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Text:  “But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and 

grew.” Exodus 1, part of verse 12. 

 
We have here, first of all, a sacred, historical account, given by the 

blessed Spirit, of the Lord’s dealings with his people in Egypt. We know 

that the dealings of God with His ancient people, Israel, are but a pattern 

of His dealings with the Church of Christ – the true Israel of God – in all 

generations. So, we can rightly draw from this short sentence I have read 

by way of a subject this evening, something that is preciously relevant to 

the Church of God in our day. For, the same principle, whereby growth 

was effected, is exactly the same principle that God uses even in our 

generation. 

 

Now, you know the history well. The Lord God almighty had 

covenanted with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that their seed would possess 

Canaan. Also, you will remember that in the sovereign providence of God, 

they were called out of Canaan (Jacob and his family in the time of 

Joseph) down into Egypt in a time of famine. And there they were 

preserved. For four hundred and seventy years the land of Egypt housed 

God’s ancient people. All that while, they were seemingly in default of the 

promise that God had made concerning Canaan. I said ‘seemingly.’ God 

has a time to every purpose under heaven, and a season whereby He will 

make known His goodness and mercy. In His sovereign purposes, He 

exercises His absolute control over the godly and godless – all kings, all 

rulers and all nations. He does so in our day, as well. It was His sovereign 

will that, for a long period, this nation should dwell in Egypt. 

 

But, those who feared God in the land of Egypt, who were Israelites, 

would have known that, sooner or later, the day would come, the time 

would come, when they would remove from Egypt to Israel. I expect some 

of them wondered how it would come to pass. What means would God use 
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to bring them to the land He had promised? It may also have been that 

those who were the most discerning among them recognised something 

else – that certainly, for many, many years, Israel was quite happy in 

Egypt. They prospered in providence there, and were welcomed there. 

From a natural point of view, there would seem no reason why they should 

ever move from it. But, the bounds of our habitation are fixed. Not by 

luck, not by chance, not by fortune or misfortune – they are ordained by 

God. 

 

So, the time drew near when it was the Lord’s will they should leave 

Egypt. Two things had to take place. One – they had to be made willing to 

leave Egypt. The other – the Egyptians had to be made willing to let them 

go. The early part of the Book of Exodus shows how God – mark the 

words – how God brought it to pass. See the movings of providence. First 

of all, there arose a king that “knew not Joseph.” What do we understand 

by that? One might have thought he knew the history of the ancient 

Egyptians from his school days, and what took place in the time of famine. 

It probably did not mean he literally did not know of Joseph. It meant this 

– he had no regard for Joseph, his memory, or the people of whom he was 

a part. Far less had he any time for Joseph’s God. He “knew not Joseph.” 

And, remember that God had ordained that such a man should be in the 

position of authority at this time. We are always anxious when godless 

men occupy thrones, cabinet posts and prime minister-ships.  For example, 

it is some long period since we had a godly man as Prime Minister in our 

nation. But do remember that the Lord says: “By Me kings reign, and 

princes decree justice.” “By Me.” There was a divine purpose that, on the 

throne of Egypt at this time, there should be a man who was out of 

sympathy with God’s people. Why was it? To begin that vital process of 

making Egypt an unwelcome place to the Israelites, and to begin uprooting 

those roots that had gone deep, deep down into that foreign land where 

God had never intended them to finally settle. It was to make them long, 

yearn, wait, watch and pray for what God had promised to Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob.  

 

So, this new king surveys the scene. He notices that in his land he has 

this nation within a nation. For no other reason than, perhaps, the fear of 

his own position, jealousy and envy, he determines that this nation within 

a nation shall no longer be as such. They would become slaves and vassals 
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to him. He would make their life a misery, so that they were no longer in 

that position of priority that they had enjoyed for so many years. In other 

words, it was just as it was with Jacob when it was God’s will that he 

should leave Laban’s household: “And Jacob beheld the countenance of 

Laban, and, behold, it was not toward him as before.” Here the children of 

Israel were in just the same place. They beheld that the face of the king of 

Egypt was no longer toward them as before. But, I will tell you, dear 

friends, what it made them do. It made them look for God’s face. For, 

when things begin to go wrong in providence (as we would say) and go 

cross-purpose, awkward and difficult, the child of God begins to look 

where he ought to be looking. Before, he was looking at the pleasant 

circumstances. He was feathering his nest, and settling down. But the Lord 

says: “Arise ye, and depart; for this is not your rest: because it is polluted, 

it shall destroy you, even with a sore destruction.” So, dear friends, the 

Lord began to put that thorn in the nest. Egypt, that had been such a 

pleasant place, now became a place where they desired to be out of. That 

is just how God deals with His people. Egypt is typical of the world, 

spiritually speaking. By nature, we are at home in it. Its company, its 

pursuits, its language, its objects and its ambitions are just what our poor, 

fallen flesh falls in with so readily. But, blessed be God, precious grace, 

free grace, in God’s time, enters the heart. 

 
     “To change the heart, renew the will, 

        And turn the feet to Zion’s hill.” 

J. Kent 

 
Immediately, you will find the face of the world is not toward you as it 

was before. You will find the world knows not the God who is now 

dealing with you. There is no regard for the principles that now begin to 

rule in your heart and life. When they begin to see that you are acting 

contrary to the spirit of the world, you begin to find persecution, 

opposition and difficulty. Whether it be within your poor, fallen nature 

(because that will oppose the work of grace till your dying breath) or 

whether it be the world without, you are bound to meet with opposition, if 

your religion is real.  

 

 We might just examine, for a moment, one thought. Why is it that the 

world hates the Church so? Why did Cain hate Abel so? Why did Esau 
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hate Jacob so? Why did Saul detest David? And why did the Egyptians so 

abhor the Israelites? What was it about them that was so objectionable to 

them? Well, dear friends, when you get right down to bedrock truth, it is 

what John calls (in his first epistle) “the spirit of antichrist.” He said it was 

already in the world in his day. It had been in the world in Old Testament 

times, too. And it is very evident in our day. It is the same spirit. It hates 

the truth, and it hates men of truth. It hates men of real religion. It puts up 

with false religion. It can accommodate all sorts of false, man-made 

religions. But when it comes face to face with real religion – a believing 

man, a repenting woman, a consistent person – then the world begins to 

show its true colours. We read of Joseph’s brethren: “They hated him yet 

the more.” Yet, dear friends, we read of Joseph that “Joseph is a fruitful 

bough.” Here we have it in our text: “They multiplied and grew.” The 

point I am bringing before you this evening is this; it is in such times – the 

Lord said to Daniel that the walls shall be built “in troublous times.” It is 

in such times that the Lord, throughout the generations, has built His 

Church. In the days of the Reformation, the martyrs would go to the stake. 

It was said, by one of the godly Puritans, that the blood of the martyrs was 

the seed of the Church. And so it is. In our day (we have to recognise it) 

troublous times are upon us. The spirit of the world is now very active 

against true, vital Christianity. We should not be surprised. Marvel not “If 

the world hate you, ye know that it hated Me before it hated you.” 

Remember that. And remember, this is the means that God has often used 

to cause His Church to revive, to bring unity, to bring growth and to bring 

an establishment in the Truth. And, what is true in a general sense (if I use 

that word aright) concerning God’s dealing with the Church of God in any 

generation, it is even more so spiritually speaking. You asked the Lord to 

grow in grace; in the knowledge of your Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

You are burdened lest you should be left among those who know Him not, 

and He knows not. So the prayer of the apostle Paul is yours: “That I may 

know Him.” But, joined to that prayer is this: “the fellowship of His 

sufferings, being made conformable unto His death.” That is God’s way. If 

we are to grow in grace it cannot be without “the fellowship of His 

sufferings.” It is impossible. That is the means God uses to give more 

grace. 

 

  And so, we find here – going back to Israel in Egypt – they became 

afflicted. They had to build Pharaoh’s treasure cities. “But” – this was 
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God’s “but” – “the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and 

grew.” In what way, then, does sanctified affliction (notice I have used that 

term; that means, affliction that God uses) in what way does it cause a 

child of God to grow in grace? First of all, it gives him many, many more 

errands to the throne of grace. When things are easy, when there is no 

opposition and nothing to pray about, formal prayers suit us well, and a 

cold profession with which we can easily live with. But, when the word 

‘affliction’ comes – whether it be in our soul, our body, our family, our 

daily concerns or in the Church of God – then the child of God finds the 

necessity of prayer. He begins to pray as he may not have prayed for many 

a long day. Wrestling prayer, urgent prayer and exercised prayer; 

breathings, sighings, longings and groanings – it all happened in Egypt. 

They began to sigh, they began to groan, they began to weep and they 

began to wrestle. We read that their sighs and their cries went up. God 

heard their cries, and He saw their sorrows. And, in due season, He came 

down to deliver them. 

 

 So the first thing is, that affliction gives an appetite for prayer. It 

makes the throne of grace a precious place to God’s people; a place where 

they confess their sins; where they plead His promises; where they ask for 

His help; where they seek wisdom, grace and strength, and ask for Him to 

help them as they feel so weak and so vulnerable. Their enemies are so 

much mightier than they. Oh! How can they continue, except the God who 

is laying the rod upon them be with them? And most surely He is. Many 

times we read, concerning Joseph, “But the LORD was with him.” “The 

LORD was with him.” “The LORD was with him.” That was the secret of 

his fruit. 

 

 The second thing we learn here is this. It gives an appetite for God’s 

Word. By that I mean, you want to know something of what the dear 

Saviour meant when He said: “The words that I speak unto you, they are 

spirit, and they are life.” Those are the words you will want in your time of 

affliction and your fiery trials. You will want a living word; living food for 

your living soul. You will not be able to snatch God’s Word, as it were, 

with carnal hands and apply it to your own case. No. You will want the 

faith of God’s elect; the work of the Holy Spirit within, bringing the word 

“down like rain upon the mown grass”, and applying it to your soul. You 

will be stretching out, in your faith, after those precious promises. ‘Lord, 
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do as Thou hast said.’ You begin to plead them as you have never pleaded 

them before. You will need that word: “But now thus saith the LORD that 

created thee, O Jacob, and He that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I 

have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art Mine.” You 

will need that word in precious experience: “My presence shall go with 

thee, and I will give thee rest.” You will need the Lord to come near and 

assure you: “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am 

thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold 

thee with the right hand of My righteousness.”  So, you will come to the 

Word of God with a different appetite; a sharpened appetite, and you will 

be reading it. ‘What does the Lord say to me concerning my path? What is 

there here for divine direction for the steps I must take? What sustenance 

is there for my faith? What support is there for my hope? What is there to 

maintain the love of God in my heart under these afflictive times?’ 

 

 Thirdly, it will make the House of God a precious place to you. You 

will come seeking something. You will come asking for something. You 

won’t just begin to mark the sermons out of ten. ‘Oh! Didn’t he get on 

well?’ Or, ‘Not so good this time.’ That won’t be it. ‘What did I get? Did I 

get a crumb of mercy? Did I gather a handful of purpose? Did I get 

something for my soul?’ That is how it will be. You will lose sight of the 

poor man who is trying to speak or preach. It will be between you and 

your God. “Speak, LORD,” you will say, “for Thy servant heareth.” “Be 

not silent to me: lest, if Thou be silent to me, I become like them that go 

down into the pit.” 

 

 Again, something else will take place. You will feel a closer union to 

the living people of God. You will discern who they are. John refers to 

them as being ‘companions in tribulation’ – those who know the path you 

are in; who have sat where you have sat. They will become your closest 

friends; ones with whom you may converse and share your hopes and 

fears, yours joys and your sorrows. Yes, it will cement the union between 

you and the dear people of God. Perhaps – in a way you were never able to 

do before – you can say concerning them: “Thy people shall be my people, 

and thy God my God.” Remember, Ruth said that under the afflicting hand 

of God! She had lost her husband, her father-in-law and her brother-in-

law. Three graves had been dug. Under the afflicting hand of God she 

certainly was! But it brought her to that point: ‘I know where I want to be: 
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among God’s people.’ Then she could have answered John’s test in 1 John 

3. What was that? “We know that we have passed from death unto life, 

because we love the brethren.” You have it clearer than ever before, in 

these paths. 

 

 One further point – and this is most essential. You will grow in your 

appreciation of Christ. You will need Him as your Friend, you will need 

Him as your Brother, you will need Him as your Husband. You will need 

Him to undertake for you. You will need Him as that One to stand by you 

when all else fails, and you will need Him, like Paul did, when he said: 

“At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook 

me…Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me.” And that will make Him 

so precious – oh! so precious – that you can say: 

 
     “I could from all things parted be, 

       But never, never, Lord, from Thee.” 

S. Medley 

 
This is what you desired when you desired to grow in grace, wasn’t it? But 

He has done it in such a way that you never expected. It is a mysterious 

way, but it is bringing you closer to Him. It is bringing you there, dear 

friend, and don’t be ashamed to acknowledge it. 

 

 Again.  “But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied 

and grew.” God had an end in view. The end in view was to bring them 

out of Egypt, and bring them into that land He had promised they would 

come into. “The house of Jacob shall possess their possessions.” So, you 

come into that beautiful word in 1 Peter 5: “Humble yourselves therefore 

under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time: Casting 

all your care upon Him; for He careth for you.” That was the thing you 

wanted to be sure of, wasn’t it? You knew God had a people. You knew 

there were those He had loved with an everlasting love. ‘Am I among 

them, Lord? Am I Thine? Art Thou mine?’ And you prove it in these 

paths. The three Hebrews had more liberty in the fire than out of it. Their 

bonds were loosed; they had the presence – the felt presence – of “the 

form of the fourth is like the Son of God” that walked with them in the 

fire.  
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 So, just three things in conclusion. The first is this, how it is God’s 

agenda that will come to pass. Not the devil’s; not Pharaoh’s, but God’s. 

We see much of the devil’s agenda in our day. It is more and more evident. 

The cloven fist of Satan is evident. The beast is rising up out of the sea, as 

we read it would do, in The Revelation. And here it is. But friends, I say it 

most reverently: God will have the last word. He certainly will. “The Lord 

God omnipotent reigneth.” 

 
The second thing we have to say is this. When Egypt was at last 

deserted by Israel, they had only God to thank for it. They put the crown 

where it belonged. He had done it. “The LORD hath done great things for 

us; whereof we are glad,” they could say. And sometimes, when the Lord 

(as godly Puritans used to say) has a promise to fulfil, He permits great 

opposition to it, that it may be all the clearer, when it is brought to pass, 

that He has done it. The Lord may be permitting great opposition at the 

moment, in one way or another.  

 
      “Lord, why is this? I trembling cried; 

            Wilt thou pursue Thy worm to death?” 

 

J. Newton 

 
No. At the end you will say: 

 
         “He hides the purpose of His grace, 

         To make it better known.” 

J. Swain 

 
And the last thought is this. Friends, it will make heaven all the 

sweeter. 

 
        “The city to which I am travelling 

                             Will more than my sorrow repay 

         And the toils of the road will seem nothing 

    When I get to the end of the way.” 

C. D. Tillman 
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How sweet Canaan must have been when they settled there, at last; when 

God settled them, at last! After all the years in Egypt – the wanderings 

through the wilderness, and the battles that had to be fought – but, at last, 

when the land had rest – what a wonderful peace it must have been! How 

much more so when the child of God leaves affliction, temptation, sin, the 

world and the devil behind him for ever! 
 
                              “Safe in the arms of Jesus; 

                                Safe on His gentle breast.” 

F. Crosby 

 
With all his afflictions behind him, he’ll bless the hand that guided:   

 
                          “I’ll bless the hand that guided, 

            I’ll bless the heart that planned, 

                     When throned where glory dwelleth 

      In Immanuel’s land.”  

S. Rutherford 

 
 Poor, trembling, tempted, devil-dragged child of God, tonight – you 

will get home. Not because you are so skilful, wise, strong and diligent. 

That will not be the reason. You will get home because of a faithful, 

covenant God, who hath said: “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” 

Friends, do not envy Egypt with all its prosperity and wealth. Do not envy 

it.  Rather, like Moses, may you have that same grace he had. “By faith 

Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of 

Pharaoh’s daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of 

God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the 

reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt.” 

Amen. 


