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Text: “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 

Me.” John 12, verse 32. 

 

We are left in no doubt as to the interpretation of this sacred word, 

for, in the very next verse, the dear Saviour tells us: “This He said, 

signifying what death He should die.” That word “should” must be 

understood aright; we shall die because we are sinners. Christ did not 

die because He was a sinner. He was “holy, harmless, undefiled, 

separate from sinners.” So, when we read that word “should die”, there 

are other reasons why He dies, though sinless. 

 

The first reason is that it was His heavenly Father’s will that it 

should be so. “For I came down from heaven, not to do Mine own will, 

but the will of Him that sent Me.” 

 

Secondly, the law demanded a substitute: the Church of Christ 

could not provide one for herself. In that sense, there was a holy 

obligation – I use that word carefully. But, in the covenant of grace, it 

was decreed that Christ would be that Surety. Upon His holy shoulders, 

as God and Man, rested this loving duty on behalf of His Church; that 

He should stand in their room, place and stead. All the Old Testament 

ceremonies, and all those sweet prophecies from Genesis through to 

Malachi, pointed to this fact: that the dear Saviour would come, and 

that, when He had come, He would lay down His life “a Ransom for 

many.” For these, and perhaps other reasons we could mention, “He 

should die.” How thankful we should be, dear friends! He says in 

another place: “thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the 

dead the third day.” 
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“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me.” 

In the previous verse we have a hint (more than a hint), of that which 

holds sinners in unbelief, in darkness, in unregeneracy, in rebellion and 

in enmity: “the prince of this world.” We read of him again in 2 

Corinthians. “The god of this world hath blinded the minds of them 

which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is 

the image of God, should shine unto them.” This is that darkness, 

bondage, death and curse that the whole of Adam’s race are born under. 

The prince of this world, who is none other than Satan, holds 

unbelievers in an iron grip, from which they cannot rescue themselves, 

and, sadly, in their unregenerate state, have no desire to be rescued 

from him. 

 

Yet, our text speaks of a number. We cannot number that number; 

and bless God for that. It is a number that no man can number; that will 

be delivered from the prince of this world. Satan will be cast out of the 

hearts of these sinners. He will be dethroned from their hearts and out 

of their lives. And Christ will take His rightful place in their hearts. 

That is what we sometimes sing of: 

 
“There Thy blood-bought right maintain, 

                             And without a rival reign.” 

J. Newton 

 

But, we are told here of the means by which it will be 

accomplished. When God made the world, it cost Him nothing. He did 

not have to buy or borrow the materials, or ask anyone to make them 

for Him. “He spake, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood 

fast.” The world and all the universe; everything that has been created 

(much of which man knows nothing of) is held there by the word of the 

Lord. There is its stability, and there is its continuance until that day 

comes when heaven and earth shall pass away. God’s Word will not 

pass away. That, creation, cost God nothing. But, when it comes to this 

great matter of snatching sinners from the darkness of this world and 

releasing them from the power of the prince of this world (indeed, I say 

this most reverently), that was a work that needed all that God could 
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give to accomplish it. So, in the person of His dear Son, who is equal 

with His heavenly Father and equal with the Holy Spirit: He comes 

down into this sin-cursed earth, veiled in flesh, with this one object: to 

release sinners from the grip and the grasp of Satan. He is determined 

that this should be done by the cross: Calvary, Golgotha. There is the 

power that will release sinners from the curse, not only of the law, but 

also from the power of this evil one, Satan.  

 

So, we have before us here a very wonderful truth. First of all, I 

want to remind you of the Person who is to be lifted up. He speaks of 

Himself twice: “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 

men unto Me.” Those two “I”s remind us that He is one Person. Never 

think that He is two Persons. He is one Person with two natures: two 

distinct natures that are wonderfully united in this glorious Person. He 

is truly and verily God. He is as much God as the Father, and as much 

God as the Holy Ghost. But, in His incarnation, He truly became Man. 

So, He who is the eternal and only begotten Son of the Father is also 

the Son of Man. Why did He become Man? That He might be “lifted 

up,” and that He might be crucified. The Godhead could not suffer; 

Deity could not shed blood. It needed this great condescending work, 

this tremendous stoop for the second Person of the glorious Trinity to 

take into union with Himself a finite, yet so precious, humanity. The 

great end He had in view was that, when His life had been lived 

according to the will of His heavenly Father; He should pour out His 

soul on Calvary’s cross. “He hath poured out His soul unto death.” That 

took place at Calvary. If you unite that word with the words we read in 

Isaiah’s prophecy: “I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions 

for Mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins,” you have the same 

blessed truth set before you: a work that needed God, and a work that 

needed a true, real Man. Only He who is God could truly know the 

demands of God’s justice. So, we needed One who could understand, 

enter into and fulfil all that justice demanded. None but He, who is the 

Son of God, could do that. 

 

Also, we needed One who is truly Man, understanding and entering 

into the needs of those who are to be saved; taking a nature upon Him 
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like our own; living under that law that we are born under, and, yes, 

grappling, in His holy, impeccable Person, with all the foes that we 

have, and that the prince of this world brought against Him. Oh, the 

arrows that were shot! The sword thrusts that He experienced in His 

holy soul from this prince of darkness! We have only the slightest hint 

of what He passed through by way of His temptation. He was a “Man 

of sorrows” throughout His holy life, and many of those sorrows were 

because the prince of this world was constantly assailing Him, 

assaulting Him and attacking Him; seeking to find some way whereby 

He could defile Him and overcome Him. Blessed be His holy name: he 

could never do that. The name of our Lord Jesus Christ is that which is 

of a power that Satan could not overcome. 

 
             “Our Captain stood the fiery test, 

And we shall stand” (if we stand at all) “through Him.” 

J. Hart 

 

The next thing we must notice is: that there is, in our text, a 

promise. You must not think that the “if” was an “if” of doubt. There 

was no doubt whatsoever in the mind of the dear Son of God when He 

came into this sin cursed earth that this was to be the way in which He 

would end His days on earth. He was born to die. He knew it from His 

earliest days. He carried this burden on His holy shoulders: “a Man of 

sorrows, and acquainted with grief.” There is no uncertainty 

whatsoever in this “if”. The “if” was the “if”, as it were, of a token to 

look for. He was saying: ‘You will want to know who the Messiah is, 

who the Christ is. See which One hangs on Calvary’s tree; see what 

will take place there when it does take place, what amazing words will 

fall from His holy lips, and the miracles will be wrought, even as He 

hangs there, dying.’ “The Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to 

God.” There is no doubt in our Lord’s mind that this would take place. 

 

But, there is an “if” in this respect. It is one thing to believe that our 

Lord Jesus Christ came to suffer, bleed and die as He did, but the “if” 

becomes personal. Has He been lifted up in your heart, and in mine? 

Then we will know what this drawing power is. That is the question. 
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That is why it is put like this this evening; that we may examine our 

hearts. Do we know the power that comes through the cross of Christ? 

For, wherever the cross of Christ is planted, by faith, in the sinner’s 

heart, this will be the effect: drawn. “And I, if I be lifted up from the 

earth, will draw all men unto Me.” 

 

The next thing we must notice is the certainty of this. We 

sometimes speak of irresistible grace. That is a proper term, in one 

sense. But it does not mean that the devil, the world and your flesh will 

not resist it. It will fight against it. “The carnal mind is enmity against 

God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” 

When the mad Gadarene was being brought to the Lord; Legion, within 

him, did his worst by trying to oppose what the dear Saviour was about 

to do. But, dear friends, it is an invincible grace. Whenever the dear 

Saviour puts forth His power in the heart and life of a poor sinner, the 

outcome is certain. There is no if, or but, or how, or maybe, or perhaps. 

It is not anything like that. It is a blessedly sure work; an accomplished 

work. It is, in that sense, an irresistible work. The drawing power is so 

great that if all of hell came against it, still they would be drawn. May 

that be an encouragement to one of you tonight who knows a bit of the 

depths of Satan, as Paul speaks of in one of his Epistles. Not all know 

the same depths of temptation as others, but there are those who know 

what the depths of Satan are. To walk in that path is a very, very dark 

and perplexing path, indeed. And, in such a place, you may often come 

to this conclusion: that it is impossible that you could ever get safely to 

‘eternal happiness,’ ‘Christ’ and ‘glory,’ because of these opposing 

forces within. Well, dear friend, may God help you to take 

encouragement this evening hour from our text: the Lord will draw. 

And, such is this power, though it is very often a secret power: it will 

accomplish what God intends it to do. 

 
                            “Sinners shall hear this joyful sound, 

                             When God designs it so; 

Grace shall beyond their sins abound; 

                            “Loose him, and let him go.” 

J. Kent 
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Those of you who may have loved ones over whom you are 

burdened and weighed down as you see them in the very grip of the 

prince of this world; you see them held fast in the chains of unbelief, 

and all your reasoning and counsel does nothing to alter the case: here 

is the answer to it. If this blessed Jesus were lifted up in their hearts, 

there would be that power within that would: 

 
“…change the heart, renew the will, 

And turn the feet to Zion’s hill.” 

J. Kent 

 

Paul, writing to the Church at Corinth, speaks about the dreadful state 

that some of them were in before they were called by grace: the most 

immoral of sins, the grossest of darkness, and slaves of sin to the 

extreme. But he says: “And such were some of you: but ye are washed, 

but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

and by the Spirit of our God.” They were plucked as brands from the 

burning, and the Lord’s work continued. 

 

 The next thing we must notice is, this ‘lifting up’. Although, as I 

have just hinted, there is a lifting up in the soul, by precious faith, the 

Lord Jesus Christ was here specifically speaking of that time when He 

would indeed literally be lifted up between earth and heaven on a cross. 

Nails would pierce His holy hands and feet; His head would be 

crowned with thorns, and He would be surrounded by a baying, railing 

multitude who, by their cruelty, would add to His sorrows and 

afflictions. All this He was anticipating. Notice His willingness, dear 

friends! Notice His willingness, here! He knew this cup was there for 

Him to drink! He knew this burden was His to carry! Does He turn 

from it? Does He flee from it? No. True, we know there were some 

holy exercises, in the Garden of Gethsemane: too holy for us to try and 

explain. But, this we do know: He was determined to save. Bless His 

holy name for it. 

 

So, He hangs on that cross. The deepest of His sorrows was not so 

much the cruelty of the nails and the thorns, nor the baying multitude, 
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nor His bleeding back (scourged so cruelly) but, dear friends, it was the 

hiding of His Father’s face when enduring, in His holy soul, the curse 

of God, and the wrath of God. He drank a cup that no other could have 

drunk, as He: 

 
                            “Bore all incarnate God could bear, 

With strength enough, and none to spare.” 

J. Kent 

 

But, He did drink it; and He drained it. And now, dear friends, having 

laid in the tomb and risen again, He is at the right hand of His Father. 

The wounds are still visible on His holy Person. They are the joy and 

the rejoicing of that redeemed throng who were drawn to the foot of the 

cross while they were here below, there to shelter. “A Man shall be as 

an Hiding Place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest.” Do you 

know it? 

 

 But then, we must come to this little word “drawn.” As I hinted at 

on Lord’s Day morning, here we have the heavenly magnet. Even in 

natural things, a magnet does not attract everything. It only attracts 

certain metals. For example, it would not attract the wood of this table 

or this lectern. There is no attraction upon the natural man or the carnal 

mind, and you must never expect there to be. Many stumble at this, 

because they find no attraction in their natural man or carnal mind for 

Christ. They write bitter things against themselves. They say: ‘Oh! 

How can I be a character of God’s appointing with such a heart as 

mine?’ Well, God has never promised that the natural man or the carnal 

mind will change: it will not. It remains what it is: fallen. 

 

What then is drawn? That new nature, when the Lord puts it in the 

heart. That new spirit; that ear to hear, that eye to see, that heart to 

receive, then there is a gracious response in the soul to the glorious 

tidings. There is a drawing. This is a mark of life. And, I may say this 

with the authority of God’s holy Word this evening: if you know this 

drawing, then you have a very precious token that He, who was lifted 

up from the earth, was lifted up for you. 
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Now, examine your heart, dear friend, this night, and see whether 

some of these drawings are there. First of all, are you ever drawn out in 

prayer after Him? Does your soul ever ache for Christ? Is there an 

aching void within that you sometimes feel that makes you long for 

Christ? 
 

“Give me Christ, or else I die.” 

W. Hammond 
 

What do you want of Christ? You want all that Christ is. You want to 

know that you are in His covenant. You want to know His precious 

blood was shed for you. You want to know that His obedience answers 

for you. You want to know that when He comes again to call His sheep 

to His right hand, your unworthy name will not be left out. This creates 

a drawing in our prayers; a longing. “As the hart panteth after the water 

brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for 

God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?” 

Do you know these drawings? Saul of Tarsus was being drawn when 

Ananias went to see him. “Behold, he prayeth.” ‘There is a drawn soul, 

Ananias. There are desires going out of his heart: proof that he is a 

child of God, a brother in the Lord.’ 

 

 Secondly, do you know what it is to be drawn away from yourself 

in its fallen state? And drawn away from this dying world and from its 

power and attractions? The world is a very attractive place to our old 

nature. They are at one; there is an affinity between the two. But, do 

you know a power greater than that? Do you know what Moses knew, 

who, “when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of 

Pharaoh’s daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people 

of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the 

reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt.” I expect 

Moses’ friends (that is, naturally speaking; those with whom he grew 

up) said what a fool he was. To leave the luxury of the palace, and all 

its advantages! To ally and join himself to a tribe of slaves, sweltering 

under the sun! To prefer them to Pharaoh’s court! How the world must 
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have laughed at him! But, he esteemed “the reproach of Christ greater 

riches than the treasures in Egypt.” What power was it in him? It was 

the power in our text. He was a drawn soul. Have you been drawn away 

from this world? ‘Lord, draw my heart away from sin; from the sin of 

this world and the sin of my heart. Lord, draw us away from it!’ May 

we know a greater power that draws us into the ways of faith, 

repentance, hope and love; a greater power that draws us to the foot of 

the cross, there to shelter beneath the precious blood of Christ. May we 

know that power which draws us out of those forbidden ways. 

 
                                  “When I was to Thee a stranger, 

                                    Wandering in forbidden ways, 

                                    From the paths of sin and danger 

 Thou didst call me by Thy grace.” 

J. Fawcett 

 

Well, do you know what this is? Are you a drawn soul, in that respect? 

Now, friends, I know it is a struggle. I know it is a battle, because your 

old nature will not keep silent. The devil will not lie quiet. It will be a 

warfare. But, let me ask you this question: do you know what it is to be 

drawn away from the things of this time state and to “go forth therefore 

unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach.”? And, allied to that 

is this: have your affections been drawn Christ-ward? Can you say, as 

one said:  

 
                                 “To them He is more precious far 

                                   Than life and all its comforts are; 

    More precious than their daily food; 

      More precious than their vital blood.” 

S. Medley 

 

How precious is Christ to you? You will be able to answer that question 

by what you have laid down for Him; by what you have been willing to 

give up for His name’s sake. All the while you are clinging to the world 

with one hand and thinking you have got Christ in the other, there is 

something wrong. Oh that we might be made complete followers of 

Christ! Not half-hearted followers; not with half a sacrifice. The words: 
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‘whole surrender’ are not often used in our circles, but there is such a 

path. 
“Emptied of earth I fain would be, 

      The world, myself, and all but Thee; 

   Only reserved for Christ that died, 

                                     Surrendered to the Crucified.” 

A. M. Toplady 

 

And, have you been drawn to His precious blood as a poor, guilty 

sinner needing mercy? It was your only hope. You came, pleading the 

name, the love and the blood of Jesus. You remained at the mercy seat, 

and, in one sense, you have remained there ever since. It is the only 

safe place for you, is it not? 

 

“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me.”  

And, He will not give up drawing you until He has drawn you safe to 

glory. That is the last part of it: when He finally draws your soul from 

this earth, and takes it safely home to join “the spirits of just men made 

perfect.” What a drawing there will be there! What a wonderful 

drawing there is in heaven; all focused on Emmanuel, the dear Triune 

God; Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and the Lamb in the midst of the 

throne. There is blessed unity there. They cannot speak enough of Him, 

they cannot tell enough of Him, they cannot love Him enough. How 

their hearts overflow, without cessation, with this precious drawing 

power! Would to God we knew more of it here below! What did we 

sing? 

 
                             “Draw my soul to Thee, my Lord; 

                               Make me love Thy precious word!" 

J. Adams 

 

Oh that we might, this night, know something of it! Every drawing 

that your soul has ever known has come from the cross, or rather, from 

the blood of Him who hung thereon. Would to God we knew more of 

it! “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me.” 

May God add His blessing. 

Amen. 


