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Text:  “And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and 

reasoned, Jesus Himself drew near, and went with them.” Luke 24, 

verse 15. 

 
 We are told in the Prophecy of Malachi: “Then they that feared the 

LORD spake often one to another.” And, we have every reason to believe 

that the two who set out on this journey from Jerusalem to Emmaus were 

God-fearing people. But, friends, they were God-fearing people in a 

perplexity. They were not the first, and certainly not the last of God’s 

people to be in perplexity. What was their perplexity? Really their 

perplexity stemmed from the second and third verses of this chapter: “And 

they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. And they entered in, 

and found not the body of the Lord Jesus.” What perplexed them was the 

empty tomb. And, what had become of the sacred Occupant of it? Where 

was He? Was He alive, as the women had reported and yet they had been 

disbelieved? And their perplexity was added to because they forgot the 

words of our Lord Jesus. They seemed to have little or no understanding of 

all that the prophets and Moses had spoken about this very event; pointing 

towards it. And, in trying to reason without reference to the Word of God, 

they sank deeper and deeper into the mire. And, dear friends, if you and I 

try to reason without the Word of God as our foundation, and the Holy 

Ghost as our Interpreter of that Word, we will only get deeper and deeper 

into the mire of our perplexity. They just could not see how it could be that 

He, whom they knew had been crucified between two thieves, (they knew 

He had died; they knew He had been buried) had risen again. It was 

something beyond their comprehension. 

 

 Then, the other side of it was this. They believed that while He was 

alive, He was the Son of God; the One who should redeem Israel. Yet, 

when He uttered His dying cry on the cross, and His holy soul returned to 

His heavenly Father and His body was laid in the grave, it seemed that 
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their religion was laid in the grave with Him. So it was, in one sense. If 

only they knew it, it rose again with Him. But their perplexity was that 

they were almost fixated by the stone being rolled away and the empty 

tomb. And, there was a loving reproof from the angels to those who 

gathered around the sepulchre. “Why seek ye the living among the dead?” 

They were looking in the wrong place for a precious Christ. True, He had 

been there – about that there is no doubt. It was a wonderful privilege for 

Joseph of Arimathaea. The Lord’s body had laid in that tomb which had 

never been used before; it had never been corrupted by the defiled body of 

a sinner who had passed from this time state. The incorruptible body of the 

dear Saviour lay there, for: 

 
     “The holy, harmless Child of God 

       Could no corruption see.” 

J. Hart 

  
 Then, to think that almost certainly, Joseph of Arimathaea’s own body 

was in due course to be laid there. As the Saviour’s body was laid there, 

and as he contemplated that solemn event, Joseph knew his own body 

would one day lay where the dear Saviour’s lay. In one sense, every 

believer’s body lays in the same spot. “Come, see the place where the Lord 

lay.”  

 

 Here we have, then, these two on the road to Emmaus, trying to reason 

these things out together; trying to sort them out and put them in order, and 

failing. And I know not, but it may be that one of you has come into the 

courts of the Lord just like that tonight. You have tried to reason; you have 

tried to put everything in order in your poor life. The more you try, the 

more perplexing it seems. Well, what do we read? “And it came to pass,” – 

not by luck, coincidence or fortune – it came to pass, as all of God’s 

dealings do, by divine decree –  “that, while they communed together and 

reasoned, Jesus Himself drew near, and went with them.” A wonderful 

blessing! That one fact was to put everything right. Is that not what you 

and I need in our temptations, in our disappointments, in our 

discouragements, in our afflictions, in our times of darkness and in our 

times of perplexity? This is what is needed – that Jesus Himself should 

draw near and go with us.  
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 There are five things that rest on my spirit. I would like to bring them 

before you, with God’s help, this evening. They are the five benefits that 

came when “Jesus Himself drew near.”  

 

 The first benefit was His dear Person. They had the presence of Him 

who is both God and Man in one glorious Person. They had Emmanuel 

with them; He who is almighty God; He who is, from everlasting to 

everlasting, God. He, by whom we read the Father created the worlds “and 

all that therein is.” Omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent – this is the One 

who drew near. This mighty God; “The mighty God” as He is spoken of in 

Isaiah 9. Just the One needed to deal with their impossibilities. “The 

mighty God.” We may say “the Almighty God.” What a privilege! He 

drew near. He could make mountains into a plain, dissolve valleys, make 

crooked things straight, make rough places plain, break in pieces gates of 

brass and bars of iron. He was the One who drew near! The One who 

spoke, in prophecy, through Moses: “And the cause that is too hard for 

you, bring it unto Me, and I will hear it.”  

 

 But then, also, the Man Christ Jesus drew near. In all His risen glory, 

yes; but the same Man. There we have another blessed aspect of Him 

drawing near. He was One who understood the sorrows and the 

difficulties, the trials and the temptations of the way. True, He is sinless, 

“holy, harmless, undefiled” – bless God for that glorious fact. But, 

nonetheless, He is “touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in 

all points tempted like as we are,” as the Word of God says, “yet without 

sin.” “For in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able to 

succour them that are tempted.” He drew near, not just as the omnipotent 

God, but as the sympathising Friend; the Brother “born for adversity.”  

The One who knew their path better than they did. 

 

 So, first of all: His glorious Person was their first benefit. The second 

benefit was His presence. We have just been singing: 

 
“Without Thy life-inspiring ray, 

  My soul is filled with sad dismay.” 

A. Steele 
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How poor, how cold, how dead and how barren we are when He hides His 

face, and withholds the power of His Spirit! How true it is, as the 

hymnwriter says: 

 
“And oft an absent God I mourn.” 

J. Fawcett 

 
And nothing tries a child of God more in their perplexities than when God 

seems to be absent. Note what I have said: seems to be absent. He hides 

His face behind a cloud, He does not speak, He does not reveal Himself, 

He does not show Himself through the lattice of His Word or of His 

gospel. And God’s dear people come where David came; where Jesus 

Himself stooped to: “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” 

What a question! Many a child of God has uttered that from the depth of 

their heart in their perplexities. But now – He drew near. He drew near – 

that One who said: “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for 

I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will 

uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness.” Friends, bless God 

for His presence. What a difference it makes! 

 
“In Thy presence I am happy; 

        In Thy presence I’m secure; 

       In Thy presence all afflictions  

        I can easily endure.” 

W. Williams 

 
Oh, for God’s presence while we live, for His felt presence when we come 

down to die, and to enjoy His presence eternally hereafter! “Jesus Himself 

drew near, and went with them.” His sacred presence – in their sorrow; in 

their tribulation; in their darkness; in their difficulty. Jesus came just 

where they were. Bless His great and holy name for it. 

 

 Thirdly, we have His perception. You say, ‘What do you mean by 

that?’ Friends, He understood what perplexity they were in. That was very 

important. You may unbosom your mind to someone else; and that can 

give relief. But, if they do not understand what you are in, or where you 

have been, then it is no real help. Dear Job, in chapter 23 of his book says: 

“He knoweth the way that I take.” The perception of the dear Saviour of 
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the path of His dear people is so sacred. He knows the sigh, the cry, the 

groan, the tear, the desire, the motive and the conflict. He knows what 

unbelief is suggesting, and what the devil is suggesting. He knows about 

those battles between the old and the new nature – the flesh and the Spirit 

– within. He perceives it all. And He perceived the difficulty these two 

were in; that difficulty that unbelief had locked them in. They just could 

not look at matters as they should have done. But eventually they were 

enabled to do so, as He expounded to them the Holy Scriptures “beginning 

at Moses and all the prophets.” What a sermon it must have been! He 

brought to their hearts and minds those very things which He knew would 

do them good in their perplexity. And you ask the dear Saviour to do that, 

you perplexed ones, this evening. There is a word somewhere in this 

blessed Book – if only the Saviour is pleased to take hold of it and write it 

in your heart, and put it in your soul, friend – which will cure your 

perplexity. You will see light in God’s light, and you will say – like 

another in her perplexity: “It is well.” Bless God for His perception, 

because we have very little, if any, of it ourselves. Sometimes we feel like 

ignorant fools. We read in Isaiah: “The wayfaring men, though fools,” – 

though they have not got any perception – “shall not err therein.” Why? 

Because of the One who has got them by the hand; the One who has drawn 

near and gone with them has all the wisdom they need. He – God – has all 

the guidance. 
 

    “O where shall I find a Guide to direct, 

      Right skilful and kind, and brave to protect? 

      To lovely Mount Zion my heart is now bound, 

      But many a lion is in the way found. 

      ’Tis Jesus can teach the way ye should go, 

      And out His arm reach to help you on too; 

      The doubts that perplex you, the fears that distress, 

      The tempers that vex you, His grace can redress.” 

 J. Berridge 
 
Bless His holy name for His perception. “He knoweth.” You may not 

know much, if anything, about your path at the moment. But can you lay 

hold, by faith, on these two words: “He knoweth?” May you, by God’s 

help, cling to that. That is a most blessed anchor. There is your security. 

“He knoweth.” 
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 The fourth thing that came to my mind concerning the dear Saviour 

was this. What was His purpose in drawing near? It was to reveal Himself. 

It is very striking that when He first drew near they did not recognise Him. 

It seems that was a deliberate act of the dear Lord Jesus Christ to withhold 

from them the knowledge of who He was. Friend, there we have divine 

sovereignty. We read in one place elsewhere in God’s holy Word: “Thou 

didst hide Thy face, and I was troubled.” And, if God dwells in the thick 

darkness, you or I cannot penetrate that darkness to find Him. He 

deliberately, for the good of their souls, saw fit to hide His face from these 

two on the Emmaus Road, for a season, behind this strange dispensation. 

And sometimes: 
 

“He hides the purpose of His grace, 

      To make it better known.” 

J. Swain 

 
But, the one thing He was determined to do, was to reveal Himself. 

Revelation – that was the purpose He had in view. What is revelation? Let 

me tell you of something that happened in our house just a few days ago. 

We lost a book that we needed very much. It was our address and phone 

book. For about five days we were without it. Every day I had been 

praying to the Lord that we might find it, as the loss of it was causing 

considerable difficulty. Suddenly, this afternoon, in a most unexpected 

place, I came across it. It was revealed to me where it was. It was there all 

the while, but I do believe the Lord, very kindly, revealed to me where it 

was. It was there, but it needed to be revealed. And so, dear friends, it was 

with these two on the road to Emmaus. He was there. His presence was 

there. He was there with all the wisdom that He had to give; all the 

purposes of His grace. But it needed revelation. And dear friends, that is 

still the need today. This is the great office of the Holy Ghost. He takes of 

the things of Jesus and reveals them to us. They are there, but we need the 

scales taken off our eyes; the veil from our minds. ‘Lord, let me see light 

in Thy light.’ “O send out Thy light and Thy truth: let them lead me; let 

them bring me unto Thy holy hill, and to Thy tabernacles.” The great 

purpose was, that He should be revealed. 
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 So, we have His Person, His presence, His perception and we have His 

purpose. The final thing friends, was that He had the pre-eminence. That 

was the great end our Saviour had in view, just as it was on the Mount of 

Transfiguration: “They saw no man, save Jesus only.” What a sight it was 

for Peter and James and John when they saw that precious Person! And 

when Cleopas and his companion reached their home after experiencing 

this amazing sermon, and their heart began to burn within them, and their 

faith began to range over the precious promises of the Old Testament, and 

all that had been spoken to them about a precious Christ; as things began 

to fit in together that this dear Stranger preached to them, they could see 

the necessity for all that had taken place. “Ought not Christ to have 

suffered these things, and to enter into His glory?” And ought not you, 

poor child of God, to be passing through this path, that your soul may 

benefit, and that Christ may be more glorified in your Spirit? I believe that 

by the time they got to their home their tears were wiped away. The tears 

had given way to a holy joy, a holy love and a holy peace, all because 

Jesus Himself had drawn near, and gone with them. 

 

 And then, He took the bread, within that little home; He blessed it and 

He broke it. We read “their eyes were opened,” – as if scales fell off their 

eyes – “and they knew Him; and He vanished out of their sight.” He had 

the pre-eminence now. They were so full in their hearts that they could not 

stay in that little home in Emmaus. They hastened back to Jerusalem with 

the glad tidings concerning this blessed Person they had seen. Yes. “Jesus 

Himself drew near, and went with them.” Dear friends, I believe this 

would make a bed of affliction sweet, a path of bereavement sweet, a deep 

disappointment to be profitable to you. The House of God, the Prayer 

Meetings, the closet – oh, how precious when Jesus Himself draws near 

and goes with us!  

 

 “They knew Him.” The more I go on in my little way – I humbly hope 

in the way of faith – that is the desire I have more than anything other: to 

know Him, and to know that I am known of Him. Paul speaks about that in 

the Galatians. He said: “Ye have known God, or rather are known of 

God.” In other words, the Lord’s knowledge of us comes first. How vital 

that is! Paul said: “That I may know Him.” How solemn it would be if we 

reached the judgment seat and faced an unknown God! A Christ we had 

never experienced! To have never known what it was for Him to draw near 
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and go with us, and reveal Himself to us! Oh, solemn, awesome thought! 

Then, may it be your desire this evening hour that you too may have the 

blessing of these two on the road to Emmaus; so unexpected and so 

unlooked for. But, dear friends, it wiped away their tears. It put everything 

right. They never forgot it. I am sure, in the years that followed, while 

their life was spared, they would have said: ‘Do you remember that walk 

from Jerusalem to Emmaus? Do you remember the sermon He preached, 

and the way He revealed Himself to us?  

 
“The mark of that celestial seal 

      Can never be erased.” 

W. Hammond 

 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 


