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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 26
th

 July 2009 

 

Text:  “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.” Genesis 6, 

verse 8 

 

 This is a very remarkable word. Remarkable, because at the time of 

Noah‟s birth and childhood, and then manhood, it seems that he was 

almost certainly, (certainly later on in his life) one of the only men who 

feared God on the face of this earth. When you think of the many 

hundreds of thousands of men, women and children there must have 

been, what a lonely, isolated man Noah must have been! So, it makes it 

all the more remarkable, that though he had every influence around him 

that was wordly, carnal, sinful and satanic – we may say in gospel 

terms: „anti-Christian‟ – yet here we find a bright, shining example of a 

believer. „How can this be?‟ we may ask. Why was Noah different 

from the rest of those around him? Why was Noah different, almost 

certainly, from brothers and sisters that were born into the same 

family? For it appears that his father Lamech had other children besides 

Noah. What made the difference in Noah? The answer is in our text. It 

is bound up in one word – the word „grace.‟ „Grace.‟ That is a word 

that you will find expounded more and more throughout Scripture. I 

believe this is the first time the word „grace‟ is used in the Word of 

God. But, how many, many more times it appears later on, especially 

when we come into the New Testament – and here we learn the deepest 

meaning of grace. Noah knew it. “For by grace are ye saved through 

faith;” – now we come to the point where Noah got his grace from – 

“and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any 

man should boast.” Noah possessed the greatest gift that God could 

ever give a sinner on the face of this earth – grace. 

 

Now, we each have loved ones. God gives us the gift of children, 

brothers, sisters, fathers, mothers, and various other relatives that we 

have in our families. What do we desire most for them? Is it wealth? Is 

it honour? Is it pleasure? What do we desire most for them? Friend, if 
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your heart is made right in the sight of God this morning, you will 

desire above all things – for yourself and for those who God may give 

you – grace. Why do I say that? Because God has joined something to 

grace, inseparably. Something the devil cannot destroy, the world 

cannot destroy, unbelief itself cannot destroy, and death will not 

destroy. That thing is glory. Psalm 84: “The LORD will give grace and 

glory.” And, wherever He is pleased to give grace, sooner or later, He 

will crown it with glory. Noah had to live many years on the face of 

this earth. He lived a life of faith and grace, long, long years before the 

Lord took him to glory. But throughout those long years, his call by 

grace and the work of grace, in the mind of God it was never in any 

doubt that Noah would one day join “the spirits of just men made 

perfect.” That is why, dear friends, my first point is that our greatest 

desire for our children, as well as for ourselves, should be grace. “The 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.” That is my desire for 

you as your pastor. I pray for you, in my poor way – the Lord knows – 

in your providences, in your sorrows, in your joys, in your difficulties, 

in your impossibilities. But friends, I desire above all things that you be 

possessors of grace. That is the greatest joy of any pastor – and it 

should be of any parent, too – to know that God has given grace.  

 

Now, I want to trace, for a moment, Noah‟s genealogy, because we 

are given it. It is a very instructive one, too. The first thing we notice is 

that, just like you and I, Noah sprang from Adam. Adam was the first 

man created on the face of this earth. God gave him a wife, Eve. And 

we know that first of all Cain was born. Then came Abel. But he, sadly, 

was slain. Then Seth came, and we find that God began to people the 

world with men and women. We know, from the dreadful and solemn 

events, (which we may refer to in a moment) that took place in the 

Garden of Eden, when Satan polluted the place with his presence and 

the consequential fall of man, that all who have descended from 

Adam‟s stock are sinners. David said, (and he was a most godly man; if 

ever there was a man that had grace, David did): “They go astray as 

soon as they be born, speaking lies.” That may seem strange. You see a 

little babe in the arms. It looks so innocent, doesn‟t it? It looks so pure. 

And it is a wonderful thing to see God‟s gift in that creation and in that 
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formation. But friends, each little babe, each member of a family, and 

each one here this morning, has a soul. Each one has inherited from 

Adam a fallen nature, an ungodly nature, an unholy nature and un-

Christ-like nature; one without the work of the Holy Ghost, one that is 

far happier in the broad road that leadeth to destruction than in the 

straight and narrow way that leadeth unto life eternal. Man‟s natural 

bent from the womb is downwards, sin is his element, the world is his 

home, and unless God change that by grace, hell will be his portion. 

How solemn! How vital is this word „grace‟ that we have before us this 

morning! How necessary for all of us to know what you have just been 

singing of in that precious hymn!  

 
“The vilest sinner out of hell, 

     Who lives to feel his need, 

      Is welcome to a Throne of Grace, 

     The Saviour‟s blood to plead.” 

W. Gadsby 

 

Now, we know that by the time Noah was born, the earth was filled 

with men and women. But, oh! The pollution, the sin! They had 

departed from God their Creator, in a form as bad and as wicked as the 

present world in which we are living in our own generation. But there 

were one or two blessed exceptions to the prevailing evil. One was 

Noah‟s great-grandfather, Enoch. It is said of two men in Scripture: 

they “walked with God.” One was Enoch, and the other was his great-

grandson, Noah. Of both of them it is said that they “walked with 

God.” When Enoch was born, he did not walk with God; we are told 

that. He only walked with God after he was given the son named 

Methuselah. Then, for three hundred years, he did walk with God. So, 

for sixty five of his years he walked with the world, he walked in 

unbelief, he walked in self-righteousness, he “walked according to the 

course of this world,” and was by nature a child of wrath, even as 

others. But, it seems that at the birth of Methuselah, not only was he 

given a son through his wife, but something more came at that time – a 

call by grace. Sometimes the Lord does use these experiences and these 

circumstances in the lives of people to bring about that great change. It 
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was so in Enoch‟s time. When God granted this son named Methuselah, 

from that time Enoch began to walk with God. What was it, we may 

ask, that God used to change this whole spirit in Enoch, so that he 

began to walk with God? Well, the name „Methuselah‟ was a God 

given name. You think of a name for your children. The godly among 

you – you pray about it, that God will give you wisdom in choosing a 

name. (Not that the name can give grace, of course it cannot. Only God 

gives grace.) But there can be a desire in a name that the grace 

expressed, perhaps in the name‟s meaning, may be imparted, in God‟s 

time, to the child. The point I want to make is that the name 

Methuselah means: „when he dies it will come.‟ What will come? The 

flood. For nine hundred and sixty nine years the Lord warned the earth 

that the flood was coming – almost a millennium. Years went on, 

generations passed. “Where is the promise of His coming?” they said. 

„We cannot see any flood!‟ They all doubted that the name Methuselah 

meant anything significant. But the very presence of Methuselah on the 

face of this earth was God‟s testimony that the year Methuselah died, 

the flood would come. God‟s judgment on an accursed world and on an 

ungodly earth.  

 

Then Methuselah has a son. He calls his name Lamech. We do not 

know what that name means; we do not need to know what it means. 

But it would appear that Lamech was also a God-fearing man. For 

when God gave him a son, he called his name Noah. I believe that was 

with divine appointment. It was not just that Lamech liked the name 

Noah, and thought it was a well-sounding name. I believe God gave to 

Lamech to understand that through this son – kindly given to him – a 

wonderful work was going to be wrought. It says: “he called his name 

Noah, saying, This same shall comfort us concerning our work and toil 

of our hands, because of the ground which the LORD hath cursed.” In 

what way was Noah going to be the one who would comfort? Friends, 

it was the one family through which God was going to preserve a seed 

on the face of this earth. Just that one little family – Noah, his wife, 

three sons and their three wives – eight human souls were going to be 

in an ark of gopher wood which Noah was to prepare, as we will notice 

in a moment, “moved with fear.” 
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We may trace our genealogy back, not just to Adam, but all of us 

here this morning are also descendents of Noah, because that was the 

only family that survived the flood, and who at God‟s command began 

once more to people the earth. So, friends, all of us here this morning, 

know at least two of our forebears – Adam and Noah. I see there a type. 

Adam, in a sense, is the type of the Fall; Noah is a type of Christ, in a 

very wonderful way. Blessed are the people here this morning who can 

honestly say before God: „Yes, we know painfully, we are descendents 

of Adam. We prove it daily, hourly. We mourn over it, we grieve over 

it, it is a sorrow to our heart. But, also, we humbly trust we have a 

relationship with the spiritual Noah – the great antitype of Noah, Christ 

Himself, that Ark of grace we sang of last Lord‟s Day evening.‟ 

 
“Thus my spirit longs to prove 

      Rest in Christ, the Ark of grace.” 

J. Newton 

 

Friends, have you got a relationship, not only with Adam, but also with 

the heavenly Noah? I wonder. God knows. He knows your heart, and 

He knows mine. What is it that determines the fact? What is it that 

establishes the fact? It is this word „grace.‟ „God‟s Riches,‟ (we are told 

in the gospel sense) „At Christ‟s Expense.‟ „Grace.‟ We will come back 

to that in a moment.  

 

So, Noah is born, and given this name. It seems that Lamech was 

also a man, who no doubt, did his parental duty. What is the duty of 

parents? Do you know what it is? It is to „bring their children up in the 

nurture and admonition of the Lord.‟ The subject of parenthood in our 

nation is much debated at this time. The government is interfering more 

and more with it, thinking it knows how to bring children up better than 

the Word of God. And the more the government interferes, the worse it 

is becoming. And so it will be. Friends, God has given us enough 

information in His holy Word on how to bring up children. It is all 

there. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” It 
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is all in this blessed Book. Those God-fearing parents here this morning 

will know it. To this blessed Book you must go for guidance to bring 

up your children. To the God of this Book you must go, in prayer, to 

seek grace to handle matters wisely in your family, and thus find good.  

 

It seemed that Lamech was not slow in instructing Noah. I think we 

can rightly infer that. What did Noah know of the Truth? He had not 

got the Bible. After all, we have only got to Genesis 6 – the very first 

book of the Word of God. He had not got much of the inspired Word of 

God, had he? What had Noah got? What could Lamech tell Noah 

about? He could, first of all, tell Noah that the world was created by 

God. In six days the Lord created it, and commanded the seventh to be 

a day of rest. Remember that. God has not annulled that commandment. 

“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.” That is as true in 2009, as 

it was in the seventh day of creation when God pronounced it. „But,‟ 

you say, „we remember the first day now.‟ Of course we do, and you 

know the reason why. The dear Saviour rose from the dead on the first 

day of the week. And He, the great antitype of Noah, had a right to 

change the day of rest from the seventh to the first, as He did by 

example and by His witness after His resurrection. But, the principle is 

the same. “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy” – separate, 

distinct from all other days, a day set apart for God, a day when we 

recognise that God is our Creator and we are His creatures; that we are 

accountable to Him, and one day our souls will return to Him. That is 

one of the reasons why the Sabbath day is given; to remind us of our 

eternal standing, that our soul is already on the brink of it, and we need 

to be prepared for it.  

 

No doubt Lamech would have told Noah of the sad and dreadful 

Fall that came about in the Garden of Eden, and of how our first 

parents, Adam and Eve, were banished from it on account of sin. Also, 

he would have told his son, Noah, that there was a ray of hope, even in 

that terrible disaster, in that God had promised One would come who 

eventually would bruise the serpent‟s head, and would be a Deliverer of 

the Church from the power of Satan. He had not yet come. He had not 

come in Noah‟s day, either. So, when the flood was threatened, and 
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judgment was about to be poured out, would God forgo His promise? 

Would God annul what He had promised Adam and Eve in the Garden 

of Eden? No, that is why Noah was preserved. Noah, when on the face 

of this earth, found favour with God to this end – that a seed might be 

preserved and that eventually, in God‟s time, generations later, this 

Word would be fulfilled: “But when the fulness of the time was come, 

God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to 

redeem them that were under the law.” And if Lamech was a wise 

father, (and we hope he was) he would have said: „Now, listen Noah. 

You are a sinner – a guilty one before God. And, “without shedding of 

blood is no remission.”‟ We know that Noah knew that, because when 

he came forth from the ark, the very first thing he did was build an altar 

and shed blood – a reminder of that vital principle of salvation, pointing 

to Calvary, pointing to the cross. So, we know what Noah was told by 

Lamech; I think we may rightly infer that. But, friends, it is one thing 

for parents to do their duty in telling children the things of God, the 

Word of God, the law of God, and of a precious Christ; but it is just as 

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 3: “I have planted, Apollos watered; but God 

gave the increase.” The success of godly upbringing depends on God 

Himself. Oh, how we need God to water our prayers, our tears, our 

instruction for the rising generation! God did that in Noah‟s case, and 

he was made a child of God, by grace. The one who recognised that 

judgment was about to fall, and who realised he needed a refuge and 

needed a Saviour. “Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.”  

 

So we have a reminder here, first of all, of the way in which God 

imparts truth. Of course, He can do it without godly parents. Many who 

have been brought into the Church of God did not have that privilege; 

God is able to do that. I do not think the mad Gadarene had godly 

parents; we do not know, but he certainly had gone a long way from 

them if he did have them. But, the grace of God reached that man‟s 

heart. Saul of Tarsus did not have godly parents – I am sure he didn‟t. 

They were devout Jews, no doubt, but they did not know Christ, nor did 

they love Him. But he was called by the same grace that Noah was 

called by. Oh, how vital is this word „grace!‟ “But Noah found grace in 

the eyes of the LORD.” The word „grace‟ also means „found favour.‟ 
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There is a beautiful prayer in Psalm 106. I wonder if it is your prayer? 

You dear aged saints among us this morning, you dear older ones who 

have been in the way a long while – I‟m sure you haven‟t given over 

praying this prayer, have you? “Remember me, O LORD, with the 

favour that thou bearest unto Thy people: O visit me with Thy 

salvation.” And then you read of a man like Noah, who found grace. 

„Lord, do not leave me out. Lord, we live under the shadow of death.‟ 

We do. The curse is on the earth now. Not the threat of a flood – God 

has promised He will never do that again. The repeating of the rainbow, 

from time to time, is a confirmation of that. But now God has decreed 

that the earth will be burned up, it will melt with fervent heat. That day 

is fast approaching. I think, if I may say – and I am not a prophet in the 

sense that some may claim to be; I hope I am God‟s servant – but it 

does seem to me that we are in the days of the pouring out of the 

seventh vial, which was the last of the vials of wrath in the book of The 

Revelation. So many things are happening around us, and the great 

anti-Christ is appearing more and more. I feel, friends, that we are very 

much in those days. But blessed be God, even in those days God will 

preserve to Himself a Church, a people. When He returns to the face of 

this earth there will be one or two, like Noah, who are in His favour. 

Will you be?  

 

How can we be in God‟s favour? Is there anything favourable in us 

by nature? Nothing whatsoever. We are poor, wretched, unworthy, 

fallen, falling sinners by nature; backsliding sinners. Paul did not 

exaggerate when he said: “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) 

dwelleth no good thing.” And Jeremiah said about his heart: “The heart 

is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked.” Jeremiah knew 

it, felt it and mourned over it. The hymnwriter said: 

 
“What was there in you that could merit esteem 

Or give the Creator delight?” 

G. Keith 

Nothing at all. 
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Then, how did Noah come by this grace? Friends, he came by it 

because God sovereignly gave it. Freely given. The free gift of God to a 

poor undeserving, unmeriting, unworthy sinner – grace. You say: 

„Well, if it is God‟s gift, where does that leave me?‟ Well, dear friends, 

if you have any concern about your never-dying soul, and if that 

concern is one sincerely wrought by the Holy Ghost, this is what you 

will be saying: „Lord, let that grace come to me.‟ You will not be 

sitting back in fatalism and saying: „Well, if it is not decreed for me, it 

never will be. I can just live my life as I like and take eternity as it 

comes.‟ That won‟t be your spirit. It certainly won‟t. It will be 

completely the opposite. „If grace is so free, so sovereignly given, may 

I not plead for it? May I not ask for it? May I not beg for it? May I not 

entreat for it? May I not, like the dear psalmist, say: “Remember me, O 

LORD, with the favour that Thou bearest unto Thy people?”‟ Oh! I do 

hope, dear friends, there are none here this morning sitting back in a 

fatalistic way, as if these things are really of minor importance. Your 

very soul is at stake! Your eternity is at stake! Heaven or hell is at 

stake! Your soul is too precious to be bartered with, to be trifled with. 

Noah felt that. 

 

We read in Hebrews 11 concerning this dear man, that he was 

“moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house.” “Moved 

with fear.” Not the fear of man. I guess there was plenty of that around, 

though, in Noah‟s day. If you are the only one standing for the Truth, 

the world will soon come at you. In the office, at school, or in your 

street. “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 

persecution.” The fear of man is a very strong principle. It is dragging 

hundreds, thousands, yea millions of sinners into hell in this very 

generation in which we are living. Peer pressure, living to social 

dictates, not wanting to be different – this is the deceit of Satan. It is 

one of the master powers he has in deluding souls. But Noah was 

moved with the fear of God. That made him an isolated man. It made 

him a marked man and, no doubt, it made him a persecuted man. But, 

friends, God who gave him the fear, gave him the grace that goes with 

it. “Kept by the power of God.” You say: „Was Noah, then, a perfect 

man? It says he was perfect.‟ Only perfect in the work of grace. Even 
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after he came out of the ark, after the flood, we know he fell into the sin 

of drunkenness. So, we know that, by nature, he was no different. He 

had heart conflicts, like you and I have. He had wrestlings with the old 

flesh, just like every child of God has. But, nonetheless, the main 

spring of his life was the fear of the Lord. Dear friends, we sometimes 

sing a hymn that ends up like this: 

 
“That to us be given the fear of the Lord.” 

J. Hart 

 

“Fear Him, ye saints, and you will then 

   Have nothing else to fear: 

  Make you His service your delight, 

   Your wants shall be His care.” 

N. Tate & N. Brady 

 

“Them that honour Me I will honour.” How did Noah honour the Lord? 

The first thing was, by that grace God had given him, he believed what 

had been said: the flood was coming. He believed judgment was on the 

doorstep. He believed it was imminent. In other words, he believed the 

testimony of God‟s Word. Are you a „Noah,‟ this morning? Do you 

believe what God‟s Word has to say? Do you believe that judgment is 

on the brink on this very earth? Do you believe the sword of divine 

vengeance is hanging over this earth, waiting for God to execute it? Do 

you believe that? Do you believe there is a Day of Judgment when your 

soul will be called hence to stand before this great God to give an 

account of the things done in your body? Do you believe that salvation 

is by grace and not by works; that God must work it – Father, Son and 

Holy Ghost? Do you believe those things? Well, by grace, Noah 

believed those very things. “Moved with fear.” So the first thing was 

that, by grace, he was a believer. He took to heart the Word of God and 

the truth of God, and laid it in his heart, just as Mary did (a very 

different character, but the same grace). We read: “But Mary kept all 

these things, and pondered them in her heart.” 

 

Now, you children, listen. I hope you are listening anyway, but 

listen to this. In your kitchen at home, your mother has probably got 
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what we call a „colander‟, which is a kind of sieve. When she has been 

boiling something on the hob and she wants to get rid of the water, she 

pours the contents of that saucepan into that colander, into that sieve. 

The water runs right through it and you are left with whatever you have 

been cooking, inside. Now, dear friends, many people‟s hearing of 

God‟s Word is just like a sieve. There is nothing left after the sermon is 

finished. It all pours through. Just for a moment you hear the Word – a 

passing interest in it. You may even say, perhaps, „I agree with that.‟ 

By the time you are off down Chapel Lane, it is forgotten. Just like that 

colander, like that sieve. And, as for Monday morning, when you are 

with your friends, it is as if you have never been in the House of God at 

all. Oh, may God preserve us from such false walking! May we be like 

Noah, and like Mary. She “kept all these things, and pondered them in 

her heart.” So, it was not just on the Sabbath day she thought about 

them and prayed about them, but also the next day, and the day after, 

and the day after. They were meat and drink to her soul. How many 

„colanders‟ are there here, this morning, I wonder? Or, how many, like 

dear Mary, have “kept” the Word of God? Noah was the same. He kept 

what had been told him, he prayed over it, and he believed it, by grace. 

 

 Secondly, Noah was an obedient man. He obeyed what he heard. It 

is one thing to read it and to hear it, but the proof of your reading and 

your hearing is the obeying of it. We read in the Epistle of James (not a 

part of God‟s Word we often go to) about the true hearers of the Word. 

“For if any be a hearer of the Word, and not a doer, he is like unto a 

man beholding his natural face in a glass: for he beholdeth himself, and 

goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.” 

Some people are like that with the Word of God. They see their own 

reflection as a sinner there, and, perhaps for a minute they think about 

it. But then, they close the Book. The mirror has gone, it is all 

forgotten. James said that that is what many hearers of the Word are 

like. But the true hearers are the “doers.” That is those, who, having 

heard the Word, receive it and are made “doers.” The Word works in 

their heart, by grace, and has a practical, as well as a spiritual, 

outworking in their heart. James says that “man shall be blessed in his 

deed.” And Noah was just such a man. He had heard the Word. He had 



12 

  

not the privilege we have; we have the whole Word of God, Genesis to 

Revelation – we have the full revelation of God, Noah had only a 

fraction of it. But, he believed it, he received it and he obeyed it. There 

is the mark of true faith – obedience. You cannot call yourself, a 

Christian, in the deepest sense, if there is no obedience to the Word of 

God in your life. Remember that. It is the mark of God‟s family. We 

are not to pick and choose the commands we obey, either, as if we can 

do this or that, as we see fit, and neglect the other commands that we do 

not like. Those of you who are parents would not like that in your 

family if your children said: „Well, we‟ll obey that command, but not 

the other one,‟ would you? You would soon have something to say or 

do about it. Well, dear friends, God is a loving, faithful, Parent, and He 

will have His children to be obedient. And, if they are not obedient to 

His Word, be sure correction will come.  

 

 So, Noah was an obedient man. He was obedient to the revelation. 

“Moved with fear.” And he was obedient in faith, for the construction 

of the ark – which I think took something like one hundred years – was 

an act of tremendous faith. According to holy Writ, rain had not even 

appeared on the face of this earth. The only way the Lord watered the 

earth was by a dew rising from the earth. It was a copious dew, God 

was very faithful in that; but to think of rain falling from the heavens 

and waters coming down in abundance was a thing unheard of in 

Noah‟s day. They thought Noah was mad. They thought he was a man 

out of his mind. And that is what is being said now about true believers 

in our land. Those who stand for what they believe as truth, those who 

contend for the truths of the Ten Commandments and the vital things of 

the gospel are treated by some as if they are somewhat disordered in 

their mind, as if they are somehow out of the way, and have missed out 

on something. Well, dear friends, that is what they thought of Noah. 

Poor, dear man – how isolated he was! How persecuted he was as he 

hammered those planks into the ark, and gradually formed that huge, 

preserving vessel that God had ordained! He pitched it within and 

without – we will come to that in a moment. Oh, the obedience of the 

man over all those one hundred years it took him to make that ark! No 

doubt the devil often tempted him. „Noah, what are you doing? You are 
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a fool, wasting your time. Look at your friends and relatives. They are 

busy building their own homes, and they are busy having their fun. 

They are not concerned like you are, with building this ark.‟ That is just 

what the world says about us when we think about eternity. „Why 

bother about it,‟ they say. „Live a good life. If there is such a thing as 

eternity, well, let it take care of itself. Why worry?‟ That is the spirit of 

the world. But, those who are blessed with Noah‟s grace, are moved 

with fear. Not just for himself. Noah was concerned that his family 

were also engaged in this matter – “moved with fear, prepared an ark to 

the saving of his house.” And though he had many a buffeting time, and 

no doubt many a sore temptation in the matter, because God was in the 

beginning of it, God was in the finishing of it, and eventually the ark 

was completed. 

 

 We will just say three things about the ark which are very precious. 

The first thing we are told is that it was pitched within and without – 

we read of it. Now, I understand, (and I am no Greek or Hebrew 

scholar, but I pass on to you what godly men, who understand these 

things, tell us) that that word „pitch‟ has a root meaning the same as the 

word „propitiation.‟ The word „propitiation‟ is a word for God‟s 

wrathful anger being poured out on another. If you look at this in the 

context of the ark, God blessed the pitching of it, in this sense. Because 

that pitch was there, when the storm came (and there had never been a 

storm like it on the face of this earth before or since) that ark withstood 

the storm. That pitch was something God used in a practical way to 

preserve the people within it. How much more so spiritually, then? You 

think of the propitiation of our Lord Jesus Christ, who bore the wrath of 

God on His holy head and in His holy soul. Oh! What he bore, for 

sinners‟ sakes – who can tell? But He did. 

 
“He bore almighty wrath for you, 

       That you might all His glory view.” 

W. Gadsby 
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says the hymnwriter, speaking about God‟s people. Oh, that it might be 

known in our hearts more – this blessed propitiating work! “Jesus in the 

sinner‟s place.” The hymnwriter puts it like this: 

 
“‟Tis He, instead of me, is seen, 

      When I approach to God.” 

J. Newton 

 

In other words, His blood and righteousness, His name, His love and 

blood come between the sinner and the fire of God‟s wrath. The pitch, 

in Noah‟s day, preserved them from a watery doom. But what about 

that fiery doom that is coming? What will preserve you and me from 

that? Nothing, nothing but the propitiating work of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that heavenly Ark of grace; that Shield against the wrath of 

God; that Shield against the vengeance of God; that Shield against the 

wrath of earth and hell, as well. What a blessed Shield God is to His 

dear people! 

 

 The second thing about the ark is this, and it is a wonderful thought 

as well, isn‟t it? The provision inside it. Yes, the Noah in our text made 

provision for those inside the ark, (and God commanded him to), so 

that they would survive the days and months of the flood. Well, dear 

friends, how much more is there a provision in Christ, the Ark of grace, 

for His dear people! Oh! Wonderful thought this, isn‟t it? The provision 

of a precious righteousness to cover them, blood to atone, mercy to 

pardon, grace to sustain. Oh! The provision in Christ – the Ark of grace 

– for His dear people. 

 

 The third thing about the ark is this. God was with them in it. That 

was Noah‟s greatest privilege. Yes, he was glad his wife went with 

him, no doubt; glad his three sons and their three wives came, no doubt; 

he was thankful to have his family together. But what would that have 

been without God? And what is a family home without Christ? Friends, 

it is nothing. It is an empty home. It is a dead home. It is a void home. 

What is your home like, friend? Is Christ within the doors? Is His Word 

read? Is His name mentioned in love? Is the Throne of Grace 
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approached? I say, is Christ within the doors? How vital this is! “But 

Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.” The Lord looked 

favourably upon this dear man for love‟s sake, for mercy‟s sake, for 

Christ‟s sake, we may say. “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the 

LORD.” 

 

 Now, two last thoughts, and I will leave it for you to take home and 

pray about. I hope you do pray about the sermons. The first thing – in 

the eyes of the world he was a fool. But, in the eyes of the Lord he 

found grace. It is God’s eyes that matter. Remember that. You are so 

concerned about what this man and that man thinks about you, aren‟t 

you? Friends, it is far more important to be concerned about what God 

thinks – the eye of the Lord sees. That is the point. That is the matter. 

That is why Joseph was kept when he was afflicted by that dreadful 

woman, Potiphar‟s wife, who tried to seduce him into that dreadful sin 

of adultery. The fear of the Lord that I spoke of just now kept him. The 

eye of the Lord was upon him, and he felt it savingly and sanctifyingly. 

And Noah was blessed with the same grace. 

 

 The final thing I would say to you this morning, is this. He who 

found grace in the eyes of the Lord, now (with the eye of blessed glory 

above) views his God face to face. Paul says: “For now we see through 

a glass, darkly; but then face to face.” Those whose God‟s eye is upon 

in mercy, through the covenant of His grace, are the ones who will see 

Him face to face. They are the ones of whom it will be said: “Thine 

eyes shall see the King in His beauty: they shall behold the land that is 

very far off.” And Noah, yes, “with the spirits of just men made 

perfect” this morning, is gazing on the dear Lamb of God; that great 

Antitype of the ark. He gazes with sweet wonder. He says, like we 

sometimes sing: 

 
“Why was I made to hear Thy voice, 

      And enter while there‟s room; 

       When thousands make a wretched choice, 

      And rather starve than come?” 
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       ‟Twas the same love that spread the feast 

      That sweetly forced us in; 

       Else we had still refused to taste, 

      And perished in our sin.” 

I.Watts 

 

Praises be to free and sovereign grace, God‟s only way of salvation. 

May there be many „Noahs‟ here, in Old Baptist Chapel, that find grace 

in the eyes of the Lord. 

Amen. 


