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Prayer Meeting Address 
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by Mr. G. D. Buss 

on Wednesday evening, 17
th
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Text:  “For he hath wrought with God this day.” 1 Samuel 14, part of 

verse 45. 

 

 Of all the characters in the Holy Word of God of whom we are told are 

people of God, Jonathan stands out as one of the most gracious examples 

of a close follower of almighty God. There is something about this godly 

man’s disposition which is so Christlike, that surely any who desire to be 

followers of Christ would say – reading of his life – “Let a double portion 

of thy spirit be upon me.” 

 

You know that Jonathan was the son of King Saul. There was a great 

difference between these two men. I am not speaking about their 

disposition. The great difference, sadly, was grace. Though King Saul had 

gifts – quite a large measure of gifts, to be the king – it would appear, 

certainly as his life unfolded, that that vital element of grace was lacking. 

And, in the end, we find he destroys his own life by falling on his own 

sword in despair. His son, Jonathan, had grace. So we are immediately 

faced with that vital principle that grace is not hereditary – it is the 

sovereign gift of almighty God. 

 

The name ‘Jonathan’ means ‘beloved of God.’ So it evidently was true 

in this man’s case. He was one who was so loved of almighty God as to be 

given grace. That is the greatest degree of love God shows to His dear 

people – grace. Separating grace, saving grace, sanctifying grace, securing 

grace, sustaining grace – all coming through the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through His cross, through His blood, through His merits and 

through His love. Although Jonathan lived centuries before the coming 

Saviour, we would be well persuaded to believe that he was looking, with 

humble faith, toward the coming of the One upon whom his hope for 

salvation rested. 
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 At this time, King Saul was in the earlier part of his reign, and was 

supposed to be fighting the Lord’s battles. Instead, we find this sullen lack 

in Saul; this lack of faith. It is evident that, when those enemies, the 

Philistines, rose up, Saul hesitates. He stands back in his tent, not knowing 

what to do. And because he lacked this vital thing, faith, he had not the 

courage nor the wisdom to handle the matter wisely, and thus find good. 

So, there was Saul trembling in his tent, the Philistines ranging the 

countryside at their own will, and we come to this godly man, Jonathan. 

Both he and his armourbearer seemed to be in a different spirit. We read 

earlier in this chapter the words of Jonathan: “Come, and let us go over 

unto the garrison of these uncircumcised: it may be that the LORD will 

work for us: for there is no restraint to the LORD to save by many or by 

few.” That was the language of faith. It was not presumption. He asked for 

a sign. The sign would be that if the Philistines said: “Come up unto us”, 

then they would go up. If they said “Tarry until we come to you”, they 

would take it as a sign from the Lord that they were not to go up. They 

would not have presumed to go up without the Lord’s permission, and 

without the Lord’s commission. And so we find that the sign was given. In 

verse 12 we read: “Jonathan said unto his armourbearer, Come up after 

me: for the LORD hath delivered them into the hand of Israel.” These two 

men climbed up this steep hill to reach these Philistines, and slew about 

twenty men. So we find, in verse 23, that, after a great battle, the Lord 

began to work. “So the LORD saved Israel that day: and the battle passed 

over unto Bethaven.” Here was a mighty victory wrought by God, and the 

instrument was His servant, Jonathan. 

 

But there was another thing that took place. (We did not read of it, but 

we will just notice it, because it has to do with our text.) That is, that while 

Jonathan was away with his armourbearer, engaged in this combat, Saul 

made a most foolish command; even as strong as an oath. That was that no 

one was to eat anything until the evening, so he might be avenged on his 

enemies. The inevitable effect of that was, of course, that these men were 

weak and not able to follow after the Philistines as quickly and as 

courageously as they might have done. And, as Jonathan said later on, 

“My father hath troubled the land,” by making this foolish adjuration. 

Jonathan didn’t hear of it. But we read in verse 26 and 27: “And when the 

people were come into the wood, behold, the honey dropped; but no man 

put his hand to his mouth: for the people feared the oath. But Jonathan 
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heard not when his father charged the people with the oath: wherefore he 

put forth the end of the rod that was in his hand, and dipped it in an 

honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth; and his eyes were 

enlightened.” He dipped his rod in the honey. We have two other cases of 

‘dipping’, in faith. When Ruth was called to Boaz’s meal table, he said: 

“Dip thy morsel in the vinegar.” I believe that is a type of the fellowship of 

Christ’s sufferings. Friends, when we are enabled to do that, what a 

blessing it is to our souls! How it makes the crooked straight and the rough 

plain in our hearts, and makes us willing to bear the cross and the reproach 

for Christ’s sake! When did you last ‘dip your morsel in the vinegar’?  

 

Then we have the blessing of Asher. “Let him dip his foot in oil.” 

There we have the work of the blessed and Holy Spirit – so essential to the 

ministry, and so essential to God’s dear people in their following. How can 

we walk in God’s ways unless our feet be dipped in the oil of the Spirit? 

 

And now we have Jonathan dipping his rod in an honeycomb. What 

does that set before us? Well, many things. It could be the sweetness of 

Christ. That is a blessed honeycomb, isn’t it? “Thy name is as ointment 

poured forth, therefore do the virgins love Thee.” If we dip our rod – by 

God’s grace – in that honeycomb, what a blessing that is to God’s people! 

There is the honeycomb of His “exceeding great and precious promises” – 

sweet promises; exceedingly great. ‘Yea and Amen in Christ Jesus.’ That 

is a blessed honeycomb. Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and 

Thy Word was unto me the joy and the rejoicing of mine heart.” Or, as the 

psalmist said: “How sweet are Thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than 

honey to my mouth!” So it is. Friends, I say, when did you last dip your 

rod in the honeycomb of the gospel, and it came up, as it were, dripping 

with the preciousness of Christ and enlightened your eyes, like it did to 

Jonathan? It brought fresh vision, it brought fresh strength, it brought fresh 

faith and it brought fresh courage. 

 

Then, of course, this matter moves on. At last, the Lord is silent to 

Saul. He wants to know the reason, Saul and Jonathan are taken and 

eventually they cast lots. Then Jonathan is taken and confesses. “I did but 

taste a little honey with the end of the rod that was in mine hand, and, lo, I 

must die.” Saul had said that whoever did so, would die. And Saul was 

quite ready to slay his son. Then we have our text. “And the people said 
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unto Saul, Shall Jonathan die, who hath wrought this great salvation in 

Israel? God forbid: as the LORD liveth, there shall not one hair of his head 

fall to the ground; for he hath wrought with God this day. So the people 

rescued Jonathan, that he died not.” “For he hath wrought with God this 

day.” Now, dear friends, when we are like Jonathan, and we have 

“wrought with God”, then, then the victory is gained. If we go in our own 

strength, if we go in our own wisdom and if we go in our own name, we 

are bound to miserably fail. But, how wonderful it is when we are enabled 

to go when God, as it were, is holding us. We read of good Joseph that 

“His bow abode in strength.” Why did it abide in strength? Because the 

arms of the mighty God of Jacob were holding his arms – that was the 

strength of his bow. That is what Jonathan had. The arms of the mighty 

God of Jacob were with him, and thus, there was his strength. And friends, 

when we have this blessing in prayer, then we prove: 

 
“Wrestling prayer can wonders do; 

      Bring relief in deepest straits! 

      Prayer can force a passage through 

      Iron bars and brazen gates.” 

J. Newton 

 

 
When the gospel ministry is in this power, then great things are done. 

We read of the day of Pentecost – three thousand souls turned to the Lord. 

Why? Because the apostles “wrought with God.” So you could go on. You 

could speak of Gideon who went out against the Midianites. How did he 

go? “The sword of the LORD, and of Gideon.” Notice the order in which he 

put it. He was but the instrument in the hand of the Lord, and a great 

victory was wrought by God, through Gideon. The Lord often uses small 

means, even as Jonathan himself said. “For there is no restraint to the 

LORD to save by many or by few.” There were just two men against this 

vast multitude of the Philistines. But, friends, they “wrought with God.” 

As one of the godly Puritans said: “With God, one is a majority.” And so it 

is. “If God be for us, who can be against us?” 
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“O if to me Thy strength be given, 

      If Thou be on my side, 

       Then hell as soon shall conquer heaven 

      As I can be destroyed.” 

Rozzell 

 
It is a wonderful thing when we are enabled to do as good William 

Cowper says: 

 
“O! I have seen the day, 

       When, with a single word, 

       God helping me to say, 

       “My trust is in the Lord,” 

        My soul has quelled a thousand foes, 

        Fearless of all that could oppose. 

 

      “But unbelief, self-will, 

       Self-righteousness, and pride, 

       How often do they steal 

       My weapon from my side! 

        Yet David’s Lord and Gideon’s Friend, 

        Will help his servant to the end.” 

W. Cowper 

 
This is the secret of all the success the Church of Christ has ever known – 

when they have “wrought with God.” Whenever they have tried to do 

anything in their own strength and their own wisdom, it has come to 

nothing – it must do, for God does not then have the glory. But when He is 

the One who takes us in hand as His instrument and as His tool, then what 

mighty things are done in the Church of God, and in the pathway of God’s 

dear people! 

 

When Samson was moved by the Spirit, we read “at times.” They were 

the times he “wrought with God.” Then he could lift up the gates of a city 

and carry them up a hill. Then he could pull down a building on thousands 

of Philistines. When he was on Delilah’s lap, he was as weak as any other 

person – yea, weaker. Friends, how vital this is! Those of us who preach, 

and those of you who hear – when did we last say, as it was with Jonathan 
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here, we have “wrought with God this day.”? When did you last go away 

from the House of God and say: ‘Yes, God gave me the grace to hear and 

to receive the Word.’ You went forth strengthened, blessed, comforted; 

instructed, reproved, perhaps. But you felt you had been in the very 

presence of God. This is what is needed. If this is not fulfilled in our midst, 

nothing will ever be done. No prosperity will ever come, no success will 

ever attend the ministry or the Prayer Meetings, unless we are enabled to 

do what is said of Jonathan here: “for he hath wrought with God this day.” 

It was God who gave the victory. The Lord saved Israel that day. We read 

in the Book of Numbers – even that wretched man Balaam had to admit it 

– “What hath God wrought!” A believer comes to those places in his life, 

too, when he has to say likewise. You think of the children of Israel at the 

Red Sea. All that Moses did, actually, was to lift up his rod over the sea. 

But God was working with the rod. The east wind came and divided the 

sea. “He led them on safely, so that they feared not: but the sea 

overwhelmed their enemies.” Israel “wrought with God.” They went 

through on dry land. Pharaoh didn’t – he perished. He perished. 

 

I think of Jonah. Jonah would not go to Nineveh, at first. One of the 

many reasons in that rebellious man’s heart was that it would come to 

nothing. ‘They won’t listen. They won’t hear. They won’t receive my 

ministry – they don’t even worship the God of Israel. Whatever is the 

point in going?’ But friends, when he did go, from the king downwards, 

they were brought to a national repentance. And we believe some were 

brought to a spiritual, saving repentance, too – because God was working 

with Jonah. The Lord promised this when He was about to ascend on high. 

He sent forth His disciples. “And they went forth, and preached every 

where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs 

following.” 

 

“He hath wrought with God this day.” Have you had some days like 

that? Some of us have, you know. We have had remarkable days in our life 

when, like Manoah and his wife, we have looked on while the Angel has 

done wondrously. When poor prayers have been answered; when just a 

sigh and a groan has brought the Lord’s hand on our behalf. We have 

stood amazed. “This is the LORD’S doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.” 

“He hath wrought with God this day.” May God give us many days, 
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personally, like that; collectively like that – days when we raise our 

Ebenezer. 

 
 “Here I raise my Ebenezer; 

      Hither by Thy help I’m come; 

       And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

      Safely to arrive at home.” 

R. Robinson 

 
May God add His blessing. 

Amen. 

 

 


