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on Lord’s Day evening, 20th January, 2008

Text:  “No man can come to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me  
draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.” John 6, verse 44.

God has only ever intended, from all eternity, that there should be 
one way in which sinners will be saved. That way is set before us in our 
text this evening. It is a way which gives honour and glory to all three 
Persons of the glorious Trinity – God the Father, who sent His only 
begotten Son; God the Son, who willingly and voluntarily came; and 
the one who draws the sinner in this way is God the Holy Ghost.

 So,  within  our  text  tonight,  we  have  two  mysteries.  One  is  the 
mystery of the Trinity. No man can ever explain how it is that the God 
whom we adore; the God of the Word of God, is one God and yet three 
distinct Persons. That is something beyond the reach of the intellectual 
attainment of fallen man. Now, many, because they cannot reach it with 
their own intellect, have denied the sacred doctrine of the Trinity. Yet, 
friends,  if  God has given you the faith  of  His dear  children,  it  is  a 
doctrine  you  will  love.  You  will  see  a  great  and  wonderful  unity 
between those three Persons – God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost. It is a threefold cord that will never, never be broken. 
We may come to that again in a moment, if the Lord will.

The  second  deep  mystery  in  our  text  is  another  one  that  has 
confounded the will of man, the pride of man and the intellect of man, 
over the generations. That is that God has a people. Now the corollary 
of that is that those who come to God, (that is the people in our text) 
only  come  because  they  are  drawn  by  God.  Here  we  have  divine 
sovereignty.  This  is  a  doctrine  which  even  confounded  the 
congregation to which the Saviour was preaching. In the previous verse 
we have  those  who were  murmuring  among  themselves.  Why were 
they murmuring? For two reasons: firstly, they could not understand it, 
and they thought those things they could not understand could not be 
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reasonable, and therefore not right. (And that is very dangerous ground 
to be on). The second thing they were murmuring about was this: it 
gave them no honour or glory whatsoever in their flesh. They saw that 
salvation, if it was to be accomplished, was entirely of God’s free and 
sovereign grace. These are things that proud nature hates. It likes to 
think it can have a part in this great work of salvation. It would like to 
think that we do our part,  and God does His, and the two somehow 
marry together and that saves the sinner. Well, dear friends, I tell you, 
God must work at both ends in the matter, if you are to be saved. Not 
only must God be working in the covenant of grace I have been hinting 
at already, but He must be working in your heart. How else will you be 
a believer? How else will you be one fleeing to Christ? For as you’ve 
just been singing, in hymn 888, and as our text tells us: “No man can 
come to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him.” This is 
humbling truth; it is truth which proud nature kicks against. But every 
living child  of God here this  evening will  acknowledge it  to  be the 
truth. You know you can’t come of your own strength. Oh, you would 
come! You  would be fleeing to Christ; you would be believing; how 
zealous you would be! But, you find you’ve no power in yourself to do 
these things; and if God the Holy Ghost withholds the power, you are 
absolutely impotent. Your experience proves the text. Whatever debate 
the  devil  may  raise  in  your  mind  or  anyone  else’s  mind  about  the 
matter,  the experience of a  child  of God proves it  – we need to be 
drawn; we need to be compelled.

Now, let me just turn aside for one moment. In no way does that 
make or support the doctrine of fatalism. Let us be very clear there. 
Those who are born of the Spirit are in no way fatalists. They know the 
importance of the never dying soul. They know there’s an eternity to 
face. They know it’s either heaven or hell; and they know that without 
Christ they cannot be saved. But they don’t sit down and say: ‘Well, 
what’s to be, will be.’ They don’t sit down in fatalism and say: ‘Well, if 
that’s how God saves sinners, I might just as well be careless until He 
works.’  The  living  child  of  God doesn’t  speak  like  that.  The living 
child of God says: “Draw me, we will run after Thee.” The living child 
of God says: ‘Lord, take me in hand. Don’t leave me to be a reprobate. 
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Don’t leave me, Lord, out of that blessed covenant. Don’t leave me to 
sink in the sins of my unbelieving heart. Lord, don’t leave me under the 
power of the evil  one. “Draw me,” Lord, “we will run after  Thee.”’ 
And those who find an echo of that prayer in your heart, this evening 
hour, you have one evidence, at least, of being among the living people 
of God. “No man can come to Me, except the Father which hath sent 
Me draw him.”

Let  me  first  of  all,  then,  explain  why no  man  can  come  to  the 
Father, without being drawn; for this we must understand what took 
place at the Adam fall.  When God created Adam, and then Eve, He 
created two perfect creatures; and there was a measure of communion 
between  God,  their  Creator,  and  they,  His  creatures.  And  (I  say  it 
reverently)  there  was  a  gracious  and  holy  familiarity,  without  any 
compromise either to the Creator’s dignity or of the creatures’ position. 
But,  nonetheless,  their  Creator  was  freely  approachable,  and  they 
welcomed  Him into  the  garden  whenever  He came.  It  was  a  sweet 
communion; sweet fellowship in that time of innocency. But we know 
that it did not last; the Word of God does not tell us how long this state 
of innocency lasted. One would judge, not for very long. But that is 
only a conjecture. Where the Word of God is silent, we must be silent. 
But this we do know – the Word of God tells us, and the history of 
mankind has proved it ever since – that sin entered the garden. How did 
it enter? It entered through the tempter. What door did he use to enter 
the hearts of man? He used the door of unbelief – if you may call it a 
door. He raised a question: “Hath God said?” He put a question mark 
over the commands and the precepts that God had given to our first 
parents in the Garden of Eden. First Eve, and then Adam, listened to 
the tempter. They began to reason with him. Now, friend, let us be very 
clear – neither you nor I are a match for the tempter. Our first parents 
weren’t a match for him in their state of innocency; far, far less are you 
and I, now we are fallen creatures. If you reason with the devil, dear 
friend, in your own strength, the devil will get the mastery of you – be 
sure  of  that.  They  were  no  master  for  the  devil.  For  his  subtle 
insinuations  and  suggestions  were  so  palatable  to  their,  now fallen, 
nature, that when he suggested they would be “as gods, knowing good 
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and evil,” – equal with their Creator; their own masters – their pride 
began to rise up in their, hitherto, innocent hearts, and they fell. It was a 
solemn fall; it wasn’t just a little trip, like a child walking up the High 
Street, picking itself up and running on again. It was a terrible fall. It 
affected not only Adam and Eve, but their posterity. You know, when 
Cain  was  born,  Eve  looked  on  that  newborn  child.  He  looked  so 
innocent, didn’t he? He looked so beautiful; so perfectly formed. ‘O,’ 
she thought, ‘what a gift from God!’ Did she know that she was bearing 
a murderer in her arms? She soon found out – the fruit of the fall. And 
so it is, dear friends. It’s gone on and on, down the generations. You 
have a fallen nature, and I have a fallen nature; a nature that naturally 
inclines itself to unbelief, to sin, and to ungodliness. That is its natural 
element – darkness rather than light, death rather than life, sin rather 
than grace, and the world rather than Christ. Let us be very clear about 
these things.

There are three texts in the Word of God I remind you of. I often 
quote them, and I don’t make any apology whatsoever for quoting them 
again. These three texts confirm what I’m saying. How deeply did our 
first parents fall! The first text is this: “The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” It is so determined 
to sin,  that  it  will  go to  any length it  finds possible  to achieve that 
objective, if it has any liberty so to do. It’s desperate in its wickedness. 
The second word I remind you of is in Romans 8: “The carnal mind is 
enmity against  God: for it  is  not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be.” It is not that it is  difficult to be subject to the law of 
God;  it  is  not  that  it  can be attained  to if  you try hard enough – it 
cannot be. Then we have those words in Corinthians: “The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him.” Now, you take those three texts together, and they describe 
man  in  his  fallen  state  –  they  describe  you  and  they  describe  me 
without grace. Now can you see why no man can come to the Father? 
People talk about free will, but the only will that man has, in his fallen 
state,  is to unbelief;  to sin;  to rebel;  to fall.  That is fallen man’s  so 
called ‘freedom’; the only freedom he has got. But it is not a ‘freedom’ 
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at all; it is a bondage, it is a slavery and it is an imprisonment, if only 
he realized it.

So, the first reason why no man can come is because of this solemn 
inability.  Our  first  hymn,  this  evening,  was  very  confirming,  [904], 
where the good hymn-writer points out that when Adam fell, he lost all 
ability. Whatever he had before, he lost all ability to do anything good; 
anything spiritually good in the sight of his Creator. Now, I do want 
you to be well established in this Truth, that you be under no illusion 
about this matter. Because to be under an illusion about that matter is to 
be under an illusion about the very fundamentals of salvation. Why can 
no man come to the Father, except he be drawn? The reason is very 
clear; it is because he has not the ability.

Now, I  will  tell  you something else  about  him – he has not  the 
willingness, either. The Apostle Peter speaks, in his epistle, about those 
in Noah’s day and of the things that went on in that generation. He uses 
an  expression  which  you  should  never  forget:  “They  willingly are 
ignorant.”  It is a strange expression, in a way, but I think those of you 
who have divine life in your soul will know what it means: there is a 
solemn willingness to be ignorant.  Man would rather be ignorant of 
Christ,  and  ignorant  of  God.  Left  to  himself,  he  would  rather  be 
ignorant of the way of salvation. He says, in as many words, “we will 
not have this Man to reign over us.” That is what he says. I hope there 
are not any in this House of Prayer who may be saying that, tonight. 
There may well be. If you are not saying it in words, you may be saying 
it in your actions. “We desire not the knowledge of Thy ways.” That is 
the natural man, you see, isn’t it? He is willingly ignorant of the things 
of God; he doesn’t want to know them.

Many years ago, there was a Chinese ship which docked at one of 
our ports. There was a group of people who sought to hand Scriptures 
to the crew of this ship, and other good material, hoping that those who 
came from that communist country might be brought face to face with 
the Truth. One man who tried to distribute these Bibles and tracts, told 
me afterwards that every one of them gave this answer: “We don’t need 
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your Jesus.” They were trained to give that answer, they were told they 
were not to accept anything of such a nature; and the answer they gave 
was “we don’t need your Jesus.” Well, that’s just what man says: ‘We 
don’t need Him.’ Friends, if men felt their need of Jesus, this House of 
Prayer wouldn’t be big enough for the congregation that would gather, 
would  it?  Chippenham  is  made  up,  I  think,  of  about  twenty  five 
thousand people these days.  You compare our congregation,  and the 
congregation of others who may be worshipping God in our little town. 
What a tiny proportion we are! Not that we have anything to boast of – 
nothing whatsoever. But it is indicative, that generally speaking, it is 
not  natural  to  man  to  be  spiritual;  to  be  Sabbath  observing;  Christ 
loving; God obeying. It is not natural to him. It is not natural to you, 
and it is not natural to me. Let us be honest about it. That is why our 
text says, so emphatically: “No man can come to Me, except the Father 
which hath sent Me draw Him.”

Now, friends, God would have been perfectly just, had He left man 
in his fallen state, and let the whole of Adam’s race sink into solemn 
darkness at  the end of their  days.  There would have been none that 
could have replied against Him, saying it was unjust. None would have 
been able to challenge Him in the Day of Judgment, nor will anyone be 
able to, anyway. But, blessed be God’s holy name, God has devised, 
and His loving heart planned it from all eternity, that there would be a 
people that would be plucked, as brands “out of the burning”, from this 
fallen race. A people who will be raised up; first in their souls by the 
new birth, and then eventually, in the last day, as our text says. When 
the great Day of Judgment comes, they will be at the right hand of this 
great God, as monuments  of mercy,  as trophies of grace,  as blessed 
examples  of  what  God  can  do  to  save  a  people  loved  with  an 
everlasting love. I tell you, dear friends, had God not decreed to do that, 
none would ever be saved. If it were left to man, none would ever be 
saved; none whatsoever, I say. The doctrine of election, hard though it 
may seem to fallen nature,  perplexing to  those of intellectual  minds 
who are trying to fathom out God in a way they will  never do, yet 
friends, I tell you, had God not determined to draw some, none would 
ever have come. I see love in the doctrine of election, blessed love! It’s 
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the hand of God stretched out to draw sinners to Christ; and may you 
and I be among the drawn ones. “No man can come to Me, except the 
Father which hath sent Me draw him.”

My next point is, how then does God draw sinners? The first thing I 
want you to notice is that, if what I have already said is true, no amount 
of persuasion of that natural man, or that carnal mind, will alter it. No 
amount of debating or arguing will change the fallen state of that fallen 
nature. It comes down to something that must be done. I’ve told you, O, 
so many times over the many years I’ve been your Pastor – some of 
you are, perhaps, weary of hearing me say it – but I must tell you, I 
must be faithful with you; it must begin with the new birth. The new 
birth gives a new nature which is attracted by the gospel; by the Word. 
Without  that  new nature,  there’s  no  attraction  in  your  heart  for  the 
gospel whatsoever; none whatsoever. And if you have an attraction for 
the gospel in your heart, you bless God – He’s put it there; you weren’t 
born with it. You younger ones will know that in schools, experiments 
are performed which put iron filings and salt together. Then a magnet is 
put over the mixture and the iron filings are drawn, and the salt is left 
behind. It is separated out. Well, friends, the gospel is like a magnet; it 
only attracts  a certain thing. What does it attract? It attracts the new 
nature. If you have not a new nature, you are like the salt that is left 
behind. Oh, may God give you and I (if He’s not already given it) a 
nature that’s attracted, drawn by the truth – drawn to the truth – so that 
when  the  gospel  is  preached,  there  is  that  in  your  heart  that  has  a 
gracious response to it, under the power of infinite, omnipotent, super-
abounding grace.

First of all, then, if we are to be drawn, we need a new nature. And 
if you feel that sweet attraction in your heart to the gospel – to the truth 
– then you have another evidence of being among those in our text, and 
bless God for it. Bless God for it, if you can trace out the change. There 
was a day when the gospel meant  nothing to you at all  – you were 
indifferent to it; perhaps hostile to it. But now, O, now it is so different! 
There is something in it that draws your affections. You’re waiting to 
hear  something  more  of  a  precious  Christ,  and  about  the  way  of 
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salvation. Above all, you want to know that you are among those for 
whom Christ came to suffer, bleed and die. Well, friends, bless God’s 
holy name, you are among those who are being taught of the Lord. “It 
is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every 
man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh 
unto Me.”

The next thing we would notice is this – there is a reason for their 
coming. We read in this chapter about those who crossed the Sea of 
Galilee  to  find the  Saviour  again.  They had had  the  miracle  of  the 
loaves, and they hurried around the lake, and across the lake. The Lord 
Jesus Christ, lovingly but firmly reproved them. Not for coming to see 
Him, in one sense; it was their motive He was questioning. He says: 
“Ye seek Me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat 
of the loaves, and were filled. Labour not for the meat which perisheth, 
but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life.” You see, the 
Lord Jesus Christ’s very presence, and the miracles He did, brought a 
lot of followers. But how few followed Him for the right reason! How 
few followed Him because they felt their need of Him as a Saviour! 
There was some sifting work done, in this very chapter. We read this: 
“Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto Me, except it 
were  given  unto  him  of  My  Father.  From  that  time many  of  His 
disciples went back, and walked no more with Him.” They left Him – 
the  best  of  preachers;  the  sweetest  of  all  ministers;  the  One  who 
preached  His  own gospel.  Why did  they  leave  Him? Because,  dear 
friends, they hadn’t come for the right motive. They’d come for selfish 
motives – not for the honour and glory of the dear Saviour.

But those who are drawn – they come for a reason. The first reason 
is this, they have a need. You will notice in the Gospels how the dear 
Saviour dealt with one and another, to give them a need. The woman of 
Samaria, for example, came to the well of Jacob, (as far as we can tell) 
dead in trespasses and in sins. She had a form of religion, mind you, 
and  she  knew where  she  wanted  to  worship  –  Samaria,  rather  than 
Jerusalem. She could debate, in a party spirit, which was the best place. 
But, it didn’t sanctify her life, did it? She had five husbands, and the 
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one she was living with, it appears, wasn’t her husband at all. Her life 
was a wreck; an immoral wreck. But, by the time the dear Saviour had 
finished that wonderful conversation – that sweet sermon – there was in 
her heart a felt need. It was so great a need that she left her waterpot, 
(the very reason she had gone to the well) and went into the city, and 
said: “Come, see a Man, which told me” – ‘what did he tell me?’ – “all 
things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?” Now, friends, I’m quite 
sure that the men of the city had probably told her quite a bit about her 
life. She hadn’t listened to them. It hadn’t brought repentance; it hadn’t 
brought conviction; it  hadn’t brought any change. But now they saw 
this woman weeping over her sins; changed by grace. No wonder they 
went out to hear Him for themselves! They saw what grace did in that 
woman’s heart and life. Have you left your waterpot, friend? That was 
indicative of her former life, wasn’t it? She “left her waterpot.” You 
say: ‘Well, it’s been a good waterpot. I’ve had quite a bit of enjoyment 
out of it.’ Is it a sinful one, friend? Does it compare with a precious 
Christ – that “well of water springing up into everlasing life?” The one 
thing it did for that woman –  it gave her a thirst.  For the Lord Jesus 
Christ said: “If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to 
thee,  Give Me to drink;  thou wouldest  have  asked of  Him,  and He 
would have given thee living water.” 

See the test of knowing the gift of God. Are you one of those who 
are asking for that living water? 

“Give me Christ, or else I die.”
W. Hammond

You are a poor, guilty sinner, there are sins to be forgiven, there is the 
shame of your past life to be blotted out, there are sins to be subdued – 
you need so much grace, do you not? You need that living water; you 
need that precious Christ.  O, dear friends, you are among the drawn 
ones! “Give me Christ,” you say, “or else I die!”

Why do they come? Because they see their  great need.  The law 
cannot satisfy them – it only condemns them. The world cannot satisfy 
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them: it only adds to their sorrows. Their wretched heart  cannot put 
things  right:  it  is  totally  fallen,  as  I  have  been  saying.  So,  to  Jesus 
Christ they come – empty,  poor, naked and ignorant;  everything but 
what they feel they ought to be. They have to come just as they are:

“Come just as thou art, with thy woe,
  Fall down at the feet of the Lamb,
  He will not, He cannot say, Go,
  But surely will take out thy stain.”

W. Gadsby

That is how they have to come. They cannot mend matters; they cannot 
adjust things so that they look somewhat better. Friend, that will not do. 
They have to come – and they will come, these drawn ones – exactly as 
they are. They are drawn in all their filthiness, vileness and  blackness; 
with all their dark history; with all those hidden sins and outward ones, 
too. They have to come just like that. And they come, as our text says, 
to this precious Jesus – drawn. We read earlier, in this same chapter: 
“All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me;” – now listen – “and 
him  that  cometh  to  Me  I  will  in  no  wise”  –  not   under  any 
circumstances  –“cast  out.”  However  long  his  conviction,  or  short; 
however  deep  his  conviction,  (and  some  are  more  deeply  led  than 
others); whatever sins may hang around his neck; whatever guilt may 
be  on  his  conscience;  whatever  black  past  he  may  have;  however 
further  shunned he  may be  by those  with whom he  has  had  to  do; 
whatever condition he is in, if he is a coming sinner, Christ says: ‘I will 
in no wise cast him out.’ He has promised not to do so. And such is the 
wonder of our text, though there are many things that may hinder this 
coming sinner – the devil, the world, unbelief, and many other things 
which will combine to try and stumble him in his coming – our text 
assures us that  he will  get there.  He will  come.  “All that  the Father 
giveth Me  shall come to Me.” Good John Bunyan,  in  that  beautiful 
sermon “Come and Welcome”, (and I commend that sermon for you to 
read) says this: ‘“shall come” – He goes and fetches him. Not  might 
come;  not  may come;  not  if  he  will come  –  “shall  come”’.  ‘“Shall 
come” – He goes and fetches him.’ That is just what is needed. You can 
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see some lives, dear friends, where that is so needed. Perhaps you have 
some loved ones over whom you pray. ‘O, Lord, let “shall come” go 
and fetch him!’ (Or her.) ‘Let us see that work, Lord, appear.’ “Let Thy 
work appear  unto Thy servants,  and Thy glory unto their  children.” 
‘Lord, let “shall come” go and fetch them!’ We can’t. You may have 
tried, but “shall come” can do it, if it be but His will is to do it. Bless 
God for that. How you need it for yourself. Your poor, renegade heart 
is full of unbelief; it staggers and stumbles on a legal ground; ready to 
give up. You need “shall come” to come and draw you, as well, don’t 
you? “Draw me, we will run after Thee.” 

And so the Lord Jesus Christ receives this sinner.  For the sinner 
that is full of poverty; Christ is full of riches. This poor sinner who is 
full of nakedness; the Lord Jesus Christ has a robe to cover him. This 
poor sinner who has leprous sores from the crown of the head, to the 
sole  of  the  foot  –  there’s  no  soundness  in  him,  “but  wounds,  and 
bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound 
up,  neither  mollified  with  ointment”  –  then  Jesus  brings  near  His 
precious  blood,  and cleanses  the soul.  This  poor  soul  is  empty;  but 
Christ is full. This poor soul is ignorant; but Christ is His wisdom. In 
other words, friends, everything he needs is in Christ. What Boaz said 
to Ruth is so true: “I will do to thee all that thou requirest.” That is what 
the heavenly Boaz says to poor, coming sinners. That’s what He says to 
you needy ones: “I will do to thee all that thou requirest.”

“Let not conscience make you linger,
Nor of fitness fondly dream;

  All the fitness He requireth
Is to feel your need of Him,

This He gives you,
      ’Tis the Spirit’s rising beam.”

J. Hart

And so these sweet tidings, these gospel tidings, this trumpet sound; 
there is no uncertain sound in it. It draws the sinner.
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“What a divine harmonious sound
The gospel-trumpet gives;

  No music can with it compare;
The soul that knows it lives.”

W. Gadsby

“Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall walk, O 
LORD,  in  the  light  of  thy  countenance.”  Do  you  know that  joyful 
sound? Does it ring in your heart, tonight – glad tidings for poor sinners 
such as you? “No man can come to Me, except the Father which hath 
sent Me draw him.” In other words, friends, our text commands you to 
put the crown where it belongs. There is no free will in it. It was not the 
will of man. It was not your own will that made this great change – 
God did it. He did it unasked; unlooked for; unsought. He came into 
your  poor,  dark,  wretched,  unbelieving,  rebellious  heart,  and  He 
determined to set up His throne there. And He began to work, by His 
blessed Spirit, to accomplish what is in our text. This is the gospel; the 
only way God saves sinners. And I bless God for it. As your pastor, it is 
my only hope that God will work like this among us. There is no other 
way; there’s no other name and there is no other gospel than this that I 
am setting before you, this evening.

Now, our text goes on. “And I will raise him up at the last day.” 
Three times, in this chapter, the Lord Jesus Christ refers to this raising 
up at the last day. What does He mean? What is the last day? Well, 
friends, let us be very clear what the last day is. It is that last day of 
time; that  day when this  world will come to its end. ‘Oh,’ you say, 
‘there’s no need for that. We can just get this climate change sorted out, 
as some are trying to do, and we can avert a catastrophe on this earth. 
Science is growing so fast, and men’s intellect moving on; there won’t 
be a last day. This is foolish talk. We don’t need to think like that now!’ 
That is how many people do think, who reject the Word of God. They 
were the same in Noah’s day;  they laughed and scorned Noah; they 
ridiculed him as he built  that  ark on dry land.  Rain had never been 
known in Noah’s day. But on he went with his work: “moved with fear, 
prepared an ark to the saving of his house.” And friend, if you have the 
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grace of God in your heart, you will be moved with fear, and you will 
be preparing an ark to the saving of your soul, in the same gracious 
sense that Noah was. You will be concerned about that great matter that 
God should work “in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure.” 
You will. There is a last day when this world will come to its end. And 
friends,  I  begin  to  think  it  is  much  nearer  now than  we  ever  have 
thought. It is not for us to put a time on it, but the signs of the last times 
are increasingly with us.

Now, what is the last day? It is when the last gospel note will have 
been sounded, and the last one in our text will have been brought and 
drawn. And all that the gospel was ever determined and was designed 
to accomplish, will have been accomplished. That last sinner will have 
been born again by the Spirit and brought to Christ – then will come the 
end. The end of what? – this dispensation of time. Christ will “appear 
the second time without sin unto salvation.”  The Church triumphant 
will finally be united with the Church militant. The Church triumphant 
are those who have gone before. Some who have sat in the very seats 
you  are  sitting  in  tonight;  some  whom we  knew and  loved  for  the 
Truth’s sake, and many more in generations past, have now gone to 
glory. They are among “the spirits of just men made perfect.” They are 
singing those glorious anthems: “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain.” 
They are adoring a precious Christ;  Father,  Son and Holy Ghost,  in 
those glorious realms of bliss. 

But there is a Church on earth; and the bodies of those who have 
gone before are left on the earth as well.  Their dust has returned to the 
dust. Is that the end of the matter? No. We are told that when our Lord 
will  return  again,  two  things  will  happen  concerning  His  Church. 
Firstly, He will bring again those who sleep in Jesus. Their bodies will 
be raised from the earth and be reunited with their soul. But it will be 
an incorruptible body; it will be an immortal body; it will be a body fit 
for eternal happiness; eternal bliss. O, what a blessed body it will be! 
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“Made like Him, like Him we rise;
  Ours the cross, the grave, the skies!”

C. Wesley

That is the prospect.

And  secondly,  those who “are alive  and remain”,  of God’s dear 
people, “shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the  Lord  in  the  air.”  Their  bodies  will  be  changed,  as  Elijah’s  was 
changed  when  he  went  to  glory,  and  Enoch’s  as  well  –  two  who 
prefigured  this  glorious  event.  So,  you  see,  not  only  is  the  soul 
redeemed, but the body, too. That is why, when the dear Saviour came 
into this earth, He took a soul and a body – the complete manhood. He 
has redeemed the soul with His precious blood, and He has redeemed 
the body, as well. That is a vital truth. The bodies of the dear saints of 
God are redeemed dust. And though they are sown in dishonour, they 
will be raised in honour. Though they are sown in corruption, they will 
be raised in incorruption; to the honour and glory of God, their Saviour. 
“I  will  raise  him up at  the  last  day.”  Now, go to  1 Corinthians  15, 
where these things are spoken of more extensively.  There the apostle 
goes right to the heart of the matter when he challenges those who say 
that Christ is not risen from the dead. He said: “If Christ be not raised, 
your  faith  is  vain;  ye  are  yet  in  your  sins.”  “We  are  found  false 
witnesses.” “If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all 
men most  miserable.” He then goes on to prove that “now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. For 
since by man  came death, by Man  came also the resurrection of the 
dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they 
that are Christ’s at His coming. Then cometh the end,” – ‘this day’, you 
see.

I want just to mention another way of looking at this, as we draw to 
a close, this evening.  “If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are 
yet in your sins.” Friends, if He be not raised in your heart, the hope of 
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glory, if there be not in your heart this new nature I have been speaking 
of, and this drawing, “ye are yet in your sins.” And though you might 
not think it, you “are of all men most miserable.” You have a sentence 
of death hanging over you.  And if  God does not intervene with the 
power of our text, sinner, you have a lost eternity to face. Remember 
that. You may not think so. You say: ‘That is not popular doctrine; we 
don’t believe such things today. Psychiatrists and psychologists tell us 
you should not even think about such things’ – ‘it’s damaging to the 
human mind, they say.’  Well,  they are false leaders;  they are “blind 
leaders of the blind.” The Word of God tells us most clearly: if Christ is 
not raised in your  heart  – “the hope of glory” – then a lost  eternity 
awaits you. We must lay these things before you, friends. And though 
our text so clearly says: “No man can come to Me, except the Father 
which hath sent Me draw him,” let me remind you, most solemnly, this 
evening,  that  that  Word there  is  set  before  you  as  the  only way of 
salvation; the drawing power of the Father. 

May it be your concern, and mine, this evening hour, to be found 
among that blessed number for whom Christ was sent, for whom He 
died, for whom He rose again, for whom He intercedes, and for whom 
He will come again in that last day. May it be a matter of urgent inquiry 
in our heart; earnest inquiry:

“Am I His, or am I not?”
J. Newton

May we not look on this  text indifferently,  as if  it’s  a matter  of no 
importance whether we’re inside it or not. To be inside it, dear friends, 
is  eternal  happiness:  to  be  outside  of  it  is  eternal  misery.  And,  oh! 
friends, may it be seen, in that great day, that this little congregation is 
among that gathered number; that chosen number; that elect number; 
that number given by the Father to the Son to redeem. For not an hoof 
of them shall be left behind. What a mercy! “They shall come.” But, 
oh!  may  we  not  be  among  those  of  whom the  Saviour  said:  “Two 
women shall be grinding at the mill;  the one shall be taken, and the 
other left.” Think of it – one taken, another left. None can quarrel with 
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God’s dealings; they are sovereign. For those things are written there 
for your warning and mine: to examine ourselves, whether we be in the 
faith, or not.

Amen.
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