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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day evening, 29
th

 November, 2009 

 

Text:  “And as Jesus passed forth from thence, He saw a man, named 

Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and He saith unto him, 

Follow Me. And he arose, and followed Him.” Matthew 9, verse 9. 

 

 After the dear Lord Jesus Christ had ascended into heaven, had led 

captivity captive and sat down on the right hand of His Father, we read, 

in prophecy: He “received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also.” 

When He poured out His Holy Spirit upon the New Testament Church, 

(as we read of in Acts 2), He bestowed gifts on that New Testament 

Church that were to be for the edification, instruction and teaching of 

the Church of Christ, till the end of time. One of those upon whom the 

Lord poured out His Holy Spirit on that day, and one whom He had set 

aside for a particular work, was Matthew. One of the great works that 

God had in hand to use Matthew for was as an instrument (and I use 

that term rightly), to write this Gospel that we have before us. When 

Matthew sat down to write the Gospel that has his name over it, it was 

not as if he tried to remember those things that he had heard and seen 

during the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ. No. The Lord Jesus Christ 

had promised (as John tells us) that the Holy Ghost will “bring all 

things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” Blessed 

be God‟s holy name – the Holy Ghost still does that. Otherwise, we 

could not preach profitably, and you could not hear profitably. But, as 

Matthew sat down to write this Gospel, he would have remembered 

what the dear Saviour had said, and He who prompted him to write it – 

which was none other than the Holy Ghost Himself – brought to his 

remembrance those things that would be for the good of the Church of 

Christ to the end of time. 

 

When Matthew got to chapter 9 of his Gospel, there came a 

moment, no doubt, when he was writing, (and I say this reverently; we 

must not read between the lines) where you can almost see the tears 

rolling down his face as he came to verse 9. For of whom is Matthew 
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speaking in verse 9? Himself. He was the man mentioned in the text. 

And here, in one verse, he records what is commonly called his 

conversion. Only a short sentence; one verse records what took place 

that memorable day. But it was a red-letter day for Matthew. Things 

were never the same after that day. Friends, if you were asked to write; 

if you were prompted by the blessed Spirit to write, then you, being a 

child of God, would also have a day to remember like this. Perhaps not 

a specific day so much, but at least a period of time; as good John Kent 

puts it: 

 
“There is a period known to God 

       When all His sheep, redeemed by blood, 

       Shall leave the hateful ways of sin, 

       Turn to the fold, and enter in.” 

J. Kent 

 

Can you look back to a period when this mighty work was wrought in 

your heart and your life, as it most certainly was in Matthew? 

 

 I have told you before that the four gospels, which the Holy Ghost 

designed to be for the instruction of the Church, each have a different 

emphasis. The emphasis of the Gospel according to Matthew is the 

Kingship of our Lord Jesus Christ. If you go back into the Book of 

Ecclesiastes, you have this word: “Where the word of a king is, there is 

power.” Then, remember another word you have in Psalm 110: “Thy 

people shall be willing in the day of Thy power.” Here was a day of 

power. Here was the word of a King. Matthew could say: „I have heard 

the word of a King. It moved my heart. It changed my life. It turned my 

life upside down; inside out. Things were never the same again after I 

heard that voice.‟ “Where the word of a king is, there is power.” Oh, 

may there be a word of a King tonight; a word of the King of kings! 

We have been singing, in that precious hymn, just now: 

 
“And now Thou in Thy kingdom art, 

      Dear Lord, remember me.” 

A. M. Toplady 
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Dear friends, how will we know if He remembers us? One of the ways 

will be that, from time to time, we hear His voice with power, with 

authority, and with unction. Not just hear about Him, not just hear of 

Him; but we hear His voice ourselves. That is the mark of the sheep. 

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” 

Here is one of the sheep, Matthew, hearing the voice, and following. 

  

“And as Jesus passed forth from thence, He saw a man, named 

Matthew.” Now, what sort of a man did Jesus see? Well friends, He 

undoubtedly saw a sinner. And when He saw some of us, who humbly 

hope we have known a little of what Matthew experienced, that is what 

He saw in us as well. A sinner: a sinner full of unbelief, a sinner full of 

himself, a sinner full of this world, a sinner destitute of grace, a sinner 

loving the world and having no desire after anything but the world, a 

sinner content with his sinful state; a sinner communing with other 

sinners and finding them to be their true company, and having no time 

and no space for the people of God or the things of God. That is what 

the Lord saw when He saw Matthew. “He saw a man, named 

Matthew.” The hymnwriter put it so expressedly: 

 
“He saw me ruined in the fall, 

       Yet loved me notwithstanding all; 

       He saved me from my lost estate; 

       His loving-kindness, O how great!” 

S. Medley  

 

“He saw a man named Matthew.” When the Lord saw Matthew, He 

found nothing in him to commend him to Him, in and of himself. No. 

Nothing was found there which was good that compelled Him to stand 

by and speak to this man. He found Matthew as He found some of us – 

in our raw state – unregenerate, unquickened, unloving and unlovely. 

But He still stood by, and He spake. Blessed Jesus! To think – to see a 

man like us, and stand and speak and determine to save! Good John 

Newton said – and if ever there was a man who the Lord saw through, 

it was John Newton; a slave-dealer, a man who had blasphemed the 
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name of God more times than he could count, a man whose whole life 

was notorious for its wickedness. But good John Newton said:  

 
“Determined to save, He watched o‟er my path, 

      When, Satan‟s blind slave, I sported with death. 

      And can He have taught me to trust in His name, 

      And thus far have brought me to put me to shame?” 

J. Newton 

 

 Now, why did the Lord stand, as it were, in front of Matthew and 

speak? What was there that moved His holy heart so to do? Friends, 

there was covenant love in His heart toward Matthew. That was the 

reason. We sometimes sing: 

 
“Love has redeemed His sheep with blood; 

       And love will bring them safe to God; 

  

  ‟Twas love that took their cause in hand, 

        And love maintains it to the end.” 

W. Gadsby 

 

It was love that took Matthew‟s cause in hand. That is why God 

quickens a sinner – love. As I have said to you before, and you could 

answer the question, I hope, if you remember my sermons, but can you 

answer it out of your own experience? Does God love a sinner because 

he is quickened? Or does He quicken him because He loves him? Some 

of you know the answer by your own experience. He quickens a sinner 

because He loves him. He loves him too, after He has quickened him – 

of course He does. It is an unchanging love, it is an everlasting love, it 

is an enduring love; but that which moves Him to quicken that sinner is 

love. 

 
“Love has redeemed His sheep with blood; 

       And love will bring them safe to God.” 

W. Gadsby 
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It was love in the heart of the dear Saviour toward this unlovely, 

unloving man, Matthew, that made Him stand in front of the table 

where he was gathering the taxes, and call him. “He saw a man, named 

Matthew.” 

 

 Secondly, we must notice this. It flows off what I have already said. 

This was no accident. This was no chance encounter. This was not 

something that happened haphazardly. No. Again, we sometimes sing: 

 
“Yea, He decreed the very place 

         Where He would show triumphant grace.” 

R. Burnham 

 

He decreed that this should be the place, and this should be the time, 

and this should be the means where sovereign grace would enter 

Matthew‟s heart and life. It was ordered, just as Zacchaeus‟ conversion 

was ordered. Zacchaeus might not have thought so. From his point of 

view, it seemed to be sheer curiosity that put him up that tree “to see 

Jesus who He was.” But we know that in the purposes of God, God 

ordained he should be there when the dear Saviour passed by. Out of all 

the sinners in Jericho, to think the Lord should choose the one who was 

most notorious of all! “Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to 

day I must abide at thy house.” Notice He did not offer to abide. He 

said: “I must.” He commanded His presence in Zacchaeus‟ house. He 

overcame any objections Zacchaeus might have had – it conquered him 

– “The word of a King.” “I must abide at thy house.” Friends, it will 

make a difference if He abides at your house. It certainly will. He will 

make a difference in your heart, for a start, and in your home life, and 

in your business life. It did in Matthew‟s. It made a vital difference; 

things were never the same again. 

 

“He saw a man, named Matthew.” What was he doing? “Sitting at 

the receipt of custom.” In other words, Matthew was what we call a tax 

gatherer. In the eyes of the Jewish nation, he was called a „publican.‟ 

The publicans were very unpopular; they were unpopular for two 

reasons. One was they were the servants of the Roman Emperor; they 
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were gathering taxes for the Romans. The Jews were a proud, 

independent nation, and they deeply resented this. You can imagine it, 

just for a moment. I understand there is some proposal that there should 

be a European Tax. And already there is some resentment, in some 

quarters of our land, to think that we should be paying a tax to Europe! 

Well, even much, much more so the Jews felt this. They were overrun 

by the Romans, and now, here they were having to pay taxes to them! 

Every time they paid their taxes, it was a reminder that they were not 

free men, but were in bondage to their masters, the Romans. They 

resented it, deeply. And they resented Matthew who was, no doubt, one 

of their own, a Jew, by nationality; one who had, as it were, turned 

traitor, and become one who should collect these dues for the foreign 

power. 

 

Secondly, the tax gatherers were allowed a small percentage of 

their gatherings for themselves. That was the way they earned their 

living. But they were exorbitant in their gathering. They charged much, 

much more than they should have done. They became the oppressors of 

the poor, and became rich on the backs of others. This made them 

doubly unpopular. So the very name „publican‟ became a term for one 

to be despised and hated; an outcast and a reject. And that was 

Matthew‟s reputation among men. Covetousness is a very, very strong 

principle in the heart of fallen man. It is surprising what men will 

endure as long as they can get more and more money, more and more 

resources, and build up their bank balance or whatever it may be. Oh, 

beware of that spirit, friends! Beware of that spirit! “The love of money 

is the root of all evil.” The Word of God says so. “Covetousness, which 

is idolatry” – remember that. 

 

But this man, Matthew, and these publicans did not mind the way 

they were hated. After all, their bank balance was growing, and none 

seemed to be able to hinder it. They had become rich and had all that 

they needed. And this was Matthew, sat at the receipt of custom. Just 

think for a moment, as he sat there. One by one the Jews came up to 

pay their taxes; suddenly, before him, stood Jesus of Nazareth. Instead 

of Matthew demanding of Christ, the Jew, for the Roman nation, Christ 
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speaks first. “Follow Me.” Two words did it. Just two words – “Follow 

Me.” „Matthew, you have been following your own wretched heart. 

You have been following your covetous ambitions; you have been 

following the ways of this world. Now follow Me.‟ “Follow Me.” What 

was the effect of it? The word was so powerful; it was so direct; it was 

so personal; it was so accurate in its application, he had no option. 

Friends, it was a conquering word. We will come back to that in a 

moment, because here, the Holy Ghost through the lips of the dear 

Saviour Himself, created what was never present before in Matthew‟s 

life and heart – faith. “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 

Word of God.” That faith that was created within brought this fruit: 

“He arose, and followed Him.”  

 

I want to dwell, for a moment, on faith. Faith is a wonderful source 

of meditation. You must distinguish between the faith of the election of 

grace, and faith, you might say, with a small „f.‟ There is a natural faith 

in God‟s Word, and that is good as far as it goes. There is what we 

might call a denominational faith. You might find that one 

denomination is closer to your view of religious things than others are. 

With some it is a family faith; just something passed down from one 

generation to another, and you have carried on from where your fathers 

and forefathers were. And so we could go on; with some it is an 

intellectual faith; one they have acquired out of books and from 

studying, very diligently, perhaps. But, all that, dear friends, doesn’t 

save the soul. No. What saves the soul? Listen to Hebrews 11 verse 1. 

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 

not seen.” Listen to Romans 10. “So then faith cometh by hearing, and 

hearing by” – listen to this – “the Word of God.” Not just the Word of 

God in the printed page – hundreds, thousands read that who are 

destitute of the faith I am speaking of. It is when God comes with 

power in the Word. As I said at the outset: “Where the word of a King 

is, there is power.” 

 

The faith I am speaking of is created. Sometimes it is “a still, small 

voice.” It might not come as an earthquake. It may come as a gentle, 

“still, small voice,” but come it will, where God has determined it to 
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come. And it will have its effect; a lasting indelible effect in the heart 

and the life of those who are blessed with it. Oh, dear friends, do covet 

this faith! Put your trust in no other than that faith that anchors on 

Christ and Christ alone. May you be examining yourselves tonight, 

whether you be in the faith, or not. How did you get the faith you 

profess tonight? Where did it come from? How did you come by it? 

Matthew knew where he came by his faith! It began with these two 

words: “Follow Me.” He remembered the power with which it came; 

the unction with which it entered his soul. Peter, in his Epistle, speaks 

of “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by 

the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” So, at the root of 

all living faith is the living Word; that is the Holy Ghost taking the 

Word and making it „living‟ in our hearts. That is why the psalmist said 

(and it is the prayer of many of us here tonight; I am sure it is) 

“Remember the Word unto Thy servant, upon which Thou hast caused 

me to hope.” “Caused me” – there is power, authority, a raising up. 

“Caused me to hope.” “He saith unto him, Follow Me. And he arose, 

and followed Him.” 

 

 You read the Epistle of James – and you ought to read that as well 

as any other part of God‟s Holy Word, although you may say: „But it is 

a difficult epistle. It seems hard to me.‟ Friends, if you are spiritually 

unhealthy, it will be hard reading, I tell you. But if your soul is in a 

good state, spiritually, you will read it, and you will love it. One of the 

things James has to say is this: “Faith without works is dead.” Now, test 

your faith on that standard. Remember, James was inspired by the same 

Spirit as Matthew was. “Faith without works is dead.” Faith without 

works is like a tree that is dead. Is your faith like that – a dead faith? 

What works come from your faith? How has it changed your spirit? 

How has it softened your heart? How has it made sin sinful? How has it 

made Christ precious? How has it changed your behaviour at work or at 

school, or in your family, or in your business? Does this faith now shut 

your mouth sometimes, when otherwise it would have been open? And 

open at other times, when it would have been shut? Has this faith made 

such a difference that men take knowledge of you that you have “been 

with Jesus”; that you are different to what you once were? They can‟t 
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explain it, perhaps, but there it is. I tell you, friends, “faith without 

works is dead.” It may be orthodox, it may be traditional, it may 

exactly match the creeds and the doctrines of grace, but, if it doesn‟t 

bare fruit, it is worthless! I say it kindly – I must emphasize that point 

this evening. “Faith without works is dead.” A dead faith will do you 

no good in a dying hour. It will do you no good when you stand before 

the judgment seat to have a dead faith. But living faith has this mark to 

it – we read of it in Hebrews 12: “Looking unto Jesus the Author and 

Finisher of our faith.” In other words, He gives the faith and He crowns 

it. Some of you may be saying: „But what about in between whiles? A 

book has a beginning and an ending; what about those chapters in 

between the beginning and the ending?‟ Well, dear friends, He who is 

the Author of faith, sustains that faith until He crowns it with glory: 

“The Author and the Finisher of our faith.” Now, those of you here 

tonight, (and there are many of us who often feel to lack faith) this is 

where we have to go for it – to Him who is the Author of it, and the 

Finisher of it. And bless God, He has that faith to give. He waits to be 

gracious, and He grants it where there is that hunger and thirst for it. 

The disciples said: “Lord, Increase our faith.” Well, may that be our 

prayer tonight. 

 

“And He saith unto him, Follow Me. And he arose, and followed 

Him.” What changes did this make in Matthew‟s life? Well, he left the 

receipt of custom, rather like that woman as recorded in John 4, who 

left her waterpot. And, like Peter and the other disciples, John and 

James, who left their nets, so Matthew has to leave his seat at the 

receipt of custom. It does not mean that we have to leave our 

employment. No. We have to work in this day in which we are living. 

That is God‟s decree; it is part of the fall that man should work and toil 

for his living. Even in the Garden of Eden, before man fell, Adam was 

not idle. But, if our occupation is unlawful in God‟s sight, then we must 

leave it, whatever it may cost us. There are some who have had to do 

just that, when they have found that the work they were engaged in was 

not in accord with God‟s Holy Word; it was not in accord with the 

gospel they now profess; they could not ask the Lord‟s blessing on it. 

Friends, that is not just in your employment, but in every part of your 
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life. What you cannot ask God‟s blessing on, you ought not to be 

engaged in. Remember that. That goes for your leisure pursuits, as well 

as your daily calling. What you cannot ask God‟s blessing on, you have 

no right to be engaged in; you cannot expect God‟s blessing upon it. I 

say, this call that Matthew experienced, will make such a difference; 

such a change. Even in your lawful calling, you will now do it 

differently to what you did before. Before it was just to earn a living; 

just to climb up the career ladder and get further on than your 

competitors around you. But now it is completely different. You are 

now like the Apostle Paul (as Saul of Tarsus) when he was called by 

grace: “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” You will serve the Lord 

first in your calling, as unto God and not unto man. It will make a great 

difference as to how you spend your master‟s time – not wasting it – 

and as to how you speak with those with whom you have to do, that 

you do not bring reproach on the name of Christ in your calling. 

 

Also, it will make a difference to how you come to the House of 

God – not just to see your friends. It is good to have our friends here; 

our best friends are undoubtedly here among the dear people of God – 

we thank God for it. But, if we come aright, we come to commune with 

Jesus our Friend, and to set aside carnal things. We come to worship 

His dear name when we sing the hymns. It is not just because we like 

the tunes. Some of us are very musical and enjoy the tunes, but that can 

be a snare in itself, can‟t it? It is the words of the hymns and what they 

mean – do they express our heart? Do they come from the depth of our 

soul? That is the great point. So, when we sing, are we singing with the 

understanding? When we read God‟s Holy Word, the pastor might open 

up a chapter that may seem to you not so interesting as others. But you 

will be surprised what the Holy Ghost may reveal to you in some 

obscure part of His Holy Word. When you bow your head in prayer, it 

is not just to hear the pastor pray. Is your own soul going up with 

desires – „Lord, help me. Lord, hear my cry. Lord, speak to me.‟ When 

you listen to the sermon, you are no longer waiting for the „Amen‟ as 

you once were, which was the best word of all the sermon to you. Now 

you want to hear His voice. Now you want to get something for your 

never-dying soul. Now you are crying out for fellowship, for union, for 
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communion. You are asking for Christ. What a difference grace makes! 

It will make a difference in your leaving the House of God, as well. The 

conversation in Chapel Lane will be different – you will begin to speak 

about the things of God, and what God has done for your soul, and how 

the Word may have affected you. I say, dear friends, grace does make a 

difference. It does make a difference. It must do. If it doesn‟t, it hasn‟t 

even touched our hearts. 

 

“He saith unto him, Follow Me. And he arose….” – no questioning, 

no bargaining, no conditions laid down by Matthew. And nor must you 

lay down conditions. Perhaps there are some of you here tonight who 

are exercised about following Him in His ordinances. You have laid 

down conditions for Him. „Lord, if Thou wilt do that, then I will.‟ Is 

that right? Have you a right to lay down conditions to your God? Have 

you? You are a poor worm of the earth! You are but dust! He is the 

incarnate God. You need the spirit – we all need it; I need it as much as 

you, if not more so – the spirit of godly Ittai, and those we read of in 

the time of David‟s sorrow. “Thy servants are ready to do whatsoever 

my lord the king shall appoint.” There was no bargaining there; no 

questioning, no conditions laid down, but, as clay in “the hands of the 

potter,” made “willing in the day Thy of power.” They were willing “to 

do whatsoever my lord the king shall appoint.” There is a lot in that 

word “whatsoever.” It was the same spirit with Matthew: „What does 

my Lord, the King appoint?‟ „Leave your receipt of custom, Matthew. 

Follow Me.‟ Matthew did not know what was entailed in following 

Him. He had a little idea, perhaps, of what it might entail, but he had no 

idea of all the depths that would follow. And there were some depths 

that followed, I tell you. There were indeed. What depths were they? 

Matthew was in the Garden of Gethsemane, wasn‟t he? True, he wasn‟t 

among the favoured three who had that closer communion, but he was 

there as a witness. He had to learn, as they all had to learn, that 

“without Me ye can do nothing.” Still, dear friends, the dear man was 

among those in the upper room when the Saviour appeared after His 

resurrection. And, instead of reminding them of their base behaviour 

and their cowardice, we read: “He shewed them His hands and His 

feet” – the proof of who He was. It was more than that; it was the proof 
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and the receipt of their pardon. Matthew saw all of that. Matthew did 

not know then that he was the one appointed to write this blessed 

Gospel. The Lord had not told him that yet. The Lord unfolds His 

purposes “precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a 

little, and there a little.” But, one thing is certain: when He calls a 

sinner to follow Him, He will not send that sinner a warfare “at his own 

charges.” Provision will be made every step of the way. And, as it 

unfolds, the waters grow deeper, the trials more difficult and the way 

more perplexing – still that word at the beginning of Matthew‟s faith 

stands good: “Follow Me.” “Follow Me.” It may be to follow our Lord 

in temptation, tribulation, affliction, persecution, opposition. Follow 

Him in obedience, taking up the cross daily and following Him. “He 

saith unto him, Follow Me. And he arose, and followed Him.” 

 

Now, there is something very sweet here. Let us come to it. It 

would be a sweet note to end the sermon on, wouldn‟t it? “Followed 

Him.” In other words, whatever step Matthew took, the dear Saviour 

had been there before. If you are following someone, you are putting 

your feet in their footsteps. May God put your feet, and my feet, in the 

footsteps of Christ. It is a wonderful privilege. “Tell me, O Thou whom 

my soul loveth, where Thou feedest, where Thou makest Thy flock to 

rest at noon: for why should I be as one that turneth aside by the flocks 

of Thy companions? If thou know not, O thou fairest among women, 

go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock…” – and where are the 

footsteps of the flock? Where the Shepherd has been leading them – 

“…and feed thy kids beside the shepherd‟s tents.” 

 
“Wherever He may guide me, 

No want shall turn me back; 

  My Shepherd is beside me, 

And nothing can I lack.” 

A. L. Waring 

 

If it is green pastures, He has been there before. If it is the paths of 

righteousness, He has been there before. If it is in the shadow of death, 

He has been there before. He has conquered death by dying. If it is in 

the presence of your enemies, He is there. And, eventually – blessed be 
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His holy name – He will be eternally in your view in glory to come. He 

will, for: 

 
“When he who Jesus‟ cross receives 

            Shall see Him crowned at home.” 

J. Stevens 

 

“He arose and followed Him.” 

 

Now, three things you must expect if you follow Him. Firstly: 

immediately you will go against the grain of this world. There is no 

point hiding it, friends, or expecting it any other way. If you follow the 

dear Saviour, you are going forth unto Him “without” – that means 

„outside‟ – “the camp, bearing His reproach.” You are going against the 

grain. You will be a fish swimming against the tide; and the tides are 

very strong. They are sweeping sinners into eternal perdition. 

Sometimes you will wonder: „Will I be swept away with them?‟ But – 

“He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day 

of Jesus Christ.” But you must expect that you are going against the 

grain, especially in your own heart. Your old nature has not changed. 

That has not become a believer; that has not become repentant; that is 

not full of love to Christ. It is still as it ever was: worldly, carnal and 

fallen. It will be your greatest enemy. To swim against that tide is even 

more difficult than to swim against the tide around you in this dying 

world. It is! “The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 

the flesh.” Most of the conflicts of a believer are within. That may 

surprise you. When I was baptized, my pastor gave me these words: 

“Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” I 

wondered where that hardness would come from. Well, friends, ninety 

nine per cent of it has come from within. I think some of you here 

tonight would have to say the same. Yes, we have had hard things 

outside; it hasn‟t always been easy. But oh – within!  That is where the 

battle is the hottest; the fiercest. That is where we most often are, like 

Gad – a troop overcome. And yet He has promised “he shall overcome 

at the last.” So, if you follow the dear Saviour, you must expect there to 

opposition. Sometimes it will come from strange quarters; from 
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quarters you never expected. But it will not undo the word or the 

command: “He arose, and followed Him.” 

 

The second thing that you must expect if you follow Him is this. 

You are to walk by faith and not by sight. Very rarely will the Lord 

show you a large portion of the way ahead. You will more often be in 

Isaiah 50 verse 10: “Who is among you that feareth the LORD, that 

obeyeth the voice of His servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no 

light?” That will often be your case. How is he to walk, then? “Let him 

trust in the name of the LORD, and stay upon his God.” Oh, believer, it 

may be very dark, tonight! You cannot see the next step ahead. But He 

who called you to follow is right at hand. Psalm 46: “God shall help 

her, and that right early.” Margin reading: When she most needs it; 

“when the morning appeareth.” He will appear. He is right there.  

 
“When most we need His helping hand, 

      This Friend is always near; 

  With heaven and earth at His command, 

      He waits to answer prayer.” 

J. Swain 

 

Thirdly, dear friends, if you follow Him, you can be sure there is 

always a way forward. Sometimes that will be greatly tried. When you 

are like Jeremiah: “He hath hedged me about, that I cannot get out.” 

When you are shut up in some prison experience, to go forward seems 

the very last thing you can do. But I repeat it – there is always, in the 

end, a way forward for God‟s dear people. 

 
“Jesus Christ, your Father‟s Son, 

       Bids you undismayed go on.” 

J. Cennick 

 

I think of Moses. I know I have spoken of this many times, but it comes 

to mind again; there may be a purpose in it. When the children of Israel 

needed water and they were ready to stone Moses, I think Moses might 

have been quite glad if the Lord had said: „Moses, you go back to those 

few sheep in Horeb; they didn‟t want to stone you. They were much 
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easier to manage.‟ But the Lord didn‟t say that, did He? Nor is He 

going to say that to you, tonight, either. It is not: „Go back.‟ It is not: 

„Lay aside the cross.‟ It is not: „Give up.‟ It is: “Go on.” He said to 

Moses: “Go on.” But how was Moses to “Go on?” “Take…thy rod.” 

What was Moses‟ rod? In one sense, it was that staff that God gave him 

through which God did some amazing things. But really, in a spiritual 

sense, Moses‟ rod was this; the word God spoke to him at the burning 

bush: “Certainly I will be with thee.” „There is your rod, Moses. There 

it is! Take the rod.‟ Then again, he had to take it where? To the rock in 

Horeb. What was he to do with it? He would have dearly loved, in his 

natural man, perhaps, to smite those rebellious Israelites, which seemed 

their just desert. „No, Moses. You are to smite the rock.‟ Of course, we 

read in Corinthians that “that Rock was Christ.” What Moses saw there 

were the sufferings of Christ; his own sufferings vanished as he 

contemplated what the dear Saviour would suffer on his behalf in due 

time. And so, friends, will your sufferings vanish, when you get a 

glimpse of His sufferings. Hear from Hebrews 12 again: “Consider 

Him that endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest ye 

be wearied and faint in your minds.” That will give you a „dead lift,‟ as 

the Puritans used to say. That will enable you to go on, to press on. A 

sight of Jesus in the sinner‟s place; a sight of a suffering Saviour! 

 

“He smote the rock.” And what happened? “The waters gushed out; 

they ran in the dry places like a river.” He could go on, because the 

people were satisfied, their need was met and another deliverance 

wrought. On he could go. And every „Ebenezer‟ stone you have like 

that, dear friends, is God‟s witness to you that the way of faith is 

always onwards. On, on, on, until that last step through “the valley of 

the shadow of death.” And what does He say there? “When thou 

passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, 

they shall not overflow thee.” On, on, until at last your redeemed spirit, 

child of God, leaves this cumbrous clay and joins “the spirits of just 

men made perfect.” Holding a palm of victory in your hand, crying, 

“worthy is the Lamb.” “These are they which came out of great 

tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the 

blood of the Lamb.” Will you be there? Will I be there? Go back to 
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Hebrews 11 again: “These all died in faith.” That is how they died. And 

if we are to die right, that is the way you must die, and I must die. So 

then, may God, whose dear Son is the Author and the Finisher of our 

faith, so deal graciously with us each, that we be not destitute of that 

faith, but like dear Matthew, rise up, and follow Him. 

Amen. 


