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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day morning, 29
th

 November 2009 

 
Text:  “In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness 

of sins, according to the riches of His grace.” Ephesians 1, verse 7. 

 

 In this one verse, the Apostle Paul, led by the Holy Ghost, sets before 

us the importance – the absolute vital, essential importance – of having 

forgiveness of sins. To pass from time into eternity and meet a God who 

has not forgiven our sins, would be to be eternally lost. There is no greater 

matter, friends, that should exercise your soul and mine than this – to 

know whether our sins are forgiven, or not. To pass through this time-state 

unconscious of your need of forgiveness, and careless concerning the 

outcome of that dreadful word „sin,‟ is the greatest of all folly. It is the 

folly of fallen man, that, for the most part, the great majority of those in 

this dying world with whom we have to do, seem careless about the word 

„sin.‟ They would not even acknowledge that there is such a word. As to 

its consequences, they either believe there will be none, or it is something 

they think they can deal with at a later stage. Such is the folly of those who 

know not God, and who are yet in their unregenerate state. And although it 

is not for me to judge this congregation – God forbid I should do that – are 

there any here, this morning, who are in the state I have just described? 

Yes, you are sitting in the House of God – and I thank God for that. You 

have heard the Word of God read – and I thank God for that, as well. That 

is the one part of our worship we can be sure is absolutely infallible, 

inerrant, pure and true. But, dear friends, are you sitting here careless 

about this great matter? Are your sins forgiven, or not?  

 

 Now, Paul could write to the Church at Ephesus with a most blessed 

confidence. He looked on those who were members of that Church and 

could say their sins were forgiven. It wasn‟t because they had been 

baptized and had passed through the waters of baptism that he could say it, 

(though the members of the Church of Ephesus were, undoubtedly, 

baptized members; that is the Scriptural order,) that was not the reason he 

could say their sins were forgiven. No. There was one thing he knew (and 

God had revealed it to him) – it is that which lies at the root of all real 
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religion, as I have told you so many times, and I make no apology for 

reminding you of it – that is, they were quickened sinners. They had been 

dead, just as I described just now. They had been without hope. They had 

been without God. They had been without Christ. They had lived sinful 

lives; careless lives; indifferent lives. Some of them in Ephesus, had even 

lived violent and vicious lives. Ephesus, in those days, was no pleasant 

place in which to live, I can assure you. But grace – free grace – had 

called them out of the darkness of nature. The first verse of the next 

chapter had been fulfilled in their lives. “You hath He quickened, who 

were dead in trespasses and sins.” Friends, if that lies at the root of your 

religion this morning, then you have an interest, an undying interest in our 

text. For every quickened soul is, in God‟s sight, a pardoned soul. True – 

not all quickened souls may yet have been led to see the glory of this, nor 

led by the Spirit, as yet, into the fulness of it. Some have; some here this 

morning have known this great blessing. But God has joined quickening 

grace to redeeming grace. He does so in our text, this morning, and He 

does so in the hearts of all whom He will save by grace.  

 

 So, the question asked in one of our hymns by William Gadsby would 

be a good question for you to ask yourselves: 

 
“Am I quickened by His Spirit?” 

W. Gadsby 

 

What a question! “Am I?” Have you known that great change that 

quickening grace brings? One of the great changes quickening grace will 

bring is it will make you conscious of yourself as a sinner. Why will you 

be conscious of it? Because quickening grace is nothing less than the work 

of the Holy Ghost. When the Holy Ghost enters a sinner‟s heart He is 

truthful; He is the Spirit of Truth. He will not hide the true state of that 

sinner‟s heart, He will search out the nooks and the crannies of it, and 

reveal just what that heart is by nature.  That sinner then becomes 

convinced of his sin; not just because the pastor has told him he is a sinner, 

or that he has read it in Ephesians 1 and 2; he knows it now because the 

Holy Ghost has shown it him. And, if the Holy Ghost has shown it you, 

dear friends, it is an impression you will not be able to shake off. You may 

try to drown it with further sin, and seek “to kick against the pricks,” as 

Paul himself did while he was yet Saul of Tarsus. But if God convinces 
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your soul of sin, a mark has been made in your soul which you cannot 

erase, try as you will. If there is one here this morning trying to erase that 

mark by ignoring it, fighting against it and rebelling against the truth of it, 

I tell you, dear friend, you are fighting a losing battle. You are! God will 

have His way in the end. It would be far better to seek that grace now to 

humble yourself under His mighty hand, and to humble yourself at His 

dear feet and seek the mercy that is in our text. “In whom we have 

redemption through His blood,” says Paul, “the forgiveness of sins, 

according to the riches of His grace.” 

 

 Now, the most important word in our text, perhaps – or shall we say 

the gateway to it – is the word „in.‟ If you read through this first chapter, 

(perhaps some of you noticed it as we read it through), that little word „in‟ 

appears ever so many times. Paul uses it again and again. What does he 

mean when he uses the word „in‟? What does he mean when he says: “In 

whom we have redemption through His blood”? First of all, it means those 

who are in union with God; in union with Christ. Who is it and what is it 

that creates the union between a fallen, lost sinner by nature, and a holy, 

just, sin-hating God? Who creates the union? Who binds the two together? 

Who creates that bond that neither death nor hell can ever break? The Holy 

Ghost does. It has been decreed from all eternity. In the covenant of grace 

it was determined it should be so. In God‟s time, that blessed hand of the 

Spirit is put forth, quickening the soul. The Spirit that is put within is 

called the Holy Spirit, for it is the very breath of the Holy Ghost. It is 

called the Spirit of Christ. It is called the Spirit of God. It is called a right 

Spirit. Dear friends, have you this Spirit in your heart? It is so different 

from the spirit of your old nature; that unbelieving, carnal, wordly, lustful, 

corrupt spirit that is natural to you. Have you this Spirit dwelling in your 

heart? Has it created a union between you and this great God with whom 

you have to do? Paul says of these Ephesians that they had this union. 

They had been quickened into divine life by the Holy Ghost. 

 

Now, I want to come as low as the Word of God commands me and 

permits me to, to encourage the seeking soul here this morning; those of 

you who may be concerned about this little word „in,‟ and that great matter 

of quickening grace:  
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                                  “Am I His, or am I not?” 

J. Newton 

 

Remember what the dear Saviour said in the Sermon on the Mount: it is a 

wonderfully encouraging word. “If ye then, being evil, know how to give 

good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is 

in heaven give good things to them that ask Him?” Seeking, hungering, 

longing, thirsting soul, this morning – there is a word for you. And, you 

will prove, in God‟s time, that that ache within, that hunger within, that 

thirst within and that longing for this very thing, is indeed the work of the 

Holy Ghost. That sinner who prays like this: “As the hart panteth after the 

water brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, O God” is a quickened soul. 

Bless God for it. What has the dear Saviour said about them? “Blessed are 

they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be 

filled.” So, the first point about this little word „in‟ is, those who are in 

union with God in Christ Jesus. 

 

 Secondly, this little word „in‟ describes those who are inside a refuge. 

Noah was inside the ark. There lay his security; we read: “The LORD shut 

him in,” as well. In the night of the Passover, the children of Israel were 

within the doors. Those doors had been sprinkled with the blood of the 

slain Passover lamb. Moses, when the glory of God passed by on Mount 

Sinai, was hid in the cleft of the rock. So we could go on. The great point 

is that they were within. You take the case of the city of refuge, which was 

God‟s kind provision in the land of promise for those who had unwittingly 

slain a man. In eastern countries, even now, in some tribes there are what 

are called „blood feuds.‟ If a man has slain another man, then the family of 

the man who has been slain count it their duty to slay one of the other 

man‟s family. It can go on for generation to generation. God made a 

wonderful provision to bring to a halt such iniquity. The provision was 

this, that if a man had slain another, then he could run to the city of refuge. 

The gates were always to be open, day and night; never to be shut. They 

were placed at strategic points within the land of promise, so that every 

tribe had easy access to one, if necessary. Once that man who had slain the 

other crossed the threshold, then the one pursuing him had no right over 

him; he had no jurisdiction over him. But that man had to remain within 

the walls of the city until the high priest died. And when the high priest 

died, he was free to go out. Then none could lawfully slay him. So, dear 
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friends, we find it with God‟s dear people. They are hidden within the City 

of Refuge. Christ is that Refuge. He is also that blessed High Priest who 

has died; that One who will now meet every claim. The devil tempts; but 

Christ has died. The law accuses; but Christ has died. We get into the 

ditch; but friends, Christ has died. There is the answer to it. Oh, to be 

within! “In whom we have redemption through His blood.” 

 

 Thirdly, to be „in‟ is to be in love with God. We do not dwell on that 

very much; not as much as we ought to. “I love them that love Me; and 

those that seek Me early shall find Me” – a word for you young ones to 

remember, as well as you older ones. To be in love with God – how does 

that love begin? Let us be very clear. You will not find any love for God in 

your old nature. You ransack it; you will not find a hint of love to God. 

That is very solemn, and very sad. It is something that, if we are a child of 

God, we are painfully aware of. “The carnal mind is enmity against God: 

for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” There is no 

love to God in the heart of a poor sinner by nature. It is his sin that his 

heart is like that. God did not make him like that. He fell in Adam, and he 

became the servant of sin and Satan. He chose the love of sin rather than 

the love of God; the service of Satan rather than the service of Christ. That 

is natural to us. There is our sinful condition; our „culpable condition,‟ as 

the late J. K. Popham said in one of his expositions. And so it is. 

 

But, dear friends, those who are in Christ are given a love to God; a 

love to Christ. We read in 1 John – that very precious epistle where so 

much is spoken about the love of God and the love of Christ – “We love 

Him, because He first loved us.” I think it was John Bradford, the martyr, 

who said: „I did not love God. I did not want to love God. But He loved 

me and made me love Him.‟ Is that your testimony this morning? „I did 

not love God. I did not want to love God. But He loved me and made me 

love Him.‟ What a testimony! Have you been made –caused – to love 

God? To love the three Persons of the glorious Trinity? To love the 

precious blood of which we are going to speak of in a moment, God 

willing? To love that dear Spirit that quickens; that dear Saviour who 

saves; that dear Father who sent the Son of God into the world for 

wretches like us? Have you been taught to love Him? True, our love is 

cold and faint – no doubt about it. True, it is fickle – sometimes hot, 
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sometimes cold. I am ashamed of my love for Christ! Are you? But, 

nonetheless, I hope I can come in with the last verse of hymn 968: 

 
“Lord, it is my chief complaint, 

       That my love is cold and faint; 

       Yet I love Thee and adore; 

       O for grace to love Thee more!” 

W. Cowper 

 

Are you in love with Christ, this morning? If you are, dear friends, He 

will come first. He must have the pre-eminence. He will not take second 

place; He must be first. And, where He is first, you can be sure that your 

love for all other things will be rightly guided. Yes, for our loved ones. We 

thank God for that love. Our love for His people; we thank God for that 

love, as well. But love to Christ must come first. The cause and the root of 

real happiness in a home is summed up in that word „joy.‟ Jesus first; 

Others second; Yourself last. That is true joy. If you try and alter the order 

of those letters, you will find the opposite –unhappiness. Jesus first; Others 

second; Yourself last. That is the principle of one who loves God, who 

loves Christ and who loves the gospel. “In whom we have redemption 

through His blood.” 

 

 We move on. There is a word we must now explain; the word 

„redemption‟. What does it mean? It means that a price has been paid. 

Who has paid the price? To whom has the price been paid? What was the 

price? For whom was it made? Four points to consider. Who has paid the 

price? Well, it is our Lord Jesus Christ who has paid the price. To whom 

has He paid it? Not to the devil; not to the world. He has paid it to infinite 

justice; God‟s Holy law that demanded it of Him. What has He paid as a 

price? His own blood. For whom has He paid it? Those in Him – “In 

whom we have redemption through His blood.” 

 

 So, who has paid the price? The dear Lord Jesus Christ. Who is He? 

Do I need to remind you? Yes, I will remind you, and I should never cease 

to be reminding you of it, nor should you cease being glad to hear it. Who 

is the Lord Jesus Christ? He is the eternal Son of the eternal Father; He is 

equal with the Father and the Holy Ghost; truly and verily God. Remember 

that. And also, in the incarnation – that is in the taking of a humanity into 
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union with His divine Person – He is also truly Man. A deep, deep 

mystery! One you will never explain. You are not asked to explain it. 

What you are commanded to do – if you are a child of God – certainly, in 

a very special way, is to believe it. May God give you the grace so to do. 

This blessed truth! Who will believe it? You ask Simon Peter about it. 

When the Lord Jesus Christ said: “Who do men say that I am?” various 

answers were given. Peter said: “We believe and are sure that Thou art that 

Christ, the Son of the living God.” „Peter, how did you come by that 

knowledge?‟ “Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My 

Father which is in heaven.” Friends, real faith is the fruit of revelation. I do 

not mean visions and dreams. I mean the uncovering of the truth by the 

Holy Ghost to your heart – that is what revelation is. It is the drawing 

aside of the veil of unbelief, so you see light in God‟s light. Peter saw that 

blessed truth. That One – Jesus, with whom he had so much to do – he saw 

He was none other than the Son of God. “We believe and are sure.” God 

the Father taught him by sending the Spirit of Truth into his heart. Do you 

believe that this morning? That the One who was made this redemption 

price – and has given it – is none other than God‟s only begotten Son? 

 
“There was no other good enough 

To pay the price of sin; 

  He only could unlock the gate 

Of heaven, and let His people in.” 

C. Alexander 

 

None other could do it. Abraham could not do it; Paul could not do it; 

David could not do it – good godly men though they were. They were 

sinners in Adam. They had fallen natures; they needed a Saviour! Mary 

cannot do it. How many think of Mary to be superior to the Son of God in 

heaven – how foolish and how wrong! She said: “My spirit hath rejoiced 

in God my Saviour.”  Who needs a Saviour? A sinner; and Mary felt 

herself to need the Saviour as much as, I hope, you and I feel to do, this 

Sabbath morning.  

 

So, who is it who has given this redemption price? None other than the 

dear Saviour. He assumed that human nature in order that He might have 

blood to shed. The law demanded blood. “Without shedding of blood there 

is no remission.” Because the law demanded it, so the dear Saviour took 
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into union with His divine Person that flesh and blood –holy, pure, 

ineffable, all-precious, glorious humanity – that He might have blood to 

shed. He took up a life to be able to die. That was why He became man; 

that He might pay this redemption price.  

 

The second thing we must ask is to whom is this price paid? To God 

Himself. We read, in another part of God‟s Holy Word, concerning the 

Saviour: “Who was delivered for our offences.” That word „offence‟ is 

very glibly used in our day. But friends, in the sight of God, an offence is 

something offensive. What is offensive to God? Your sin is. My sin is. It 

may not be offensive to you. You may love it; you may wallow in it. But it 

is offensive to your Creator, the One to whom you are accountable, the 

One before whom you will stand on the Judgment Day, the One to whom 

you must give an account of those deeds done in your body. Your sin is 

offensive to Him. Remember that. It is like a stench in His nostrils. Then 

we read that amazing word concerning the Saviour: “Who was delivered 

for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.” In other 

words, God‟s holy law demanded payment that the offence might be 

removed; taken away; cast behind God‟s back. Who else could do it but 

God‟s dearly beloved Son, Jesus, who hung, bleeding, dying, agonising on 

Calvary‟s cross? Why did He do it? Because of His love to this people in 

our text this morning; those „in Him.‟ He loved them so much, that sooner 

than lose them, He shed His heart‟s blood. This is the gospel. He paid the 

price. What a wonderful thing this is! Those of you in Christ, this morning, 

listen to what good Augustus Toplady says about that price: 

 
“Payment God cannot twice demand, 

     First at my bleeding Surety‟s hand, 

      And then again at mine.” 

A. M. Toplady 

 

If the price has been paid on your behalf, sinner, it is done. It is done for 

ever. The law doesn‟t demand any more. In the sight of the law that 

payment has set that sinner free, and set him free eternally. What a mercy! 

What a blessing! “Thou art all fair, My love;” the Lord says of His 

Church, “there is no spot in thee.” Why? The price has been paid. 

Redemption‟s price has been delivered in the court of justice, and received 

there. God is satisfied and pleased. 
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 Thirdly. With what was the payment made? “His blood.” When we 

speak of His blood, we mean the laying down of His life. It wasn‟t just the 

breathing out of His life in that last, gasping breath at Calvary. He laid 

down His whole “life a ransom for many.” From beginning to end – from 

the very first to the very last breath of it – a whole life laid down. You 

need that whole life, sinner. You need a covering. You need an obedience. 

You need a garment. We read, at the Prayer Meeting, Isaiah 61: “For He 

hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath covered me with 

the robe of righteousness.” As a bride puts on her bridal dress on the 

wedding day, so Christ has clothed His Church for the marriage supper of 

the Lamb. He has clothed her. What in? His own obedience, His own 

righteousness, His own loveliness, His own perfection. We read of the 

Church of Sardis: “They shall walk with Me in white: for they are 

worthy.” Their worthiness is in Christ. The garments they wear are 

Christ‟s garments. Ours will not do! Let it not be said of you: “How 

camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment?” That would be very 

solemn, wouldn‟t it? Not having a wedding garment! No one will sit down 

at the marriage supper of the Lamb without one – be sure of it. Have you a 

wedding garment, this morning? When someone is invited to a wedding, 

they usually put on their best clothes; it is the custom so to do. What 

clothes will be worthy at the wedding of the Lamb, the marriage of the 

Lamb? Only the garment that God provides; only the wedding dress that 

He gives to His bride. Nothing less will do. Anything else is offensive to 

Him. It is an insult to His dear Son for anyone to think they can attend the 

marriage of the Lamb without being dressed in Christ‟s obedience. And it 

comes to us through the blood of the Lamb, the laying down of His life, 

the shedding of His precious blood. That blessed word „atonement‟ comes 

in here. Atonement means that the price has been paid. God and man are at 

one – that is those „in Christ‟. They are at one through the atoning blood at 

Calvary. “His blood.” Precious blood! Invaluable blood! 

 

 So, the price is His blood. For whom has He paid it? Those in Him. It 

comes back again – we go a full circle, don‟t we? – are you in Him, or are 

you not? It is the greatest question that should exercise your mind, this 

morning. You may have other things on your mind – I know some of you 

have. Deep troubles; „deep waters have crossed life‟s pathway. The hedge 

of thorns is sharp,‟ I know. But, when all is said and done, dear friends, 
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this is the great matter. Those troubles that are troubling you now will end 

at the grave, if not before. But this matter will have eternal consequences. 

 
“Am I His, or am I not?” 

J. Newton. 

What follows this precious redemption? “The forgiveness of sins, 

according to the riches of His grace.” Here we have the scale upon which 

God forgives sins. Man‟s ability to forgive another is very limited, really. 

We may forgive, and say we do. But, sadly, we still hold remembrance of 

former wrongs against us. It is hard to forget them, isn‟t it? That is fallen 

man, by nature. That doesn‟t mean we should forget what the Word of 

God says: “And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 

another.” Now, the last sentence of that blessed word comes in here: “even 

as God for Christ‟s sake hath forgiven you.” Every forgiven soul, here this 

Sabbath morning, ought to be – God‟s Word says he ought to be – a 

forgiving soul. It is completely contrary to the gospel spirit if you profess 

to be forgiven by a precious Christ, and yet you cannot forgive another 

fellow sinner. This needs grace – I know. But, those who profess the 

gospel and show an unforgiving spirit are lacking the very essence of it. 

May God put that right in some sinner‟s heart, this morning, who perhaps 

has an unforgiving spirit over some matter. It rankles deep. But, just 

remember; have you an interest in Christ‟s love? That little debt that is 

upsetting you – compare your debt to Christ. You think of it. Oh, child of 

God, what need there is for the spirit of the gospel here! “The forgiveness 

of sins.” 

 

We will see now how God forgives. Three things about God‟s 

forgiving love. First of all, it is absolutely free to the sinner. You say; „I 

am not worthy to be forgiven!‟ Whoever was? You say: „I have not cleared 

the debt.‟ God has not asked you to clear the debt. He knows you cannot.  

 
“Bring no money, price, or aught, 

      No good deeds, nor pleasing frames, 

      Mercy never can be bought; 

      Grace is free; and all‟s the Lamb‟s. 

 J. Kent. 
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It is a great thing for a sinner to be brought down to that point – that 

forgiveness is free; grace is free. Why is it so hard for a sinner to come to 

that conclusion? There are several reasons: one being pride. You do not 

realise it, but that wretched thing, pride, does not like to live on charity. 

There is something independent in us. But, let me tell you this: if you are 

to be saved by the grace in our text, you have got to live on charity; the 

charity of the three Persons of the glorious Trinity. This is the only way 

you will get to heaven. And it is: 

 
“Free grace to such as sinners be; 

  And if free grace, why not for me?” 

C. Cole 

 

This is good news for the bankrupt here this morning. The poorest of the 

poor, the vilest of the vile, the blackest of the black and the most empty of 

the empty – this is good tidings for you. 

 
“Let not conscience make you linger, 

      Nor of fitness fondly dream; 

       All the fitness He requireth, 

      Is to feel your need of Him, 

           This He gives you, 

           ‟Tis the Spirit‟s rising beam.” 

J. Hart 

 
Forgiveness is free.  

 

 Secondly, it is full. It is full forgiveness. It is not just part of the debt 

cleared, and you must clear the rest. It is full forgiveness. It covers all the 

sins of that sinner‟s life, from the beginning to the end. All his wrong 

thoughts, all his wilful words and wretched ways – it covers all of it. Think 

of it! Think what needs to be covered, sinner, in your life and mine! Think 

of this grace that covers it all. “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son 

cleanseth us from all sin.” As my dear predecessor, the late Harvey Carr, 

when he was dying in the Tunbridge Wells Bethesda Home, shouted out 

only a little while before he died: „Tell them, Matron, it is for all sin!‟  She 

said that it was sweet to be there in the room with him, as he preached the 
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gospel as he was dying. All sin has gone! What a mercy! What a mercy it 

is all sin! “All manner of sin.”  

 

Well, dear friend, where are you this morning? How vile and black are 

you? May we not doubt this blessed truth, that for those in Christ all sin is 

forgiven, from childhood days until the end of time. Black sins, vile sins, 

sins others have seen, and many, many more sins that no-one else has seen 

but God. All sin. It is full forgiveness; so full that you cannot measure it. It 

is like that river that Ezekiel tried to cross. It is too deep to pass over. And 

so is this river of forgiveness. It is an ocean. That is what the good 

hymnwriter meant when he said: 

 
“O grace, thou bottomless abyss, 

      My sins are swallowed up in thee! 

      Covered is my unrighteousness; 

      From condemnation I am free. 

      For Jesus‟ blood, through earth and skies, 

      Mercy, eternal mercy, cries.” 

J. A. Rothe 

 

Full forgiveness; free forgiveness. 

 

Thirdly, dear friends, it is for ever. This was a point that troubled me 

in my early years concerning this great matter. Having felt forgiveness a 

little, I hope, by God‟s mercy, in my early days, then of course, because 

we are yet in the flesh, we get into sin again, because we are struggling 

with an old nature. Then the question arises: „Am I still forgiven? Am I 

still a forgiven sinner? Has it changed my relationship with that great 

God?‟ True, we feel His frown for our sins, and so we should. True, we 

should be ashamed of them. But nothing can change the relationship 

between God and that sinner who is in Christ. So the great mercy of it is 

this – “Whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, 

nor any thing taken from it.” And if ever you have felt that precious blood 

sprinkled on your conscience, if ever the gospel has once got right into 

your heart and soul, and you said: „Yes, that is for me,‟ friend, that was 

done eternally; everlastingly. It was everlasting love with which He kissed 

you then. It was everlasting life he breathed into your soul. It was 

everlasting mercy He proclaimed. And though He hides His face 
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sometimes, these are just reasons because of your backslidings and 

wanderings and waywardness. That is why so many walk in the dark. But, 

dear friends, it does not change the state: 
  

“Rebellious thou hast been, 

      And art rebellious still; 

      But since in love I took thee in, 

      My promise I‟ll fulfil. 

 

    “I‟ve bound thee up secure, 

      ‟Midst all the rage of hell; 

      The curse thou never shalt endure, 

      For I‟m unchangeable.”  

H. Fowler. 

 

What a reproof for you and me, who are so changeable! Hot and cold in 

half an hour; spiritually minded one moment, carnal the next. “I‟m 

unchangeable.” Isn‟t that a mercy? We bless God for that. “In whom we 

have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.” 

 

 The last point this morning is the „bank balance‟. Do you know what 

your bank balance is this morning? You say: „Well, I can go to the bank 

and find out, if you want.‟ I am not asking about that bank, that is a 

perishing bank, that is a corrupt bank, that will soon fail and do you no 

more good. But, this is the „bank balance‟ of faith; this is what the devil 

cannot reach, the world cannot touch and inflation cannot diminish: “The 

riches of His grace.” Oh, friends! If only we could just get into this! Paul 

calls it “the unsearchable riches of Christ.” “The riches of His grace.” 

Whose grace? “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ”, that is whose it is. 

And that is where some of you are stumbling, this morning. You are 

looking for grace in your heart. You cannot find it, sometimes, when you 

are left to yourself; you have come to this conclusion: „I am out of the 

secret.‟ Friends, it is His grace that saves, not yours. It is His grace. When 

you are emptied, you need to go back to Him who is full. When you are 

poor, go to Him who is rich. When you are guilty, go to Him who is 

sinless. When you are bankrupt, go to Him who has a full, free forgiveness 

for the coming sinner. We look to the wrong place for grace. Our dear 

deacon, in prayer this morning, quoted a verse very dear to me. It was the 
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second text I ever preached from in public. I have never forgotten it; it has 

been my motto in my ministry ever since, as a secret matter. “All my 

springs are in Thee.” As he quoted that, it confirmed my text: “In whom 

we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according 

to the riches of His grace.” Your springs are in Him, child of God. So, 

when you feel so barren, and you do sometimes; and so empty, and you do 

sometimes; and so vile, and you do sometimes; where are you to look? 

„Oh,‟ says a legal spirit, „you must put things right first. You had better 

wait until you feel a bit more calm, a bit more quiet, and a bit more 

spiritually minded before you ever pray again.‟ Friend, that is folly. 

Absolute folly! The spirit of the gospel is this: 

 
“Come just as thou art, with thy woe, 

       Fall down at the feet of the Lamb, 

       He will not, He cannot say, Go, 

       But surely will take out thy stain. 

       A fountain is opened for sin, 

       And thousands its virtues have proved; 

       He‟ll take thee, and plunge thee therein, 

       And wash thee from filth in His blood.” 

W. Gadsby 

 

Blessed, glorious riches of grace, that cover poor, unworthy, guilty sinners, 

as we are!  

 

 Now, there are three inferences from our text. You take them home 

and pray about them. The first inference is this. Where does this all 

proceed from? I have never been to the top of Mount Everest – some have 

– but I know that if I stood at the bottom of that huge mountain, I would 

see a river coming down. It must have its source somewhere high up in 

that mighty range of mountains. Well, dear friends, we have been speaking 

of some of the rivers that flow down the mountain of sovereign grace. 

What is their source? Paul has no doubt about it. You read verses 3 and 4. 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed 

us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: According as 

He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we 

should be holy and without blame before Him in love.” There is the source 

of it all; the covenant of grace between the three Persons of the glorious 
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Trinity – Father, Son and Holy Ghost – it flows from them. The electing 

love of the Father, the redeeming love of the Son and the quickening love 

of the Spirit; one God, three Persons, and three blessed strands of salvation 

that hold the sinner fast. Here is the source, as the godly Puritans used to 

say: „It is all in the covenant.‟ And so it is. You may not yet have had this 

revealed to you as clearly as you would have liked, but be sure of it, that 

quickening grace in your soul, the good hope that He has given you, and 

that interest in Christ, has come from that covenant. It could come from 

nowhere else if it is real. If your religion has come from anywhere else it 

cannot be real. It must come from the covenant to be real. Put the crown 

where it belongs. Put the crown on the head of a Triune God. There is no 

room for self-worship here.  

 

 The second inference of our text is this. If so much has been done for 

the sinner, then surely, there should be no doubt how the sinner should be 

living while he is yet here below. Romans 8 tells us: “Therefore, brethren, 

we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live after 

the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of 

the body, ye shall live.” Now, dear friends, how are you living as debtors, 

this morning? You have been freed, child of God, from the debt of the law 

– blessed deliverance! So how does that make you free now? Why, you are 

now in debt to mercy, aren‟t you? “A debtor to mercy I am.” What a 

wonderful debt that is! You will never repay that debt. You are not asked 

to repay it. But are you living as if you are “a debtor to mercy”? 

 
“So let our lips and lives express 

  The holy gospel we profess.” 

I. Watts 

 

As you walk around this earth, do your nearest and dearest know it? Do 

the people at your work know it? Where you live, do they know it, that 

you are “a debtor to mercy”? It is something that cannot be hidden when it 

wells up in our heart into everlasting life: “A debtor to mercy.” May we 

live like that – not ashamed of the gospel; not ashamed to say Whose we 

are and Whom we serve; not ashamed to put the crown where it belongs. 

Once, two Jehovah‟s Witnesses came to our door in Laines Head. They 

were very persistent, and said some terrible things about the dear Saviour, 

which I deeply resented. One of them said to me, „I feel sorry for you. You 
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are not doing anything for your own salvation.‟ I said: „Listen to me.‟ And 

I believe for once, (I don‟t always get this, but just for once) the Holy 

Ghost gave me what to say. I said: „You tell me what more my Saviour 

could have done for me. He left His radiant throne on high for me. He 

lived for me and He died for me. He rose again for me. He lives for me in 

glory above. What more can He do?‟ And their mouths were shut. They 

turned and walked down the path, and left me. My dear friends, I do not 

always feel as strong in faith as that. But I did in those few moments. O, 

not to be ashamed of Christ! My dear Jesus! He has done so much! So 

much! 

 

 The third inference: we sung in of it in our hymn just now. [477]. 

There is a prospect. If you have tasted these streams, here below – the 

base, as it were, of the mountain of sovereign grace – you will one day be 

taken to their source. You will. Good Samuel Rutherford said: 

 
“O Christ, He is the Fountain, 

The deep, sweet well of love; 

  The streams on earth I‟ve tasted, 

More deep I‟ll drink above; 

  There, to an ocean fulness, 

His mercy doth expand, 

  And glory, glory dwelleth 

In Immanuel‟s land.” 

S. Rutherford 
 

Well, we have only skimmed the surface of our text this morning, dear 

friends. We must die to speak of Christ. But may that little word „in‟ be 

your exercise this morning. It is the gate into the text. Have you passed 

through it by divine grace, or not?  

Amen. 


