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Text: “Thou maintainest my lot.” Psalm 16, part of verse 5. 

 

 This Psalm, in many respects, is a Messianic Psalm. It is one of those 

prophecies referring to the coming of the dear Saviour that is quoted in the 

New Testament. The latter verses of the Psalm, particularly, are referred to in 

Acts 2, by the Apostle Peter in his sermon on the Day of Pentecost, and speak 

of the death and resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. But, this 

evening, I want to take the words I have read by way of a text, and to 

specifically think of them in regard to God’s dear people. Of course, there is a 

wonderful connection between the lot of the dear Saviour and the lot of His 

people. They are one. 

 

                              “One in the tomb; one when He rose; 

One when He triumphed o’er His foes; 

One when in heaven He took His seat, 

                                While seraphs sang all hell’s defeat.” 

J. Kent 

 

The lot of God’s dear people is entirely dependent upon their union with 

God’s dear Son, who is now at the right hand of His heavenly Father. “Thou 

maintainest my lot.” The word ‘lot’ refers to the allotment or the portion that 

God has ordained for His people. You will remember that when the children 

of Israel came into the land of Canaan, they were not to fight amongst 

themselves as to which part of the land they were to occupy. Their possession 

was appointed by God; there was a lot for each tribe. God appointed it, and 

they were to be satisfied with the lot that God had appointed for them. We 

read in the Book of Joshua how wonderfully God overruled the apportioning 

of the land. Some of the appointed lots were not all ‘green pastures’. Caleb 

had been promised Hebron, but in Hebron there were those with chariots of 

iron. We do not read that Caleb wanted to live anywhere else but where God 

had appointed him. He did not wish he had an easier lot here below. On the 

other hand, the dear man of God, seeing it was a mountain, and seeing the 

chariots of iron and those in Hebron, said to Joshua: “Give me this 
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mountain,… if so be the LORD will be with me, then I shall be able to drive 

them out.” And so he did, because God was with him. 

 

So, first of all, we may say that whether it be in providence or in grace; 

whatever or wherever God has appointed our lot, He will provide for us in it. 

That is a very important principle. Joined to that is the important point which 

should be a personal question for us each: Are we in the lot that God has 

appointed for us? For, if we stray into a lot that is not our own (if you 

understand me aright; I am speaking of providence in particular, but even in 

grace we may say it, in one sense) then the Lord will not bless us in it. Jonah 

tried to abandon his appointed lot, and soon found that the Lord had a 

mightier power and a mightier will than his, by driving him back to where He 

would have him be. In spiritual things God has appointed a lot for His dear 

people.  

 

All the children of Israel were in Canaan.  In a sense, they were all in the 

Promised Land. In one sense, all of God’s people are possessors. As Paul 

says: “All things are yours…And ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s.” Yet, 

by the Holy Spirit’s leading and teaching, He appoints a personal lot, in the 

gospel field, that is yours. That is the bound of your spiritual habitation while 

you are here below. You are where God has put you by some precious 

promise, perhaps. Some sweet invitation has been given to assure you that He 

is yours, by divine application: that is your lot. You may say, like godly 

Jabez: “Oh that Thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast!” That 

is a good prayer. To pray for more grace, more faith, more hope, and more 

endearing views of a precious Christ. But, notice, it is God who must enlarge 

your lot. He must enlarge your coast; it is His blessed work, by the Holy 

Ghost, so to do. Do be thankful if, this evening hour, you can say before a 

heart-searching God that you do have a ‘lot’ that He has given you in the 

gospel field; some part of which you can say, ‘That is mine. Mine, not 

because I stole it, not because I assumed it, not because I presumed upon it, 

but God gave it me.’ Be thankful for it. For, God will maintain you in that lot 

and you will find that lot will sustain you until the journey is done, the race is 

won and the victory is gained. “Thou maintainest my lot.” 

 

I want, with God’s help this evening, to very briefly bring before you 

some of the places where God maintains the lot of His people. First of all, He 

maintains their lot in heaven above. We sung of it just now: 
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                          “…He lives to carry on 

                           His people’s cause above.” 

A. M. Toplady 

 

He has gone into glory. He has taken His complete holy humanity (body and 

soul) within the veil. And with it, all the members of His mystical body are 

presented before the heavenly Father. He maintains the lot of that innumerable 

company. His righteousness, His blood, His love, His name, His mercy, His 

finished work maintains their lot above. And, in the most blessed sense, He 

speaks in John 14: “In My Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not 

so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that 

where I am, there ye may be also.” What a wonderful thought that is: a lot 

prepared above for each member of His mystical body! Look at it in that 

deeply spiritual sense. 

 

                              In His heart they have a place, 

’Stablished there through sovereign grace.” 

W. Gadsby 

 

In His heart; in His eternal, everlasting affections, in His everlasting love they 

have a place. Aaron had on his breastplate, covering his heart, the names of 

the children of Israel. That is the place of love. On his shoulders, the place of 

power, he had their names. So, their lot is maintained both on the heart of the 

dear Saviour and on His shoulders. And “the government shall be upon His 

shoulder.” The government of your lot: all that comes to you in it, all the 

afflictions that come to you in it, all the temptations that may come, all the 

burdens that may ensue and all the thorns in the flesh that may come while 

you are here below. Remember, your dear Saviour, child of God, is 

maintaining your lot above. We sang: 

 

    “Your dread crimes once pierced His heart! 

                                Sank His soul in vengeful smart; 

                                But His sin-atoning blood 

Now maintains your peace with God.” 

W. Gadsby 

 

“He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, 

seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.” 
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 Secondly. “Thou maintainest my lot.” What about the work of grace in 

the heart of a believer? It is begun by the Holy Ghost. “He which hath begun a 

good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” Only the Holy 

Ghost can maintain that lot in your heart. It is His work from beginning to 

end. We are totally dependent on Him for it to be maintained. Faith, 

repentance, hope and love are all His blessed gifts to give and to impart. He 

must maintain our lot. How we need Him! How careful we should be lest we 

grieve or quench the Spirit, that He withhold His blessed power! Then we find 

we cannot maintain our lot. Whatever mountain experience we may have had, 

if He withhold the power, how low we sink! We have to prove that without 

Him we can do nothing, and we long for His return. As David said: “Restore 

unto me the joy of Thy salvation.” He had not lost his lot, had he? He had not 

lost salvation, as such. But he had lost the joy and comfort of it. How he 

needed the Holy Ghost to restore it! But He does. “He restoreth my soul.” 

What a word that is! 

 

                            “And when we are wounded by sin, 

                              And scarcely a prayer can repeat, 

                              The mercy that heals us again, 

                               Is mercy transportingly sweet.” 

R. Burnham 

So, friends, we need Him to maintain our lot in the work of grace in our 

hearts. We are totally dependent upon Him. “All my springs are in Thee.” We 

must go empty, poor, undone, lost, wretched and ruined again and again to 

this blessed One who has our lot in His hand and ask Him to do as He said He 

will do: “Thou openest Thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living 

thing.”  

 

 Thirdly, God maintains the lot of His dear people in providence. If you 

are where God has put you, you can be sure that God will maintain your lot. 

He sends Elijah to a little brook, Cherith; the brook that is most likely to dry 

up before any other because of its small dimensions. But, there, in humble and 

unquestioning obedience, he goes, because His God had said: “I have 

commanded the ravens to feed thee there.” The Lord maintained Elijah’s lot 

there for many days. The ravens faithfully and loyally came, sent by God with 

“bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening.” The 

little brook, Cherith, supplied his needs as far as water was concerned. What a 

favoured man he was! It was not a varied diet, as man would look at it. It was 
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however supplied daily by the hand of God, and Elijah saw it as the hand of 

God. But, what about when Cherith dried up? Had God ceased to maintain his 

lot? You will notice how clear the Word of God is ‘When the brook dried up.’ 

When the Lord ceased to maintain his lot there, then He sent him to 

Zarephath, where He maintained his lot and that of the widow woman and her 

son, the barrel of meal not wasting and the cruse of oil not failing. Friends, 

God sovereignly maintains the lot of His people. Sometimes He changes the 

method and the means to remind us that we are not dependent on the method 

or the means, but on the God of the method and the God of the means. 

 

 He maintained the lot of Abraham on mount Moriah, did He not? What a 

sacred place that was to Abraham when the word given to him half way up the 

mount was fulfilled! “My son, God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt 

offering.” Abraham knew the Lord had sent him to the top of the mount. He 

knew an altar had to be made, and his son be laid upon it. He knew his son 

would be raised from the dead, as we are told so by Paul in the Epistles to the 

Hebrews and Romans. Yet, in the outworking of it, this was not the Lord’s 

will that Isaac should be slain and raised again. The Lord maintained 

Abraham’s and Isaac’s lot there, by providing “a ram caught in a thicket by 

his horns.” The Lord will provide. “Jehovah-jireh.” 

 

                               “And in the mount it shall be seen, 

How kind and gracious He has been.” 

J. Franklin 

 

 Some of you dear friends, especially some of you dear aged saints, can 

now look back over many years at the varying trials and troubles that you 

have come through. You have known what it is to wander “in the wilderness 

in a solitary way” as we read of in Psalm 107. You know what it is to be shut 

up in a spiritual prison, or perhaps even in physical circumstances that have 

restricted your way. You know, perhaps, what it is to be on a bed of pain and 

affliction. You have staggered to and fro like a drunken man in your troubles. 

And yet, right at the end of the Psalm, the dear psalmist looked back and he 

saw how the Lord had maintained his lot. “Whoso is wise, and will observe 

these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the LORD.” The 

Lord maintained his lot. Some of us stand still, and we look back. We are 

amazed how good God has been. How kind He has been! How faithful He has 

been! What diffident followers we have been of Him! What long suffering He 

has shown! What patience! How often we have proved that word: “Then they 
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cried unto the LORD in their trouble, and He saved them out of their 

distresses.” “Thou maintainest my lot.” “Having therefore obtained help of 

God, I continue unto this day.” An Ebenezer stone set up between Mizpeh and 

Shen, “Hitherto hath the LORD helped us.” 

 

 I think of that most remarkable case concerning Nebuchadnezzar. You 

say, ‘What do you mean? What about Nebuchadnezzar?’ Well, in the 

sovereign providence of God, it would seem this mighty king was out of his 

mind for seven years. God sent this punishment as a rebuke to his pride. But, 

throughout those seven years, it is an amazing thought that no one took his 

throne. No one usurped the position that he had been given under the 

sovereign providence of God. And, when his sanity was restored, he was 

restored to the throne again. Now, Nebuchadnezzar’s spiritual standing we 

leave. But, it is a remarkable instance of how the Lord maintains the lot where 

He sees fit, and how He can overrule events and preserve matters for His own 

honour and glory. “Thou maintainest my lot.” 

 

 Then I thought of this. Dear friends, when we pass from time into eternity 

– that awesome, solemn, auspicious moment when we pass from this mortal 

scene to the immortal – we are told by the infallible Word of God, the God 

that cannot lie: “after this the judgment.” There is no escaping that 

appointment. But, dear friends, what a mercy if there, even there, we prove 

our text: “Thou maintainest my lot.” 

 

“In that dread moment, O to hide 

                                      Beneath His sheltering blood! 

’Twill Jordan’s icy waves divide, 

                                      And land my soul with God.” 

J. Kent 

 

It will be a mercy if then the dear Saviour presents, on our behalf, the merits 

of His blood and righteousness, and maintains our lot as one of His dear 

people. He surely will, for all those given to Him by the Father to redeem. He 

will maintain their lot. “Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given 

Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold My glory.” 

 

 Again, in the great day of Judgment, when He will gather to His right 

hand the election of grace (the sheep and the lambs of His fold); the truth 

remains. Then He will maintain the lot of His people to all eternity. But, it is 
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at His right hand. As I pondered this, I thought that if ever you have proved 

the right hand of God’s righteousness here below, then you will certainly be at 

His right hand on that tremendous Day. That is a beautiful word (we often 

quote it) in Isaiah 41: “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for 

I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold 

thee with the right hand of My righteousness.” Have you had any ‘right-hand 

blessings’ friends? Blessings in grace; that is what it means. At the right hand 

of God’s righteousness is His dear Son, “The LORD our righteousness,” says 

Jeremiah. If He has been your ‘right hand’ here below, if you have had right-

hand blessings here below He will never say: “I never knew you: depart from 

Me,” in that auspicious day. So, do examine yourself. Examine your hope this 

evening. Have you had a ‘right-hand blessing’; that that has come from the 

dear Father, through the Son, by the Spirit to your poor soul? “The right hand 

of My righteousness.” “Thou maintainest my lot.” 

 

 Now, my last point is this. Concerning our lot here below: Paul takes this 

up, writing from a prison cell, to the Church of the Hebrews. “Let your 

conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye 

have: for He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we 

may boldly say, The Lord is my Helper, and I will not fear what man shall do 

unto me.” Friends, whatever your lot is, and to wherever the fiery, cloudy 

pillar may move your lot, seek the grace of contentment. Paul said: “I have 

learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.” He was content 

with the lot that God had given him. May God give us such grace! And, never, 

ever, ever forget the words of the dear Saviour which we read of when Peter, 

in the Garden of Gethsemane, tried in a carnal way to interfere with the 

Saviour’s lot by bringing a sword against that murderous band. “Put up thy 

sword into the sheath: the cup which My Father hath given Me, shall I not 

drink it?” “Thou maintainest my lot.” And, concerning the cup He gives His 

people to drink, hymn 70 sums it up: 

 

                                 “Thrice comfortable hope 

                                   That calms my stormy breast; 

 My Father’s hand prepares the cup, 

                                   And what He wills is best.” 

C. Wesley 

 



 8 

So it is. Why? Because: “Thou maintainest my lot.” A blessing, true of all of 

God’s dear people. Friends, if He left us to maintain our own lot, we would 

sink into eternal misery. 

 

Amen. 


