hard, rebellious, wilful, determined – absolutely 
determined to have its own way, come what may. That’s your heart, 
and mine, by nature. But, dear friends, when God has mercy on a 
sinner, He gives him a different heart; a new heart. We are told about 
that new heart in Ezekiel. “I will take away the stony heart out of your 
flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh.” That is, a feeling heart; a 
sensitive heart. One that is receptive to the Word; receptive to God’s 
commands, to His precepts, to those things that He would have sinners 
do. This is the heart of which our text is speaking. And one of the 
troubles of the child of God in our text is the conflict between those 
two hearts. The old nature that still wants its own way; still schemes; 
still plots; still connives – and the new nature that seeks grace, every 
day, so as to be able to say: “Thy will be done.” O, friends, that’s of the 
new nature! That is what our text is saying. “Trust in the LORD with all 
thine heart.” In other words, the confidence is in the Lord, not in your 
own heart, not even in its contrition. We thank God for a broken heart, 
at times; it’s such a rare thing, isn’t it? I remember hearing of a dear 
minister who was on the verge of glory. As he lay on his deathbed, he 
begged the Lord for just a moment or two of repentance. You may have 
thought that that man should have known what repentance was. He did 
know what it was; but he was mourning over a hard heart, with eternity 
approaching. He told another fellow minister that the Lord granted him 
fifteen minutes of repentance. He said it was one of the sweetest nights 
he had ever had. Dear friends, it’s a mercy when we have a contrite 
heart. But! You mustn’t trust in your contrition; you mustn’t trust in 
your broken heartedness; you mustn’t trust in that sweet feeling you’ve 
got. Friends, it’s only there for as long as God maintains it; and your 
confidence is in the God who gave it – not in the feeling that that 
blessed God wrought in your heart. Bless Him for feeling – we want a 
feeling religion: we don’t want a head knowledge – we don’t want just 
notion. You’ve been singing: 
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“Dry doctrine cannot save us.” 

J. Hart 
 

Yet, how we need that grace to trust in the Lord! The Word of God, in 
the prophecy of Isaiah, puts it so succinctly, doesn’t it? “I will bring the 
blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they 
have not known.” You think of that! “A way that they knew not.” 
“Paths that they have not known.” It’s amazing what a blind man can 
do in an environment he knows. If he’s used to somewhere, and he 
knows where the steps are, and knows where the corners are, for 
example, it’s amazing how rapidly and surely he can move. But you put 
a blind man in a place he doesn’t know; how vulnerable that poor man 
is! That’s just you, and that’s just me, dear friends – in the way of faith, 
in your ‘tomorrows.’ The way we know not. We are blind! What are we 
to do? “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart.” That is, seek the grace 
to lean hard, not on your own understanding, but on the God who put 
you in the path. Lean on His arm. Lean on His strength. Lean on His 
wisdom. Lean on His presence. Lean on that promise that He has given 
you, which He’ll ne’er revoke. “All the promises of God in Him are 
yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.” O, it’s a 
wonderful thing! One of our hymns takes it up: 
 

“Rest in the promise God has spoke, 
       In all things ordered well for thee; 
       Whose sacred words He’ll ne’er revoke, 
       Nor alter His profound decree.” 

J. Kent 
 
And what is His profound decree? I’ll tell you what it is. “He hath said, 
I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” That’s His profound decree to 
His dear children, to whom He gives this new heart; this new spirit; this 
dependent spirit; this enquiring spirit. This is the promise He gives 
them: “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” With such a Guide; 
with such a Friend; with such a Shepherd; with such a Bridegroom; 
with such a Husband, what more can you want? 
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“What more can He say than to you He has said, 

      You who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?” 
K., 1787 

“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart.” Leave it all to Him, dear 
friend. Look at the mess you’ve made when you’ve tried to put a matter 
right yourself. That crooked thing – you thought: ‘I’ll put it right.’ And 
you do this, and you do that: you write your letter, or you pick up the 
phone, or send your e-mails, or your text message, or you speak – all in 
your own spirit. What’s happened? It’s more crooked when you left it 
than when you found it, isn’t it? And that path you’re in; you can’t 
understand it. You can’t explain it: what are you to do?  You can seek 
grace to come to this blessed place, where we are enabled to trust in the 
Lord. “Who is among you that feareth the LORD, that obeyeth the voice 
of His servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light?” What is he 
to do? Run away? God forbid he should do so; God put him in that dark 
place. You say: ‘God put him in the dark! I can’t believe it!’ He did. 
You listen: “Who is among you that feareth the LORD?” How does he 
fear the Lord? God gave him that fear. He’s obeying the voice of God’s 
servant, as he’s walking in obedience – God put him in that path, and 
yet he’s still in the dark. Not the darkness of unregeneracy; not the 
darkness of disobedience. There are darknesses like that. But this is the 
darkness of that one who is walking in faith, and not by sight. One who 
cannot see the next step, and dare not say what God is about. He 
doesn’t know. He doesn’t understand it. What is he to do? Run away? 
Not until God opens a door must he take any other path than the one 
God has put him in. But then, what is he to do while he watches God’s 
hand? “Let him trust in the name of the LORD, and stay” – that means 
‘lean’ – “upon his God.” “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart, and 
lean not to thine own understanding.” Dear Naomi and Elimelech, they 
leant to their own understanding when they went to Moab, didn’t they? 
It seemed so attractive really, didn’t it? It seemed so right, in one sense. 
After all, they’d got a family to feed. There was a famine in Israel; 
they’d heard there was bread down in Moab. So down they went. You 
know, dear friends, they planned to come back. Four went, but, in the 
end, only one came back. Three graves were dug down in Moab; it is 
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very solemn that; it wasn’t what they’d planned. No wonder Naomi 
said: “Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt 
very bitterly with me.” She knew it; she was under God’s chastening 
rod; she had leant to her own understanding. But! – here’s the mercy of 
our God – O, I bless God for this! Some of us have had to thank God 
for it – when we’ve leant to our own understanding and made a 
mistake, God doesn’t cast His people out. Reprove them, yes. Rebuke 
them, yes. But it’s all in love, and He’ll bring them back and overrule it 
– that’s the wonder of it! Ruth comes to Bethlehem – an heir of glory: 
an heir of grace – to be Boaz’s husband; God overruling it all. Not 
excusing the mistake, but overruling it for His own honour and glory. 
That is God’s wonderful way. 
 

“And when we are wounded by sin, 
       And scarcely a prayer can repeat, 
       The mercy that heals us again, 
       Is mercy transportingly sweet.” 

R. Burnham 
 

I had not thought to speak in this way at all, this evening. It has 
gone completely different from how my mind had gone in meditation –
that I must leave with the Lord. May He apply it to your hearts. 

 
“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 

understanding. In all thy ways” – not just some of them; not most of 
them; not every way except that one in which you want to do your own 
will – “all thy ways.”: your soul, your body, your family, the Church, 
your business, your tomorrow – “all thy ways.” That means a clearing 
out, dear friends, like there was in the temple when our Saviour came 
with the whip of small cords. He drove out the buyers and the sellers. 
When you are leaning to your own understanding – that’s what the 
buyers and the sellers are – it’s the market place of the devil. The Lord 
will drive them out, until you come to the hymn we sometimes sing: 

 
“Reign o’er us as King, accomplish Thy will, 

      And powerfully bring us forth from all ill.” 
J. Hart 
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“In all thy ways acknowledge Him.” I draw a bow at a venture. 

Maybe there is one here tonight, and there’s just that one part of your 
way about which you say: ‘The rest I’m willing to let God do what He 
will, but I don’t want Him to touch that bit.’ That’s the very bit He is 
going to touch, friend, and the very bit in which He is going to get 
honour and glory to His dear name.  

 
“Partial service is His loathing; 

         He requires pure desires; 
        All the heart, or nothing.” 

J. Hart 
 
This is a very searching word, isn’t it? How many of us are really 

walking in this, tonight? “In all thy ways acknowledge Him.” 
Acknowledge what? First of all, that He exists. You say: ‘Well, surely 
none of us doubt that!’ It’s surprising how far you can go through a day 
without a thought of God, isn’t it? You think of it. How many thoughts 
of God have you had today? In your busy day, rushing hither and 
thither, how many thoughts of God were there? How often were you 
conscious: “Thou God seest me”? Friend, where were you? 
Acknowledge He exists. “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no 
God.” And sometimes, friends, we become practical atheists when we 
want to live our lives as if there were no God. We want to be what the 
devil told Eve: “Ye shall be as gods.” In other words: ‘you’ll have it all 
in your control.’ Bless God that He doesn’t leave His people to that. 
They know there is a God, and they’re glad there is a God. Yes. Are 
you glad? Some of us here tonight are glad there is a God, and 
furthermore, glad that that God has taught us to acknowledge Him – 
had He not taught us so to do, we never would have done so.  

 
Secondly, acknowledge He is a holy God. “Be ye holy; for I am 

holy,” He said. In other words, our ways need to be examined. “Search 
me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and 
see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting.” There is only One Person who has ever lived on the face 
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of this earth, in the whole history of time, who could have prayed that 
prayer, knowing that no wicked way would have been found in Him. 
That was God’s dear Son, in our nature. The devil could find nothing in 
Him. The dear Father, looking on, said: “This is My beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.” There’s our salvation tonight, because 
there’s no fault in this Man. O, to acknowledge it! If you acknowledge 
God’s holiness, by inference, you acknowledge your unholiness. It’s to 
bring us to that point where Joseph’s brethren came: “We are verily 
guilty.” How did they come there? Because God brought to their 
remembrance past sins; the very thing they had done. They 
remembered when they had taken Joseph and bound him, and thrown 
him into the pit. We read of this strange man in Egypt, who, before 
their very eyes, took Simeon, and bound him. Their memories were 
stirred. “We are verily guilty concerning our brother” – the first hint of 
contrition; the first note of repentance. A holy God, you see. “In all thy 
ways acknowledge Him.” His holiness – our unholiness. 

 
“All unholy and unclean, 

      I am nothing else but sin; 
  On Thy mercy I rely; 
  Give me Christ, or else I die.” 

W. Hammond 
 
Thirdly. Acknowledge His sovereignty.  

 
“It is the Lord; should I distrust 

      Or contradict His will – 
       Who cannot do but what is just, 
      And must be righteous still?” 

T. Greene 
 
Can you say that tonight? Can you acknowledge His sovereignty? He 
has a right to give, and a right to take; a right to smite, and a right to 
kiss. He never makes a mistake – divine sovereignty. 
 

“Sovereign Ruler of the skies, 
          Ever gracious, ever wise.”                             J. Ryland 

 11



 
Acknowledge it, friend, acknowledge it! 
 

Again, acknowledge His faithfulness. Some of us can do that. 
“Thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee 
these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to 
know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep His 
commandments, or no,” – whether you’ve got a heart to serve Him. We 
hadn’t got such a heart by nature, but we trust God has given us one, by 
grace. “Thou shalt remember.” 

 
Again, acknowledge His mercy. Dear Jacob said: “I am not worthy 

of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which Thou hast 
shewed unto Thy servant.” Do you acknowledge God’s mercy? You are 
still on praying ground; not in a deserved hell. 

 
“To Him every comfort I owe, 

       Above what the fiends have in hell.” 
J. Swain 

 
Acknowledge His mercy. 

 
Then, friends, acknowledge that one way of salvation – Jesus only. 

No other name, no other blood, no other righteousness, no other plea, 
no other foundation, no other gospel, no other mediator, no other high 
priest, and no other advocate, but this blessed Jesus. May God help you 
so to do. 

 
And then acknowledge this – His love. 
 

“Awake, my soul, in joyful lays, 
      And sing thy great Redeemer’s praise; 
      He justly claims a song from me; 
      His loving-kindness, O how free!” 

S. Medley 
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Look, child of God, at that golden thread that’s gone through your 
life until this very moment of time. I know it’s often hidden, and your 
poor, unbelieving heart denies it’s there. And yet, there are moments 
when you’ve seen it. You’ve said with David: “Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the 
house of the LORD for ever.”  

 
And then, acknowledge His authority. “If ye love Me, keep My 

commandments.” He has a right to command – we are not freelancers. 
If He is our Father, then we are His children. Children are to obey their 
parents: how much more we should obey our heavenly Father! There is 
a great Head of the Church, the dear Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ is 
His name. As Head of the Church He has a right to ordain the 
ordinances of His Church, and the ways people should walk, and where 
His sheep should be found. He has a right. “If ye love Me, keep My 
commandments,” He says. “In all thy ways acknowledge Him.” 

 
Then we read: “He shall direct thy paths.” Here is a blessed 

promise joined to this sweet precept. Not He ‘might,’ but, “He shall 
direct thy paths.” This is a wonderful promise. I told you just now. “It 
is not in man that walketh to direct his steps,” is it? And here is One 
who takes in hand the believer; takes him by the hand. “The steps of a 
good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in His way. 
Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD 
upholdeth him with His hand.” “He shall direct thy paths.” Yes – which 
door to open, and which one to shut. Which way to bid you go in, and 
which way to say: ‘That’s not the way.’ Let that word behind you be 
heard:  “This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, 
and when ye turn to the left.” “The meek will He teach His way.” Yes, 
“the meek.” Notice that. A meek man is one who is under the yoke. 
“Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” Then that beautiful word, 
which we read in the early morning Prayer Meeting, last Lord’s Day: 
“The Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient 
waiting for Christ.” To my mind, that’s the end that we have in view, 
isn’t it? ‘Lord, direct us there. Whatever Thou dost do with us, direct us 
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“in the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.”’ And this 
divine Director will lead His people on, step by step, until the work of 
grace is done. And then He’ll direct them into heaven itself; He’ll say: 
‘Come up higher.’ 

 
“Thou shalt see My glory soon, 

      When the work of grace is done; 
      Partner of My throne shalt be; 
      Say, poor sinner, lovest thou Me? 

 
  Lord, it is my chief complaint, 

      That my love is cold and faint; 
      Yet I love Thee and adore; 
      O for grace to love Thee more!” 

W. Cowper 

Friends, the more you go on in this way, the more you will thank 
God, when He’s forbidden you to lean to your own understanding. You 
will thank Him when He’s put His own stumbling block in the way –
when you were determined, perhaps. But He knew how to do it –
lovingly, faithfully. Some of us look back to our early days at some of 
those things the Lord overturned – that we’d set our heart on. But 
we’ve lived to bless God for His overturnings. Because, in the end, He 
directed us in that way in which He would have us. God’s people are 

 
“…led, or driven, only where, 

They best and safest may abide.” 
A. Serle 

 
And where is that, in a spiritual sense? It’s Calvary – the foot of the 

Cross.  
“Here it is I find my heaven, 

     While upon the Lamb I gaze; 
      Love I much? I’ve much forgiven; 
     I’m a miracle of grace.” 

J. Allen & W. Shirley 
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“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct 
thy paths.” It is, as I said a few minutes ago: “Let your conversation be 
without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for 
He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”  

Amen 


