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Text:   “But  this  Man,  because  He  continueth  ever,  hath  an  
unchangeable priesthood.  Wherefore He is able also to save them to  
the uttermost  that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth  to 
make intercession for them.” Hebrews 7, verses 24 & 25

God’s  servant  Job,  hundreds  and hundreds  of  years  before  Paul 
wrote the Epistle to the Hebrews, as inspired by the Holy Ghost, asked 
a  question.  I  wonder  if  you  have  ever  asked  the  question  that  Job 
asked? “O that One might plead for a man with God, as a man pleadeth 
for his neighbour!” What did Job want? What did Job need? And, why 
did he need it? Friends, he wanted an Advocate; an High Priest; One to 
stand between. Why did he need it? Because Job knew that God was a 
holy, holy, holy God, and he, in his fallen state, a poor, unrighteous, 
unholy, ungodly man. And though, by grace, he was a child of God, 
that grace showed him that he must have an Advocate. Did Job find 
whom that Man was to be, whom he desired? Yes, because later on, in 
the same book that bears his name, we find Job saying this: “I know 
that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon 
the earth: And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my 
flesh shall I see God: Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall 
behold, and not another; though my reins be consumed within me.” In 
that second quotation from Job, he has the answer to his plea –  He saw. 
Who did he see? The One in our text who would come – the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, of whom our text speaks.

Now, friends. If Job needed a Priest, you need one and I need one. 
Do you know that? You know in some court cases, (even one that has 
been in  the news recently)  we hear  of  people conducting  their  own 
defence. Let me be very clear. No man – no sinful man, that is – has 
ever successfully conducted his own defence in the court of God. And 
if you think you can, sinner, you are solemnly deceived. I repeat, no 
man –  no sinful man –  can ever successfully conduct his own defence 
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in the court of heaven. If you are to be saved, you need what is called 
an Advocate, or, as our chapter speaks: “an High Priest” – One who 
stands between; One who takes the cause in hand of the one who has to 
plead; the One who is before the Judge, and pleads his cause; pleads his 
case.

Now, there are some good advocates and some bad ones. And even 
the best of advocates sometimes fail, for one reason or another. But the 
Advocate in our text has never yet failed in any case that He’s taken in 
hand. Oh, this is welcome news to poor sinners, tonight, isn’t it? You 
may have a very black case to put in His hand. You may have a very 
vile case;  a vile heart;  a sorely tempted heart.  You may have a bad 
history; a black history, and your present condition may be no better. 
And you can’t promise anything better about the future, either. But, oh! 
this is the very case for this Advocate to deal with. Good John – who 
was the “other disciple” that ran with Peter, of whom we read in the 
Gospel that bears his name – do you know how it was that he outran 
Peter?  Why did he outrun  Peter,  do you  think?  You say:  ‘Well,  he 
could run faster.’ I think, dear friends, the real reason was this: Yes, he 
could run faster than Peter, because Peter was lame, wasn’t he? Peter 
was  hobbling  along.  ‘Peter,  why  are  you  lagging  behind?’  Oh,  the 
memory of that sin, when he denied his Lord with oaths and curses! I 
say,  dear  friends,  that  will  make  you  hobble;  that  will  make  you 
stumble,  sometimes; that  will bring you to a stand. No wonder John 
outran Peter.

But John was no stranger to conviction, was he? You read in his 
Epistle: “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves.” “My 
little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not.” That is the 
standard. But then, praise God for the next words: “And if any man 
sin,” – boy or girl, young man; young woman; old person – whatever 
your  age  –  “if  any  man  sin”  –  if  he  is  brought  to  that  place  to 
acknowledge, in the sight of God, he is a sinner – “if any man sin, we 
have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father.”  Who  has  an  Advocate?  That 
coming sinner. And what is His name? Who is it that is standing on his 
behalf? “Jesus Christ the righteous.” Then John adds something else: 
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“And He is the propitiation for our sins.” Now, those of us who stand in 
pulpits should be careful what words we use; in more than one way. 
Too often we assume that our hearers understand what we are saying. I 
expect there are several words that I may use, as your pastor, that some 
of you younger ones wish I would explain. Well, if you think there are, 
you tell me. Let me, with God’s help, explain the word ‘propitiation.’ 
The word “propitiation” has this meaning: that God has a solemn anger 
– a  righteous  anger  –  against  sin.  He has a  just  displeasure;  a  holy 
hatred of it.  And that  holy hatred,  and that  just  anger,  and that  just 
displeasure  that  God  has  against  sin  has  been  dealt  with,  for  these 
coming  sinners,  by  the  sufferings  of  the  Saviour.  He endured  that 
wrath. He  made propitiation.  He quenched the anger. I was going to 
say, He drowned it – I say that reverently. But His precious blood, His 
sufferings and His sorrows so satisfied a justly angry God, that, by the 
time they were all over, there wasn’t one thought of anger, displeasure 
or hatred of sin left in the mind of God the Father toward His Church. 
They  were  faultless;  blemish-free,  for  Jesus’  sake.  But  friends, 
remember – He has borne the anger.

“Vengeance, when the Saviour died,
Quitted the believer;

  Justice cried, “I’m satisfied,
Now, henceforth, for ever.”

J. Hart

Now, in our text, Paul speaks about this wonderful Advocate. And 
all I want to do this evening, with God’s help, is to bring before you 
what our text has to say about Him. I do hope that He may prove to you 
tonight – poor, guilty sinner – that He is a suitable Advocate for your 
guilt, and your sin, and your need.

First of all, Paul said: “This Man.” Now, bless God He is God. Oh, 
we should thank Him for that! Bless His holy name – He is truly God. 
Therein lies His success as the Advocate. But, dear friends, He is also 
Man, and, in His holy humanity, He has suffered. And one of the things 
He suffered was being tempted. Not that he had an evil heart, like you 
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and  I,  to  tempt  Him.  No.  His  holy  heart  was  pure.  There  was  no 
temptation there to allure, seduce or entice Him. All the temptations the 
Saviour  endured  came  from without.  And you  can  be  sure  that  the 
enemy of souls; he who hates the Son of God so vehemently – that is 
Satan – didn’t spare one arrow of temptation in his fight against the 
Saviour. In His holy humanity, we read He “suffered being tempted.” 
And because He did, “He is able to succour them that are tempted.” So 
when we come, by God’s grace, to this Man in our text, we come to 
One who understands. He understands because:

“He knows what sore temptations mean,
For He has felt the same.”

I. Watts

He also understands, because in His holy Person, He bore the weight of 
the guilt  of  fallen,  tempted sinners, whom He was given to redeem. 
Friends,  He  knows  what  the  sinner  needs.  If  I  may  say  it  most 
reverently,  here  is  an  experienced  Advocate.  I’ll  repeat  that:  an 
experienced Advocate. One who knows; One who took the very room, 
and the place, and the stead of poor sinners; put Himself right in their 
prison cell; right under their curse; right under their condemnation, that 
they might go free. “This Man.” “A merciful and faithful High priest.” 
We read of Him as a “great High Priest” – there is His Godhead. We 
read of Him as a “merciful…High Priest” – there is His humanity. Of 
course, both those things may be included either way in His glorious 
Person.  But  – “this  Man” – this  holy Man;  this  harmless  Man;  this 
undefiled Man; this separate Man; this Man now on the throne of God, 
“This  Man,  because  He  continueth  ever,  hath  an  unchangeable 
priesthood.”

Now, my next  point  is:  His continuing.  In this  chapter  Paul has 
been speaking about the Old Testament priests. They were not suffered 
to continue, because death took them away. And even while they were 
continuing as priests, they only did certain rotas. For example, in Luke 
chapter  1,  you  find  Zacharias  fulfilling  his  course.  When  he  had 
finished, he went back home, and someone else took his place. And so 
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it was with the Old Testament priests; their priesthood was temporary. 
Even the high priest, Aaron himself, was replaced by Eleazar, his son, 
and  so  on.  By  the  time  the  Saviour  came  there  was  a  man  called 
Caiaphas as high priest. Death had taken all of them away. 

But,  dear  friends,  though this  dear  Man died,  as  I  told  you  this 
morning;  though He lay down His lovely life  – that  didn’t  end His 
priesthood. I was going to say,  it  began it.  You will  understand me 
aright, if I say that, because that was the moment He entered into the 
holy place with His own blood, that  was the moment when the Old 
Testament dispensation finished, once and for all. This Man continueth 
ever; for ever. He is risen again, and yes, He did intercede for all those 
Old Testament saints. They rested, by faith, on the coming High Priest. 
And now, at the right hand of the Father, nothing in heaven, earth or 
hell  will  cause  Him  to  change  this  blessed  priesthood.  Not  all  the 
weight of the sins of coming sinners; not all the guilt of poor, devil-
dragged sinners; not all the history of backsliding (and there is plenty 
of that) in professing believers – none of that will cause Him to change 
His mind or alter His priesthood. And you who have tasted that He is 
gracious in this; you who may be greatly tempted tonight to think He is 
weary of your knocking, and weary of your pleading His name – that 
thought doesn’t come from Him, it comes from the devil, the father of 
lies. The Lord never wearies of His people coming. He never wearies 
of them knocking at mercy’s door. His door is always open. It is open 
tonight, poor, coming sinner. His blood is there to speak, and His name 
is  there  to  plead,  and  His  love  is  there  to  prove  this  unchangeable 
priesthood.

But then, this word ‘priesthood.’ A priest had to offer something. 
What had the priest to offer? He had to offer a sacrifice – first for his 
own sins, and then for the people’s. That was because those high priests 
I mentioned, like Aaron and Eleazar, were sinful men. But, you see, 
this  High Priest  had  no  sins  of  His  own to  confess.  He needed  no 
sacrifice for Himself. The blood that He shed was not for Himself. The 
life He laid down was not for Himself.  The agonies that He endured 
were not for Himself. They were all for others. 
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“Himself for others’ sake He gave.”
T. Kelly

What love! His whole life, from beginning to end, was love to poor 
sinners. Every breath of it;  every action of it  was all  for others;  for 
others’ sakes. But friends, He had blood to shed, and it was shed for 
poor sinners. He took that shed blood into the highest court of heaven 
to  plead on behalf,  and to  lay before His  Father  on behalf,  of  poor 
sinners. That’s what Joseph Irons meant in that beautiful hymn:

“What voice is that which speaks for me
In heaven’s high court for good,

  And from the curse has set me free?
’Tis Jesus’ precious blood.”

J. Irons

What a voice to speak! It does not speak for vengeance,  it  does not 
speak  for  anger.  No.  It  speaks  peace.  When Abel  was  slain  by  his 
brother Cain, that blood cried out from the earth. God said it did. It was 
crying for vengeance. But the blood of the dear Lamb of God, as that 
was spilt, shed, (and no doubt it fell unto the ground beneath the cross – 
we  mustn’t  be  fanciful,  but  it  must  have  done)  did  it  cry  out  for 
vengeance? Did it cry out for revenge? No. it speaks peace.

 “Blood has a voice to pierce the skies:
 “Revenge!” the blood of Abel cries;
  But the dear stream, when Christ was slain,
  Speaks peace as loud from every vein.”

I. Watts 

Friends, bless God for the blood of Christ that “cleanseth us from all 
sin.” Not just some sin; not just big sins; little sins – “all sin.” As I have 
so often told you, John, again in his Epistle says: “If we walk in the 
light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.” What the light 
reveals, the blood cleanses. And the more the light reveals, the more 
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you will prove the blood cleanses. The light may be very penetrating in 
your life, tonight. It may have unravelled some corners you never knew 
were  there;  ransacked  some  hidden  sins  and  brought  them to  light. 
What  are  you  to  do?  What  the  light  reveals,  the  blood  cleanses. 
However far back it goes in your life, sinner. It may have unravelled 
sins of your earliest days. What the light reveals, the blood cleanses. 
Have you proved it? Oh, this blessed High Priest; this dear Jesus!

Now, what else are we to learn about Him? “Wherefore,” we are 
told, “He is able.” We will pause there a moment, because the Word of 
God has much to say about His ability. We read: “He is able to succour 
them that are tempted.” We read: “He is able even to subdue all things 
unto Himself.” We read: He “is able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think.” But now we have: “He is able also to save.” 
Another string on that blessed bow that He carries in His hand: “able 
also to save.” “Able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto 
God by Him.” Now, Aaron could not save; Eleazar  could not save; 
Caiaphas certainly could not; nor Annas. But Jesus does. His name is 
Saviour. “He shall save His people from their sins” – the Word of God 
says  so.  You  and  I  have  got  names,  and  they  all  have  a  different 
meaning.  Usually  names have a  good meaning.  But if  you  compare 
your life with the meaning of your name, you will find you come pretty 
far short of it, if it has a good meaning. But, you look at the name of 
Jesus. What does it mean? “He shall save His people from their sins.” 
He has fulfilled that name.

“How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer’s ear!

  It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear.”

J. Newton

The name of Jesus – an able, willing Saviour. You say: ‘Will He save 
me from my sins? That is my difficulty.  I know He is able;  I don’t 
doubt that the Word says so. There are blessed proofs in God’s holy 
Word that it is true; I know it to be true. But, is He willing to save me? 
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That’s  my  question;  that’s  my  problem;  that’s  my  difficulty,  this 
evening hour. Is it for me? Is it my sins He is willing to deal with?’ 
Well, let me say three things about that, dear friends. The first thing is 
this.  You point to one Scripture where a guilty sinner,  feelingly so, 
came to  the  Saviour  with a  need;  with a  case,  and He turned them 
away. Can you find one? There isn’t one. You ask the dying thief about 
it. You ask the woman of Samaria about it. You ask David about it; 
Jacob about it; Peter about it; Saul of Tarsus about it. They would all 
say – listen to what Paul did say about it – “This  is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners;  of whom I am chief.”  As if  Paul would say:  ‘He was 
willing to save me, and I’m the vilest sinner that was ever on the face 
of this earth! And if me, why not you?’ That’s what he was saying.

Again, look at it like this, dear friend. The very name of Jesus is 
attractive to those who feel their sins. If you feel a sweet attraction in 
your soul, this evening hour, to Jesus, because His name  is that very 
name – you say: ‘Lord, Thou art the very thing I need. Thou art just the 
Saviour I need; just the High Priest I need; just the Advocate I need’ – 
then you are welcome. You are welcome to the Throne of Grace; the 
Word of God says so. The hymnwriter puts it in poetic language:

“The vilest sinner out of hell,
  Who lives to feel his need,
  Is welcome to a Throne of Grace,
  The Saviour’s blood to plead.”

W. Gadsby

Oh, poor sinner, you are welcome! And though the devil might stand at 
your right hand to resist you, like he did with poor Joshua as we read in 
the prophesy of Zechariah; and unbelief might hold you back, like it did 
poor Thomas – I know that – but friends, sinners are welcome.

“Sinners are freely welcome still
To Christ, the sinner’s Friend.”

W. Gadsby
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Oh, to be able to come just as a sinner! We want to bring something 
with us, don’t  we? We want to bring with us a changed life;  a soft 
heart. We want to bring with us sin that is already conquered. It’s just 
as if you are saying that, should you be ill, you would wait until you 
were better before you went to the doctor. What a foolish person! You 
go when you’re ill; you go when you’re sick; you don’t wait till you’re 
better, then go and ask the doctor about it. You go when you need the 
remedy – that’s when you go. So, dear sinner, poor sinner, that’s the 
time to come. 

You read Isaiah chapter 1. He describes the malady, the complaint. 
If you met this man in the street, you would think he had a complaint, 
as  well:  “From the  soul  of  the foot  even unto  the  head  there  is  no 
soundness in it” – hands, arms, legs, face – “but wounds, and bruises, 
and  putrifying  sores:  they  have  not  been  closed,  neither  bound  up, 
neither mollified with ointment.” A mass of wretchedness: and that’s 
the coming sinner. What does the Lord say to him? ‘Wait until those 
sores are better.’?  No! ‘Wait  until  those wounds have healed.’?  No! 
‘Wait until your face looks more presentable.’? No! He doesn’t say that 
at all. “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”  That’s what He says to that 
poor, guilty sinner. “Come now.” Oh, bless God for this word – “Come 
now.” “Able also to save them to the uttermost.”

And  then,  one  further  thing  about  this  coming  sinner  and  the 
willingness  of  the  Saviour  to  save  him.  Remember  this  –  His  very 
coming is the work of God. You may not feel it; you dare not lay claim 
to it, and yet it is so. For none come, except the Father draw. And will 
the dear Son turn away one who the Father has drawn? Of course He 
will not. “He is able also to save them to the uttermost.” That’s a big 
word,  ‘uttermost’  isn’t  it? What does it  mean? It  means  the furthest 
extent possible. You know we have that expression is Psalm 103: “As 
far  as  the  east  is  from  the  west,  so far  hath  He  removed  our 
transgressions from us.” Why didn’t  the psalmist  say:  ‘as far  as the 
north  is  from  the  south’?  You  could  measure  that.  Geologists  and 
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geographers have measured it.  It  is an exact distance from the north 
pole to the south pole. But you can’t tell,  from the east to the west, 
where it begins and where it ends. And so, dear friends, that’s why that 
expression is used – it is an infinite distance. It is immeasurable. That’s 
what the word ‘uttermost’ means. It is that man who is at the ends of 
the earth; that one who is devil-dragged; that one who is that leper, full 
of leprosy. He is that one who others have given up, given up trying to 
advise and counsel. He has been given over. He is so rebellious, but 
now he is taught to mourn over his sins. These are such ones who have 
trodden underfoot the law of God, but now they are made to grieve 
over it. They have no helper; no one who understands their case. “The 
uttermost.” Oh, dear friends, bless God for this word ‘uttermost.’

It  also  has  in  it  this.  Length.  Uttermost  length.  There  is  an 
everlasting Saviour here,  with an everlasting salvation.  Why is  that? 
You ask Jeremiah about it – he’ll tell you. “The LORD hath appeared 
of old” (margin reading: “from afar.”) How far? From the uttermost. 
“unto  me,  saying,  Yea,  I  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlasting  love: 
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.” You see, friends, the 
very coming is lovingkindness. It shows the willing heart of God to that 
coming sinner. “With lovingkindness have I drawn thee.” 

 “Come just as thou art, with thy woe,
   Fall down at the feet of the Lamb,

He will not, He cannot say, Go,
But surely will take out thy stain.
A fountain is opened for sin,
And thousands its virtues have proved;
He’ll take thee, and plunge thee therein.

  And wash thee from filth in His blood.”
W. Gadsby

“Able  also  to  save  to  the  uttermost.”  This  salvation  is  not  just 
forgiveness; it is more than that. It is the power of sin He conquers. I 
think that might be the grief with many of you here, this evening. It’s 
not just the guilt, it’s that love of sinning that’s deep rooted, isn’t it? 
You sometimes sing:
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“Take away the love of sinning.”
C. Wesley

What  will  take  it  away?  Your  vows  and  resolutions?  Your 
determination? No. Oh! blessed be God, this uttermost Saviour can – 
He  can  conquer  sin.  “Where  sin  abounded,  grace  did  much  more 
abound.”  Yes,  He changed a cursing,  lying  Peter  into a  preacher  of 
righteousness. He turned a blaspheming Saul of Tarsus into a faithful 
witness of Jesus Christ.  He turned Mary Magdalene – whose tongue 
must have told so many lies when she was possessed with seven devils 
– into that one who wept at the sepulchre of the Saviour and who would 
not leave it until she had found Him who her “soul loveth”. I tell you, 
dear friends, this dear Saviour has a wonderful ability to control sin; to 
crush it; to quell it; to subdue it. And only He can do it. 

Now. “He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto 
God  by Him.” He is the door. Some of you older ones knew my late 
grandfather, Herbert Dawson. He used to stand in this pulpit when he 
was  younger.  When  I  was  a  young  boy,  about  seven  or  eight,  I 
remember he used to  quote in  the pulpit  at  Bethersden a very short 
verse of a poem:

“Jesus is the Door,
   And the sides are, two.
   Inside, outside,
   And which side are you?”

I’ve never forgotten it. Jesus is the Door; the only Door. There is no 
other Door, but Christ. There are two sides to that Door – an inside and 
an  outside.  Now, dear  friends,  has  grace  put  you  inside?  Or,  put  it 
another way: has grace given you a desire to be inside that Door? Are 
you like that manslayer in the book of Numbers? He had to run to the 
city of refuge. The gates of that city must always be open – never shut, 
day or night. But he had to run for his life. If the one pursuing him for 
vengeance caught him outside the gate, he could be lawfully slain. But 
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once inside that  gate,  he couldn’t  be touched.  That’s  what  the good 
hymnwriter said in the hymn that we occasionally sing:

“This Refuge for sinners His love did ordain,
  In Jesus the Lamb, from eternity slain;
  And if God the Spirit reveal this to you,
  Take refuge in Jesus, though hell should pursue.

  The soul that shall enter in safety shall dwell;
  There’s no peradventure of sinking to hell;
  The oath of Jehovah secures him from fear,
  Nor shall the avenger of blood enter there.”

J. Kent 

Oh,  friends!  to  be  inside  is  so  vital,  isn’t  it?  On  the  night  of  the 
Passover, the children of Israel had to be inside that blood-sprinkled 
door.  They  were  not  to  stand  out  in  the  street,  gazing  at  what  the 
destroying angel was doing. No room for curiosity – and nor is there 
with your soul, either. These things are too solemn for curiosity. It’s 
salvation you need! You need to be within the door; within the gate. Do 
I  hear one of you say:  ‘Draw me.  Oh, “draw me,  we will  run after 
Thee,” oh, Lord! Open to this poor sinner. Receive me as a coming 
sinner.’? And we read here: “that come unto God by Him.”

“For all that come to God by Him,
Salvation He demands;

  Points to their names upon His breast,
And spreads His wounded hands.

A.M. Toplady

“That come unto God by Him.”

But, are you coming  by Him? Or are some of you trying to come 
some other way; by some other door? Are you trying to come under 
your denominational name, or under your parental ancestry, or by your 
good works? That won’t do. No. The only way to come is by Him.
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 “Seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.” The hands 
of Jesus Christ were never idle while He was in His holy humanity. 
They were always labouring to this end – to weave out that  blessed 
obedience  that  His  Father  had  commanded  Him,  as  His  Servant,  to 
provide for the Church. Now, is He idle now He is on His throne? No. 
He is just as active, although in a different way. Now He pleads the 
merits of His blood; the merits of His righteousness. “He ever liveth” – 
day and night, summer and winter – “to make intercession for them.” 
And that means, dear friends, wherever you may be this coming week – 
at home or abroad; on the land, on the sea, in the air; on your own, or in 
company  –  if  such  a  need  should  rise  up  in  your  heart  for  this 
Advocate, there is nothing whatsoever in the Word of God that hinders 
you, with God’s help, with the Spirit’s help, to lay your case at that 
Advocate’s  feet.  Many  a  prayer  has  gone  up  in  Chippenham High 
Street,  I  can tell  you.  You ask some dear,  godly parents  here about 
some of the prayers that have gone up behind a kitchen sink, or behind 
an office desk. You dear children at school, perhaps – a prayer has gone 
up. What a mercy! Whenever, wherever these coming sinners need the 
Saviour,  He is always there. He is never absent when they need Him. 
No. 

“He ever liveth to make intercession for them.” What does He do 
when  He  intercedes?  He  presents  the  merits  of  His  blood,  His 
righteousness,  His  name  and  His  love  on  behalf  of  these  coming 
sinners. And God the Father looks down on that intercession, and He is 
pleased, well pleased with it. You know, when Noah came out of the 
ark, there was a lot for him to do.  He had to rebuild his house; he had 
to replant his vineyards and his olive yards – there was a host of things 
to do. But the first thing he did was make a sacrifice. He put God first, 
didn’t he? We read: “And the LORD smelled a sweet savour.” A type of 
Christ. Now, dear friend, God the Father smelled a sweet savour when 
His dear Son cried, “It is finished.” It was acceptable to Him. It was an 
acceptable sacrifice on behalf of sinners, and it is acceptable now.
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“This is the name the Father loves
  To hear His children plead;
 And all such pleading He approves,

And blesses them indeed.
S. Medley

‘Oh,’ you say, ‘but I’m such an unholy one. My life has been so 
harmful. I’m so defiled. I have been so much in love with sin. I am so 
earth-bound.’ See how the High Priest is described – He is just what 
you need – He is “holy,” He is “harmless,” He is “undefiled,” He is 
“separate  from sinners,”  He  is  “higher  than  the  heavens.”  In  other 
words,  dear  friends,  He  exactly  matches  your  need,  doesn’t  He? 
Exactly. He is a suitable Saviour, just designed for a guilty sinner like 
you; just ordained for a guilty sinner like you. May God give you the 
grace to put this matter to the test – your hard case, tonight; your bad 
history; your poor, weak, weary, sinning, sinful heart; and prove Him to 
be what He says He is: an able, willing Saviour. One said:

“Lo! glad I come; and Thou, blest Lamb,
  Shalt take me to Thee as I am;
  Nothing but sin I Thee can give;
  Nothing but love shall I receive.”

J. Cennick

Two last thoughts, and I’ll leave it. Firstly, you know when we go 
from this time state into eternity, the believer goes just the same way – 
He goes to God by the Saviour. That is the Door. The Door which he so 
often knocked at – often went through by faith – he passes through, in 
blessed reality, at last. He’s not a stranger to that Door, nor a stranger to 
Him to whom He comes. As one good man said: ‘If a beggar knocked 
at my door every day and asked for alms, I might get a bit wearied with 
him. But, if I met him in the street, I couldn’t say that I didn’t know 
him, could I? I do know him; I have heard his knock.’ That’s just what 
the  Lord  will  say when these  beggars  leave  this  time-state,  as  dear 
Lazarus did, and went to the bosom of Abraham, as the Word of God 
speaks of heaven. His knock was known; recognized.  ‘I know him.’ 
Does the Lord know your knock? Does He?
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Then I’ll go back to where I was this morning. I thought of our dear 
friend Winnie Hart. As she went from time into eternity, I believe the 
Lord gave me that comfort, this morning, concerning her. This is how 
she went:

“Our great High Priest, before the throne
  Presents the merits of His blood;
  For our acceptance pleads His own,
  And proves our cause completely good.

J. Swain

That’s the way to live, and that’s the way to die, and that’s the way 
to praise God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost, through 
all eternity.

 Amen
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