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Text:  “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one 
to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”  
Isaiah 53, verse 6

As the holy child, Jesus, was brought up in that humble home in 
Nazareth, and, no doubt, taken to the synagogue, Sabbath by Sabbath, 
to hear the law and the prophets read, He would have heard this chapter 
read and He would have heard this verse read. And, being who He was, 
and is – the eternal God in our nature, He would have known that the 
things  spoken  of  there  were  things  that  He  was  to  fulfil.  What  a 
mystery! But what love in His loving heart, that when it came to the 
time of His public ministry, that holy determination was found in His 
sacred Person. He said: “I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how 
am I straitened till it be accomplished!” What was that baptism? He had 
already been baptized  at  Jordan in  water,  which  was a  type  of  His 
sufferings. But now we have before us that baptism of suffering. And it 
was indeed an immersion. All God’s waves and God’s billows rolled 
over Him as He fulfilled, for love’s sake, what our text speaks of this 
evening.

Really, we have three characters in our text. First of all, we have the 
Good Shepherd. That is the One on whom is laid the iniquity.  He is 
“holy,  harmless, undefiled,  separate from sinners.” Yet we read in 2 
Corinthians 5: “Made…sin.” Not ‘made a sinner.’ That could never be. 
But He was made a sin offering; the curse of the law coming upon Him 
as that imputed burden needed to be atoned for.

Secondly, we have the One who laid on Him the iniquity. Who was 
that? He is God the Father; the dear Father of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. He said: “I…came not to do Mine own will, but the will 
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of Him that sent Me.” In the Garden of Gethsemane, He said: “The cup 
which My Father hath given Me, shall I not drink it?” This was the cup 
that was given Him, that,  on Him should be laid the iniquity of the 
Church; His flock, His sheep.

Then  we  have  these  wandering,  straying,  selfish  and  rebellious 
sheep who the prophet  is  describing:  “All  we like  sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own way.” Love divine binds 
God the Father, God the Son, yes, and God the Spirit to these straying 
sheep. Not all the wanderings; not all the strayings will alter or change 
that love that He fixed on them even before they ever had a being.

How solemn it is to consider the nature of the sheep! “We…have 
gone astray; we have turned every one to our own way.” You see this in 
three particular ways in our meditation this evening. First of all, sheep 
go astray when they lose sight of the Shepherd. That is so, of course, in 
Eastern countries, when the shepherd goes before. It is the wisdom of 
the sheep to keep their eye on the shepherd, and to closely follow the 
footsteps of the shepherd. But when they lose sight of the shepherd; 
when they stray and wander into other paths, it is because they have 
lost sight of him whom it is their wisdom to follow.

Secondly, they go astray because their own disposition is a straying 
one. It is natural for sheep to stray. It is natural for you and I to stray 
from the good and right way.

The  third  reason why they  stray  is  because  sheep  follow.  They 
follow other straying sheep. If one sheep gets through a hole, you will 
soon find others following on. And, it seems, they never find their own 
way back.  It  is  natural  for  a  sheep  to  follow anyone  but  the  Good 
Shepherd. That is, in their natural state. All this is grieving to God the 
Father, yea, and grieving to God the Son, and the Spirit. They would 
have been perfectly just, in their Persons, in that one undivided Trinity, 
to  have  left  these  sheep  to  stray  into  hell;  to  wander  through  this 
wilderness into eternal  misery,  and slip  over that  precipice into hell 
with their dying breath. But no, in the purposes of the covenant, God 
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determined that these sheep would be turned. Yes, they turn to their 
own way; their own understanding. But grace – free grace – will turn 
them another way. We read that, when Peter comments on this verse in 
1 Peter: “For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto 
the  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  your  souls.”  “Returned.”  Are  you  a 
returned sheep? How is the sheep returned? The Lord Jesus tells us of 
that one sheep that went wandering and straying in the wilderness. The 
Good Shepherd went out to find him.  And when He found him,  He 
didn’t kick him; He didn’t beat him. He picked him up and laid him on 
His  shoulders,  and brought  him back,  rejoicing.  What  a  mercy God 
knows how to bring His sheep back!

“Love has redeemed His sheep with blood;
  And love will bring them safe to God;”

 “’Twas love that took their cause in hand,
    And love maintains it to the end.”

W. Gadsby

Are  you  one  of  these  straying  sheep,  tonight?  Have  you  strayed  in 
thought? Have you strayed in word? Have you strayed in deed? Is this 
your  confession  before  Almighty  God,  this  evening  hour:  you  have 
turned every one to your own way? Is this the shame you feel, where 
your own foolish nature has led you; got you into the ditch; guilt upon 
your conscience; hardness of heart,  perhaps, because of sin? Sin is a 
deceitfully hardening thing. But, what is the remedy? Where are you to 
look? Where are the sheep to be looking in this condition, when they 
realize the solemnity of their straying condition? I like the way Psalm 
119 ends. It is a very beautiful prayer, isn’t it? “I have gone astray like 
a lost sheep; seek Thy servant; for I do not forget Thy commandments.” 
We may come to that word again, in a moment. But, dear friends, it is a 
wonderful thing to be sought out. Sometimes God sends His ministers a 
word to seek out a child of God in this straying condition. Sometimes 
He sends a rod – not unkindly,  not unjustly,  nor unfairly.  He sends 
something to bring the sheep to its senses; something that awakens it to 
its straying condition. And then, to use the analogy, it begins to bleat. It 
bleats for the Shepherd to come and find it; it bleats to be restored; it 

3



bleats to be renewed, rebuilt. Is that where you are, this evening hour? 
“Seek Thy servant; for I do not forget Thy commandments.”

Now, what will draw the sheep back? They are drawn back when 
they  see  the  iniquity  of  their  straying  ways  laid  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. When they see those sins which have brought the curse and the 
condemnation of divine justice laid upon Another, then that, above all 
things, is used by Almighty God to bring them back.

“Law and terrors do but harden,
All the while they work alone;

    But a sense of blood-bought pardon
Soon dissolves a heart of stone.”

J. Hart

To see your guilt; my guilt, causing the sweat, the toil, the tears and the 
blood of Gethsemane, and the agony of Calvary; to see your sins and 
my sins causing that darkness that our Lord endured on Calvary’s cross 
– this is that that will break the back of our sins; this is that that will 
soften the hardest heart; this will overcome the most persistent of all 
sins that may afflict these wandering sheep. Oh! to enjoy a “moment 
rich in blessing, which before the cross I spend.” Oh! that you might 
see  that  solemn,  sacred  connection  between  your  sins  and  His 
sufferings. Friends, if there is no connection between your sins and His 
suffering,  you are  a lost  soul.  Remember  that.  These are those vital 
things  that  all  of  you  should  be  concerned  about.  Is  there  a  sacred 
connection between your sins and His sufferings? In other words, is He 
your Substitute? You say: ‘I wish I knew.’ Well, there is a venturing. 
We sung in that little hymn:

“My faith would lay her hand
 On that dear head of Thine;

          While like a penitent I stand,
  And there confess my sin.”

I. Watts
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There is a venturing for those who long to know and feel their interest 
in Christ’s blood. How they want to know it! They want to be assured 
of it. They want to know, that when He cried “it is finished”, that their 
curse was removed, that their sin was put away and that their salvation 
was sealed with the blood of the Lamb. “The LORD hath laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all.”

Now, if you get a glimpse of this, what effect will this have on your 
straying feet  and your  wandering heart?  Why,  dear friends, this will 
draw you  into  the  path  of  obedience.  What  did  the  psalmist  say in 
Psalm  119?  “Seek  Thy  servant;  for  I  do  not  forget  Thy 
commandments.” They are no longer a thing of light matter. They are 
no longer a thing to be disregarded. Now there is a holy desire to be 
found in the “footsteps of the flock.” “Tell me, O Thou whom my soul 
loveth, where Thou feedest,  where Thou makest Thy flock to rest at 
noon: for why should I be as one that turneth aside by the flocks of Thy 
companions? If thou know not, O thou fairest among women, go thy 
way forth by the footsteps of the flock, and feed thy kids beside the 
shepherds’ tents.” In a sense, the sheep are like Peter, when the angel 
touched him in the prison cell. You say: ‘What do you mean?’ What do 
we read in that very remarkable scene in Acts 12? “Gird thyself, and 
bind on thy sandals. And so he did…Cast thy garment about thee, and 
follow me.” Four things the angel bid him do. “Gird thyself”  Why? 
Because,  dear friends,  there are many hindrances.  If  an eastern man 
wanted to run, he would need to gird his flowing robe tightly,  so he 
wasn’t tripped up. We need to be girded with truth; girded with holy 
doctrine; girded with an understanding with the way of salvation. Then: 
“Bind on thy sandals.” There is a path to be walked, isn’t there? “Thy 
shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy strength be.” 
And we read of the sandals or of “feet shod” in Ephesians, where the 
apostle says they are “the preparation of the gospel of peace.” I like that 
word “preparation,” because,  when the gospel comes,  it  prepares the 
feet to walk; to run. “Bind on thy sandals.” Then: “Cast thy garment 
about  thee.”  What  garment  is  that?  In  the  spiritual  sense,  it  is  the 
obedience of Christ.
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“Righteousness within thee rooted
May appear to take thy part;

   But let righteousness imputed
Be the breastplate of thy heart.”

J. Hart

 “Cast  thy  garment  about  thee.”  And  then:  “Follow  Me”  –  the 
Shepherd; the One from whom we strayed;  the One from whom we 
wandered. “Follow Me,” He says. You know how precious that word is 
when  we  are  in  the  love  of  Christ.  It  is  no  legal  duty;  it  is  not  a 
burdensome thing, or an onerous thing. The Lord Jesus Christ said that 
His ‘burden is easy; it is light.’ When the love of Christ is shed abroad 
in our hearts, then it is a sweet thing. This is what Peter says in His first 
Epistle: “As obedient children” – made obedient by the love of Christ. 
Oh, it is a wonderful thing to see these sheep in new paths! Paths they 
would never have chosen by nature; paths they would have shied away 
from,  but  now  brought  into  the  path  of  repentance;  that  path  of 
confession; that  path of looking unto Jesus;  that  path of faith in the 
precious  blood  of  Christ;  that  path  where  they  watch  the  Good 
Shepherd to see which way He is leading. They desire to be in no other 
place  but  the  “footsteps  of  the  flock.”  Friends,  if  you  should  get  a 
gospel  view of  this  word  this  evening,  then  you  will  find  a  sweet 
delight in following as close as you can to the Good Shepherd. He says:

“Dread no ills that can befall you,
  While you make (My) ways your choice.”

J. Fawcett

 How different from those ways that we chose in our unregeneracy. 
And sadly and solemnly, some of us chose even after we had professed 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We continually wander and stray, 
don’t we? But how blessed to be brought back! Restored. “He restoreth 
my soul: He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s 
sake.”

Amen.
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