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Text:  “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 

things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”  

2 Corinthians 5, verse 17. 

 
 God’s servant, the Apostle Paul, here describes the nature of true Holy 

Ghost conversion. It is something you and I need to examine very 

carefully, because if what we profess does not stand the test of this verse, 

it is not the conversion that the Holy Ghost speaks of here in His Word. 

We read in one of the Psalms: “Sinners shall be converted unto Thee.” 

And that work is still going on – bless God for it. It is the work of majesty, 

and the work of a Triune God. It is to be known by its fruits. The Apostle 

Paul speaks here of it being “a new creature.” What does he mean by that? 

As you know, the Word of God tells you and I – and your experience will 

confirm it (if you are being led of the Spirit) – that our old nature is fallen. 

It is corrupt. There is no good thing in it, nothing pleasing to God; and, if 

we are to live and to die with only that old, fallen nature, then there is no 

hope for our souls. This was the lesson Nicodemus had to learn. He was a 

very religious man who was apparently teaching others about religion. 

But, as yet, neither he nor they whom he taught, had begun to understand 

the fundamental nature of that religion which is of God. It is not a patching 

up of the old nature, a modifying of it or amending it, as it were. No. It is 

something completely new. It is spoken of here as “a new creature.” A 

new creation. That which takes place when a sinner becomes “a new 

creature” – or a new creation – is nothing less than him being given a new 

nature by the Holy Ghost. The Word of God is spoken of, by Peter, as an 

‘incorruptible seed.’ It dwells deep, deep down in the heart of that now 

‘born again’ sinner, and it begins to show its effects. 

 

 The first thing that may be said of this ‘new creation’ is that it creates, 

in that sinner’s experience, a union between God and himself that he did 

not have before. There was a union between him and God as his Creator, 
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and he as His creature. That union was that which he had in Adam.  That is 

why “we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ” – because of 

that relationship. But, friends, now there is a new relationship. It is one 

that has real union. There is now a uniting principle between a holy God 

and this newborn sinner. There is now a line (and I say that most 

reverently) of communication, experimentally, between God and that 

sinner. What we speak of in the Benediction begins to take effect in that 

sinner’s heart – the communion; shall we say the communications of the 

Holy Ghost. He communicates life to this soul, and He maintains it. He 

communicates the truth, He communicates that vital gift of faith, He 

communicates repentance, He communicates hope, He communicates love 

and He communicates zeal. And every other grace of the Spirit is a 

communicated grace of the Spirit. It is so in the beginning of the work of 

grace, and it is so throughout the work of grace. We are absolutely 

dependent upon the communion of the Holy Ghost in this new creature. He 

created the life in it, and He maintains the life in it. And, dear friends, it 

would be your mercy and mine, to be much in earnest for the dear Spirit to 

continue the work that He has begun, if He has indeed begun within us. 

Our text has an “if” in it. “If any man be in Christ.” 

 

 Now, of course, in the covenant of grace ere time began, the sinners 

who were to be found in Christ were ordained so to be by God the Father 

when He gave them to God the Son to be their Surety. In that sense, they 

were always “in Christ,” because it is an everlasting love with which He 

loved them; to all eternity. They were viewed “in Christ” when the dear 

Saviour took into union with His divine Person that holy humanity; body 

and soul in which is contained “all the fulness of the Godhead bodily” All 

fulness dwelt in Him and He was viewed in that way as the sinner’s 

Substitute. We speak of the vicarious work of the Holy Son of God. All 

that He did in His holy flesh, the Church was viewed in Him; so that 

which was being done by Him was for them. The righteousness, of which 

the end of this chapter speaks, was a righteousness that He did not need 

Himself; but His Church needed it, these sinners needed it. And so He 

went to the end of the law for righteousness’ sake, and laid down His 

precious blood for the same glorious reason, that this blessed work of 

communication might take place in the sinner’s heart. But, until the Holy 

Ghost creates us as “a new creature” there is no manifest union. Until then 

we cannot call ourselves a ‘son of God’ or ‘a daughter of the most high 
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God.’ No. The Lord Jesus Christ said: “Ye must be born again.” The secret 

purposes of God are not revealed to us. This is the thing our Lord says we 

are to look for: “By their fruits ye shall know them.” 

 

  Here is the point, then, before us this evening. That is why Paul puts 

this word: “if any man be in Christ.” He knows the Church are in Christ 

for all eternity. He knows they were viewed in Christ while the dear 

Saviour did His vicarious work, but now he is speaking of the essential 

work of the Holy Ghost. How many of us here tonight are “in Christ”? The 

Lord only knows. Do lay it to heart, dear friend. Ask God to bear a witness 

with your spirit that you are “in Christ”; in union with Him; in communion 

with Him; in a holy relationship with Him, created by God in this new 

creation; this “new creature.” 

 

 Now the apostle says, where this is so, “old things are passed away; 

behold, all things are become new.” This speaks of both justification and 

sanctification – those twin graces which walk together in the experience of 

a believer. In the sense of justification, we have it in verse 21; this is what 

has now taken place, this great change: “For He” – that is God – “hath 

made Him” – that is His dear Son, the Lord Jesus – “to be sin for us, who 

knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” In 

other words, if we are found “in Christ,” then it is Christ’s obedience that 

answers for us. It is Christ’s righteousness that covers us. It is Christ’s 

perfection that is our acceptance in the holy court of God above. How 

essential it is to be justified! There is no other way to be justified except by 

the blood of our Lord Jesus; by this blessed righteousness, by faith (given 

by the Holy Ghost) to anchor therein. Oh, that we might know this great 

truth to be sealed in our hearts! – 

 

     “’Tis He, instead of me, is seen, 

      When I approach to God.” 

J. Newton 

 
 What a wonderful thing when old things pass away! They did with the 

Apostle Paul. Before he was “in Christ”, in this experimental sense, he 

clung to his pedigree, he clung to his Pharisaical ways, he clung to the 

covenant of works, he clung to his reputation as a Jew – he clung to it all. 

But, friends, when this great work took place on the Damascus road, he 
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laid it all aside; God stripped it off him, He stripped it from him. We then 

find that he fled to the righteousness of Christ. You read his desire in 

Philippians 3: “That I may…be found in Him, not having mine own 

righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of 

Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.” This was the great 

truth that Martin Luther learnt when, as a monk in the Roman Catholic 

Church, he was trying to find the way of pardon for his soul. Sin lay 

heavily on his conscience. He was told by his priest to do various 

penitences. One thing that he was to do was to go to what was called 

‘Pilate’s staircase’. He was to kneel on every step. (There were about one 

hundred steps.). He was to say a prayer to Mary, or another saint as he 

went up the steps. He got half way up when he heard a voice like thunder 

in his soul: “The just shall live by faith.” Immediately his eyes were 

opened. He realised all that folly of creature works and superstition would 

not do. He laid them aside and he fled to Christ’s obedience. 

 

 Now, dear friends, do you know what this is? This is the great way of 

salvation – to be led by the Holy Ghost, to cast anchor in Christ. 

 
“Upon a life we did not live, 

       Upon a death we did not die, 

       Another’s life, Another’s death, 

       To hang our whole eternity.” 

 

“The just shall live by faith.” Not by their own works, but what is done for 

them by our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. So, like good, blind 

Bartimaeus, when the Lord called him, we read, “he, casting away his 

garment, rose, and came to Jesus.” Have you cast away your garment – 

your reputation, your good works, your denominational name, your family 

name – all that you were doing for God that you thought would gain His 

acceptance. It has all got be laid aside. Strip it, dear friend. May God strip 

it from you. Lay aside your garment, and come to the Lord Jesus Christ 

just as you are – a poor, guilty, needy, naked, unworthy, vile sinner with 

nothing to plead, but your one plea: Christ’s obedience, Christ’s precious 

blood. And friends, you will find He will receive you: 
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“If I ask Him to receive me, 

Will He say me nay? 

Not till earth and not till heaven 

Pass away.” 

J. M. Neale 

 
This is how the Holy Ghost – He must do it – brings a sinner to anchor in 

Christ in that experimental way. And, oh! The joy of the soul when, at last, 

he enters into what the hymnwriter says: 

 
     “His word is this (poor sinners, hear); 

         “Believe on Me, and banish fear; 

          Cease from your own works, bad or good, 

          And wash your garments in My blood.” 

J. Hart  

 
That is real religion. It is simple, but it is real. It is vital. It is what takes 

place when old things pass away and all things become new.  

 

 But then, dear friends, it is a word of sanctification. Let me give you 

more than one example, from the Holy Word of God and from elsewhere. 

Just like blind Bartimaeus, who cast away his garments in the way of 

justification, so he did in the matter of sanctification. He left behind his old 

way. You think, for example, of Zacchaeus, when the Lord Jesus Christ 

stood at the foot of the sycamore tree: “Zacchaeus, make haste, and come 

down; for to day I must abide at thy house.” It was not long before we find 

him casting away his garment, not only in that great matter of justification, 

(for he now knew who his Saviour was) but of sanctification also. Listen 

to this: “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I 

have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him 

fourfold.” He was casting away that garment of covetousness; of pride; 

that avaricious spirit that so gripped the man. It was all he lived for! But it 

had to be cast aside. 

 

 You take Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom. That was his daily 

calling. You say, ‘Well, we must carry on with our daily calling.’ Yes, 

dear friends, but if you make an idol of it, the Lord will teach you to count 

it as a thing of nought. He will indeed. We read that when the Lord said to 
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Matthew “Follow Me”, he arose. He left the receipt of custom and he went 

out after a precious Jesus; like Peter, Andrew and John left their nets when 

they were called. Then there was the rich man who came to the Lord Jesus. 

He would not cast away his garment, would he? He came full of himself. 

Not only was he a rich man literally, but he thought he was rich spiritually. 

“All these have I kept from my youth up,” he said to the Lord Jesus, when 

the Lord questioned him about the law. The Lord knew there was a rotten 

spot in his righteousness. A gaping hole, we might say, that a moth had 

made. It had been eaten away, and made it a garment of no use. He said: 

“Go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 

treasure in heaven: and come and follow Me.” But, “he went away 

sorrowful.” He would not lay aside that garment of covetousness. And at 

that time, at least, his riches meant more to him than Christ. 

 

Now, I tell you – we must be very clear here – conversion is 

something that is wrought by the Holy Ghost. It makes a change. There 

will be a laying aside of all those hindrances with which the flesh and the 

devil holds us back. Take good John Bunyan, for example. When John 

Bunyan was called by grace, he was a bell-ringer. You say, ‘What is 

wrong with bell ringing?’ First of all, he was breaking the Sabbath day, 

because he wasn’t going to the services in the Church. He was just ringing 

the bells for others to come. And the company was bad. It was nothing 

more than a leisure activity on the Lord’s Day. It brought him into soul 

bondage. But he found it very hard to give it up. And, on the same Sabbath 

day, when he fled from the tower thinking it might fall upon him, he was 

playing tip-cat on the green, (again on the Lord’s Day when he should 

have been observing it) and he heard a voice from heaven. ‘Wilt thou have 

thy sins and go to hell, or leave them and go to heaven?’ Friends, he had to 

cast that garment away. And when God lays His hand on one of your sins, 

you will have to give it up. It will have to yield! It will not be a legal 

yielding. Paul tells us: “For the love of Christ constraineth us.” He has got 

some better thing for you than all that you cling to in the poor, dim, dark 

spot of this earth. 

 

I think of Sukey Harley. When she was called by grace, she was a 

good violinist. There may be nothing wrong with playing the violin, in a 

sense, but she did it to entertain those who were dancing in the barns in the 

evenings, and sometimes on the Sabbath day. But when the Lord called 
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her by grace, that all had to go. It was not compatible with that which was 

now working in her heart. She found she could not serve God and 

mammon. “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 

passed away; behold, all things are become new.” Do you see, dear 

friends? So we could go on through the Word of God and through the 

things of God. We all need stripping of things. We have no stones to throw 

at anyone. Be honest with yourself, there are those things; those garments 

that we need to lay aside. They cling to us. They are of the world; they are 

of the flesh. But, the test is very clear. If the work of grace is going on in 

our hearts, then these garments will have to be laid aside. And it will be 

evident to others that we are not what we once were. True, we are not what 

we wish to be. But there is a change wrought, and it is a change wrought 

by God. “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 

things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 

 

 This is not only a negative doctrine. God forbid you should think that. 

There is something wonderfully precious here. What is new now? If ever 

you have tasted the love of Christ in your heart, you will wonder why you 

clung to those old idols for so long. You will! If ever that precious blood 

touches your conscience and washes it clean, you will wonder why ever 

you thought those sins which you revelled in were happiness. You will be 

like the queen of Sheba when she came to Solomon: ‘“The half was not 

told me” of the glory, the beauty and the love there is to be found in Thy 

courts.’ So it is, dear friend, when this love comes into the heart. It is not a 

legal duty. It is not the Lord whipping His people to heaven. God forbid it 

should be that. It is blessed constraint! It is the love of Christ filling the 

heart! It is being made willing in the day of His power to lay aside 

everything incompatible with Christ, and being drawn in the way of love. 

“The love of Christ constraineth us.” And then things do become new. 

 

The Word of God becomes new. Like that godly man, who, for many 

years, had neglected the Bible that his mother had given him at his 

marriage. It lay on a shelf in the kitchen, with dust on it. One day his 

neighbour persuaded him to go and hear John Kershaw. He said, ‘I don’t 

want to go and hear John Kershaw.’ ‘Well,’ the neighbour said, ‘I know 

you don’t. But I have been a good neighbour to you, and I have done you 

many favours. I would like you, just for once, to go and hear what John 

Kershaw has to say. So, he went to hear what John Kershaw had to say. 
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When he came home, he said to his wife ‘Where is that old Bible that I had 

when I was married?’ She told him it was up on the shelf. He got it down 

and dusted it off. And he began to read it. He said to his wife, ‘Is this the 

same Bible that was given me?’ ‘Yes,’ she said, ‘exactly the same one.’ 

He said, ‘it seems different.’ He read a bit more. ‘Are you sure, wife, it is 

the same Bible?’ She said, ‘I am sure it is the same Bible.’ ‘Well,’ he said, 

‘it must be me that is different. For I now see something different in it that 

I never saw in it before.’ It became new to him. And so it will be. This 

blessed Book became meat and drink to our souls when the Holy Ghost 

began to work in our hearts. It was not then just a drudge to read a chapter 

morning and evening; it was our meat and our drink! And at times it still 

is. 

 

The House of God became new. It was not just to meet with God’s 

dear people on a social basis (though our best friends were there). No. We 

came to hear what God had to say; to hear His voice in the Word. The 

Prayer Meeting became a sweet time, as well. We found, our heart being 

renewed, we could enter into the desires of these dear aged saints who 

were well on in the way. It surprised us when they asked for the same 

things that we desired. 

 

And so we could go on. You found you were different at work, as 

well. You could not go along with the same spirit of the world that you 

once did. You might have been the leader in all the foolishness and 

frivolity; but not now. Your mouth was sealed in those things, and you had 

to be separate, though not like a Pharisee. This is where it needs much 

grace, doesn’t it? When the world begins to see the difference: 

 
“Watched by the world with jealous eye, 

      That fain would see our sin and shame.” 

C. Wesley 

 
And they would. They love to see a child of God tripped up. ‘If that is 

your religion,’ they say, ‘you can have it.’ But, when they see a child of 

God walking consistently, it reproves them in their own consciences. That 

is why they hate it so much. But do they see it? “If any man be in Christ, 

he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are 

become new.” 
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One other thing that becomes new. “Not my will, but Thine, be done.” 

That is a new way of life altogether, isn’t it? Up until then you had lived 

your life just as you thought you should live it. True, it might have been 

religiously; I don’t know. But you had mapped it out, planned it, laid down 

tram lines to work in. You thought all was well. But then it was all swept 

away! You had to discern what the Lord would have you do – how would 

He have you to speak, to think, to act and to behave; what steps to take and 

what doors to go through. And now you have begun to walk in that Word: 

“Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in Him; and He shall bring it 

to pass.” 

 

Oh, my dear friends! My little flock here – I long to know that you are 

“in Christ.” It would be my greatest joy to know that you are “in Christ.” 

John said: “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in 

truth.” And I can say that before the Lord, dear friends. It would give me 

no greater joy than to know that each one of us – I include myself: I need it 

as much as you – walk in the truth. But what a grief it is when it is 

otherwise! It grieves the Spirit. It grieves our heart, if it is alive. It does 

damage within that needs Holy Ghost repairing. You know what I mean. 

Sin does damage. How we need this word: “If any man be in Christ, He is” 

(“let him be” it says in the margin) “a new creature: old things are passed 

away; behold, all things are become new.” 

 
“How stands the case, my soul, with thee? 

  For heaven are thy credentials clear? 

  Is Jesus’ blood thy only plea? 

  Is He thy great Forerunner there?” 

 

If He is, then we are to “walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are 

called.” 

 

Amen. 

 


