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Text:  “And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.”  Ecclesiastes 4,  
part of verse 12.

The  history  of  the  Ecclesiastes is  very  instructive.  You  will 
remember that, when King David died, his son, Solomon, succeeded to 
the throne. God appeared unto Solomon very early in his reign, by way 
of a vision. He asked Solomon what He should give him, now he was 
king.  Should  He  give  him  wealth?  Should  He  give  him  long  life? 
Should He give him victory over his enemies? And Solomon, in one of 
his better moments, acting under the fear of God, said that the one thing 
he wanted above all others was wisdom. I wonder if you would have 
said that if  you had been asked that  question by God. What  answer 
would you have given? What is it that you want most, this morning? 
We sometimes sing:

“If Solomon for wisdom prayed,
  The Lord before had made him wise;
  Else he another choice had made,
  And asked for what the worldings prize.”

J. Newton

Well,  God gave Solomon wisdom. He also gave him wealth, He 
gave him long life, and He gave him victory over his enemies. The fruit 
of that wisdom we find in three books which the Holy Ghost guided 
him  to  write  –  The  Proverbs,  Ecclesiastes  and  Song  of  Solomon. 
Perhaps, in a sense, we can understand more readily The Proverbs and 
the Song of Solomon. But when you come to Ecclesiastes, as you read 
it through, there seem many questions. I am not suggesting that it is not 
inspired; it is as inspired as Proverbs and Song of Solomon. But the 
spirit of it is somewhat different from those other two books. And the 
reason for it is this: God left Solomon, for some considerable period 
during his reign, to himself. Because Solomon had power, wealth, and 
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influence, and had in his natural hand anything that he desired, he went 
to  the  full  lengths  of  natural  desire  to  see  whether  he  would  find 
happiness in them. Would he find it in the wealth God had given him? 
Would he find it in the throne that God had given him? Would he find 
it  in  other  things  that  his  natural  man  craved after?  Well,  you  read 
through Ecclesiastes,  and you find this  man went hither  and thither, 
trying to find true happiness. At the beginning of the book he makes 
this declaration: “vanity of vanities; all is vanity.” In other words, by 
the time he had searched it all out, he found that wealth and natural 
prosperity, popularity,  power, authority, lands and victories could not 
satisfy the deeper inner craving of a living soul. Do you believe that, 
this morning? Perhaps some of you younger ones say: ‘If only I had a 
lot more money, I could do what I want. I’d be so happy. If only I had 
the power to do this and that, I would be such a different person.’ Well, 
you ask Solomon about it. When fallen nature gets hold of God’s gifts, 
it abuses them. And sooner or later those very gifts turn to be a snare, if 
not a curse. Beware of unsanctified gifts. If God gives you prosperity, 
may you pray for it to be sanctified; may God be in that prosperity. If 
He  gives  you  adversity,  may  He  give  you  the  grace  to  go  with 
adversity. If He gives you great possessions, then pray for grace to be 
rich. And if it’s His will that you should be poor, pray for grace to be 
poor. Learn the lesson that Paul learnt: “I have learned, in whatsoever 
state I am, therewith to be content.” Why was he content?  Because, 
whether he had increase or decrease, he had God with him.

So,  out of  this  practical  lesson came Ecclesiastes.  But,  scattered 
through this mysterious book are precious gems of gospel hope. We 
have one of them before us, this morning. Friends, let us be very clear, 
had not Solomon himself been bound by this threefold cord, when he 
went to the lengths that he did in sin and in serving his flesh, he would 
have been lost. He would have sunk to rise no more, in the bottomless 
pit. And be sure of this, unless you are held by the threefold cord of 
which I am going to speak, you will destroy your soul in the same sins 
that  Solomon  wallowed in  for  a  season.  So,  your  desire,  and  mine, 
should  be to  know that  this  threefold  cord  in  our  text  is  something 
holding us.  For if  it  doesn’t hold us,  we are  like a ship without  an 
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anchor  on a  stormy sea,  that  will  perish at  the  first  blast  of  eternal 
wrath.

“A threefold cord is not quickly broken.” What does this  mean? 
Well,  you know, if  you have  one strand of  a  cord,  you could quite 
easily break it. If you had two strands of the same cord woven together, 
you probably could break that as well; you’d need a lot more strength. 
But our text says: “A threefold cord.” It’s something different. It’s “not 
quickly broken,” meaning it will not snap. There’s such a strength in a 
threefold cord that not your strength, nor anyone else’s strength, can 
break it  easily.  I  want  to  speak  of  a  cord this  morning  that  “is  not 
quickly broken”; that can never be broken.

We  live  in  a  broken  world,  don’t  we?  Broken  homes;  broken 
families; broken promises – we’re a broken society. All the way round 
there is every evidence of it. It would be a great mercy if there were 
some  broken  hearts  in  the  midst  of  it  –  that  would  make  such  a 
difference. But we are living in a day when cords are broken. Things 
are all at sea, and it seems that there are none to control.  But, bless 
God,  He  does  control.  “The  LORD reigneth,”  still.  And  there  are  a 
people, on the face of this earth, held by this cord that will never break.

“This sacred bond shall never break,
  Though earth should to her centre shake.”

J. Kent

It may be that some of you are passing through, what we call, ‘breaking 
times.’ Bereavement is a breaking time, isn’t it? There’s a natural bond 
that  breaks  at  the  grave.  And other  things  sometimes  get  broken  – 
families,  nations,  and  sadly  churches,  sometimes,  too.  Many  things 
break  up,  unless  God  prevent.  Perhaps  you  are  passing  through  a 
‘breaking time’, and you wonder where the scene will end. Well, may it 
be your desire, this morning, to know this threefold cord is holding you. 
Then, though those things that  can be shaken, will  be shaken, those 
things which cannot be shaken, will remain.
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So what is, then, this threefold cord? I want to look at it  in two 
ways before we come to those things that will try to break it.

      First of all, we have to understand it is to do with God Himself. We 
believe (not just, I hope, because the Word of God tells us; but many of 
us believe because God has taught us) that God is a Trinity of Persons – 
three  Persons.  Not  three  Gods  –  three  Persons.  Each  of  those  three 
Persons, though distinct, is essentially the same God. So we speak of 
God the Father, and we speak of God the Son, and we speak of God the 
Spirit. The same God who is God the Father, is the same God who is 
God the Son, who is the same God who is God the Spirit.  And yet, 
mysteriously, those three Persons are distinct. He who is the Father in 
that Person, is distinct from He who is the Son, and from He who is the 
Holy Spirit.  Those three Persons in the glorious Trinity  have bound 
themselves together in a threefold cord. I say this reverently – we must 
speak very carefully – we are speaking of deep mysteries here. But it is 
the threefold cord that saves the soul of a sinner saved by grace.

   Firstly, there is that cord of God the Father. Here we have what we 
call the electing love of God; that choice which God the Father made 
‘ere time began, and fixed upon a number that no man can number, 
“out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation.” A love; an 
everlasting love; so everlasting that He said to Jeremiah: “Yea, I have 
loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have 
I drawn thee.” That cord had drawn him, you see: “a threefold cord.” 
And God the Father is the One of whom we speak who elects. The Son 
and the Spirit do so with Him, of course, but He is the One of whom it 
is spoken. It is His peculiar work in this cord.

Then, secondly, we speak of God the Son, of whom we will have 
more to say in a moment. He is the One to whom was entrusted the 
redemption, the salvation of this great number. In His hands, the Father 
put that vast number, to save them with an everlasting salvation. The 
dear Son of God bears the name ‘Redeemer’ – implying a price had to 
be paid. And it has been paid.
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Thirdly,  God the Holy Ghost undertook, as well,  to quicken into 
divine life all those given by the Father to the Son to redeem; to bring 
them to a knowledge of themselves and of God; and of the way to God 
through a precious Christ.  Here is the threefold cord. It is one cord. 
There are three strands to it and it will never, no never, no never be 
broken. It's this cord which holds every believer here, united to God 
Himself. Come wind; come weather; come sin; come temptation; come 
the devil himself – they cannot break that cord. It may be stretched, this 
morning, like it was with Solomon, to its utmost limit. Yet friends,

“Once in Him, in Him for ever;
 Thus the eternal covenant stands.”

J. Kent

Let me divert just for one moment. It's not a diversion, really. It is
another aspect to it. I said I would say more about the dear Son of God. 
In order to be the Redeemer of His people,  He needed to become a 
Man. That did not make it a fourfold cord. I'll repeat that. That did not 
make it a fourfold cord. The Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is not 
two Persons. He has two natures. He is the eternal Son of the eternal 
Father; and in His holy manhood, He is the Son of Man. But He is not 
two persons. He who is the Son of God is the same One who is the Son 
of Man. But the wonderful thing is, that one of those three glorious 
Persons,  of  whom I  have  been speaking,  the second One,  took into 
union with himself,  this sacred humanity;  this body. In so doing, He 
revealed a unity with the whole of the election of grace, called out of 
the ruins of the Adam fall: “made like unto His brethren.” This is the 
cord. It is through Christ that sinners are saved; “in Him.” We read in 
Romans 8: “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are 
in Christ Jesus.” And the strength of the bond that holds the sinner to be 
saved,  is  as  strong as  that  bond that  holds  the  three  Persons  of  the 
Trinity together; and as strong as that bond that holds both the divine 
and the human nature together, in the person of Emmanuel. So strong is 
that bond, it cannot be broken in time, nor in eternity.  It will, never, 
never, never, never break. This is the threefold cord in our text.
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Now, why does our text say that it is not quickly broken? Why did 
the Holy Ghost guide Solomon’s pen to write this? Because, amongst 
many others, there are seven things that will  come against  it.  Seven 
things that seemingly might do the very thing that Solomon here, by the 
Holy Ghost,  says  cannot  be done.  Blessed  be God – none  of  those 
seven things will break it. But, nonetheless, a child of God has to prove, 
in these seven things, how he needs this cord not to break. Very simply, 
this morning, I bring before you these seven things that will never (and 
can never) break this cord. 

The first thing is sin itself. When a child of God is quickened by 
that Holy Spirit I spoke of just now, and when, as we sung just now in 
that beautiful little hymn (190), he is quickened into divine life; then 
within him dwells the Spirit of Christ (as we read in Romans 8), the 
Holy Spirit, an undefiled spirit, a pure spirit, a clean spirit, an upright 
spirit. The very Spirit of Christ makes a son of God. “If any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” He is not bound – at least 
manifestly – by this cord. Not yet. It may be in God’s purpose to reveal 
it to him in due season. But, as yet, we have to say, according to the 
fruits, he is not bound by this cord. But, “as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” They have that union. 

But the point I want to make is that when a soul is born again by the 
Spirit, he realises, for the first time, the dreadful power of sin in his 
heart. He realises it is a plague; it is a most solemn, sinful infirmity; it’s 
a  dreadful  propensity.  It  is  something  in  him  he  cannot  control; 
something he is a slave to, unless God break the bond that holds him to 
sin. It is something he is dragged around by. There was a time when he 
thought  he  was  his  own  master  and  was  in  full  command  of  his 
faculties; and of his thoughts; and his words to do what he wished just 
when he wished. But, when he was born again of the Holy Ghost, he 
realised  that  sin  –  that  dreadful  monster,  that  mystery  of  iniquity  – 
dwelt  within him.  The Apostle Paul, writing in Romans 7,  says:  “O 
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death?” Perhaps that’s how some of you came to the House of God, this 
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morning: “O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death?” – this sin that clings, cleaves, holds me fast and 
holds me down. What sort of a week have you had, friend? Has sin had 
its part; sins in thought; sins in word; sins in deed? Perhaps you felt 
such a sinner – ‘Could ever God dwell here? Is it possible, with such a 
guilty wretch as I am, feelingly so? Such a leprous soul – is it possible 
that His threefold cord is here? Will it last, with such sin as I have in 
my bosom and in my heart?’ Well, it is a question, isn’t it? You won’t 
want to answer it just in the letter of the truth. You will want to know 
the  power  of  it.  For  the  Word  of  God  says:  “Sin  shall  not  have 
dominion over you.” That’s a wonderful word, isn’t it? It’s a word to 
plead. It’s a word for those who often are overcome by sin, and who 
need an overcoming Saviour. “Sin shall not have dominion over you: 
for ye are not under the law, but under grace.” Those who are born 
again of the Spirit – who have this threefold cord – their sins will not 
finally drag them to hell. Their sins may put them in the ditch; they 
may put them in the mire; they may, perhaps, put them in Satan’s sieve. 
But they will never break the bond; never break this cord that sovereign 
grace has made. 

We would not recount the sins of the people of God in a proud, 
Pharisaical way, but, if you go through the Word of God, be thankful 
that  it  is  recorded that  Noah’s sin of drunkenness,  for example,  and 
Abraham’s sin of unbelief, and Jacob’s sin of lying, and David’s sin of 
adultery,  and  Peter’s  sin  of  denying  his  Master,  and  Saul’s  sin  of 
persecuting the Church – those sins did not undo what this threefold 
cord had done. We can look on that in holy, humble amazement. Those 
of you, this morning, who are beset by sin; devil-dragged by it; here is 
something  to  plead.  But  Oh, how vital  to  have this  cord! There are 
other  characters  –  like  Balaam,  Ahithophel,  Judas,  Demas,  Ananias, 
Sapphira – so we could go on – they all made a profession of faith; all 
professed to be bound by this cord, yet they were lost. The root of the 
matter was not in them. Their sins, at last, had the better of them. You 
see how vital it is, sinner, to know this threefold cord. It’s the greatest 
question that should exercise your soul this morning. ‘Am I bound by 
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it? Or am I, as it  were, just at the mercy of my wretched heart,  and 
being dragged into eternal misery?’

I move on. The second thing that will seek to prevail against this 
threefold  cord  is  Satan  himself.  How he  did  with  Simon  Peter!  He 
“desired to have [him] that he may sift [him] as wheat.” And were it not 
for that threefold cord, in the love of the Saviour – “I have prayed for 
thee,  that  thy  faith  fail  not,”  –  Satan  would  have  had  his  desire, 
wouldn’t he? But, “When the enemy shall come in like a flood,” (and 
he  does come in like a flood,) “the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a 
standard against him.” Many a child of God has been glad of that. Is 
there a poor devil-dragged sinner here this morning,  at the mercy of 
Satan? Like Christian, lying on his back, his sword out of his hand for a 
moment, and Apollyon standing over him. It seemed inevitable he’d be 
destroyed. But blessed be God, God put that sword back in his hand, 
and with one almighty thrust (and the Holy Ghost was in the power of 
it) he said: “Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall 
arise; when I sit in darkness, the LORD shall be a light unto me.” And 
with that thrust, he wounded the enemy so that he fled. He got on his 
feet again. Blessed be God, “the God of peace shall bruise Satan under 
your feet shortly.” He’ll do it! Poor devil-dragged child of God, this 
morning, He’ll do it! The devil won’t be able to break this threefold 
cord.  No. He’ll  try.  He’ll  try as an angel of light and he’ll  try as a 
roaring lion. He’ll try with every artifice he has. But friends, he’ll never 
break it. No. The dear Saviour Himself has withstood the evil one. He 
did in His holy life; 

“Our Captain stood the fiery test,
 And we shall stand through Him.”

J. Hart

The third  thing that  will  come against  this  threefold  cord  is  the 
world. It was no coincidence that the dear Saviour prayed, in John 17, 
“I pray not that Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that 
Thou shouldest keep them from the evil.” He meant the evil of it. You 
dear young friends growing up and going out into life, it  will prove 
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whether  you’ve  got  this  threefold  cord  or  not.  The  world  is  a  very 
powerful place. Peer pressure, the lust of the flesh and the love of this 
world has carried many away. It is carrying millions away into eternal 
perdition.  Friends,  without  this  threefold  cord,  you  will  be  carried 
away, too. You know how vital  it  is for a ship to have an anchor – 
when those strong currents come, then there is nothing to hold the ship 
if the anchor doesn’t. No. Think of those poor ones who were drowned 
in Portugal,  this  week. That  strong rip  current  swept two parents  to 
their death, and another as well. They had no power at all to withstand 
those waves. That’s just a faint hint, sinner, of the power of this world. 

“Save me from this bewitching world,
  That has to death ten thousand hurled.”

H. Fowler

O, how the love of the world  is carrying sinners away!  The love of 
sport is one thing. Drugs are another. Drink is another. Immorality is 
another.  The terrible  power of the media,  these days,  is another.  On 
every hand we see it. O sinner, remember this! How will you stand in 
the evil day without this threefold cord? Is it holding you? Or are you 
swept along with it all? “Love not the world, neither the things that are 
in the world.” ‘But,’ you say, ‘I had a good upbringing.’ Bless God for 
that. ‘I come to the House of God every time I can.’ Bless God for that 
– may you continue to do so.  But I warn you, without this threefold 
cord, you are no match for the world, nor the sin in your heart, nor the 
devil. But bless God, the prayers of the Saviour will prevail, and He 
will ensure that His dear people are not swept away by the world, sin or 
the devil.  The prodigal son went out into a far  country,  a long way 
away; he served the world. Was he lost? No. That bond between him 
and his father was still there. He didn’t know it; but it was still there in 
the father’s heart. Was it broken? He thought it was, when he came to 
himself  and  reviewed  his  behaviour  –  the  wretched  way  he  had 
behaved. ‘I am not worthy to be called a son. Only a hired servant! 
That bond is broken,’ he thought. Was it?
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“Rebellious thou hast been,
  And art rebellious still;

    But since in love I took thee in,
  My promise I’ll fulfil.”

H. Fowler

“I  will  heal  their  backsliding,  I  will  love  them  freely.”  But  those 
backslidings, friends, will leave a mark on you for the rest of your days. 
They will. “A threefold cord is not quickly broken.”

I come to the fourth point that came to my mind as I meditated on 
this – I hope with the Holy Spirit’s aid: the law; God’s holy law. You 
say:  ‘Is that against this threefold cord?’ Not in one sense. But dear 
friends, let’s be very clear. If you are not bound by this threefold cord, 
the law will be your enemy.  It will. Bless God for the dear Redeemer, 
who came,  as I  hinted just  now, into this  sin cursed earth,  and was 
made a curse for His dear people. He endured the curse of the law, that 
they might be freed from its condemnation. So, friends, “Who shall lay 
any thing to the charge of God’s elect?” Shall the law? The law says: 
‘No, not now. I’ve nothing against that sinner. The life, the death and 
the resurrection of the Son of God answer for him.’ And,

“Payment God cannot twice demand,
  First at my bleeding Surety’s hand,

   And then again at mine.”
A.M. Toplady

That little hymn is so sweet, isn’t it?

“I’ve bound thee up secure,
  ’Midst all the rage of hell;

    The curse thou never shalt endure,”
why?

  “For I’m unchangeable.”
H. Fowler
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That  curse  has  been  endured  by the  Saviour  so that  it  need  not  be 
endured by those bound by this threefold cord. “For He hath made Him 
to  be  sin  for  us,  who  knew  no  sin;  that  we  might  be  made  the 
righteousness of God in Him.” Friend, do you know this? 

“The law as loud as thunder cries,
     “The soul that sins against me, dies.”

W. Gadsby

There’s its curse. But Oh, to see Jesus in the sinner’s place! The curse 
removed.

“Endless blessings on the Lamb!
  Broken hearts, repeat the same;
  His dear heart was broken too,
  When He bore the curse for you.”

W. Gadsby

No, the law, blessed be God, is a strength to this threefold cord. Justice 
demands it will never break, because justice received its full payment 
on behalf of the sinner.

“Come, then, repenting sinner, come;
Approach with humble faith;

  Owe what thou wilt, the total sum
  Is cancelled by His death.”

J. Hart

It can’t be broken. Oh, we bless God for that! “A threefold cord is not 
quickly broken.”

I now come to my fifth point, and that is God’s chastenings. Will 
they break the threefold cord? They are very sore, you know. They are 
very sharp. They are very painful. They will try to the utmost. You ask 
Job about it; ask Joseph about it; ask David about it; ask Jacob about it. 
Sometimes  they  wondered  whether  the  threefold  cord  was broken. 
Asaph said this: “Hath God forgotten to be gracious? Hath He in anger 
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shut up His tender mercies?” “Will He be favourable no more?” “Is His 
mercy clean gone for ever?” In other words: ‘Is the cord broken?’ That 
poor sinner, under divine chastening this morning – you feel God has 
smitten you. You know the reason, perhaps. You know why. But God 
has  hidden  His  face;  your  prayers  seem to  get  no  further  than  the 
ceiling; your poor heart is ‘un-comforted’; sin is not removed as you 
would like it to be; there doesn’t seem to be that reconciliation between 
you and your God. You feel like the one in Isaiah 49: “The LORD hath 
forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me.” Perhaps He has hidden 
His face behind an affliction, or behind some powerful temptation. Or 
behind some grievous disappointment, or some unanswered prayer, or 
some deep discouragement, or some crook in the lot, or some thorn in 
the flesh – He has hidden His face behind it. You can’t get through it, 
can you? This question now arises: “Where is thy God?” ‘Is He my 
God,  after  all?  Is  the  cord  broken?  Is  His  love  exhausted?  Has  He 
changed His mind?’ No. You ask Hezekiah about it; Hezekiah tells us: 
“By these things men live,  and in all  these things  is  the life  of  my 
spirit.” That man was under the chastening hand of God. He had an 
army around him; he was sick unto death; he had no heir, and he had 
not had his sins forgiven, either – not to his satisfaction. 

There was a man under God’s chastening hand. “Like a crane or a 
swallow, so did I chatter: I did mourn as a dove” – no wonder the man 
mourned as a dove – he wondered: ‘Was the threefold cord there?’ Oh, 
it was, blessed be God! In the end they returned – his strength, and his 
knowledge of that threefold cord. I was going to say, it strengthened the 
cord, but the cord doesn’t need strengthening.  It’s in God. But your 
faith in it needs strengthening, doesn’t it? And your understanding of it 
needs  deepening.  That  thorn in  the flesh;  that  crook in  the  lot;  that 
weighty burden – it’s in His hand; it will fall out well. “We know that 
all things work together for good” – we read of it in Romans 8 – “to 
them  who  are  the  called  according  to  His  purpose.”  One  thing  is 
certain, child of God – you may be under the rod this morning – but 
Ezekiel tells us, “I will cause you to pass under the rod.” Where? Into 
despair? No. “Into the bond of the covenant.” In other words, under that 
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rod you will prove the bond is there. You will. “Whom the Lord loveth 
he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth.” 

“Did Jesus once upon me shine?
    Then Jesus is for ever mine.”

W. Hammond

No, even God’s chastenings, necessary though they are, don’t dissolve 
the bond. Just as a child has to be disciplined by its parents, it doesn’t 
mean  it’s  not  a  child;  not  a  son;  not  a  daughter,  does  it?  No.  But, 
nonetheless, the cord doesn’t break. “A threefold cord is not quickly 
broken.”

Now I  come  to  my  sixth  point:  death.  What  happens  at  death? 
When the soul departs from this body and returns unto God who gave 
it, that will be the biggest step you will ever take, sinner. You will step 
into  eternity;  the  unknown.  What  a  mercy  if,  when  stepping  into 
eternity, you step into the arms of Jesus. What a mercy! “Precious in 
the  sight  of  the  LORD is  the  death  of  His  saints.”  And one thing  is 
certain; though the bond between the soul and that poor corrupt body 
does break – the body goes to the grave: dust returns to dust as God has 
decreed – the soul of the believer returns to God, and it is safe in that 
dread moment. We have the witness of that in the dying of the Saviour. 
“Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit.” And in commending 
His spirit, He was also commending the spirits of all the members of 
His mystical  body into the hand of His Father.  At the time of their 
passing,  they  too  would  be  safe;  because  of  His  eternal  victory. 
“Because I live, ye shall live also.” 

“Not death itself, that last of foes,
    Shall break a union so divine.”

A. Steele

What a mercy! But how solemn, friends, if there is not that threefold 
cord! Ignorance came to that Celestial City gate, didn’t he? Vain Hope 
ferried him over the river of Death. But there was no cord to bind him. 
There was no union between him and the one that leant over the gate. 
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“Where is your certificate?” He hadn’t gone one. Why hadn’t he got 
one? Because, friends, he had never been through the Wicket Gate that 
begins  the  way.  “Strait  is  the  gate,  and  narrow  is  the  way,  which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” What is the Wicket 
Gate? It is the new birth; it must begin there, in the experience of the 
child of God. “Ye must be born again.” That’s when the threefold cord 
is  established  as  an  anchor  for  the  soul.  It  can’t  be  broken.  But 
Ignorance was content without the new birth. He had a profession; he 
had a reputation; he had much in his favour, or, so he thought. He had 
quite a few friends, as well. He even had a friend, at the hour of death, 
to take him over the river. But, he found that down from the very gates 
of  heaven  there  was  a  way down to  hell.  There  was  no  union,  no 
threefold cord holding him. 

Oh, but for the believer, death won’t break this threefold cord! No. 
Why  is  that?  Because,  in  another  simile  altogether  (we  have  it  in 
Hebrews  6,  at  the  end  of  that  beautiful  chapter):  “Whither  the 
Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an High Priest for ever 
after the order of Melchisedec.” An anchor has three parts to it.  The 
centre part of that anchor is those two words: “even Jesus.” One part is 
“for us” – for those bound by this anchor chain. And the other part: “for 
ever.”  It  is  because  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Forerunner.  The 
forerunner goes before somebody.  If there was nobody following on 
behind, he wouldn’t be a forerunner, would he? John the Baptist was 
the forerunner of Christ, in that sense. And, in a much more blessed 
way, Christ is the Forerunner of His people; He has gone before His 
people into heaven. The very name “Forerunner” tells us that there are 
others  coming  behind.  Why are  they  coming  behind?  The threefold 
cord is bringing them in; drawing them in by eternal love. This anchor 
chain can never be broken. But, remember, the other end of that anchor 
chain is the new birth in the heart. Without it you are like a ship that 
has an anchor, but it is not united to the ship. What good is that when 
the storm comes? There are two ends to this matter: the Holy Ghost 
within,  and the Holy Son of  God above – two blessed Intercessors. 
That’s why the cord is not broken at death. The soul is:
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“Safe in the arms of Jesus,
  Safe on His gentle breast.”

F.J. Crosby

‘Now,’ you say, ‘what is your seventh point?’ Well, the grave. You 
say: ‘But you told us just now that severs the bond.’ It does, for a time; 
between the soul  and the  body,  undoubtedly so.  Your poor,  corrupt 
body,  because  it  is  sinful,  will  return  to  the  dust.  It’s  corrupt,  it  is 
mortal, it’s defiled – it must return to the dust from whence it came. 
But  is  that  the  end  of  the  matter?  No.  Because  the  dear  Saviour’s 
glorified  body is  in glory this  morning  hour,  there  is  coming a  day 
when  the  bodies  of  His  dear  people  will  be  raised  from the  grave; 
reunited with the soul.

“Made like Him, like Him we rise;
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies!”

C. Wesley

The dust of God’s people is  watched over,  even while  it  lies  in the 
grave, waiting for the resurrection morning. What a shout there will be! 
We read that:  “the Lord Himself  shall  descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them” –  there’s the union between the 
Church: it’s the same bond – “in the air.” But then it goes on – and this 
is  the  glory  of  it  all:  “So  shall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord.”  Why? 
Because, child of God, “a threefold cord is not quickly broken.”

Amen.
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