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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day evening, 24
th

 August, 2008 

 

Text:  “But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and 

hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them.” 2 

Timothy 3, verse 14 

 

 While the Apostle Paul was sitting in his prison cell in Rome –

evidently awaiting the martyrdom that was ordained for him – it came 

into his heart, by the Holy Ghost (and none other), that he should write 

to his son in the faith, Timothy. When we use the term ‘son in the faith’ 

we mean that it pleased God, through the ministry of the Apostle Paul, 

to call Timothy by grace. He was a child of God, primarily, but he was 

one of those souls given for Paul’s hire, that God had promised when 

He sent forth His servant to preach the everlasting gospel of the grace 

of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. And, I may say, as a pastor, that 

there is nothing more precious than to have one or two sons and 

daughters in the faith that you can look on, and believe that through a 

poor ministry, God has been pleased to quicken them by His 

everlasting grace. It is a great privilege. As we look on those sons and 

daughters in the faith, we desire to be able to say of them, as John did 

of his: “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in 

truth.” Paul had this confidence concerning Timothy. The Holy Ghost, 

in His title and blessed office as the Comforter, guided Paul’s pen to 

write comforting and encouraging words to Timothy. 

 

There were many things at this time to cast Timothy down. First of 

all, there was the imminence of Paul’s departure. This one who had 

been so mightily used of God in his experience and with whom he had 

served in the ministry; this one whom, no doubt, he had often referred 

to in times of trouble and trial, and asked for help in the fear of God (as 

God has often been pleased to give companions in tribulation); this one 

the Lord was about to remove. The crown of righteousness that awaited 

Paul was soon to be placed on his head. But Timothy was to be left 

behind for a season. One of our hymnwriters puts it like this: 
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“He’s gone in endless bliss to dwell, 

      And I am left below, 

       To struggle with the powers of hell, 

      Till Jesus bids me go.” 

 W. Gadsby. 

 

One of the things Paul was encouraging Timothy in was that his 

security, his safety and his continuing did not depend on Paul being on 

the face of this earth. No, Paul was not his saviour; Paul was, in the 

Lord’s hand, only an instrument. And although the Lord would take 

Paul home, the Lord Himself would remain. That is why we sometimes 

sing: 

 
“He never takes away our all – 

         Himself He gives us still.” 

 J. Swain 

 

The last verse of the hymn you just sung was a solemn verse to sing, 

wasn’t it? I do hope you prayerfully trembled as you sung it: 

 
“My gracious God, take what Thou please, 

       But teach me to resign.” 

T. Greene 

 

That is to submit; to believe  

 
“That what He does is ever best.” 

B. Beddome 

 

Timothy had to walk this path, for there was some long season 

between Paul’s departure and Timothy’s. But he proved that Paul’s 

God remained, as Elisha did when Elijah was taken, and as Joshua did 

when Moses was taken. But, nonetheless, it was with some foreboding 

that this dear son in the faith viewed the hour when he would no longer 

have dear Paul to commune with in the Church here below.  
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 Timothy was evidently cast down because he was a weak man. He 

was not weak in the faith, but he was a timid man and no doubt his faith 

was greatly tried. But speaking more of his physical condition, it is 

evident that he suffered from some stomach disorder. Paul even advised 

him as to what medicine he should take – “A little wine for thy 

stomach’s sake” – which we hope was beneficial to him, if indeed it 

was ordained of God that he should use that means. The point I want to 

make is this: here was a man who struggled in his earthly body; a man 

who struggled in the continuing of the day by day affairs of life. Where 

others seemed to mange well and seemed to find it easy to get up and 

go about their daily duty, Timothy was one who had to pray his way 

along and this often cast him down. Often, no doubt, the enemy of 

souls suggested that perhaps it would be better if he wasn’t a minister, 

or wasn’t in the way God had put him, or wasn’t even in the way of 

faith, because it might be easier for him. 

 

 Again, this young man was cast down, we believe, on this account. 

The day in which he lived was a day when evil men and seducers were 

waxing worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. The latter days 

were beginning to dawn. The seeds of it were in that generation 

already. Timothy was not unaware of the spirit of antichrist that was 

rising up and troubling the Churches, even in his day. And, no doubt 

with some foreboding, he thought: ‘Will I endure to the end? Will I 

make shipwreck of faith? Will I get safely home?’ This must have 

troubled and tried him.  

 

 But there was something else which may have been a point of great 

exercise with Timothy, and perhaps it is with some of you here tonight; 

perhaps, in some of those things I have already mentioned, you can 

empathize with dear Timothy. Timothy was among those – and there 

are many of them; there are many here tonight – who was evidently 

brought up in a godly home. His mother especially, and his 

grandmother, were two gracious people, well taught in the Scriptures. 

Grace is not hereditary; it is not passed down from father or mother to 

child and onwards. Grace is the free gift of God, sovereignly given by 

the Holy Ghost. Nonetheless, here was a man brought up in the things 
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of God. It may well have tried Timothy when he compared his call by 

grace with Paul’s. Paul could go to the very spot and remember the 

very day, the hour, and the stupendous way in which he was arrested by 

the words of the Saviour from the skies. What a remarkable experience 

Paul had in his conversion! Perhaps Timothy thought: ‘If only mine 

was as clear as that, but mine was much more gradual.’ Maybe the 

devil was saying: ‘Perhaps it isn’t so real, then. You are not quite like 

the Apostle Paul, Timothy. There is something wrong.’ Many of us had 

the privilege of a godly home and we thank God for that. But is it a trial 

sometimes, when you think: ‘Now, have we just imbibed these things? 

Have we just (as it were) absorbed them into our lives and become 

religious because we were brought up religiously? Or has there been a 

vital change wrought by the Holy Ghost?’ And no doubt this exercised 

Timothy; to know – was the work begun? Did God begin it? For 

Timothy well knew that if God had not begun the work, then it would 

not be carried on.  

 

 Then there was one more thing which troubled Timothy; that was 

that those who had professed the faith had fallen from it. Some of them 

had apparently been very stalwart. You think, in the history of God’s 

holy Word, of men like King Saul, of whom we read that when he was 

little in his own sight he did well. We read of Ahithophel, who held 

sweet counsel with David when they went to the House of God. 

Demus, in this very chapter, ministered with Paul and had gone along 

with him in his apostolic journeys, but had now departed “having loved 

this present world.” And Judas himself, who solemnly was an apostle 

and a preacher, who wrought miracles, no doubt, in the service of 

Christ, yet proved to be a reprobate. Timothy knew about these 

characters. He would have sung our hymn, had he been aware of it: 

 
“When any turn from Zion’s way, 

      (Alas, what numbers do!) 

       Methinks I hear my Saviour say, 

      “Wilt thou forsake Me too?” 

 J. Newton 
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And Timothy looked into his poor timid heart, his tried heart, and he 

knew his own failings and faults. He knew his own weakness, he knew 

what he was without grace, and sometimes he was greatly tried as to 

whether he had somehow mistaken the way. If you go to the equator, 

the dawn is very quick; within a few moments the sun rises above the 

horizon. Dusk is the other way round; the sun very quickly sets. It is to 

do with the latitude. If you go further north to our latitude there can be 

a very gradual rising of the sun. The light cracks over the horizon but it 

can be an hour before the sun appears; and the sunset is much longer, as 

well. God is a sovereign. It may have been over some years that the 

light gradually dawned in your heart; or it might have been a sudden 

thing, as it was with Saul of Tarsus. But it is the same light, it comes 

from the same God and it has the same effect. “Continue thou.”  

 

Secondly, if God told Timothy to “continue,” one thing was very 

certain – God would give him the grace so to do. God has never yet 

given a command in His holy Word, but what He has not got the grace 

to go with it. That is a wonderful thought. Under the covenant of 

works, of course, there was no grace given to help sinners to obey it. 

Only curses and threats followed failing sinners where they were falling 

short. But, in the gospel – bless God for the gospel – if the Lord 

commands repentance, (and He does) He has the grace of repentance to 

give. Does He command faith? He does. Friends, He has the grace of 

faith to give. Does He command obedience? He has the grace of 

obedience to give. Does He command the grace of continuing? Oh, you 

feel so weak! You say: ‘I can’t continue. I am so short of faith, and I’m 

so weak in my hope. My love is like a flickering flame. My enemies are 

so great! “Continue thou,” says your God. ‘How is it to be, then, Lord?’ 

Here it is: “My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made 

perfect in weakness.” That is how you will continue. Paul himself 

thought he could not continue with a thorn in the flesh. He told the 

Lord so. Really he was saying: ‘Lord, unless Thou dost remove that 

thorn in the flesh, I cannot go on.’ Remember, Paul “was a man subject 

to like passions as we are.” Perhaps his old nature said: ‘I am not going 

to go on.’ But he did go on. He went on with the thorn, as well. How 
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did he go on? “He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for My 

strength is made perfect in weakness.” 

 

Thirdly, if God says to Timothy, through Paul: “Continue thou,” it 

means that nothing will hinder him reaching the final conclusion of his 

way; he will get to the end of it safely and securely. Despite the 

apostasy of others, his own weakness in his body, the trial of his faith, 

the loneliness of the path, and all that might be against him, he’ll still 

get safely to the end. 

 
“Surrounded with sorrows, temptations, and cares, 

     This truth with delight we survey, 

      And sing, as we pass through this valley of tears, 

     The righteous shall hold on his way.” 

 H. Fowler 

 

Not because they deserve it; not because they are more skilful than 

others; not because they are so ingenious in outwitting the enemy – 

none of that. Then why do they endure? Because of this: “Fear thou 

not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will 

strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the 

right hand of My righteousness.” So, friends, the Word of God to 

tempted believing souls here tonight is: “Continue thou.” 

 

  What was he to particularly continue in? He was to continue, ‘in the 

things which he had learned and had been assured of, knowing of 

whom he had learned them.’ Who did he learn them from? We are told, 

for example, he had a godly mother, Eunice, and a godly grandmother, 

Lois. He also had the Apostle Paul as his father in the faith. Is that what 

Paul meant? I think not. True, they were the instruments. God mightily 

used his godly upbringing and the ministry of Paul. But, friends, that is 

not enough to learn savingly. No. We must learn of God. We read in 

the holy Word of God: They shall all “be taught of the Lord”; all of 

them, from the least to the greatest. And, every believer here tonight, is 

a believer because they have been taught of the Lord. Yes – the Lord 

may have used other means as He did in Timothy’s case, but the origin 
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of that teaching was from the Lord. Oh, do seek teaching from the 

Lord! Listen to what the Apostle Paul himself said, writing to the 

Church at Galatia: “But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which 

was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, 

neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” And you 

know the well-known words of the Lord to Peter that I often refer you 

to: “Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not 

revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in heaven.” That little 

hymn we sometimes sing – it is a very blessed hymn, isn’t it? 

 
      “Spirit of truth, come down, 

        Reveal the things of God; 

          O make to us salvation known, 

        And witness with the blood.” 

C. Wesley 

 

They are the things you are to continue in: “which thou hast learned and 

hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them.” 

 

 I want, this evening, to dwell on some of the things which Timothy 

had learned. What had he learned, by the teaching of the Holy Ghost?  

 

The first thing Timothy learned was this, that, in the sight of God, 

in his natural state, he was a fallen sinner. You say: ‘Isn’t that 

something which is learned out of the Word of God, because it tells us 

it is so?’ Indeed it tells you that. But, friends, unless the Holy Ghost 

opens your eyes to see what it really means to be a sinner, you will not 

tremble under it. You will be very casual about it. You will go on with 

your life as if it is something that can be easily managed. But, if the 

Holy Ghost opens your eyes to the fact that you are a sinner, then you 

will tremble under the revelation. You will. You will realise you have a 

holy God to deal with; to give an account to. And the law is demanding 

of you perfection which you cannot give; and payment which you 

cannot give. And, lacking the payment and lacking the perfection, there 

is only one thing for you, unless sovereign grace intervenes. What is 

that thing? Eternal misery; to die a debtor to the law is to die eternally 
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lost. Remember that. All of God’s dear people have had that debt to the 

law wiped out by the blood of the cross; cancelled by the dying cry of 

Jesus, “It is finished.” But, oh! to die still in debt to God’s holy law is 

to die eternally in debt. All the sufferings of a lost eternity won’t blot 

out one sin, or cancel one mite of that claim against you, sinner. 

Remember that. There is only one payment that will be accepted in the 

highest court of heaven, and that is the blood of Jesus. Nothing else will 

do. And Timothy was taught this, that in himself he was a sinner. He 

knew what Joseph Hart penned years later: 

 
   “A sinner [that is the feeling sinner] is a sacred thing; 

       The Holy Ghost has made him so.” 

J. Hart 

 

Not made him to sin – of course not; the Holy Ghost would never do 

that. But He made him to feel his sin; He made him feel what it is to be 

a sinner; He made him cry for mercy; He made him flee to the cross. 

 

  Secondly, he learned this. Not only while under the holy law of 

God he was a lost, ruined, undone sinner, but he learned that in his 

flesh there dwelt no good thing. Although the Word of God commands 

faith and repentance, and hope and love, in those who are to be saved, 

he found he had not got that faith, nor that hope, nor that repentance, 

nor that love which the gospel commands. He ransacked his soul from 

corner to corner, and the Holy Ghost did it too, and he came to this 

solemn conclusion – (like Paul did when he wrote to the Church at 

Rome): “I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good 

thing.” Have you been taught that? That will remove pride from you. 

You will have nothing to boast of, whatsoever, when you are taught 

that. “But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast 

been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them.” 

 

  Thirdly, Timothy had learnt this. The hymnwriter expresses it 

beautifully, doesn’t he? 
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       There’s not a man that’s born of God, 

       But readily will say, 

       “If ever my poor soul be saved, 

       ’Tis Christ must be the way.” 

D. Herbert. 

 

 “If ever.” They are shut up to one door of mercy, one avenue of hope, 

one ray of hope; it is found in that one word: “Jesus.” Timothy learned 

this. Timothy knew what Paul wrote to him in the previous epistle. 

“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.” Have 

you learned that? Have you learned what it is to be an uttermost sinner 

needing an uttermost Saviour? Have you learned what it is to be among 

those who our Lord speaks of? “I came not to call the righteous, but 

sinners to repentance.” 

 

Again, Timothy had learnt this, (I am well persuaded of it): that the 

name of Jesus, and the blood of Jesus, and the righteousness of Jesus, 

and the love of Jesus, and the mercy of Jesus were a wonderful antidote 

to his need as a sinner. He could never have gone forth as a preacher 

had he not tasted that God is gracious in that. He had to speak of things 

he had tasted, handled and felt. “But continue thou in the things which 

thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast 

learned them.” You say: ‘But I am not called to be a minister.’ You 

may well not be; but, have you some things you have learned, like 

Timothy did? Are they the anchor to your soul? Do you know what 

David meant when he said: “Remember the word unto Thy servant, 

upon which Thou hast caused me to hope”? Have you got a word like 

that; a word that you go around this poor, dark world with, carrying it 

in your heart? ‘The Lord spoke that to me, and raised up in my heart, 

faith in Himself, in that word. It is my word. It is my promise, because 

God has given it me.’ “But continue thou in the things which thou hast 

learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned 

them.” Dear friend, what promise is it that God gave to you, that raised 

up hope in your heart? What was it that caused you to anchor in Christ? 

You remember it, don’t you? Continue in it. “But continue thou in the 
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things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of 

whom thou hast learned them.” 

 

  Timothy, as he read this epistle, noticed that Paul put ‘learning’ and 

‘assuring.’ These are two distinct things. I just make this comment; you 

may learn something, but until you have proved it, you are not assured 

of it. Until you walk in it; until you can write ‘tried and proved’ by it, 

then you are not assured of it. Timothy was like that, even in this sense. 

He had been brought up (as I said) in a godly home. His mother and 

grandmother read the Scriptures to him from his earliest days. He knew 

the way of salvation in his head. But it wasn’t until the Holy Ghost 

made it spirit and life to his soul, and he walked in it, that he was 

assured of it. It is a wonderful thing to seek assurance. It is something 

that we do not speak much of in our Churches. Perhaps we should 

speak more of it. We do not want a false assurance, we do not want that 

assurance which is of the flesh, but we should covet that “full assurance 

of faith.” The Word of God speaks of it. Paul speaks of it, writing in the 

Hebrews. It is a wonderful thing to have those things in your life that 

God has fully assured you of. You might not have many things that you 

can speak of, as being fully assured of. But there are one or two things 

you are firmly and fully persuaded of: God said it; God did it; God 

revealed it. Some of us have got one or two things like that in our little 

life, and were it not for those things, we would be sinking lower and 

lower; but they are like an anchor. There are one or two things we are 

sure that we know God did it. We know He said it, because of the effect 

it had. But then other things get in and these evidences of God’s mercy 

get beclouded; sin rises up, and the devil comes in and puts a question 

mark over everything. But, dear friends, the devil cannot undo the Holy 

Ghost’s teaching. Many years ago – I should think about sixty years 

ago – there was a man who came into a serious mental breakdown. In 

those days they had very strong measures to try and heal people who 

had got into that sad condition. He was a godly man; a man whom, like 

Timothy, had learned and been assured of the Truth. But the 

psychiatrist (not a godly man) who had his case in hand, said: ‘We are 

going to wipe all this religion out of your brain, because that is your 

trouble. The treatment we are going to give you is going to wipe your 
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religion out. You will have none left by the time you have finished, and 

you can start life with a clean sheet and not sink into this low state 

again.’ This greatly tried this godly man. It really put his religion to the 

test; if it was of the flesh, it would be wiped out. It would. But he knew 

if it was of God, it would come through. He had several of what they 

call ‘electric shock treatments;’ it was a very severe treatment (they 

don’t use such treatment these days). But, when he came through it, he 

found that there was that that remained. They couldn’t touch it. And so 

it is, friends. “Your life is hid with Christ in God.” No man or devil can 

touch it, child of God. “Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take 

thy crown.” Dear friends, there is something very encouraging in our 

text, tonight: 

 
“The righteous shall hold on his way.” 

H. Fowler 

 

And, although poor, dear Timothy was greatly tempted, and tried, and 

troubled – “Continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and 

hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them.” 

 

  I divert, now, to a different direction in my text. You must excuse 

this, but this is the way my thoughts are running this evening. 

Sometimes, in a path of providence, we need grace to continue, don’t 

we? We need to continue where God has put us. Sometimes you may 

be greatly tempted otherwise, but you must never, ever make any move 

in providence – in any direction – without God’s permission. The great 

point is to be where God will have you, and where God will provide for 

you, and where God will bless you with His presence. “Continue thou.” 

That does not mean there will not be changes in providence. Sometimes 

there will be. But, remember how it was with the prophet Elijah. It was 

very clear: “It came to pass after a while, that the brook dried up.” Not 

‘before’ the brook dried up – “after.” Then the word came, “Get thee to 

Zarephath.” Then it was very clear. He knew where he had got to go 

and he continued in the faith. He continued leaning on his God; the 

God of all grace. But remember, he didn’t move before the Lord. When 

the Lord bid him move, he moved. This is a wonderful example to us to 
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know when to stay and when to move. But, if you have got Moses’ 

promise: “And He said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give 

thee rest,” then, 

 
“Jesus Christ, your Father’s Son, 

        Bids you undismayed go on.” 

J. Cennick 

 

“Continue thou.” 

 

I think of Moses at the time when they needed water. They took up 

those stones to stone him to death. They were so angry with him. He 

cried to the Lord. But what was he to do? I quite think that if the Lord 

had said: ‘Moses, you go back to those few sheep in Horeb and resume 

that easy life, leading those sheep,’ he would have been really glad, in 

his natural man. Not in his spiritual man – his natural man. But the 

Lord didn’t say that, did He? He didn’t say: ‘Go back.’ He didn’t say: 

‘Give up this burden, Moses.’ He said: ‘Go on. But you are not on your 

own, Moses. Go on with the rod; that which you have already proved; 

that which you have been assured of, Moses. Go to the rock, and I will 

be there. That’s the point, Moses.’ He strikes the rock in Horeb, and the 

water gushes out, and the rebels drink of it. He was able to continue. 

Sometimes, some of us have been in places where it seemed to be 

impossible to continue. It seemed an absolute impossibility to go on. 

And yet, that is just what we did. Just like the children of Israel at the 

Red Sea; it seemed impossible for them to go on, didn’t it? Pharaoh 

was coming up behind to drag them back to Egypt; the wilderness on 

either side; the Red Sea before. Go on? It was the last thing they could 

do. “Speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward.” ‘But how, 

Lord?’ “But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, 

and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through 

the midst of the sea.” They went on. “He led them on safely, so that 

they feared not: but the sea overwhelmed their enemies.” “But continue 

thou” then, in the way God has ordained for you to walk. 
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 Again; continue in prayer. There are some things some of us have 

been praying about, and we are almost weary of our prayers. We seem 

to see no answers. We seem to see nothing (as it were) to break out of 

the place like that which Elijah was in. “There is nothing.” Is that how 

you are, tonight? Elijah sends his dear servant up the Mount: “Look 

toward the sea.” God had promised rain, but he comes back with the 

most disappointing, discouraging sign. “There is nothing.” What did 

Elijah do? Did he get up from his knees and give up praying? God 

forbid you should do so. Elijah didn’t. “Go again seven times,” he says 

to his servant. While his servant trudged up and down that mountain, (it 

was a weary journey for him) Elijah was praying; wrestling in prayer. 

“Continue thou.” Pray on, dear friend. Pray on, as God may help you, 

because: “they that sow in tears shall reap in joy.” “Go again seven 

times.” On the seventh time he came back with the tidings that a little 

cloud had arisen, like a man’s hand, out of the sea. Was that enough to 

continue on? Yes. ‘Go and tell Ahab the rain is coming.’ You may have 

a little cloud, like a man’s hand, to confirm you. Friend, you continue 

in it, because it is the promise of an “abundance of rain.” He who filled 

that little cloud – raised it up out of the Mediterranean Sea – can fill the 

sky with clouds; and He did so. “With God all things are possible.” 

“But continue thou” in prayer. Oh, friends, pray on! Your prayers may 

seem to hit the ceiling and come back to you, but pray on. 

 
     “Pray, if thou canst or canst not speak; 

        But pray with faith in Jesus’ name.” 

J. Hart 

 

 Lastly, my mind goes in two directions. First of all, I’ll take you to 

Psalm 42. It is a blessed Psalm, isn’t it? Some of us have walked in it. I 

like that eleventh verse: “Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why 

art thou disquieted within me?” In other words, here was one who felt 

they could not continue; could not go on. What did the Holy Ghost say, 

through David? “Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise Him, who is 

the health of my countenance, and my God.” Dear friends, some of us 

have proved that; “I shall yet praise Him.” “Continue thou.” 
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 And then, let us end our services today “looking unto Jesus.” Go to 

Hebrews 6 and 7. We read there of the great “High Priest,” our Lord 

Jesus Christ, “after the order of Melchisedec.” What is it He continues 

to do; never ceases to do? Interceding for His dear people. “But this 

Man, because He continueth ever…” – continueth; what doing? 

Interceding; spreading His wounded hands for His poor people here 

below – “because He continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. 

Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto 

God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.” In 

that word “uttermost” is this – all that seems to hinder you in your 

continuing, He can manage. He can deal with it; the mountain, the 

crook in the lot, the thorn in the flesh, the valley, the shut door, the 

brazen gate – He can deal with it. “He is able also to save them to the 

uttermost that come unto God by Him.” What a mercy He continues! 

We are so fitful, aren’t we? We are hot and cold in half and hour, and 

less. But He never fails. He never ceases to intercede. His very 

presence in heaven is the security of His dear people.  “But continue 

thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, 

knowing of whom thou hast learned them.” 

 

  So, dear friends, Timothy did continue. He went on till the end of 

the journey, and it was just the same with Timothy as it was with Paul 

at the end. “Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at 

that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love His 

appearing.” Perhaps you cannot say much about your hope tonight, but 

can you just creep in there, like a worm? You “love His appearing.” 

You love it in His Word; you love it in His house; you love it in His 

ordinances, some of you. Above all, you love it in your heart. Then, 

dear friends, you have got something to continue in, haven’t you? 

“They shall not be ashamed that wait for Me.”  

 

  May God add His blessing. 

 

Amen. 


