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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 12
th

 July 2009 

 

Text:  “But my God shall supply all your need according to His riches 

in glory by Christ Jesus. Now unto God and our Father be glory for 

ever and ever. Amen.” Philippians 4, verses 19 & 20 

 

 We have before us, this morning, a well-worn text; a well-worn 

promise. But friends, we would be thankful, well-worn though it is, it is 

most certainly not worn-out, and its truths are as precious today as they 

were to the Philippians as Paul wrote to them in the first instance under 

the inspiration of God the Holy Ghost. 

 

There are four things I want to bring before you this morning, as the 

Lord may help me. First of all that expression: “my God.” In a sense, 

this is the door into the promise. Secondly: “your need.” There is a 

vast, vast subject. Then there is an even vaster subject: “His riches.” 

Then a surprising point at the end, that is on my spirit to mention this 

morning; a word we do not often use in our preaching here. It is often 

misconstrued (I will explain it in due course): „our duty.‟ By that word 

„duty‟ I am not implying for one moment that there is something we 

can do in and of our own strength. But, nonetheless, something we 

ought to be engaged in, if indeed we prove our God to supply our need 

“according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” And that thing we 

ought to be engaged in is praise. There is not much praise around, dear 

friends. There is a lot of grumbling and murmuring and complaining, 

but very little praise. It would be a mercy if the fruit of our poor 

attempts to preach the precious things of Christ this morning had that 

end in our heart and our life – just a little note of thanksgiving to our 

covenant God. So: “my God”, “your need”, “His riches” and „our duty.‟ 

 

Now, the Church at Philippi was a very favoured Church. Of the 

Church at Philippi, it could be said of all of its members, this: “He 

which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of 
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Jesus Christ.” Remember, that was not Paul‟s opinion of the Church. It 

was what the Holy Ghost inspired him to write concerning the Church. 

And that being so, we can be well assured that, at that time, the Church 

at Philippi was all „wheat‟ and no „tares.‟ Mind you, they were yet in 

the flesh. We know that, because Euodias and Syntyche were 

quarrelling. They were still in the flesh. They were not perfect in and of 

themselves. But, nonetheless, in their midst, in each member, according 

to the testimony of the Holy Ghost, a good work had begun. I wonder if 

that could be said about the Church at Old Baptist Chapel. I wonder! 

You say: „Well, if someone has been baptized, and sits around the 

Lord‟s Table, does that not mean a good work has been begun?‟ 

Friends, we must be very careful. Not everyone whose name is on a 

Church roll is in the Lamb‟s book of life. This is very searching, and a 

point we must pause on, just for a moment. No outward ordinance can 

make a believer. No outward ordinance can create that which only the 

Holy Ghost can create. Friends, I say it again – the only thing that 

creates a believer, is a good work begun within by the Holy Ghost. 

 

But, leaving aside Church membership for a moment, because I 

believe there are living souls who are not on the Church roll at 

Chippenham – I believe that assuredly. God, looking on this 

congregation this morning, knows them that are His. He knows His 

own Church roll, in that mystical sense. Are you on it, do you feel? 

Have you any testimony that you are on it? You must not rest on your 

Pastor‟s opinion of you, because he may be grievously mistaken. 

Samuel was. Even the apostles were, in the New Testament. What 

witness have you got from the Beginner of the good work (the Holy 

Ghost) that He has begun a good work in your heart? Can you speak of 

the new birth? Can you speak of that great change that only grace can 

bring – light, where there was darkness; life, where there was death? 

Friends, can you speak of that great change? How an appetite for the 

Word was created in your heart? How you were taught to pray: “God 

be merciful to me a sinner”? Or how you were taught to flee to the 

wounds of Jesus? And, though you cannot perhaps speak of a full 

assurance of faith, as others may be able to, yet you do believe (if not 
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dreadfully deceived) that the Holy Ghost has raised up in your heart a 

hope in Jesus. Can you speak of these things, and does your life testify 

of them? Did it change your friends? Did it change your spirit? Did it 

change your attitude? Did it change the way you were as a husband, or 

as a wife; as a brother, a sister, a son or a daughter; an employer, or 

employee; as a friend? Did they see the difference? Did they note the 

difference? Did they see in you what was seen by Peter and John, as 

recorded in the Acts of the Apostles: “They took knowledge of them, 

that they had been with Jesus”? Friends, “by their fruits ye shall know 

them.” I ask you again – what witness have you got that you are in the 

Lamb‟s book of life? Paul said, in this very chapter, “whose names are 

in the book of life.” We cannot see the book of life – that is in heaven 

above. But we can see the marks that belong to those who are in the 

book of life. I had not thought to speak like that this morning, at all, but 

there may be a purpose. We are dealing with solemn things here. We 

have a most precious promise before us. But it is for those in the 

covenant of grace. You have just been singing of a covenant. [921]. We 

will come to that now. 

 

There are two covenants that we have spoken of in the Word of 

God. There are several actually, but the two major ones are what we 

call the covenant of works, and the covenant of grace. The covenant of 

works does have promises appended to it, but on this condition – 

obedience. „Do,‟ it says, „and then you will live.‟ Then you can enjoy 

the promises appended to it. But only, only if that condition is fulfilled. 

If that condition is not fulfilled, there are threatenings and judgments 

appended to it. Solemn warnings – “the soul that sinneth, it shall die.” 

Do remember that. Now, in our natural state, you and I were born in 

that covenant; under that covenant. And God requires of us, as sons and 

daughters of Adam, our first parent, absolute obedience; absolute 

submission to His holy law which honours Him. And if only man 

would see it, is for the good of man. But we have fallen natures, corrupt 

natures, wayward natures, rebellious natures, proud natures, 

unbelieving natures. I was going to say, Christ-hating natures. The 

Word of God speaks of it – that we are enemies to God, by nature. That 
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is our natural man. So, friends, under that covenant I have spoken of 

already – the covenant of works – if we stand on that ground, no 

promise can come our way. Only judgment – and that a very solemn 

judgment – if we live and die in that covenant. No man will ever get to 

heaven on the covenant of works. Never. Talkative, in the Pilgrim‟s 

Progress, thought he could, and I think Ignorance thought he could, as 

well. But friends, there is no admittance through the Celestial City gate 

by that covenant. We have broken it. It curses us, it condemns us, 

rightly and justly because of our disobedience. 
 

Now, there is another covenant. Oh, we bless God for it! It is called 

the covenant of grace. It was made between three blessed Persons in 

heaven above, before time began – the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Ghost. God, knowing that man would fall in Adam, knew that all would 

be sinners who would be unable to fulfil the covenant of works. And 

yet, there were a number among that fallen race, yet to be born, upon 

whom God had fixed His everlasting love. He was determined not to 

lose one of those. He ordained, in the covenant of grace, One who 

would fulfil all the conditions necessary, so that the promises would 

surely come to that vast number. Friends, the covenant of grace, in one 

sense, is unconditional. That is to the sinner. It comes unasked for, 

unlooked for, unpaid for and unmerited. It is something decreed, by 

God, in everlasting love, with which to bless that sinner with. On the 

other hand, we must never forget that the conditions of it were very 

costly. God, who is “Holy, holy, holy,” whose justice is infinite and 

whose power is immense, yea, omnipotent, would not let one iota of 

His justice be compromised, even in the covenant of grace. And so that 

this fallen Church – which fell in Adam – could be redeemed according 

to God‟s justice, it needed this blessed Mediator – the dear Son of God 

– to take into union with His divine Person a complete human nature of 

both body and soul, in which to fulfil all the covenant conditions that 

were necessary. A perfect obedience and a perfect payment for those in 

that blessed covenant. And so He came – the covenant Head, to make a 

channel of mercy through which all the “exceeding great and precious 

promises” of the gospel would flow.  
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“Every grace and every favour 

      Comes to us through Jesus‟ blood.” 

J. Hart 

This promise comes through that precious blood. 

 

 So now we come to my four points: “my God,” “your need,” 

“His riches” and „our duty.‟ “My God.” Paul could say it because he 

had a blessed evidence he was in the covenant of grace. All of us here 

this morning, can say (or should say) of the God of whom I am 

speaking, that He is our Creator. Men can say what they will – deny it, 

ignore it, neglect it, revile, ridicule, scorn, write books against it – it 

will not alter the fact that there is one God in heaven. There is only 

room for one God in time and in eternity. He is our Creator, He gave us 

our body, He gave us our soul. We are accountable to Him in that Great 

Day of the return of the dear Son of God. Before this great God, all the 

fallen race of Adam, and the redeemed race, too, will gather. You will 

be there: I will be there. The Word of God says so most clearly, most 

absolutely. There will be no absentees there. We will all be gathered, 

either for judgment or mercy; eternal misery or eternal happiness. Oh! 

Do lay this to heart, sinner. Your very existence this morning is solemn.  

 

You already have within you something eternal, something that will 

last beyond your poor body which you are pampering and pleasing at 

the moment, living as if it will never die. It will!  And when it dies, you 

will not die, in the deepest sense. Your soul will “return unto God who 

gave it.” And there, what account will you have to give of the life you 

have lived in the body? Your thoughts, your words, your ways, your 

actions – what account will you give to that great God? Blessed be 

God, in the covenant I have been hinting at, that covenant of grace, 

there is One who will give an account for His dear people. He will 

present His blessed merits. He will present the merits of His precious 

blood and righteousness. He will present the worth of His finished 

work on behalf of that blessed company. And, found in Christ, they will 

be accepted in Christ. He is their Advocate, their High Priest. But, oh! 

Dear friends, unless we can say with Paul, “my God,” in the way he 
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meant it, it will not be so, and we will have no Advocate; no One to 

speak on our behalf in that solemn moment. 

 

So, why could Paul say: “my God.” You say: „It was easy for Paul 

to say it. He could take you to the very point where grace manifested its 

work – the Damascus Road. He would tell you of that voice from 

heaven, and how he was struck blind and led to the street called 

Straight, and Ananias eventually coming and laying his hands on him, 

saying, “Brother Saul, receive thy sight.” He could tell you all about the 

day of his conversion and all that went on. It was so clear with Paul.‟  

 

Well friends, if the Church at Philippi were gathered here this 

morning, there would be one man who would say: „Yes. I could take 

you to the spot.‟ The Philippian jailer. But there would be another, a 

woman, Lydia, whose call by grace was very different. The same grace, 

the same Spirit, the same blessed end to it, but it began much more 

gently: “Whose heart the Lord opened.” Sensitive, as it were; a gradual 

opening up to see her need as a sinner and her need of a Saviour. Some 

long time, one would think, Lydia was a seeking soul, before she 

became a finding one. But friends, those two dear members of the 

Church, the jailer and Lydia, sat around the Lord‟s Table together. And 

they sat in union, they sat in communion. They were bought with the 

same blood, they were loved with the same love, they were quickened 

by the same grace. They could say: “my God.” Friends, it is a 

wonderful mercy to be able to say that. Can we say it then, first of all, 

of the Spirit? 

 

We begin there, because He is the One who begins the good work. 

Have you any evidence that the Holy Ghost has brought life into your 

dead heart, light into your dark heart, brought grace instead of sin? Can 

you point out any work of that blessed Spirit? Any Word fastened “as a 

nail in a sure place” in your heart? Any prayer you have been taught? 

Any hope that has been raised up? Do you know anything of a leading 

of the Spirit in your life – the Holy Spirit? “My God.”  

 



7 

 

Can you say concerning the dear Saviour: “My God.” You say: „I 

wish I could say it more clearly than I do.‟ Some of us here perhaps can 

speak with greater assurance than others. But, you look on that dear 

Saviour. You see His precious blood, you see His perfect obedience 

and you see His ever prevalent intercession. You see He is so needful 

and so necessary. Your faith reaches out toward Him. You long to be 

able to say: „He is mine.‟  

 
“The witness that I am Thy child, 

      O Jesus, to me now impart; 

      The pleasing sensation will yield 

      Unspeakable joy to my heart.” 

R. Burnham 

 

Friends, in the purposes of God, that seeking soul belongs to Him. He 

taught him to pray, He taught him to seek, He gave him that exercise 

after Christ. He did. “My God.” Oh! To be able to say, by God‟s grace, 

of the dear Saviour: “He is mine.” But, look at it another way. Has 

anything come to you through the merits of Jesus; through His precious 

blood? Have you ever pleaded His name and His blood, and an answer 

has come to you for Jesus‟ sake? Then you have a witness that He is 

your God.  

 

And, what about the dear Father? 

 
“My God, my Father, blissful name! 

      O may I call Thee mine? 

       May I with sweet assurance claim 

      A portion so divine?” 

A. Steele 

 

Friends, it is your Father, my Father (if indeed we are in the family of 

God), who best knows our need. He knows it better than we do. “Your 

Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask Him.” 

“Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.” 

So Paul could say of a Triune God: “my God.”  
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Now dear friends, I know I have spoken, in one sense, on high 

ground this morning. But I intend to do so. I do not want you to come 

short. A general religion will not do. Just to look at this blessed promise 

and say: „Well, it seems very attractive. I think I will call it mine.‟ That 

will not do. Dear friends, can you come into the door of the promise – 

“my God”? If there is any doubt in your poor heart about it, then may 

God teach you to give Him no rest until you can say of this God: „He is 

mine, and I am His.‟ It is so vital. It is not enough to be a Strict Baptist, 

or to have godly parents, to have a religion of a name – that will not do. 

Is He your God, in the way that Paul could say it? That is the question. 

“But my God. 

 

 Now, we come to the second thing: “your need.” As I said just now, 

your heavenly Father knows, far better than anybody else, what your 

needs are. It may surprise you what needs He sees you have need of 

this morning. „Oh,‟ you say, „I know what I need. I need this mountain 

to be made a plain. I need this door opening. I need this crooked thing 

to be made straight. I need this rough thing to be made plain. I know 

well what I need. This heavy, lowering cloud – I want it removed. 

These difficulties in the way – I want them resolved. I know what my 

need is.‟ Dear friend, if God is your Father, (and God grant He may be, 

because if He is not – oh, how solemn the consequences!) He may 

leave those very things I have just hinted at in your way, (at least for a 

season), to teach you some deeper needs than you think you have. 

“Your need.” Your soul need – what about that? What about your soul 

need, this morning? Your need of a Quickener? Your need of faith? 

“Without faith it is impossible to please Him.” Your need of 

repentance?  A broken and a contrite heart? Without that, friends, all 

religion is worthless. Your need of love? “If any man love not the Lord 

Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maran-atha.” The Word of God says 

it. Your need of grace – more grace, and yet more grace? This is your 

need. Your need – we come closer. He is a Father – and if you are His 

child – your need of chastening? You say: „I never thought of it like 

that.‟ Well, reproofs and rebukes are in the way of life.” If you are in 

the way of life, you must expect them. If you are in the family of God, 
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there will be reproofs, and there will be rebukes. There will be things 

which God brings into your life which come with a sharp end to them, 

to remind you that you are a wandering sinner; you are a backsliding 

one. You put other things before your God. You have become an 

idolater. And He brings the rod, not unjustly, not unkindly. We, as 

parents, err in both ways, probably – sometimes too severe, sometimes 

not severe enough, because we are poor, finite creatures. But our God 

makes no mistake. 

 
“Just His judgments, fit His rod 

      To correct our folly.” 

 

J. Hart 

We sang, just now, in our first hymn: 

 
“The Lord has judgments for the proud, 

      And justice for the oppressed.” 

I. Watts 

 

Did you notice what you sang? Did anyone tremble as ye sang it? „Oh!‟ 

you say: „But I‟m among the oppressed. I‟m that burdened one this 

morning!‟ Why are you burdened? Is it not because there is pride in 

your heart? “Judgments for the proud.” Perhaps the Lord is sending His 

rod to bring that pride down, that rebellion down, that self-

righteousness down, that self seeking down. “Your need” of the rod. 

You say: „I don‟t like that side of our text.‟ Well, “whom the Lord 

loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son” – not some sons; not 

just, as it were, the most wayward of His sons – “every son whom He 

receiveth.” “Your need.” 

 

 But then, yes, I do know, some of you have – we all have – needs in 

providence. We have got needs in our body. We have got needs in our 

family. We have got needs in our Church. We have got needs in our 

business life and in our daily life. You have got a need for tomorrow – I 

know that, dear friends. And your Father knows it. He, who watched 

over Elijah at Cherith till that brook dried up – and God saw it dry up; 
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God ordained it should dry up – then sent him to Zarephath where the 

widow woman sustained him. You see, dear friends, your Father 

knoweth your providential need. He is not unaware of it. He knows just 

what you need, and He will supply it. It says here: “shall supply all 

your need.” Providence and grace, body and soul, time and eternity – 

“all your need.”  

 

 Well, what is your need, this morning? Does someone need an 

Advocate, this morning? A poor, guilty sinner; so vile, they feel 

unworthy to be here. „Lord, I need an Advocate.‟ His name is Jesus. 

The Friend of sinners – just the Advocate you need. Those of you who 

are in Peter‟s path: “if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold 

temptations.” Is that where you are, this morning? “Your need.” God 

knows it all. He knows your need of patience, strength, wisdom, 

humility and discernment. He knows if you have told Him, „Lord, I 

cannot go on in this path. It seems never-ending!‟ Friend, there is a 

limit to the troubles of God‟s people. “Ten days,” the Lord has said. 

Not nine – you cannot shorten it. Not eleven – the devil cannot 

lengthen it. As long as the trial lasts, as long as the fire burns, His grace 

will be sufficient for you, and His strength will be “made perfect in 

weakness.” So, what is your need this morning? I may not have 

mentioned it. It may be such a strange need, such a peculiar need that 

you hardly dare mention it to anybody else. But you are not prohibited 

from mentioning it to your God. “In every thing by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto 

God.” “Your need.” 

 

 Now, my third point. “His riches.” We have been hearing a lot 

about banks failing, the credit crunch, of people being put out of work 

(sadly), and of businesses failing, haven‟t we? This is all judgment, of 

course. These are the Lord‟s judgments upon a Godless nation and 

upon Godless nations. As we have sown, so we are reaping. We have 

“sown the wind” and are reaping “the whirlwind.” Let us be very clear 

about that. These things have not happened by chance. We hear none of 

our leaders (of whatever political persuasion) getting to the root of the 
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matter. They are all blaming each other, and this, that and the other. 

But, dear friends, the root of the matter is: “Righteousness exalteth a 

nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.” That is why we are where 

we are at the moment. If only someone in high places would say it! 

They would be laughed at, they would be scorned, they would be 

ridiculed, they would be jeered at and the media would hate them. But 

God would commend them. 

 

 But now we come to a bank that never fails, a resource that never 

dries up in the bleakest of times. In the deepest of winters, the most 

barren of harvests, this remains the same. “His riches in…Christ Jesus.” 

Oh! What are they? Friends, what can we say about Him? The name of 

Jesus – what a rich name that is! “He shall save His people from their 

sins.” “Emmanuel,…God with us.” The riches of His obedience. The 

riches of His precious blood that speaks peace today as loud as it ever 

did. The riches of His interceding breath. The riches of His “exceeding 

great and precious promises” – this precious promise here. The riches 

of His strength, of His wisdom, of His mercy, of His righteousness, of 

His compassion, of His ability, of His willingness, of His readiness. 

Oh, the riches in Christ Jesus! They are stored up in glory where the 

devil cannot steal them, where the world cannot corrupt them and 

where you cannot abuse them. Because friends, if you had too many at 

the wrong time, you would abuse them. That is why, little by little, God 

gives what we need, as we need it. He knows we have not got the 

wisdom to handle a surplus. So we have to live on that word: 

„sufficiency.‟ “Our sufficiency is of God.” It means you will always 

have enough. But, child of God, you will not have more than you need 

in grace. Remember that. And, if in providence, He has perhaps given 

you more than you expected, there is an obligation on you to use that 

surplus to God‟s honour and glory, and not hoard it up as if it were 

your idol. It is the worldling who prospers laying up; it is the Christian 

who prospers laying out. That is God‟s way of doing things, and so it 

should be His people‟s way, as well.  
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 So, what do you need, this morning? One good man said: 

 
“Whate‟er I need in Jesus dwells, 

          And there it dwells for me;” 

W. Gadsby 

and: 
“On such as cannot help themselves.” 

W. Gadsby 

 

Is that where you are, this morning? You have got no hope in self. You 

have „come to it.‟ Well, this is just the word for you. This word is for 

the poor, it is for the destitute, it is for that man who has no hope in 

himself. All human arms have failed, all human resources have come to 

an end, every door is shut but this one door – the door of mercy. “His 

riches in glory.” But it is “by Christ Jesus.” And friends, what is that 

door through which your blessings come? We do not want anything to 

come through any other door. We read concerning Israel: “I gave thee a 

king in Mine anger, and took him away in My wrath.” That wasn‟t a 

covenant blessing, was it? Overruled by God – yes: but it wasn‟t a 

covenant blessing to Israel. Beware of asking for what will not be a 

blessing to you. Get on your knees, dear friends, and ask for grace to 

ask aright. That thing you may be so determined to have this morning, 

say: „Lord, give it to me only if it is for Thine honour and for my soul‟s 

good.‟ And may you have the grace to say: „Do not give it to me if it is 

not for Thine honour and not for my soul‟s good.‟ Can you pray like 

that? Only as grace is given.  

 

But friends, I tell you, every feelingly needy soul here this morning, 

and needy in circumstance, this text has such a dimension to it that your 

need will be supplied in it. If you are given that precious grace that Paul 

had, and that faith to plead it, you will prove it. “O taste and see that the 

LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in Him.” “Your need” 

while you are living. “Your need” when you come down to die – you 

will have a great need then. It will not be to call a doctor with some 

new remedies, as it were, to prolong your poor life. No. When God‟s 

appointed moment comes, no physician or doctor will be able to do 
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anything about it. Your need will then be this: a precious Christ. To be 

clothed in His obedience, washed in His blood, sheltered beneath the 

Rock – that will be your need. It is your need now, as well, if you are a 

child of God. “Your need.” 

 

 Now, finally. We have spoken of “my God,” “your need” and “His 

riches”. They are in the covenant of grace. And your needs are ordained 

in the covenant of grace. But now: „our duty.‟ I use that word aright; 

don‟t mistake me. I have told you that if we are God‟s children, we do 

not live under the covenant of works. That is: „Do, and live.‟ The 

covenant of grace is: „Live.‟ Then the doing follows it. But, on the 

other hand, I think it is right to say that we often forget that praise is 

something which is essential in real religion. Just as our Lord said: 

“Men ought always to pray, and not to faint,” it is surely also true that a 

child of God ought also to praise. You say: „Well, I will praise Him 

when He has supplied my need.‟ I hope you will. You will only do that 

if God gives you the grace. Some of us know that. We have been 

blessed with the greatest of answers, and still our poor, wretched heart 

would not move, until God moved it.  

 

But friend, what about praising God while the need is yet 

unsupplied; while you are waiting for it; while you are watching His 

hand? „Well,‟ you say, „what can I praise Him for?‟ You can praise 

Him for this (if God give you the grace): that there is still a Throne of 

Grace, there is still an open ear, there is still a hand-out stretched to 

save a poor sinner. And, what is more, you look at the reason you have 

continued in this fiery trial for as long you have. How is it you have not 

sunk into despair altogether? How is it that mysterious life of faith has 

been maintained? Because the God of our text has maintained it. You 

never thought your trial would go on for as long as it has, did you? You 

thought it would be over long before this! But, no – it has gone on, and 

on, and on. You are a miracle, friends, to be continuing in it. So, you 

have every reason to thank God for continuing grace, though perhaps, 

as yet, you have not got the delivering grace you want. “Now unto God 

and our Father be glory for ever and ever.” Oh, what thanks there 
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should be for the covenant of grace! And what thanks there should be 

for the Mediator of that covenant, who has fulfilled all the obligations 

and conditions for those sinners contained in His blessed number! What 

thanks should be given to the dear Spirit who opens our eyes to see our 

need! He gives a right apprehension of it. How indebted we are to the 

Holy Ghost in this matter! “Now unto God and our Father be glory for 

ever and ever.” Friends, may we put the crown where it belongs, this 

morning. Some of you can raise your “Ebenezer.” You have had prayer 

heard and prayer answered. Yes, you have got much more land to be 

possessed – I know. And there are things that still trouble and try, 

perplex and tease – I know. But remember what the good man in the 

Old Testament said. “Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him.” 

 

 One final word. Paul was writing by the power of the Holy Ghost. 

The very last verse of the epistle sums up yours and my greatest need. 

“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.” I think it was 

Michael Faraday, (I may be mistaken) who, when Queen Victoria sent 

to him and asked what he would like in recognition for all he had done 

in the world of physics, (he was a very eminent physicist) I understand 

that he wrote back to her and said that all he needed was „more grace.‟ 

Of course, she could not give it. Only God can give more grace. 

Friends, that is what you and I need – more grace. And, remember this 

–do remember this – even if you remember nothing else about this 

rather rambling discourse this morning – He will never give glory 

without grace. Never. Hundreds of thousands of professing christians 

(with a small „c‟) are expecting glory without grace. „Oh! We have sat 

in the pews. We have been loyal to our denomination. We have been 

very regular in our giving. We have tried our best.‟ That is what they 

are resting on. Friends, I tell you again – I say it kindly as your Pastor, 

this morning – God will never give glory without grace. But, where He 

has given grace, He is honour-bound, covenant-bound, to give glory. 

So, your greatest need this morning, and mine as well, is: “the grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.” 

 Amen. 


