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Sermon preached at Old Baptist Chapel, Chippenham 

by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Lord’s Day evening, 17th January, 2016 

 

   Text: “For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus 

Christ, and Him crucified.” 1 Corinthians 2, verse 2. 

 

The Apostle Paul had a special affection for the Church at Corinth. 

It was this great city, to which he was sent by God as an ambassador for 

Christ. When Paul arrived, before he began his ministry and before any 

success had attended his preaching; the Lord said: “I have much people 

in this city.” That tells us something very precious about the purposes 

of God. It tells us that even before a sinner is called by grace, even 

before he knows anything of the preciousness of Christ, even when he 

is yet dead in trespasses and sins, even when he is still in the darkness 

of unbelief, and even when he is still a willing tool of Satan; if God has 

set his eternal love upon him in the covenant of grace, He looks on that 

sinner as His. Though that sinner is fallen in Adam and though lost in 

the fall, yet He looks on that sinner as His. And there were many in the 

city of Corinth upon whom the Lord looked like that; one here and 

another there who were His in the covenant of grace. His, to be brought 

to know a precious Christ by the Holy Spirit. The Apostle Paul was to 

be a great instrument in God’s hand in the bringing of these sheep and 

these lambs into the fold of Christ. So, you can see how precious 

Corinth was to Paul.  

 

Secondly, whereas in some of the other cities, for example 

Thessalonica, Philippi and Ephesus; Paul suffered much persecution (he 

was physically set upon, his life in danger), while he was at Corinth 

God put a shield about him. He told Paul: “No man shall set on thee to 

hurt thee:” And that was so. This shows us, dear friends, that those 

forces of evil that sometimes come against the Church of Christ are 

under His control. They can only go as far as God permits. When God 

says: “Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further,” their proud waves will 

be stayed. If God puts a shield around one of His people, neither the 

devil, the world, the flesh or sinners can break through it. That is a 
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mercy is it not? Oh, then may we know that sovereign protection 

ourselves, for we need it in this dark and evil world in which we are 

living!   

 

Well, this is why Paul had such affection for the Church at Corinth. 

God abundantly blessed his labours, and not only his labours, but those 

of Apollos, Peter and others, so that a large and flourishing Church 

grew up in this city. Many were called out of darkness into the 

marvellous light of the gospel. Many lives were changed. Many lives 

were turned upside down by the apostle’s preaching, and that of his 

fellow labourers. It was a pleasant scene.  The kingdom of Christ was 

growing, and the kingdom of Satan was being encroached upon. And, 

you can be sure, dear friends, when that is taking place; that Satan will 

not sit idly by, and watch indifferently. He hated to see any hint of 

prosperity at Corinth. So, in one way or another, by various means, he 

sought to infect the Church of God at Corinth. You can read through 

this epistle and see the ways in which Satan gained an entrance and 

caused havoc among godly people. He caused much difficulty to the 

believers at Corinth. 

 

The Apostle Paul was inspired by the Holy Ghost to write to this 

Church. He tells us here of the Spirit of which he wrote, of the Saviour 

which he came to preach among them. He took the cross of Christ and 

he planted it right in the midst of Corinth. In everything he said, 

whether it was doctrine, experience or precept, he pointed to the cross 

of Christ.  This was his standard, this was his example and this was the 

source of his strength. To this cross he pointed sinners and saints. And, 

God blessed such preaching. Many things were done in Corinth. You 

can read in the second chapter how many things were put right, and the 

Church began to flourish again under the good hand of God. 

 

Well, these things were written many, many years ago (well-nigh 

two thousand years ago) but the needs of sinners have not changed, and 

the needs of the Church have not changed.  You may say, ‘Well, we are 

not like Corinth!’  Well, my dear friends, let me just say this to you. I 

say it in love, but let me just remind you that if you think that you need 
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the gospel less than anyone else in this house of prayer, you do not yet 

know your own heart. If you think you need the gospel less than those 

who never darken the doors here; those who have antipathy even 

towards the very name of Christ, you do not know your own heart. If 

you knew your own heart as Paul knew his, you would have to say this: 

“Sinners; of whom I am chief.” Paul would say: ‘None needed the 

gospel more than me!’ He did not point a finger elsewhere, he looked at 

his own heart. ‘I am the chief of sinners. I am the one who needs the 

gospel the most!’ And when you are in that frame, dear friends, you are 

no harm to anybody else. You are in a right frame. You then take the 

lowest seat, and look only to a precious Christ for the needs of your 

never-dying soul. This is the background, then, to our text this evening 

hour.  

 

I want just to draw a few thoughts from it for your guidance, 

encouragement, and, yes, maybe correction, because all of us need that 

as well. “For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus 

Christ, and Him crucified.” 

 

The first thing we must notice is Paul’s determination. Paul was a 

very determined character. When he was known as Saul of Tarsus, he 

was very determined in the devil’s service. He was a determined 

persecutor, a determined blasphemer, a determined advocate for the Old 

Testament and a determined opposer to “Christ, and Him crucified.” 

Paul was, by nature, a very determined man. But, sovereign grace 

determined, with a determination stronger than Saul’s determination, to 

take hold of this determined character and turn all that determination in 

another direction altogether, that he might determine to know nothing 

among men “save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” Paul’s 

determination, after his call by grace, was no less than it was before, 

except, dear friends, now, by grace, it was in the right direction.  Have 

your determinations been changed? I know we all have different 

dispositions. But, there is in all of us a determination in certain matters; 

things we are determined to do. And, very sadly, you and I have a heart 

that is determined to sin. We must be honest about it, dear friends. Do 

you know that? Do you believe that? It is true. Your heart is determined 
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in its determination to sin. It is its element, and it determines to follow 

those paths which encourage the sin within. 

 

But, if you are to be saved from that determination in your old 

nature, which is very great, very strong, very deep and very persistent; 

you need the Lord to do the same for you that He did for the Apostle 

Paul. You need a greater determination: something greater than your 

old nature, greater than your heart with which you were born, greater 

than that self-will, greater than that self-righteousness, greater than that 

love of the world, greater than that unbelief which by nature is so innate 

to you and to me, something greater than that. Where is it to come 

from? Let us pause a moment. Paul’s determination did not come, as it 

were, from his character, though he was a determined man. There was 

something deeper than that. The determination that now possessed 

Paul’s heart, soul and mind came from a different source altogether 

than that of the natural man. You think of Paul’s Master, our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. On one occasion we read: “When the time was 

come that He should be received up, He stedfastly set His face to go to 

Jerusalem.” There you see the determination of the incarnate Son of 

God. To go to Gethsemane, and to take in His hand the cup His Father 

gave Him to drink and to drain it to the very last drop of its 

condemnation and curse on behalf of His dear people! He was 

determined to go to the cross, though Peter takes a sword to hinder 

Him. “Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which My Father hath 

given Me, shall I not drink it?” 

 

Determinedly He goes to the judgment hall. You say, ‘But He was 

led there.’ “As a Lamb to the slaughter.” Indeed He was, but, dear 

friends, there was determination there. He could have resisted them. He 

could have destroyed them in a moment with the breath of His mouth, 

were that His will so to do. But, determined to go to Calvary; “He is 

brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 

dumb, so He openeth not His mouth.” He is led along the streets of 

Jerusalem, a baying multitude following Him, and, at last, hanging 

between two thieves, He bleeds, suffers, agonises and dies. And, 

throughout it all, there was a holy determination to do the will of His 
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Father, which was to be the sin-bearer for His people; to make an 

atonement for their sin, to bring in an everlasting righteousness and to 

pour “out His soul unto death” that sinners might live. Oh, bless God 

for the determination of the dear Lamb of God! Bless God for that 

determination in His holy Person to do what His dear Father bid Him 

do! “Wist ye not that I must be about My Father’s business?” 

 

Now, also accompanying that, and bless God for this as well; there 

is the determination of the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost, sent by the 

Father and the Son, is determined that those for whom the Saviour died, 

those for whom He laid down His life, those given to Him by the Father 

in the eternal covenant; will each be “a firebrand plucked out of the 

burning.” Those sinners shall be saved by grace as they will be dug out 

of the quarry of nature. They will know that great change that only 

grace can make. Bless God for the determination of the Spirit in this! 

Not proposing or suggesting, but, taking hold of the sinner. Good John 

Kent has it right:  

 
“The appointed time rolls on apace, 

Not to propose but call by grace; 

    To change the heart, renew the will, 

                                     And turn the feet to Zion’s hill.” 

J. Kent 

 

Bless God for that determined Holy Spirit who determined that that 

soul will not perish in his sins, determined that unbelief will not drag 

him to hell, determined that the devil will not drag him to eternal 

misery, determined to separate him from what he is by nature, 

determined to separate him from the world around him and from all that 

would hinder his soul from the way of salvation! Friends, bless God for 

the determination of the Holy Ghost. 

 

From those two blessed determined Ones in the Trinity, the Father 

sending them both, the whole Trinity is engaged in it; Paul’s 

determination came. There is the source of it, and there is the strength 

of it. There is the well of salvation that he drank so deeply to enable 
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him to write as he did to the Church at Corinth, and to endure what he 

did as an ambassador of Christ. 

 

Let me pause here a moment. We are living in dangerous and 

perilous times. We know not what may come upon us yet as a nation 

and upon those who believe on a precious Christ; those who bear His 

holy name. You may wonder how you would stand in such a day as 

Paul had to face. He was stoned on one occasion, and also shipwrecked, 

persecuted and beaten. Would you stand?  Well, you would stand only 

if you had the same source of determination as Paul had. He says: “I 

can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” Again, I 

pause here a moment, a side thought. Sometimes the side thoughts are 

the ones the Lord uses, strangely enough. A side thought: “It shall be 

given you in that same hour what ye shall speak.” Whatever need may 

arise, trembling believer, “it shall be given you in that same hour what 

ye shall speak.” Grace for the hour, strength for the hour and wisdom 

for the hour. I was going to say, Christ for the hour, you understand 

what I mean. Bless God for it. “It shall be given you in that same hour 

what ye shall speak.” 

 

But, to return to Paul’s determination.  It was one of the martyrs, 

who, the night before they were burned at the stake, put his finger in the 

flame of a candle. He could not bear it! And yet, the next day, when 

they were literally burned to death, they stood there calmly as if they 

felt nothing. “It shall be given you in that same hour.” But, friends, do 

take warning here. Peter, if he was here in this pulpit, would tell you: 

you need to be kept. 

 
                             “Trust not to joyous fancies, 

Light hearts, or smooth behaviour.” 

J. Hart 

 

Trust not to self-will and self-determination. No! You need to draw 

deeply from the well of salvation; of Christ’s determination to save 

sinners. That is what you need and what I need. Do remember that. Let 

us not set a false example here. We need to be drawing wisdom, 
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righteousness, sanctification and redemption from the dear Saviour. 

That is what Paul tells us in the previous chapter. 

 

To come back to our text: “For I determined not to know any thing 

among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” What Paul is saying 

here is that he is not going to be engaged in a party spirit. It seems there 

were strong family connections of various sorts in Corinth, but they 

were not going to sway him.  There were those who, no doubt, were 

very wealthy and supported the Church well, but they were not going to 

sway him. There were those, perhaps, who were very forceful in their 

opinions; those who could argue their case and debate it very strongly, 

but they were not going to change Paul’s determination. Paul was going 

to be no respecter of any man, just as the Lord bids us to be. God is not 

a respecter of persons. In that respect, family names and connections 

mean nothing to God. Our reputation among men is nothing.  Salvation 

is of grace. 

 
“Free grace to such as sinners be.” 

C. Cole 
 

Bless God for that. 

 

There are no superior Christians in God’s account. All were lost in 

Adam; all fell in Adam, and all equally came to that base, wretched 

condition: “dead in trespasses and sins.” Every one of them needs the 

same blessed Spirit to quicken them. Every one needs the same blood to 

cleanse them and the same Saviour to save them. There is no respecter 

of persons with God, in that respect. All are equal. What a mercy! So, 

Paul must not vaunt himself against Peter, nor Peter against Apollos. 

No. There is a blessed equality here in God’s sight, because it is in 

Christ we are found. 

 

“For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus 

Christ, and Him crucified.” Let us look, then, at this sweet and precious 

term: “Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” Firstly, we will dwell on the 

name: Jesus Christ: the name above every name, the name that fills 
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heaven with joy this evening hour, the name that “is as ointment poured 

forth;” the name that has comforted many on a dying bed, or in a path 

of affliction or in the deep waters: the name of Jesus.  

 

Many years ago, I was called by the matron of the Leonora Home 

to go and visit a resident who had suddenly been taken into hospital and 

was apparently unconscious. I knew this lady, I believe she was a godly 

woman.  I was asked if I would go and visit her and pray by her 

bedside. Although they thought she was past that, they wanted someone 

to visit her. I stood by her bedside and tried to talk to her, but there was 

no response. I mentioned my name, but there was still no response. In 

the end, I thought I would try just one last thing. So, I said: ‘Is Jesus 

precious to you?’ And with a voice that could be heard all over the 

ward, she answered: ‘Yes!’ You see, the name of Jesus was the one 

thing her mind was fastened on in that most solemn part of life’s 

journey. “For I determined not to know any thing among you, save 

Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” 

 

“Jesus.” What does the name mean? As I have told you recently, 

Joseph and Mary did not name the Child of their own volition. He was 

named by God the Father. God the Father gave Him His name. How 

thankful we should be for that! Because, by God the Father giving Him 

that name, He gave Him His commission, I say that most reverently, to 

save His people from their sins. And will the dear Father, the first 

person of the Trinity, turn away a coming sinner who pleads the name 

that He gave to His dear Son; the Advocate, the High Priest to bear in 

His human nature? No! No! The Father loves to hear His children plead 

that name. It delighted Him to give it to His dear Son. It delights Him to 

hear sinners plead it.  So, Paul says, ‘It is not my name. It is not 

Apollos or Cephas. It is Jesus.’ “Jesus! the name I love so well,” one 

wrote. You have been singing of it in your hymn just now.  

 
“What think you of Christ? is the test.” 

J. Newton 

 

Could you pass the test this evening? “Unto you therefore which 
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believe He is precious.” His name is precious! “JESUS: for He shall,” 

not might, not maybe, not perhaps, not almost; “He shall save His 

people from their sins.” He shall save them from what they are by 

nature, from what their sins deserve and from the dominion of their 

sins.  Oh, blessed be God for the name of Jesus!” It is the name He 

bears as the Man Christ Jesus. It is the reminder of His holy humanity: 

body and soul. This real Person, “made like unto His brethren;” 

“Jesus.” 

 

But, secondly: “Christ.” Here we have His anointing. For although 

He was and is a true man, of that the Word of God is very clear, He is 

also the Anointed One. This is a wonderful thing. The anointing is in 

two ways. Firstly, there is the divine nature of the Godhead: the second 

Person of the Trinity taking into union with His divine Person this other 

nature. Thus, there was an anointing because of the union between the 

Son of God in His Godhead and that sacred humanity which He 

assumed in the womb of the virgin. There was an anointing: a 

wonderful anointing. Secondly, the Holy Ghost dwelt in our Lord Jesus, 

and still dwells in Him, without measure. Now, every child of God here 

tonight in Old Baptist Chapel (and the Lord knows who they are), has a 

distinguishing mark. And the distinguishing mark they have is this: 

they have a measure of the Spirit of Christ; just a measure of it. God is 

a Sovereign; some are granted more of a measure than others. But, dear 

friends, none can begin to compare with that of the dear Saviour. There 

was no measure to the Holy Ghost given to Him. His was 

immeasurable, because He and His dear Father and the dear Spirit are 

one. “Jesus Christ.” The anointed One: verily God and verily man, 

“Emmanuel,” “God with us.” How Paul delighted then to speak of 

Jesus Christ! He never wearied of it, and I hope you may never weary 

of it. May I never weary of preaching this precious Christ; we wish we 

could preach of Him better than we do, we only scratch the surface. If 

only the dear Spirit would come and apply the truths of our preaching 

to your hearts, then you would begin to understand more and I would 

understand more, as well, of what we intend to set before you! But, 

nonetheless, we press on, with God’s help.  
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“Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” This was the one thing which 

made Saul of Tarsus stumble; that the One that this ‘strange sect,’ as he 

would call them, the Christians were following; was the One who hung 

on a tree between two thieves, and was buried in a tomb. True, they 

said He would rise again. But, before his conversion, Saul would have 

said: ‘I do not believe that. How can these people follow a man who 

came to such an ignominious death as He did? The Messiah I am 

looking for is going to be the King of Israel. He is going to sit on the 

throne of Israel. He is going to have dominion over all the nations, and 

Israel is going to be the first.’ That was Saul of Tarsus’s expectation of 

what the Messiah would do.  It was a national Messiah he was thinking 

of, and he could not think beyond that, either. But dear friends, the Lord 

Jesus Christ is King of kings and Lord of lords. He came not to 

establish a kingdom in a physical way like that on earth, though, 

blessed be God; in the hearts of many of His dear people His kingdom 

has been found on the face of this earth, because the kingdom of God is 

within them. Their hearts demonstrate whose they are and whom they 

serve. They are called from the four corners of this earth. Even in this 

dark and evil day there are those in whom the kingdom of Christ is 

found. 

 

But, Paul had to learn this for himself. He learnt it on the Damascus 

road. We read this morning his own account of his conversion. He 

heard that voice from heaven: “I am Jesus.” Just three words, there was 

more said we know, but just think of those three words: “I am Jesus.”  

Not: “I was Jesus.” “I am Jesus.”  That tells us two things, and Paul 

would have known what was meant. The great word “I AM” is the 

word of the Godhead. With the force and the power with which that 

was said, Paul would have known that this was One speaking to him 

who was equal with God. That is why he said: “Who art Thou, Lord?” 

He recognised the Godhead of the voice; the Deity of it and the 

Divinity of it. 

 

But secondly, Paul recognised that here was One who had risen. 

This was the same Jesus who had hung on the cross, who had been 

crucified, who had been crowned with thorns, who had been pierced in 
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hands, feet and side, and had died between two thieves. Now he heard 

His voice! Now he heard a risen Jesus! So, he learned another lesson on 

the Damascus road: that Christ had risen. Not just crucified, we will 

come back to what happened on the cross in a moment, but, more than 

that; He was risen from the dead. That is why Paul said to King 

Agrippa “Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that 

God should raise the dead?” When faith is given, it is not incredible, is 

it? The believer then sees it as the fulfilment of God’s purposes as 

prophesied in the Old Testament. And, blessed be that people who have 

proved it for themselves!  They can say: ‘I know He lives. I have 

pleaded His name. It has been a living name, and there have been living 

answers given to me through that living, now risen Jesus.’ 

 

“For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus 

Christ, and Him crucified.” ‘Now,’ says Paul, and he would say this to 

us this evening hour if he were here: ‘why is the cross so special?’ Why 

does Paul refer to it again and again? Why did he not let the Churches 

at Corinth, Ephesus, Philippi, Thessalonica or Colosse forget it? And 

why would he not have you forget it, either? What is there about the 

cross of Christ that is so special? I am not talking about the wood on 

which our Lord hung. Sadly, there are those who have diverted from 

true religion who make much about that. I think if you go to Gloucester 

Cathedral, there is supposed to be a small fragment of the cross of 

Christ there. That is not what Paul means. And don’t think that that is 

what you should be looking for, either. 

 

Well, what do we mean by the cross of Christ?  Friends, it is what 

took place on the cross. What did take place on the cross? Firstly, let us 

be very clear. An innocent, holy, pure, undefiled man hung there. He 

had never transgressed the holy law of God in thought, word or deed.  

He had never contravened any one of the holy precepts of God’s Word, 

and never had any inclination so to do, not even in thought.  Never man 

came to his death like Christ did.  He did not have to look back on any 

part of His life and say: ‘I regret saying that or doing this.’  You and I 

are not like Him, are we? Even now, though we have not yet come to a 

death bed (though we may come very soon), we look back over our 
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lives with shame. There are things we said that we should never have 

said, and things we did not say we ought to have said. How different we 

are to this Man hanging on the centre cross! He hung there innocent, 

holy, harmless, undefiled and yet, dying.  You say: ‘The Word of God 

says that “the wages of sin is death,” so why is He dying? Why is the 

curse resting on Him when there is no sin found in Him?’ It is because, 

dear friends, He is hanging there “the Just for the unjust.” He is hanging 

there as the sinner’s Substitute and Surety. He is hanging there on 

behalf of others. And, though you cannot see it with the natural eye, the 

eye of faith discerns that on His holy shoulders and in His holy soul 

there was a burden: an intolerable burden to you and me, the burden of 

the sins of His dear people; the guilt of them, the ignominy of them, the 

shame of them and the debt of them. All were like a solemn, awesome 

millstone hung around the neck, I say that reverently, of the dear 

Redeemer. No wonder He sweat and groaned in Gethsemane’s garden! 

No wonder He wept on the cross! No wonder He cried: “My God, My 

God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” It was because He was bearing the 

curse for sin. And, it was not just for old sinners, but young sinners, 

too.  There are some young sinners here tonight.  Your life has been 

long enough to know you are a sinner and you need the Saviour, just as 

much as those of us who are older.  You need a precious Christ just as 

much: do remember that. Well, our Lord Jesus Christ hung there and 

endured in His holy body and soul that which was due to His Church. 

The hell that they deserved, He endured. This is substitution. Paul says: 

“For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, 

and Him crucified.” 

There are three wonderful blessings that flow from a crucified 

Christ. There are many others that we may hint at tonight, but I will 

mention just three of them.  The first is this. The condemnation that 

rests upon the Church of Christ as she fell in Adam passed completely 

from the Church to Christ. He bore the condemnation. He bore the 

curse. He endured the wrath. We have Romans 8 verse 1 to tell us this 

evening: “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 

Christ Jesus.” What is it to be “in Christ Jesus”? It is to be in union 

with Him. That means, as I said just now, having in your heart the same 
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Spirit that dwells without measure in Him; that is the union. What does 

it mean to be “in Christ Jesus”? It means you have fled for refuge to 

Christ. You have gone as a guilty, unworthy, hell-deserving sinner and 

you have sheltered beneath the blood of Christ. You have sheltered 

beneath the cross of Christ and you have sheltered beneath the over-

shadowing wings of Christ. You have fled for refuge; not loitered, no, 

fled! If you were in Chippenham High Street and a lion was there, you 

would run. You would not loiter, you would not hang about, would 

you? Well, dear friends, hell is pursuing you. Do you realise it? Then 

may you be fleeing; fleeing to a precious Christ. Those awakened by 

the Holy Spirit will do so. It is sad and solemn to see people loitering 

their way through this earth as if eternity were nothing, as if the soul 

were a thing of nought, as if the day of judgment was not a day they are 

to face and as if all they needed to do was to eat, to sleep, to drink and 

to be merry.  How solemn a waste of the time God has given them! 

So, firstly then, blessed be God, the curse has passed from the 

Church to Christ. Secondly, the obedience of Christ: that righteousness 

I hinted at just now; that purity, that holiness and that undefiled 

righteousness has passed from Christ to the Church.  “I lay down My 

life,” He says, “for the sheep.” And when He said that, it was not just 

that He just breathed out His last breath for the sheep, He did do that; it 

was His whole life from his first to His last breath. His whole life was 

laid down. He spent all His life weaving out a robe of righteousness for 

His Church. Every step, every breath and every word had this great end 

in view, and now He lays it down at the cross. He lays it down for His 

dear people. You have it in 2 Corinthians 5, “For He hath made Him to 

be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made,” listen to this; 

“the righteousness of God in Him;” Christ Jesus. “The righteousness of 

God.” Think of it! That is what He did at Calvary. 
 

“And, lest the shadow of a spot 

Should on my soul be found, 

               He took the robe the Saviour wrought, 

                                        And cast it all around.” 

I. Watts 

And, however guilty you are tonight, poor, trembling child of God; 
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however vile you may feel, however much a failure you may feel to be 

as you look back on all the blots and blemishes of your life, here is a 

Refuge. 

 
 “A refuge for sinners the gospel makes known; 

                          ’Tis found in the merits of Jesus alone; 

  The weary, the tempted, and burdened by sin, 

  Were never exempted from entering therein.” 

J. Kent 

 

Oh, hasten there, convinced sinner! Hasten there, guilty sinner! This is 

the only safe place for you: Christ’s obedience and Christ’s blessed 

robe of righteousness. 

 

Thirdly, what else did He do at Calvary? He cleared the debt for 

His dear people. This is a solemn thing to have to say, but it is true. All 

the tears, groans and agonies of a lost eternity will not put away or 

atone for one sin, remember that. That is why there is no end to the 

miseries of a lost eternity; there can be no end to it.  You say: ‘Why do 

those agonies and sorrows that are definitely known in that awesome 

place, not atone for sin?’ Because they are not holy sufferings, that is 

why. The sufferings of Christ were holy sufferings, holy agonies, holy 

tears, holy sighs, holy groans and a holy sense of the wrath of God, if 

you understand me aright. In His holy Person, He understood the 

weight that was pressing upon Him. But; He never murmured or 

repined. There were no rebellious thoughts under it. It was a holy 

sacrifice that was made, and thus, God’s holy law is completely 

satisfied by it. He gave the Holy Ghost. 

 

The Word of God has given us three testimonies that the sacrifice 

has been received and the debt has been cleared. Firstly, when our Lord 

cried: “It is finished”, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the 

top to the bottom. I am told that veil was several centimetres thick. No 

man could have torn it, but it was torn from the top to the bottom. That 

shows no man could do it. An invisible hand rent it. As the veil of 

Christ’s flesh was rent by the soldier, so the invisible hand of God rent 
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the veil of the temple, and the way into the holiest of all was made 

manifest by the blood of Christ. The door was opened. That veil would 

never have been rent if the law had not been satisfied. 

 

Secondly, there is the empty tomb. Yes, the empty tomb. Poor Mary 

Magdalene shed bitter tears because the tomb was empty. “They have 

taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him.” Oh, 

Mary, cannot you see the empty tomb is your salvation? “Delivered for 

our offences, and was raised again for our justification.” I only noticed 

yesterday, reading one good man’s writings (a man now in glory) who 

said this: that when our Lord greeted Mary at the tomb, He did not call 

her Mary Magdalene, He just called her Mary.  Did you notice that? 

Why did He not use the word Magdalene? It was because the word 

Magdalene reminded her of when she was possessed with seven devils, 

and all the ill that went with it.  That has all gone!  The blood had 

washed it away. “No condemnation.” That is a mercy, isn’t it?  “Jesus 

saith unto her, Mary.” There is something very sweet there, isn’t there?  

 

The third witness we have that the law was satisfied is that He 

ascended into heaven. The pearly gates of the celestial city opened to 

receive Him, as Psalm 24 tells us. “Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even 

lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.” 

And He did go in. Friends, had there been the least blemish on His 

holy, Person; had one sin remained unatoned for, those gates would not 

have opened. 

 
                                         “Nought that defileth, 

                                           Nought that defileth 

                                           Can ever enter in.” 

M. A. Deck 

 

But, He did enter in, and, in so doing, He has mystically taken the 

whole election of grace with Him. The whole Church of Christ has 

gone in with Him. And, as surely as He sits there, so everyone born 

again of the Spirit and quickened by the Spirit will be with Him in 

glory when time shall be no more. No wonder Paul says: “I determined 
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not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him 

crucified.” This eclipsed all the difficulties that were disturbing the 

Church at Corinth. ‘This is the one thing needful,’ he would say. ‘If 

only your faith had been fixed on this, you would find all these other 

things would take their proper place, and the crooked made straight and 

the rough made plain.’ “Look unto Me,” says the dear Saviour, “and be 

ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.”  

 

Well, may you and I, by God’s grace, determine to know nothing 

among men, “save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” 

Amen 

 


